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^i^.The IbUowhis: exti^ from a XjAttrpt $ir; Ri««ako Sr ttVE 
(o his Lady, ilated from London) April lo, 17179 abuiidandy Uluftrates 
what is faM in page f ^7 5 and prdvcs ttat he'peH6^^Hbaderll6o4 the Pro- 
teibnt pripdpley and that he embraped it> qofe mfy to tii^ about, but to 
live upon; ** You fay I am reputed a Tory. You know I have always 
^ an un&fbionable things called Confcience, in all matters of judicature 
** or juftiqe. than happened, a Uctte Wiiikli0O;^pedlBidO toJ^ btibut;ht 
'< into the Uoufe of Commons from the Ronuurcatholicst praying relief 
*< as to point of time, and the meaning of certain clauses whicti afie^ed 
« them Wllen thete was a ^ueition jnil ready to be'jto upon this, as 
^ whether it Ihouia be reje^ied or no^, 1 ftood up and (aid to ttffs pur* 
** pofe : ' Mr. Speaker, I cannot but be of opinion, that to put feverilies 
^ upon men merdy 6a iiccouat of Rdigion Is a liioft grievous aad tin- 
^ warrantable proceedings But^ indeed, the Roroao^.catbolics hold teneta 
<< which are inconfiftent with the being and fafety cf a Proteitant 
** people ; lor thiis reaibn we are juhif^ m laying \ipon th^m'the pe« 
<< nalties which the ParllQu^eof hz^ km timfr to tiRie.ibQii^t £k to in* 
** ti\€t : but, Sir, let us not purfue Roman-catholics with the fpirit of 
^ Roman-catholics } but a£t towards them with the temper of tmr own 
*' Religion. If we de fo, we ihaM not expc^fthem 10 do any thiri|; in 
^ lels time than is nec^Tary to do it, or to condu6t themfelves by rules 
<< which they do not undeiilatid,' &c. When llk^ adventufed to fay 
<< this^ others followed ; ^ there is\a bill dire^eJ Spr ^ raUef of the 
« petitioners. I fuppofe this gave an handle to the bine of my being 9 
^ Tory ; but you may, perhaps, by this time^ hsvt heard ^atl am^ turned 
<< Prefl>ytenan ; fur the fame day, in a meeting ef a hundred JSH^ 
<>' ameQ( menj I laboured as, much for the Froteftaqt pifibttt^ss.'^ y 



T O W NT A L K, 

i N 

ASERIESOFLETtERS " 
T o 
A LADY IN THE COUNTRY. 

N'' Ik Saturday, December 17, 1715I 

MADAMj 

IT had need be a pleafure to obey your cotti- 
mandsi when you employ me in a way to 
^ivhich I airi without thbfe commands naturally 
averfe ; and I muft take the liberty to fay, theirfe 
is the utmoft infolence of power in a fine 
woman'^ making a man do what Ihe knows 

* The Towk-Talk was a Pf^etkly ?ofer^ printed originally in 4to. atid 
fold by R. Burleigh in Amen Corner, at the price of Three-pence each 
Number. It was afterwards fold by J. Roberts, near the Oxford Arms 
in Warwick-Lane j J. Graves in St. James's-Street ; O. Lloyd near thb. 
Temple Church; andA.Dodd, at the Peacock Without Temple-Bar 5 
yrht(« AdVcrlifements were taken in. 



2 TOWN-TALK. N« r. 

he of all things diflikc^, meerly bccaufe flic 
knows the motive of pleafiug her is the only 
one in the world could make him undertake iu 
Sure you have not confidered enough, that the 
general order you have given me, to write to you 
every thing which pafles in town, will expofe 
you to hear many impertinencies, from which 
the greatnefS' of your underftanding, and per- 
haps the dignity of your. virtue, ought to de- 
fend you *. I have indeed this' comfort, that 
neither good fenfe nor .real innocence are eafily 
alarmed, but fit in a fecurity unknown to pre* 
tenders to either of thbfe bleffings. But ta 
write you conftantly once a week the news and 
the occurrences of the preceding feven days, is 
^ tafk I muft be forgiven if I (hould fometimes 
omit. One of your letters fays, ** Write any 
** thing, and every thing/* From this licence 

♦ The Town-Talk, was probably a title given to- a feries of genuine 
letters written by Stbele to*his lady then in the country, and printed 
nponfome prefiing exip^ence. On this fuppofition, the undattd Le t t ers 
to hi«! I-ady in St ii i.e's *' F.plftolary Conefpondence," or fome of thenv 
at leaft, might have been referred not improperly to this periotl of time. 
See utfuprt, vol. l.fftjj'im. 

There may be <»i;:UCiges and whole numbers in die Town-Talk to 
which this fuppof;ti«i^ may not be lbo\»f,ht applicable; but all fuch 
parts of the Paper naigiil |^e poderior additions to the original letters, 
inferted with various views, qr merely to eke out the publication, and 
adapt Uic fxjt to its end, which was probably to relieve himfelf 
from the prellure of fome ckiini upon him, incun'ed by the vanity of his 
wn, the Imfrudencf of hit gfrKroJityy or the pccviflinefs and caprice 



N^i. TO W N-T A L K. 3 

(if I do not wrong myfelf in calling it fuch, 
having your authority for it), I Ihall begin my 
correfpondence with a ftory that now is all the 
Talk of the Town, and of which fome ccle* 
/ brated Fair-ones are the Heroines. Country-gen- 
tlewomen may perhaps think thefe vivacities in- 
credible ; for you are not in the fecret how to 
^manage privacies by being very public in the 
manner of carrying them on, fo public as that 
ho one would believe there was any thing that 
tequired fectecy tranfadtcd with this kind of con- 
dud. Houfes for amorous entertainment in the 
moft frequented bufieft ftreets, is the improvfe- 
ment of Gallantry, as it is called, in thefe lateu 
days. 

I am juft come home from a tifit, where I 
heard it related in a circle, by your coufin 
Arthur, who you know, never lets any cir- 
tumftance revealed to him fufFer by his repe- 
tition of it. Mrs. Susannah D£mps — I think 
her name ii Susannah, but it is the fecond 
fitter I mean, who gave occafion to the hiflory— 
Mrs. Susannah afked coufin Arthur, *^ how 
•^ he went on in his amour, apd whether his 
•' cruel Fair began to lend an ear or hot T' Upon 
which^ he' caft an obferving eye upon her (hape 
and faid, '* Pr?iy Madam, who makes your 
** petticoats ? I am fure/* continued he, ^^ you do 
B a ^ tjav 
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he of all things diflikcs, meerly bcc 
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(if I do not wrong myfelf in calling it fuch, 
having your authority for it), 1 Ihal.l begin my 
correfpondence with a ftory that now is all the 
Talk of the Town, and of which fome ccle* 
/ brated Fair-ones are the Heroines. Country-^en-i 
tlewomen may perhaps think thefe vivacities in- 
credible ; for you are not in the fecret how to 
manage privacies by being very public in the 
manner of carrying them on, fo public as thdt 
ho one wduld believe there was any thing that 
required fectecy tranfadtcd with this kind of con- 
dud. Houfes for amorous entertainment in the 
moft frequented bufieft ftreets, is the improve- 
ment of Gallantry, as it is called, in thefe lateu ' 
days. 

I am juft cdme home from a tifit, where I 
heard it related in a circle, by your copfin 
Arthur, who you know, never lets any cir- 
fcumftance revealed to him fufFer by his repe- 
tition of it. Mrs. Susannah Demps — I think * 
her name ii Susannah, but it is the fecond 
fiftcr I mean, who gave occafion to the hiflory-^ 
Mrs.. Susannah afked coufin Arthur, ** how 
•^ he went on in his amour, apd whether his 
•' cruel Fair began to lend an ear or hot ?'' Upon 
which^ he caft an obferving eye upon her (hape 
and faid, '* Fv^y Madam, who makes your 
** petticoats ? I am fure,'* continued he, ^^ you do 



4 TOWN-TALK. N" i, 

** not buy where the lady you afk about befpeaks 
** hers, you are fo very llender !** An anfweu 
to any enquiry after his miftrefs, with a queftioa 
** where do you buy your cloaths?" put us all 
at a lofs for the coherence. " But what a 
^* flaring is here, as if none of you, ** faid he,, 
" had ever heard the Hiftory of T^he Blind Gal- 
** lantf which is the prefeat entertainment of 
" the whole Town V 

When we all had confirmed him in a belief 
that his ftory would be entirely new, he feemed 
pleafed with the opportunity of entertaining us 
agreeably, and faid as follows, or ta this pur- 
pofe ; for I had rather give it you by recolleft- 
ing as well as I can what he faid, than attempt 
to tell you in words of my own ; befides that 
I hope fome parts of the flory will be more 
eafily pardoned, when I afllire you that it has 
been told already in company of which you 
would not have difdaioed to have made one. 
Suppofe then he had compofed himfclf, and rc- 
collefted his thoughts by looking Tor an inftant 
ftedfaftly at the fire, and then broke filence 
as follows. 

*' I obfcrve by your eagernefs to hear me, that 
** you think I am going to gratify your ill-na- 
^^ ture with fomething tull of fcandal ; and I fee 
«' you expefi: to hear abundance of your frieiids 
^^ and Bcqustmtsaict torn to pieces by what I 



VPi. TOW N-T ALE. S 

=*^have to fay. But, as I dcteft perfonal reflec- 
^* tions as much as I do generjil vices, I fliall 
^* not give you the charafter of any perfon but 
** under a feigned name, and even in that do it 
" fo as it may afFeft the crime, and not the per- 
" fon who is fo unfortunate as to be guilty of 
*** it. I will go no nea^rcr as to the j>lac€ where 
^* what I am going tjo fay was adted, than to . 
^^ acknowledge frankly to you ttat the fcene is 
** in an houfc between Knighijhridge and Stepney ; 
** and that if you can take the pains, you will 
/•* find within that fpace there lives a very good 
^* body of the age of forty-two or thereabout*, 
^* who is extremely handy in her bufinefs, and 
*' is, as fhe will tell you herfelf, tlje beft maker 
^* of mantoes and petticoats of any of that com- 
** modious occupation within the bills of mor- 
** tality. She is impertinent and genteel, has 
^f xkt true ftat^ of affairs in city, town, and 
^* countjry; yet does not confine her knowledge 
.'' to general things, but condefcends to enquire 
'* into the affairs of every private family, with 
" which fhe is as well acquainted as with hep 
** own. Silly women of condition look upon 
'* her as the wonder of the age for her great 
^* parts; and the witty ones receive her as a more 
*' agreeable companion to them than any of 
^* their near relations. But to come to the point : 
*? It has been obfcrvable for four or five x^w^ 
B5 , ^^.^^^ 



6 TOW N-T A LK. N* i, 

" paft that the petticoats made by this artificer 

^^ have fwclled foon after they came out of her 

^^ hands, and the proportion between the hoop 

^* and the waift, and from the hoops and the 

•' circumference of the petticoat on the floor, has 

** been remarkably prefervcd in her ware above 

•' what has appeared in the performance of any 

*f other workworfian. It was at firft given out 

*' that her petticoats were quilted with ollrich* 

" feathers, which are known to receive a new 

" clafticity from the warmth of the body, till it 

*^ grew notorious that this was not the reafon, 

f ^ but that the wearers of them were pregnant. 

'•* When that was publicly known, the Natu- 

' '* ralifts were long at a lofs to find caufe of fer- 

' <* tility in buckram and whalebone only ; but 

«* Time which difcovers all things, has made it 

«* appear that Ihe has had affidances, which ex- 

*f plain the myflery. You are. to underftanrf, 

. ** Mrs. Thimble (for that Ihall be her name) 

*' was bred up in a diftant part of England, at 

V a gentleman's houfc of a great cftate, to whofe 

*' wife Thh«ble was a diftant relation. 

' ^' When the lady wc are now fpeaking of was 

[ ** about tl^vcn years of age, her kinfvvoman 

. " brought 'into the world a blind male-child. 

** The infant was remakably beautiful; and as it is 

«* the wife diftate of Nature, that we love thofe 

" children 



NM. TOWN-TALK. 7 

^ children dearefl: whom flie prefents to our care 

^* with moft infirmities, the mother could never 

^' look at this child without the fofteft touches 

** of afFcd:ion, and a, partiality as her fond heart 

^ told her, to that fweet harmony of featured, 

** that glowing warmth of complexion in the 

•* boy's countenance, that was chequed and over- 

^ caft with blindnefs. It was a common exer- 

^^ cife with her, as he grew into years of pratling, 

^* to fit whole hours looking at him, to admire 

^' his perfedions, and lament his defedl. To 

^* h^ar his pretty endeavours at comprehending 

^* what could come only to him by fight, and 

" fee him fmile with fuch a free countenance, 

^ till the dimples of joy feemed to fink at his 

^* eyes, was her daily employment l^ but fhfe 

•* found this fond melanclioly incapacitated her 

^ for her houfliold affairs, and from that cori- 

^' fideration, refolved to put Mr. Charles into 

** the hands of BettV Thimble, who had 

" orders to lead him, to divert, to inftrudt hini, 

^* and keep him out of th« way of hurting him- 

^ felf, or being hurt by other children ' ^ 

*^ This familiarity grew up between Mrs. 

" Thimble and Mr^ Charles, till ihe was fit 

*^ to be put abroad to a relation of hers in 

^* town, for a livelihood \ aud the poor child's 

^* unfortunate circumftances made it neceffary 

** to place iiim neai her ; fot viVvoiCDwVfc\!k»^^x^^ 



« t O W N • T A L K. N^ r. 

*' taken fuch a paffionate afFeftion, that he could 

^* not live without her. When he grew up to- 

" wards years of difcretion, he ufcd to fay, 

/Whatever you mean by light, fince coufiii 

* Betty enjoys it, 1 don't want it; as I obferve, 
, ' faid he, you are filent foon after I hear you 

* fay it is dark, and my coufin is of the fame 

* hAjniQur, I can only follow her way, and fleep 
f as the reft of you do/ Mrs. Thimble has 
^* had the care of him from his earlieft years to 
** thgfe of manhood ; he is now in the livelieft 
M and moft fprightly days of life; and it is well 
*f known that ihe vifits her blind man. with 
V much diligence on occafions for which dark- 
** nefs is chofen, even by thofe who enjoy their 
^* fight. As Mrs. Thimble had obferved du- 
." ring her apprenticefliip under her kinfwoman, 
.** an experienced da ^le from whom Ihe learned 

*' her trade, that greater profits w^.ere made by 

■ *• the intelligence than labour of a true manto- 

** maker, it came into her head one day, and 

.<• Ihe jumped at the conception of it, that fhe 

. " might..employ Mr. Charles for her fervice to 

^t as good purpofe as her miflrefs had formerly 

" engaged others. She laid great Ifr.efs in her 

" imagination of this particular advantage, that 

" favours could not be boafted, where the perfon 

** who beftowed them was unknown to the re- 

" -elvcr^ M^dam Thimble has a great deal 



N^i. T O W N-T A L K. 9 

♦< of humour and fancy, is very daring, and can 
** from thofe qualities bring to pafs what to the 
♦* ordinary pare of the world would feem im- 
♦« pra(9:icable. Mr. Charles is tall, well-ihaped, 
•* and having had his chief education in the 
<* chit-chat pf women, who are his friends and . 
*^ relations, or were the cuftomcrs of Mrs. 
f^ Thimble's miftrefs, or herfelf ever fince flie 
<* fet up, his converfation is remarkably agree- 
^* able* It is notorious that blind people are 
f * ufually chearful ; and he is fo in a very par- 
*^ ticular manner, fi'om the people with whom 
h^ he has always lived. Add to this, that he 
*^ has a mod charming voice ; and though he 
f* has never learned to dance, when a minuet is- 
•• played, his natural motion to it/ efpecially 
»* when led about by Mrs. Thimble, is furpriz- 
•* ingly juft, and gracefully exaft : for the ear 
^* being uninterrupted by the vagaries of the eye, 
f* he l^eeps time, tp the inexpreffible fatisfaSion 
f* of his fpcdators, who are often fuch without 
*' his knowing it, as his gipfy has a mind to 
f* play him off. Such Mr. Charles is, and fuch^ 
•'Mrs. Thimble. To carry on her defign 
•* upon him for the gratification of her beft and 
f' favourite cuftonitrs, llie for fome tinie 
•* feigned to the youth, * that what had paffed 
^* between them began to be obferved and 
'^^ /poke .o\\ and therefore it. v^as^^«S^\^ HJ^t.^ 



to TOWN. TALK- N* r. 

^^Ihould adt with more caution. Indeed, 
** faid Ihe, my dear, I.ove has made me as in- 
** capable of knowing whether I was taken no- 
** tice of or no as you are. But hereafter, be<- 
« caufe I know fervants liften, I beg of you, 
^' upon no provocation, to fpeak one word to 
•* me, except 1 Ipeaic tQ you firft/ 

*• When this ftepwasfecured, Mrs. Thimble 
•^ took frequent occafion to mention * poor Mr. 
*' Charles' to a young lady who lived in. her 
** neighbourhood, and was the fuperfluous re- 
*^ tinue of an old wealthy man in the charader 
** of a wife. She one day began to her,-* I never 
** think of the gentleman at my houfe, but I 
^^ fancy if he had had eyes to fee your beauty 
•* he muft have fallen in love with you, for there 
** is fomething in the air of his fac« and the 
•* make of his features extremely like you.' The 
/* lady, in fome confufion, anfwered gravely, 
I* Though he is blind, Mrs. Thimble, I am 
-f, not.' This gave our dame fufficient proof 
** that what (he before fufpefted was a truth, to 
^ wit, that the lady was not without fome good 
'^ liking of Mr. Charles. There is a ikill in 
^ thefe gipfies of a^ing according to the incli- 
*f nation of thofe whoni they defign to oblige in 
** their amours, witheut the bluntneTs of feem- 
^* ing to underftand their inclinations. This ad- 
^^drcff of gjfjtifying without reduciBg people 
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** to the neceflity of declaring their paffions/is 
^f what Mrs. Thimble poffcflesr, above all the 
. f • fervants of pleafure in the town. She from 
** time to time threw opportunities in the ws^y 
f* of the certain young wife I am fpeaking of; 
<* and one evening, by way of confidence and 
f f freedorn of difcourfe^ confefled her own frailty 
** with Mr. Charles,' and owned the place they 
** were then in to be the fccne of their corrc- 
f^ fpondence ; but fpokc it as a matter of mere 
^* diverfion and frolick, that if (he ftiould think 
f* fit to play him fuch a trick, flie could at any 
•* time pafs any other woman upon him, flie 
'* having already obliged him to the utmofl: 
** filence for her own fake. After a little dif- 
f' courfe to this purpofe, a well- taught girl of 
f^ hers called her into another room ; Ihe went 
f* put, hut immediately returned, leading Mr." 
** Charles to her cuftomer, who fuffered morq 
•* than I can relate before Ihe had fatisfied her 
*^ amazement and curiofity upon the oddnefs of 
f* this adventure. 1 he hulband concerned in 
** the hiftofy, after fome weeks finding his eftate 
ff likely to be entailed upon the heirs of the' 
f* body of his wife lawfully begotten without 
.. V much confulting him in making the con- 
** veyance, was it feems,. inconfiderately violent 
f* on the occafion, and traced the injury to one 
^^ whom he could not but aqknowledg;e innooedt^ 
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^f of it ; and after mature vc:x:ation, Is now 
'^fettled upon the matter, and fearful only thq^t 
«* his defcendant may betray his fire by wanting 
f^ one of his fenfes. The good man has the phi- 
*' lofophy to refled^ that fuch an evil could apt 
** befal a man with fo.much caufe of confolatipn 
** elfewhere. If he is injured, it is an injury 
•* that has not the jjifgracc of mens obfervation 
** on it ; nay^ not fo much as of him who is the 
^ author of it. Mis^Thimbl^ is too covetous, 
" as well as too vain, to impart this fecret to one 
** perfon only; and Mr. Charles is become 
** a bye- word in a fifterl)ood who know eaph 
** other to be entertained |)y hin^ You Ihall 
** hear one of them talk of tity'mg the poor 
** blind of all the poor i?i the world : yop Ihall 
** hear another of them fay, ihe blind are the 
** greatejl QhjeSl of charily K I will not name 

^^ names ; 

♦ The Author himfelf makes an apology in his fcconJ number for 
the narration given here, in a manner it feems that ^ave very gnat offence, 
II may ftill be cenfured and cenfiiiable ; but in mitigation of whatcyef 
cenfure it may deftrve, fairnefs requires an obfervation here ; that it pro- 
bably dropt haflily in the gaiety of his heart and inwardnefs clconjiigal 
confidence, from the pen of a fond hulband writing to a young, gay> 
and beautiful wife, who had been for fome time abfent from him. 
Jt docs not folfow from tliis that Steele was not reprehenfible for com- 
municating to the public a narrative of this nature with a ^degree of free- 
ikMTi hardly pardonable in rel:ding it to the wife of his.bofom. Pope had 
a Itappy fagacity in the difoiimioation of chara^ers, knew him WcU^ 
and was niggardly enough in .his compliments excepting to hiiiifQlf; yet 
Ae bore Stmei^e tluft JiuiDOur^te teftiinony recorded by Mr. Ruflfhead, 
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*' names ; but I know Mr* Charles has robbed 
^' me of my miftrefs> nor do I pretend to rival/^ 

Here Mr. Arthur faw a little feverity arife in 
the ladies looks ; but keeping up his confidence, 
he faid *' he knew he told them only what they 
** had all heard before ;" and calling Mr* 
Chajiles the happieft deluded man in the world, 
went out of the room without hearing our re- 
flexions on his narrative. 

Madam, I could not have given you this ftory, 
but that it is abfolutely neceflary, as being an 
incident that lets you into the Prefent State of 
Love \ and it being the neweil adventure in the 
Town, as well as likely to produce more than b 
yet come to light, it was neceflary to let you 
into the whole affair. But I will leave Charles 
in the Burning Zone, to give a farther account 
of what you recommended to me, which was, to 
fee Plays, and give you my fentiments of thofe 
entertainments, and the tafle of the company K 

It 

*' Hi bad a real love of virtue,^ Thofe who are beft acquainted with. 
St KEi,jE*s writings, will be moft readily difpofed to fubfcribe heartily 
to Pop e'^s' opinion* With an uncommon ihai'e of vivacity, and a plea- 
furable difpofition, St eele appears to have kept on the beit principles, 
a ftridt guard on the wantonnefs of his imagination. Of the many and 
various produtSlions of his pen tliat are now known, it is but bare juftice 
to lay in general, that they arc manly, chafte, and meritorious, mani* 
feftly defigned, and admirablv calculated to infpire and fuppoit wifdosa 
and goodnefs, and the love of them. 

' * This paflage feems te countenance the fu^v<>^vt\otv ^wi^^'Ci^^^^. \^x.Vv* 

M/f top, z. Such a recommendamn as is Vier« ic\et«Ao\k^^ caxv >as^\fe 

a^pofed to /wve come fix>ra any Lad^ bu^Viis ov^v\ *, v\<^ Uowx V^t'^ix \ksj^^ 
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It is certain the Fafr Sex lead the falhion ; and 
t cannot give you a more lively image that the 
generality of thofe who live at their eafe are 
cither employed very frivoloufly, or as thb 
Iharers in Mr. Charles are, than this, that the 
Tragedy of " Venice Preferved'* was very thirt 
of Ladies, and the audience difcovered fo poor 
a tafte, that the moft applauded paflage in the 
whole play was Belvidera's defcription of the 
ravifher old Renault. The diflrefs of a 
couple undone by a generous paffion, the mifery 
of a whole nation Ihortly coming to pafs, and a 
woman of honour involved in the ruin, though 
defigning to ferve her father and her country^ 
had no manner of effedl ; but they all under- 
flood what it was to find a beautiful womaa 
alone at midnight far from help, and the like* 
But they tell us we are to have a mighty amend- 
ment in theatrical entertainments, for there is 
forfobth a patent * that enables the undertaker at 
the houfe of Drury-Lane to chaftife the vice^ 
of the ftage, and promote the interefts of virfcue 
and innocence. This, they tell you, will be 
immediately fet on foot; and they have indeed 
gone fo far into it, as to have refolved to eud the 

come very properly, dieted either by parfimony or kiftdncft, as thlnk- 
ifig the PlayhoDfe where her hufband was free and welcomci preferable 
to the Tavern, then too much frequented^ where falhion and conviviality 
iooo(ten tempted hkn to fquander bis money» ao4 inj/vatt his health. 
^ Se& jt at Jiwge in N^ VJ. 
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playing before the commencement of th^ en-c 
fuing fcftival with a Pky, if not promoting 
Virtue, yet written in analogy to the principle* 
of it, nay of Religion. The entertainment I 
mean is " Hamlet," in whichsthere are innu- 
merable incidents which ftrongly ftrike the mind 
of the fped:ator, with meffages of horror, re* 
venge upon unjuft a^^tons undertaken fronx 
ambition, with many other laudable circum- ' 
ftances, on which I have heard you make much 
better obfervations than I can fuggeft, unlefs, I 
were to remind you of what you yourfelf faid o£ 
Ophelia's melancholy at the introduftion of 
the Grave-digger, the coiwerfation of the fcholars 
with the prince, the duel, the explanation be- 
tween the fon and mother, and fo of the whole 
work. 

1 went, as you bid mc, to fee the Prifoner* 
from Prefton * on Friday laft; but you could not 
have put me upon a more ungrateful talk; to fee 
a number of deluded zealots fitcrificed to the 
pride and ambition of thofe who will venture 

♦ Thefe, to the number of 200, were brought to town Dec. g, 171 5f 
wider a ftrong guard, with fwords drawn, and bayonets at the end ol 
theii- mufltets. Among them were the Lords Derwentwater and Wed» 
Urington, both Catholics ; General Forefter, with his attendant Chap* 
lain, and a Catholic Prieft ; the Scotch Lords Nithefdale, Cainworlh, 
Kenmuir ; Brigadier Mackintolh, &c. After being led ia proceffiosi 
through the principal ftreetsj thofe of fuperior quality were lodged in thd 
Tower; about 50 were condui^ied Co Newgate j 80 to the Fleet ; and 59 
to the Marfh^lfea. ^ 
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nothing but their intcreft in another world for 
?ny caufe or party, was matter of forrow arid, 
pity to me ; though at the fame time I could 
not but rejoicb in feeing the open enemies of 
my country difarnied and at mercy. There was i 
young lad there with a rope round his (boulders^ 
who it feems has fliewed an uncommon courages 
and magnanity. If he can be begged at Tyburn^ 
he will be as great a public favourite as mailer 
Charles is a private onci 

I muft beg your cxcufe for anfwering how it 
comes to pafs that the mod popular caufe, and 
a prince at the head of it with the iroft humane! 
qualities that ever blefl'ed a throne, Ihould not 
be more popular, and the principles and perfons 
of men who have fo many years meditated the 
general ruin not yet the fcorn and abomination 
of mankind, 1 will not anfwer fuch queftions, 
but confine myfelf to the rehearfal of Town- 
Talk, and have to do with the fcience of Polii 
ticks no otherwife than as it is fuch *'. 

But when I tell you I will give you only the 
Talk of the Town, it is neceffary that I ex- 
plain what I underftand you expeft by that de- 
icription of the fort of intelligence you would 
have. It is ordinary to fay the City, Town^ and 
Country ; this takes in the refidence of all the 

♦ The meaning i^, that he would not write of any thing of a piUtltal 
nj/'/uvf^ uohSs it becsanc T^wn-^Jki 
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inhabitants of this great and virtuous ifland : 
but the word Town implies the bell people in 
the whole, where-ever they are pleafed or are 
difpofed or are able to live. The Town is the 
upper part of the world, or rather the falhion- 
able people, thofe who are diftinguiihed from 
the reft by fome eminence. Thefe compofe 
what we call The Town ; and the intelligent 
very well know, that many have got eftates both 
in London and Weftminfter, and died in thefe 
cities, that could never get into Town. As the 
Exchange is the heart of London ; the great 
Hall, and all under the contiguous roofs, the* 
heart of Westminster; fo is Covent-Garden 
the heart of The Town. What happens to be 
in difcourfe or agitation among the pleafurable 
and reafonable people is what ftiall make up The 
Town-Talk. 

The Idle and the Lazy are equally out of 
Town, if nothing arifes from their floth or em- 
ployment worth preferring them to the notic| of 
the elegant. It is in this fpirit, that when the 
ftreets and houfes are full, it is often very 
juftly faid '* there is nobody in Town."' And 
when the men of bufinefs are at a lofs, it is die- 
tated by us who are in Town what they fliould 
do, ariU we fay, " The Town will have it'* fo 
and fo. It is to be noted, that every one would 
be in Town if they could, but (bKv^il\\r^%^^ 
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other happens unfortunately, that thoufends die 
by the way. I fliall give you an exaQ: account 
from time to time who are in Town, who arc 
travelling to it, and who are out of the road, and 
drive from it in proportion to the fpeed they 
cnake towards it. I am, Madam, 
Your moft obedient, 

and mod humble fcrvant. 



■^ 
S 
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MADAM, 

TH E epiftle, which I fent you lafl: week, had. 
a narration in it which has given very great 
offence * ; but I had no apprehenfions that, it 
would difturb you ; for though the fads which 
compofe the ftory are highly licentious, I am 
confident it was told in a manner which could 
pot excite to the vice it defcribed, but cxpreflfed 
what happened, by djrawing the imagination to 
another obje^, the very inftant wherein the moft 
blameable tranfadlion was intimated. There was 
^ drift in beginning in this manner our corre- 
fpondence ; for as it is the wife provifion of ouy 
Jaw- givers to take care that every member Ihould 

♦ Soe the t^p in p. |a, fa fcqq. 
5 ^R\\Xa 
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write the whole fuperfcription of the letters which 
they frank, I could not get any to do me that fa- 
vour, without naming your name; for which, and 
many other reafons, I print what I fend you, to 
raife a fund for poftage, as well as that I would 
have the opinion of the Town upon what I write 
tio her whom I prefer to all the reft of my readers^ 
Had there been nothing of amorous intrigue ia 
the ftory, it had lain like the tratiflation of an 
Italian Opera, ftripped of the mufick, which 
makes the nonfenfe pafs off. There is an cfta- 
blifhed ftate of Innocence and Virtue, which is 
of too healthy a complexion to receive hurt or 
jcontagion from the obfervation of vices and in- 
firmities, "io which other people rejoice. To 
fuch an one as your Ladyfliip, the intrigues of vi- 
cious lovers may be related with the fame fafety, 
as gambols, dances and gefticulations in a 
drunken Dutch pidure, may be feen by a fober 
*nd intelligent man. He has a pleafure in calm 
and indolent refleftlons above all that can be 
tafted in frolick and jollity : and part of this 
fatisfaiflion arifes from the inward fenfe of a 
tranquillity \inknown to thofewho are in the 
madnefs of laughter. 

I went the other day to vifit the lady you corr- 
manded me, and found her up and drefled at 
twelve a clppk in the morning. She gave me a 
C 2 - cx^'^ 
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cup of tea, and began, and naming you, faid, 
** flie was fure the paper of Town-Talk was 
•* written for your Lady lhip*s fervice,and by nie/' 
rl was going to fay fometbing in evafion of that 
queftion, when Ihe faid, " Well, Sir, I defire 
'** you would give my humble fervice, and tell 
*' her, if ftie were now in Town, flie would be 
** the moll particular odd creature in the world* 
*' Her way was always to be fome way or other 
:*^ employed ; Ihe ufed to be at her needle, hear- 
/Mng another read, or elfe in her clofet, half 
*^ the morning, reading alone. But pray tell 
" her from me, that flie would have the fate 
*' that I have, who was a woman of the fame 
** kind of breeding, to be thought old-falhioned, 
** particular, and pretending, Wom<en now-a- 
** days do only grow tall, and then get a toler- 
** able air in their perfon, and they are ac- 
y compHfhed ladies. All the reft is fupplied 
** by living in little groupes and parties, and 
*^ putting every thing out of countenance which 
"they don't like, or running it down in the 
** circle wherein they themfelves were., This is 
*^ a Ihort way to fupply thofe defers which are 
*^ not to be got over without thought and ap- 
** plication. 

*' The perfons of all thpfe not in the favour 
** of one of thefe gangs, are confidered from 
f* head to foot ; and then it is fo hideous, that 

" CvxcK 
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*^ fuch a one ihould pretend to have any thing 
*' that became her. Being out of their favour 
'^ is being guilty of all evil, and being in it 
** furnifhes the favourite with all that is good. . 
" This, Madam, is the infolence of fafhion and 
^' wealth, which keeps the meaneft people above 
•* contempt, gives them the aflurance to throw; 
*' all diflindtions into that one circumftance, 
*' with this addition, which is very particular, 
*^ that that Ihall not be a fecurity to thofe whom 
" they of the gang do not like, though it is all 
*^ they have themfelves to fupport them in the 
" pretenfion of approving or dilliking any one 
"elfe. 

**When people go beyond the rules of de- 
^* cency and reafon, they give no bounds to 
** their infolence and affectation. Fine ladies 
^' ihall pretend to make it a fafliion to zGt and 
** talk fillily. If there be any thing peculiar in 
*^ the tone of a voice, the nod of the head, or 
*' the gefture of the body, that they think gives 
^' a pretty and odd diftindtion to themfelves, you 
** ihall have one of them fpeak in that affedted 
** manner a thing premeditately lilly, and the 
" reft ihall admire it, * That is fo natural, Thaf 
*' is like her !* Naivete is a great word with 
*^ them on that occafion, and I have very often 
" heard it, as a term of praife, faid, ' That was 

C 2 '\^^ 
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" fo foolilh !* It would be endlefs to recount 
*' to you the many inftances of this kind, which 
« every body that keeps good eon^pany muft 
^* have obferved, and they cannot have efcaped 
*' your notice/* 

Wc were here interrupted by a fervant*8 en- 
tering the room, and "ulhering in your coufia 
Arthur^ 

My friend recchred him, by reaffuming the 
difcourfe, and telling him, ^* that flie was now 
•^entertaining mc with fome particular fenti- 
** ments of her own, concerning the 6ne womea 
*^ of this age.'* 

He would not give her time to proceed, but, 
what is feldom pleafing to her, took the words 
out of her mouth ; and taking his feat, ** Madam,'* 
faid he, " I never could yet undcrftand what 
** they meant by a fine lady. The ordinary 
** idea, that ftrikes the imagination in the men- 
" tion of her, is a female, fomewhat below the 
^* fize of a man, who is not reckoned tall. It is 
'* an harnK>ny of fuppofed limbs, hid from us 
*• by foft attire, of well-chofen colours. It has 
** a countenance made up of agreeable features 
** and a fair compleftion." The lady inter- 
rupted him with, ** O fie, Mr. Arthur !** and a 
modefly as if he was defcribing her. He took 
the hint with quicknefs enough ; and faid, 

" Madam ^ 
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" Madam, it is certainly fo, that your fine lady 
** has nothing of you, whom 1 really think one, 
•f in the general acceptation of the word, but 
** your perfon. The fine lady is as little under* 
** ftood as the^ne gentleman. We do not think 
*^ of the obedient daughter, the agreeable wife, 
** the chafte matron, the deferving fitter, or a 
** creature with any one attribute, but what arc 
♦• inherent in her very make, and as infeparable 
*^ from her as life and motion. She mayte, for 
•* aught we obferve of a fine lady, a ter- 
^* magant, and an impertinent, vain, filly, and 
** malicious, without the leaft decay of features 
** or. charms ; and when we defcribe her to 
** our own minds as fuch a mere mechanifm, 
*' why Ihould fhe difcompofe her pretty Being 
** with fearching after accomplifliments, which 
•' are feparate from the reafons of our liking ? 
•' You, Madam, whom I have known fo ob- 
** liging a filler to your brothers, fo ufeful and 
•* helpful a daughter to your mother, fo orha- 
*^ mental and honourable a wife to your hufband, 
*^ cannot fufFer the leaft decay in your perfon oif 
•• your countenance, till I know you are weary 
^» of the exercife of thofe qualities in any of 
•' thefe relations.*' 

" Sir,** faid flie with an air of much frank- 

nefs, " I take very kindly what you fay, becaufe 

C 4 •* I cannot 
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" fo foolilh !* It would be endlefs to recount 
*' to you the many inftances of this kind, which 
«* every body that keeps good con^pany muft 
^* have obferved, aijd they cannot have efcaped 
*' your notice/* 

Wc were here interrupted by a fervant*8 en- 
tering the room, and "ulhering in your coufin 
Arthur; 

My friend recchred him, by reaffuming the 
difcourfe, and telling him, ^* that flie was now 
•^ entertaining mc with fome particular fenti- 
** ments of her own, concerning the fine womea 
*^ of this age.'* 

He would not give her time to proceed, but, 
what is feldom pleafing to her, took the words 
out of her mouth ; and taking his feat, ** Madam,'* 
faid he, ** I never could yet undcrftand what 
** they meant by a fine lady. The ordinary 
** idea, that ftrikes the imagination in the men- 
" tion of her, is a female, fomewhat below the 
^* fize of a man, who is not reckoned tall. It is 
'* an harnK>ny of fuppofed limbs, hid from us 
*' by foft attire, of well-chofen colours. It has 
** a countenance made up of agreeable features 
** and a fair compleftion." The lady inter- 
rupted him with, ** O fie, Mr. Arthur !** and a 
modefly as if he was defcribing her. He took 
the hint with quicknefs enough ; and faid, 

" Madam, 
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" Madam, it is certainly fo, that your fine lady 
** has nothing of you, whom 1 really think one, 
•f in the general acceptation of the word, but 
** your perfon. The fine lady is as little under* 
** ftood as the^w^ gentleman. We do not think 
*^ of the obedient daughter, the agreeable wife, 
*' the chafte matron, the deferving fitter, or a 
** creature with any one attribute, but what arc 
♦* inherent in her very make, and as infeparable 
^^ from her as life and motion. She mayte, for 
•* aught we obferve of a fine lady, a ter- 
^* magant, and an impertinent, vain, filly, and 
** malicious, without the leaft decay of features 
** or. charms ; and when we defcribe her to 
** our own minds as fuch a mere mechanifm, 
*' why Ihould fhe difcompofe her pretty Being 
*' with fearching after accomplifliments, which 
•* are feparate from the reafons of our liking ? 
"You, Madam, whom I have known fo ob- 
^^ Hging a filler to your brothers, fo ufeful and 
•* helpful a daughter to your mother, fo orna- 
*^ mental and honourable a wife to your hufband, 
*^ cannot fufFer the leaft decay in your perfon of 
^* your countenance, till I know you are weary 
^» of the exercife of thofe qualities in any of 
•' thefe relations.*' 

*' Sir,** faid flie with an air of much frank- 

nefs, " I take very kindly what you fay, becaufe 

C 4 •* I cannot 
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" I cannot but be confcious of having carefully 
" endeavoured to difcharge thofe duties for 
*^ which you have commended me ; though at 
'^ the fanae time I muft confefs to you that the 
*' homage, which I thought you were fo cpurtly 
** as to pay my perfon in the defcription of a 
'' fine woman, gratified my humour much more 
^^ than thefe reafonable praifes. When I own 
" this, you muft acknowledge alfo on your fide, 
*' that it is becaufe you value us moft for what 
^^ is leaft praife-worthy, that we ftudy to excel 
^* in things leaft valuable in themfelves. Would 
^* you have us, whofe bufinefs is to win you^ 
" prefent to your view what yourfelves moft 
*^ negledt ?. If you efteem only trifles, they ceafe 
** to be fuch to us, whofe fate depends upon 
" your efteem.'* 

** You are always," replied Mr. Arthur, 
** very reafonable in your refleftionsj but you 
•* may talk on this fubjedl with fafety •, one v/h6 
" excels every way, need not be much con- 
" cerned what quality or endowment has the 
** fafhion of the age or time on its fide. But 
'* the beft vehicle for conveying right fentiments 
** into the people, is certainly the Theatre ; and 
^* I have been credibly informed that the 
*' fliarers in that of Drury-Lane had formed a 
" defign of reforming the prefent tafte of it, by 
*^ giving due encouragement to men of abilities, 

«« as 
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^* as well by a careful performance of what they 
^^ ihould ad:, as a juft recompcnce for the pur- 
^' chafe of their works, to engage them fteadily 
** and heartily in their interefts. But a new 
•* houfe, finely gilded, having been opened 
*• againft them laft winter, they were forced to 
** fufpend their improvement, to confult their 
" fafety, which was in very great.danger, by the . 
** lofs of many of their aftors, who knew, if 
** they were not excellent, they were neceffary. 
** I am very glad to hear they are provided with 
*' others to fupply fuch parts, and have leifure 
*' enough to profecute the reformers laudable 
** undertaking. The favour of fome eminent 
** perfons, who will fliOKtly appear the profefled 
** patrons of this defign, may poffibly be fuffi- 
•* cient to oppofe the torrent of ignorance and 
" prejudice, which muft attend an innova- 
^^-tion of that kind upon an audience, who 
^* are fo utterly lawlefs andunreftrajned as not 
** to be checked even by refpedt to each other. 
*^ It is to me a caufe both of indignation and 
" laughter, to fee the wit of the Britilh Theatre 
** protected by a grenadier at each entrance of 
•* the ftage; but difficulty in the profpedl muft 
** not deter well-meaning endeavours from mak- 
" ing the attempt. If they fucceed in it, they 
** ought to be regarded as patriots in the learned 
*' world, who are to pafs through a great deal 

•'of 
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** of outrage from the lewd and impertinent^ 
•* the proud and ignorant, for attempting to 
" diflurb their enjoyment of ill-nature and 
*' ill-manners, and bring them under the yokcr 
^^ of civility. 1 have often faid, it would 
•* mightily conduce to the reformation of 
« the Stage, that the Author of a PJay Ihould 
*^ be concealed till the fate of it was over 5 or, 
" indeed, till he had refolved to write no longer 
** for the ftage. It is incredible what prejudices 
" and animofities arife againfl: any man who 
" even in this way, which one would think very 
" much abftradted from the interefts of thofe 
'' who do not themfelves write, endeavours to 
•' excell and recommend himfelf to mankind. 
" I happened, at the requeft of fome ladies who 
*' befpoke it, to be at the revival of * The Lady's 
" laft Stake, or the Wife's Refentment * ;' the 
** paffages which I liked moft i(i it, having for- 
** merly read the play, I obferved were omitted 
^^ in the aSion ; upon enquiry, it did not a little 
^^ divert me to find that they were left out for 
<* fear of offending two parties, which make a 
*^ great part of the audience in the druggie of 
** two houfes i to wit, the Whores and the Game- 
<« fters. Sir Friendly Moral, in the fifth 
"aft. where the dialogue turns upon the choice 
♦* of company, exprefles himfelf in this fancy 

* A Comedy, by C. Cibbce. 

*' maxuier 
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*• manner againft the faid two powerful parties; 
** * It is in my opinion as difhoneft in a man of 
*^ quality, to converfe with a well-bred rogue, 

'♦' as it were unfafe for a woman of reputation 
<* to make a companion of an agreeable ftrum- 
" pet. People's tafte and principles are very 
**juftly meafured by their choice of acquain- 
** tance. Befides, a man of honour owes thfc 
** difcountenance of a villain, as a debt to his 
** own dignity. How poor a fpirit muft it flievr 
** in our people of fortune, to let fellows Who 
** deferve hanging every other day of their 
** lives, die at laft of fitting up in the bed 
** company !* There is no doubt but both of 
** thefe parties take themfelves to be injured, 
*^ when put upon the level with Players, and 
*^ would have refented to have One for their 

. ** Monitor, For this reafon honeft Gibber fear- 
** ing himfelf not to be of quality to be wife, 
*^ ftruck this piece of morality out of his play, 
^* The unexpected reconciliation of the maimed 
** pair was received with an honeft and good- 
** natured emotion of heart. There is another 
" uncommon diftrefs in it, which deeply en- 
'* gaged the audience in the cataftrophe without 
'* the help of fword, dagger, tyranny, or poifon. 
** You have there a woman of quality and un- 
" blemilhed fame, made up for a few moments 
** thegreateft objeS of compaflion, by unwarily 

** purfuing 
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*' purfuing a diverfion in itfelf indifferent ; her 
** danger is no le'fs than that of the lofs of her 
^* honour, of herfelf ; and Ihe is relieved by 
** an artful turn in the Play, and cured of the* 
** folly that led her into it. You know, Madam, 
** I who am a profefled admirer of Shakespear 
" and of his plays, think OxHEtLO the neareft 
** a perfect piece ; when I fay a perfed piece, I 
** fpeak alittle in the ftyle of a Critic, and have 
*' fome dramatic rules at heart more than itis for 
** the intereft of Shakespear his readers (hould 
** regard. I have engaged feveral ladies of my 
" acquaintance to befpeak this Play; upon which 
'• occafion we fent for Mr. Gibber, to know 
*' whether we could have it adled. It was a 
** lady, who has very defcrvedly much power im 
** town, ^fked for this Tragedy ; but we were 
•* mightily furprized to obferve the coldnefs 
** with which he received her Commands. He 
** eafily took notice of a refentment in her upon 
" it, and excufed himfclf by faying, * There was 
" nobody but hipi to a<3: Iago.' She anfwered, 
t€ € Why, Mr. Gibber, I liked you mightily in 
" it.* * So great an honour as this,* he replied, 
** * makes fome recompence for the ill-will I 
•^ have gained among our common audience for 
*' tbe many ill adions I have done under cha- 
" rafters of that fort.' We laughed at his dif- 
*' trcfi^; but he infifted upoa it, that it had a 

** very 
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*' very important ill effe£t upon his own little 
*• affairs and convcrfation in the world. He ac» 
** knowledged, it proceeded from a good caufc 
/* in the audience, their deteftation of the falfc- 
^* hood he was guilty of in thofe ' characters, 
** without confidering, that if he himfelf had 
>* not the fame deteftation, he could never per* 
•* form them. The horror of the vice is what 
*' capacitates a man to fearch into it, and expofe 
*< it in its due deformity. Were this vice a 
^* man's own, he could not for his foul give it 
^* out in odious and fuitable geftures ; but the 
^* common people, who are -hurried by fenfible 
/' objeds without refledrion, catch at the ador 
" for the murtherer and the villain. They do 
" not confider, a man perfonates, and revenge 
*^ themfelves in the imagination upon the imme- 
'^ diate offender ; they carry this diftafte to an 
" averfion for a man's perfon, in all the indif- 
•* ferent circumftances of life." 

This was the main of the Chit-chat I met 
with where you commanded me to vifit ; and I 
could not but refled: with fome gravity upon 
the ill confequence of doing unacceptable things, 
however laudable it may be in him who under- 
takes them ; and I hope. Madam, I ihall have 
your good will in proportion to the diflike I am 
lure to meet with for the jufl; reprefentations I 

make 



£i TOK^N-TAXK- NO t: 

^^ fo foolilh !' It would be endlefs to recount 
** to you the many inftances of this kind, which 
"every body that keeps good company muft 
^* have obferved, and they cannot have efcaped 
*' your notice/* 

We were here interrupted by a fervant'g en- 
tering the room, 2Ltkd "ulhering in your coufia 
ArthurI 

My friend recchred him, by reaffuming the 
difcourfe, and telling him, ^* .that Ihe was now 
*^ entertaining me with fome particular fenti- 
** ments of her own, concerning the fine womea 
^* of this age." 

He would not give her time to proceed, but, 
what is feldom pleafing to her, took the words 
out of her mouth ; and taking his feat, ** Madam,'* 
(aid he, ** I never could yet undcrftand what 
** they meant by a fine lady. The ordinary 
*• idea, that ftrikes the imagination in the men* 
'* tion of her, is a female, fomewhat below the 
** fize of a man, who is not reckoned tall. It is 
'* an harmony of fuppofed limbs, hid from us 
** by foft attire, of well-chofen colours. It has 
** a countenance made up of agreeable features 
** and a fair compleaion/' The lady inter- 
rupted him with, ** O fie, Mr. Arthur !"' and a 
modefly as if he was defcribing her. He took 
the hint with quicknefs enough ; and faid, 

" Madam, 
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" Madam, it is certainly fo, that your fine lady 
** has nothing of you, whom 1 really think one, 
•^ in the general acceptation of the word, but 
** your perfon. TYit fine lady is as little under* 
** flood as the^;i^ gentleman. Wc do not think 
** of the obedient daughter, the agreeable wife, 
^* the chafte matron, the deferving fitter, or a 
*' creature with any one attribute, but what arc 
•• inherent in her very make, and as infeparable 
^^ from her as life and motion. She maybe, for 
•^ aught we obferve of a fine lady, a ter- 
^' magant, and an impertinent, vain, filly, and 
" malicious, without the leaft decay of features 
** or charms ; and when we defcribe her to 
** our own minds as fuch a mere mechanifm, 
^' why Ihould (he difcompofe her pretty Being 
** with fearching after accomplifliments, which 
'* are feparate from the reafons of our liking ? 
" You, Madam, whom I have known fo ob- 
^* liging a fifter to your brothers, fo ufeful and 
•* helpful a daughter to your mother, fo orha- 
*^ mental and honourable a wife to your hufband, 
** cannot fufFer the leaft decay in your perfon oif 
•• your countenance, till I know you are weary 
** of the exercife of thofe qualities in any of 
«' thefe relations.*' 

•' Sir,** faid Ihe with an air of much frank- 

nefs, " I take very kindly what you fay, becaufe 

C 4 «V I catnnot 
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*' I cannot but be confcious of having carefully 
" endeavoured to difcharge thofe duties for 
*^ which you have commended me ; though at 
'^ the fanae time I muft confefs to you that the 
*' homage, which I thought you were fo courtly 
•* as to pay my perfon in the defcription of a 
'' fine woman, gratified my humour much more 
^' than thefe reafonable praifes. When I own 
" this, you muft acknowledge alfo on your fide, 
*' that it is becaufe you value us moft for what 
^^ is leaft praife-worthy, that we ftudy to excel 
^* in things leaft valuable in themfelves. Would 
** you have us, whofe bufinefs is to win you^ 
" prefent to your view what yourfelves mo(t 
** negledt ?. If you efteem only trifles, they ceafe 
** to be fuch to us, whofe fate depends upon 
" your efteem.'* 

** You are always," replied Mr. Arthur, 
** very reafonable in your refleftionsj but you 
•* may talk on this fubjedl with fafety •, one who 
" excels every way, need not be much con- 
** cerned what quality or endowment has the 
** fafhion of the age or time on its fide. But 
'* the beft vehicle for conveying right fentiments 
** into the people, is certainly the Theatre ; and 
^' I have been credibly informed that the 
*' fliarers in that of Drury-Lane had formed a 
" dcfign of reforming the prefent tafte of it, by 
^^ giving due encouragement to men of abilities, 



^s 
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^* as well by a careful performance of what they 
^^ ihould ad:, as a juft recompcnce for the pur- 
*' chafe of their works, to engage them fteadiljr 
** and heartily in their interefts. But a new 
•* houfe, finely gilded, having been opened 
*• againft them laft winter, they were forced to 
** fufpend their improvement, to confult their 
^^ fafety, which was in very great.danger, by the . 
** lofs of many of their aAors, who knew, if 
** they were not excellent, they were neceffary. 
** I am very glad to hear they are provided with 
*' others to fupply fuch parts, and have leifure 
" enough to profecute the reformers laudable 
** undertaking. The favour of fome eminent 
** perfons, who will flioctly appear the profeffcd 
^^ patrons of this defign, may poffibly be fuffi- 
^ cient to oppofe the torrent of ignorance and 
** prejudice, which muft attend an innova- 
^^ tion of that kind upon an audience, who 
** are fo utterly lawlefs and unreftrajncd as not 
** to be checked even by refped to each other. 
*^ It is to me a c^ufe both of indignation and 
*' laughter, to fee the wit of the Britifli Theatre 
** protected by a grenadier at each entrance of 
•* the ftage; but difficulty in the profpeft muft 
** not deter well-meaning endeavours from mak- 
** ing the attempt. If they fucceed in it, they 
•* ought to be regarded as patriots in the learned 
*' world, who arc to pafs thiou^Vi ?l ^^^x. ^^^ 
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^^ of outrage from the lewd and impertinent^ 
" the proud and ignorant, for attempting to 
" diflurb their enjoyment of ill-nature and . 
f« ill-manners, and bring them under the yoke 
*' of civility. 1 have often faid, it would 
" mightily conduce to the reformation of 
« the Stage, that the Author of a PJay Ihould 
" be concealed till the fate of it was over 5 or, 
" indeed, till he had refolved to write no longer 
** for the ftage. It is incredible what prejudices 
" and animofities arife againfl: any man who 
*^ even in this way, which one would think very 
" much abftradted from the interefts of thofe 
'' who do not themfelves write, endeavours to 
" excell and recommend himfelf to mankind. 
" I happened, at the requeft of fome ladies who 
" befpoke it, to be at the revival of * The Lady's 
« laft Stake, or the Wife's Refentment * ;' the 
" paffages which I liked moft in it, having for* 
*^ merly read the play, I obferved were omitted 
*^ in the aSion ; upon enquiry, it did not a little 
*^ divert me to find that they were left out for 
" fear of offending two parties, which make a 
** great part of the audience in the druggie of 
** two houfes i to wit, the Whores and the Game- 
*' fters. Sir Friendly Moral, in the fifth 
** aft. where the dialogue turns upon the choice 
♦* of company, expreffes himfelf in this fancy 

« A Comedji by C, Cibbcc 
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" manner againft the faid two powerful parties; 
** * It is in my opinion as difhoneft in a man df 
*^ quality, to converfe with a well-bred rogue, 
'♦« as it were unfafe for a woman of reputation 
" to make a companion of an agreeable ftrum- 
" pet. People's tafte and principles are very 
**juftly meafured by their choice of acquain- 
** tance. Befides, a man of honour owes thfc 
** difcountcnance of a villain, as a debt to his 
^' own dignity. How poor a fpirit muft it flievr 
*' in our people of fortune, to let fellows who 
•^ deferve hanging every other day of their 
** lives, die at laft of fitting up in the bed 
** company T There is no doubt but both of 
*' thefe parties take themfelves to be injured, 
*' when put upon the level with Players, and 
" would have refented to have One for their 
*^ Monitor. For this reafon honeft Gibber fear- 
** ing himfelf not to be of quality to be wife, 
*^ ftruck this piece of morality out of his play, 
^^ The unexpefted reconciliation of the maimed 
*^ pair was received with an honeft and good- 
^ natured emotion of heart. There is another 
" uncommon diftrefs in it, which deeply en- 
'' gaged the audience in the cataftrophe without 
'* the help of fword, dagger, tyranny, or poifon. 
" You have there a woman of quality and un- 
^* blemilhed fame, made up for a few moments 
** thegreateft objcil of com^^^t&otv^b^ vxow^tvl^ 
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*' purfuing a diverfion in itfelf indifferent ; her 
** danger is no le'fs than that of the lofs of her 
^* honour, of herfelf ; and Ihe is relieved by 
^* an artful turn in the Play, and cured of the* 
** folly that led her into it. You know, Madam, 
** I who am a profefled admirer of Shakespear 
•* and of his plays, think OxHEtLO the neareft 
*' a perfect piece ; when I fay a perfe6l piece, I 
** fpeak alittle in the ftyle of a Critic, and have 
*' fome dramatic rules at heart more than itis for 
** the intereft of Shakespear his readers ftiould 
** regard, I have engaged feveral ladies of my 
•^ acquaintance to bcfpeak this Play; upon which 
'• occafion we fent for Mr. Gibber, to know 
** whether we could have it adled. It was a 
** lady, who has very defcrvedly much power in 
** town, ^fked for this Tragedy ; but we were 
•* mightily furprized to obferve the coldnefs 
** with which he received her Commands. He 
^* eafily took notice of a refentment in her upon 
** it, and excufed himfclf by faying, * There was 
" nobody but him to adt Iago.' She anfwered, 
c« i Why, Mr. Cijbber, I liked you mightily in 
*' it.* * So great an honour as this,* he replied, 
*^ * makes fome recompence for the ill-will I 
*^ have gained among our common audience for 
** the many ill actions I have done under cha- 
" rafters of that fort.' We laughed at his dif- 
^'treA; but he infiftcd upoa it, x.\v^x \t Vv-aA^ 



N« 2. T O W N - T A L K. 29 

'* very important ill effed: upon his own little 
** affairs and convcrfation in the world. He ac» 
•* knowledged, it proceeded from a good caufc 
y in the audience, their deteftation of the falfe^^ 
** hood he was guilty of in thofe ' characters, 
*' without confidering, that if he himfelf had 
** not the fame deteftation, he could never per* 
** form them. The horror of the vice is what 
^^ capacitates a man to fearch into it, and expofe 
*^ it in its due deformity. Were this vice a 
** man's own, he could not for his foul give it 
*^ out in odious and fuitable geftures ; but the 
^* common people, who are -hurried by fenfible 
. ** objedts without refledrion, catch at the ador 
" for the murtherer and the villain. They do 
" not confider, a man perfonates, and revenge 
«' themfelves in the imagination upon the imme- 
** diate offender ; they carry this diftafte to an 
*^ averfion for a man's perfon, in all the indif- 
•* ferent circumftances of life." 

This was the, main of the Chit-chat I met 
with where you commanded me to vifit ; and I 
could not but refled: with fome gravity upon 
the ill confequence of doing unacceptable things, 
however laudable it may be in him who under- 
takes them ; and I hope. Madam, I ihall have 
your good will in proportion to the diflike I am 
lure to meet witH for the jufl; reprefentations I 

make 



2. 
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*^ purfuing a diverfion in itfelf indifferent ; her 
** danger is no le'fs than that of the lofs of her 
^* honour, of herfelf ; and Ihe is relieved by 
** an artful turn in the Play, and cured of the* 
** folly that led her into it. You know. Madam, 
** I who am a profeffed admirer of Shakespear 
** and of his plays, think OxHEtLO the neareft 
'* a perfedt piece ; when I fay a perfect piece, I 
** fpeak alittle in the ftyle of a Critic, and have 
*' fome dramatic rules at heart more than itis for 
" the intereft of Shakespear his readers ftiould 
** regard. I have engaged feveral ladies of my 
" acquaintance to bcfpeak this Play; upon which 
'• occafion we fent for Mr. Gibber, to know 
** whether we could have it adled. It was a 
** lady, who has very defcrvedly much power in 
** town, ^fked for this Tragedy ; but we were 
•* mightily furprized to obferve the coldnefs 
** with which he received her Commands. He 
** eafily took notice of a refentment in her upon 
** it, and excufed himfclf by faying, * There was 
•' nobody but him to aft Iago.' She anfwered, 
*c « Why, Mr. Gibber, I liked you mightily in 
" it.* * So great an honour as this,* he replied, 
** * makes fome recompence for the ill-will I 
•^ have gained among our common audience for 
*' the many ill adions I have done under cha- 
" rafters of that fort.' We laughed at his dif- 
^' trcA; but he ihfifted upaa it, x.Vv2X \t Vv-aA^ 
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** very important ill effed: upon his own little 

*• affairs and convcrfation in the world. He ac- 

** knowledged, it proceeded from a good caufc 

/' in the audience, their deteftation of the falfc** 

*^ hood he was guilty of in thofe * charaders, 

** without confidering, that if he himfelf had 

** not the fame deteftation, he could never per» 

** form them. The horror of the vice is what 

*' capacitates a man to fearch into it, and expofe 

** it in its due deformity. Were this vice a 

^* man's own, he could not for his foul give it 

** out in odious and fuitable geftures ; but the 

*^ common people, who are -hurried by fenfible 

.*' objeds without refledtion, catch at the ador 

*' for the murtherer and the villain. They do 

" not confider, a man perfonates, and revenge 

«* themfelves in the imagination upon the imme- 

** diate offender ; they carry this diftafte to an 

** averiion for a man's perfon, in all the indif- 

•* ferent circumftances of life." 

This was the, main of the Chit-chat I met 
with where you commanded me to vifit ; and I 
could not but refled: with fome gravity upon 
the ill confequence of doing unacceptable things, 
however laudable it may be in him who under- 
takes them ; and I hope. Madam, I ihall have 
your good will in proportion to the diflike I am 
fure to meet witH for the jufl; reprefentations I 

make 
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make to you, of perfons whom any of my 
readers may believe they rcfemble. 

Mrs. Thimble has been at ipy lodgings this 
morning, and threatens me with nothing: left 
than fword and pidol, from fome Bravoes in her 
intereft; for difcovering her charitable ikaring 
her friend Mr^ Charles. The whole Sifter- 
iood are alarmed at it ; but as it has not abated, 
but rather increafed the number of Mrs* 
Thimble's cuHomers, if fhe takes the law of 
nie, fhe will b^ at a lofs to prove damages. I 
could not have got her out of my lodgings this 
morning, but that (he is in conftant fear fome of 
Jicr maids fhould attend when ^Ir. CHARLEscalls, 

I cannot at prefent furnifli out fuch a quantity 

of Tittle-tattle as you expe(3t from me, 

•without falling upcm the common topick of 

thofe that want difcourfe, talking of the weather ; 

but it fupplied me with an accident to-day, 

which I was wifliing I could reprefent to you. 

You know Mr. Doughty, who is the moft fu- 

percilious, haughty, difdainful, and bloated 

i proud rogue in the univerfe. Our familiar friend, 

Jack Handcuff, is his mortal averfion. I faw 

•them meet to-day ;n the Piazza of Covent- 

Garden; it gave me an idea I had never before 

bad^ that a proud fellow fuffers more than all 

jhc reft of the fpecies in col4 weather, Doughty 

looked 
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looked diredly forward, and ftrove to overlook 
him; but that was impoffible, for Jack feized 
him, and exprcfles a thoufand familiar fatif- 
fadions in meeting him. Upon the furly dumb- 
nefs and ftrange look of Doughty fulluponhim^ 
Jack begins to enquire with much folicitation 
about his health j " for," faid he, " methinks 
^* you look thinner than you had ufed to do/* 

Doughty, ftirinking with cold, and fretting 
with pride, difabled his features from expreffing 
their ufual haughtinefs, fo that he became th(? 
pity of him that was his fcorn. 

I pafled by them in this afpedt, wondering with 
myfelf, that all common fufferings, even that of 
the feafon and weather, does not raife in men 
common benevolence. At this time of the year, 
were I to acquaint you with the mifcrable objedtsi 
pafs by, ready to die away in the midft of health 
for meer cold and hunger, it would too nearly 
touch your generous and afFeftionate temper, 
which 1 know has moved you at the approach- 
ing feftival to make provifion for the diftrefles 
of your indigent neighbours. But I grow grave, 
and forget that doing you juftice on this head 
would be a fatire upon the generality of thofc 
IP your condition. Every body is preparing to 
repeat with frefli vigour in the new year the- 
foUijes and vanities which make up the account 

of 
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of the old one. Marc i a has thefe thirty years 
appeared in the fame colours for which flie was 
fo much commended at five and twenty. We 
every year alter j but none but fuch as you, who 
have a pleafure in expedting to change life itfelf 
for a better, can, maugre all the mortifications 
•that every body meets with, believe they abate 
in their appearance from what they were under 
thirty. 

Your Coufin Andrew carried the letter of 
recommendation to him who is fo able at this 
time to ferve him, but has waited to no purpofc, 
after many ambiguous and general proteftations 
and promifes of kindnefs. He is in a very fuUen 
way, and was murmuring among a fet of his 
friends, the other night, at a man who was 
fo much obliged, and had it fo much in his 
power to ferve him. Your' uncle, who deals 
mightily in Proverbs and Stories, told him," He 
•* muft not be angry at the Gentleman, for it was 
** the mill that did it.*' We wanted his meaning, 
and he told us the following ftory. ** A country 
" fellow carrying a fack of wheat to the mill, met 
" the miller going out upon fome exraordinary 
<* occafion ; but the peafant, being hts friend, 
** he gave him the key of the mill, and defired 
«* him to grind his corn himfelf, and throw the 
•* toll, due for grinding into a tub he would fee 

** hard-by 
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•* hard-by him: Thfe tiext tihie they met, the 
^^ countryman thanked him for his kindnefs^ 
** and being but a frefh rogue, took the miller 
^ afide and begged his pardon, for that inftead 
^' of putting the corn he defired him into the 
'• tub, he had takfen twifce as much out of the 
** tub to put into his own fack. Tiie miller 
*^ fmiled, and faid, it was not you but the mill 
**^ that did it ; it h the nature of that engine to 
•^ make men rogues as foon as they come into 
** the mill, whatever they were before they eti- 
" tered. I am, Madam, 

'* Your moft obedient humble fervant.'* 
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MAD A Mi 

IT is fo hard a talk to tell you all that pafles 
in fov^i, that whatever your defign was in 
laying upon me this command, you muft be 
contented, inftead of hearing of all that comes 
to light between Khightlbridge and Stepney, 
and St. George*s-Fields and Hogfdon, to know 
only what occurs to me, who dw^U among the 
inhabitants within that letigth and breadth ; but 
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in obedience to you, I always pafs my time and 
convcrfe with a view to the duty you have laid 
upon me; and have it conftantly in my thoughts 
how the reprefentation of the prefent inftant will 
pleafe a. friend at a diftance, for whom I have fo 
great a value. But I find I mull be very care- 
ful how I fet my mind in a morning, if I would 
be able to make an agreeable rehearfal to you 
of the occurrences of the day; for the temper 
with which a man firft leaves his lodging, in a 
great meafure determines what Ihall pleafe or 
difpleafe till the fun goes down. I often begin 
my day with reading. It would be needlefs to 
tell you the names of great authors with whom 
I have been lately delighted; but I was par-i 
ticulariy pleafed with the praife of a Divine Phi- 
LOsopHER, whom one of my books commends for 
being the firft who laboured to make wifdom 
confift in pradtical things, and by whofe means 
Philofophy, which was before converfant in 
enquiries after hidden, and perhaps ufelefs 
truths, became ufcful for our cpndufl: in 
ordinary life, and the common trad: of bu* 
finefs, however exalted or humble were men's 
occupations : his great employment was, to 
enquire into the fources of virtue and vice, and. 
what was good and evil in itfclf, and confe- 
quently to be purfued or avoided ; matters of 
m^cv fcience, he was apt to believe, did not at 
' . Z ^ all 
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all eoncern us ; or, in inftanccs where it was 
argued they did, he could be brought to 
value tbcm no farther than as they promoted 
worthy adions. The followers of this great 
man made nature their guide, m purfuing an 
innocent, a pleafant,^ a virtuous, or a glorious 
life; and they obfcrved, that men arrived at 
tbefe according as they were qualified by nature 
for them, or as they improved or vitiated her 
endowments by floth or vice,induftry or virtue : 
they diftinguiftied the gifts of the body from 
the faculties of the mind: fome bodily gifts, 
they noted were general, others, particular ; the 
general were health, (trength, and beauty ; the 
particular were, having their fenfes entire, and 
an excellence in fome one or other organ ; as, 
fwiftnefs in the feet, ftrength in the hands, tone 
in the voice, and diftindt articulation of founds 
in the tongue. As to the gifts of the mind, 
they apprehend nothing to be fuch, but what 
was employed, or naturally tended to make men 
virtuous, I cannot give you any words which 
exprefs the requifites there wanted to promote 
this end better than thofe of Genius and Me- 
mory ; by thehelp of which, under the check 
of good fenfe,men became accomplilhed : they 
laid no great ftrefsor value upon capacity only to 
to be good, but faculties exerted to worthy pur- 
pofes was virtue. 
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Man^ according to thcfe Sagesj was bom a 
citizen^ by nature obliged to the ofBc^s and 
duties of focial life : to keep this aliv^ in bioi^ 
and to zdi according to this natural obligattont 
ought to be his iirft endeavour; to be more o^ 
lefs able to obey this did:ate^ were the reafons^ 
and the only reafons^ why a wife and good maip 
ihould put a value upon Riches, Glory^ Farae^ 
and Power ; thefe things were chiefly to be re* 
garded, which gave mod pleafure t;o the foul» 
and appeared greateft to the mind, from their 
own nature; and which to enjoy/ the fenfe^ 
were only fervants^ and not coogipanions of the 
pleafure. Solid Virtue and true Honour cannot 
be obtained without the fenfes ; but after they 
have conveyed the notices which lead to tben^, 
the mind only is gratified in the enjoyment of 
them. It was from thefe reflexions they ac« 
'quired a contempt of Pleafure, and an ambition 
to undertake great and honourable adions^ 
which agreed with their notions of Virtue ; and 
from hence it was, that Friendfliip was born, and 
Juftice and Equity became the love and admi* 
ration of mankind : Glory, by this means, toojc 
place of Pleafure, and was preferred to the 
many feeming advantages of life. 

While I was writing down thefe generous 
hints, to make part of my prefent epiftle, Coufm 

Arthuh 
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Arthur came in to me, tod dbfcrving the book 
that lay befot* me, told me, «' I muft lay it 
^^ afide, arid go with him to vifit a place which 
«' owed to Philofophy the greateft benefits of 
«« ordinary life; for now at laft is it a truth, *•. 
faid he, ** that the Wife Man, or the Philo- 
" fopher, can do every thing. Come/* faid he, 
*' do not let us ftand fliivering here in De- 
^^ cember ; but go with me, and I will carry you 
** to May- day within this half^hour/' I looked 
him in the face. " AatHuR,'' faid I, " thou 
'* enjoyeft more changes than any man upon 
*' eirth, befides thyfelf, who is in his fenfes." 

He did hot think me worth a reply, but bid 
my fei^vant order the coach to turn, then began 
to- explain himfeif. *< I know you wife fellows 
" have very little regard for us adive and viva- 
" cious fpirits; therefore I will not be beholden 
** to you for giving me any credit, but fhall 
*' carry you to a place where you will think 
*' yourfelf enchanted 5 for by going up but 
*' one pair of ftairs, you fhall be conveyed into 
** quite another region and climate, and fee as 
" agreeable company as any of your acquain- 
" tance, and thofe of your acquaintance in the 
*' alacrity and indolence which is^ beftowed by * 
** a temperate clime. All that vexes me,'* faid 
l^Cj V M> that I Ihould be out o( countenance to 
D 3 ^* intro- 
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'* introduce you in that thick Drap^ie Betryji 
'^ you fee this upper coat that I have on myfelf, 
** I can eafily throw off; and I am here in this 
*«. fine camlet, and in a figure fit to pafs my time 
. ** among ruftling filks, and playing of fans, ancj. 
^^ fit for the agility which will be required from 
** the invitation of a fummer's evening, which 
" we defign this Ihall be, among fo many gentle- 
** men and ladies/* > 

I let him talk on, and took coach with him^ 
telling him, *^ I thought the inhabitants of this 
^^ new region would eafily excufc one who 
/* you might aflure them lived in the latitude 
*^ of London, and did not exped to be intro- 
*' duced into Fairy-ground, at leaft before he 
** was warm in bed again/* — ** Well," faid he, 
** I know you are an Infidel; but I am carrying 
" you to a very large apartment, in which there 
** is a ropm, finiflied in fuch a manner, that 
** through imperceptible paffages in the mould- 
** ings of it, frefh air is always admitted ; but 
** before it is fo, it is warmed to what degree 
*^ of heat (hall be called for. This is performed 
^^ by fecret meanders in the (Irudure of the 
^^ chimney, and was contrived by the direftion 
/* of that excellent philpfopher Mr. Desagu- 

'^ LIERS V 

* This paragraph Ie4 to a curious altercation of wliicb the partiewlars 
pnay )?c fc^n in Town-Talk, ^P VIJ. 

'■• •• Wc 
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. We are now arrived at the plaqe pf entertain- 
ment ;. and the good company flocked about us 
as if Twere juft landed fjom Iceland or Green* 
land> A very particular young lady, who has 
been extremely commended for her wit, which 
is generally only animariife in her, came up to 
* me with a very obliging air ; and taking me by 
the hand, told me, ** I fhould be extremely 
•* welcome to the gentleman who commanded 
^ there, if I would give him an account by 
"what adventures I was fo fafely arrived 
•* from the Frigid Zone to this temperate 
^* region, and, with a very grave air, welcomed 
•* me to Naples. You are clad Sir, in the 
'^^ Rujftan habit, but I Ihall not foreftall your 
" ilory/' 

' "When I flood in fome amazement, Ihe gave 
xne to underftand, •* That this city or territory 
•* was anciently called Pathenope^ and was celc- 
~** brated by the poets, as made for pleaiurc, 
•* fofmefs, and tranquillity," Upon which (he 
falls back, and at a proper diftance, alTuming 
an air of one fpeaking a prologue, with a mod 
janty courtefy, (he repeats with her eyes full 
upon mine, in praifc of the place wherein I was 
to underftand I was received, 

*' Thefe are the gentle feats that I propofc, 
" And not cold Scythla's undiffolving fnows. 

D^. •* .Her« 
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•* Hctt httfliM in calms, the bordirifig Ocean lav€s 
" Her filcnt coaft, and rolls in languid waves, 
.♦* Rcfircfliing winds the fummer heats affuagc, 
** And kindly warmth difarms the winter's rage. 
" Remov*d from noife and the tumultuous war, 
•* Soft Sleep and ddwny Eafe inhabit there, 
* And drearris unbroken with intruding care. 

It was of no confequence with her that Ihe 
injured fiqe Poetry, in leaving out what fhci 
-pleafcd, and repeating here for tbere^ and the 
like; for flie is in that time of life wherein 
every thing becomes that is not in itfelf diftaft- 
ful ; and a beautiful woman need not be exadt 
to be pleafing. 

She had no fooner done repeating, but flic 
took me by the hand, and conduced me to 
the upper end of the room, where was placed 
my ancient friend Mr. Johnson, in his armed 
chair, and one leg before him oft a ftool. 
Yeu muft have heard me fpeak of him for- 
merly, as a man of the moft prudent good- 
nature and generofity which the age has pro- 
duced. He it feems, having heard that the Phi- 
lofopber above-mentioned profcfTed to make an 
apartment to what degree warm he pieafed, had 
the beft in his houfe difpofed according to his 
diredipn, and firft employed it to divert his 
family, and receive the acquaintance of his fons, 

and 
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and pretenders to hh daughtets in a mixed 
*ffembly thefe holidays. Mr. Johnson has ft 
very annpk fortune, and a numerous family : his 
eldeft Ton, now at ag6, and his daughter mar- 
riageable. It is impoffible to obferve that hft 
has a greater regatd for one than another ; Tor 
there is not one of them that cannot have eafy 
accefs even to his purfe in any thing that may 
be for their ufe or fervice, provided he does not 
by his own fancy^ in conformity to their defires, 
think better for them than they do themfelves. 
This is very often the cafe, and they apply f6 
him, from knowing his facility, rather as afking 
his advice in laying, out money, than defiring 
money itfelf. All his children know the ftrength 
pf his purfe; and bis kindnefs and juftice h 
fuch, that they confult one another to know 
whether the inclinations of one of them may not 
make it uneafy to him to gratify another. Thul 
he is fure all the children have agreed to what 
any oM o( them defires of him : he is always 
ready to fupply them, and they as indullrious to. 
convert that fupply into pleafures whereof he may 
be a partaker. Therefore this artful room Was 
firft devoted to innocent mirth, wherein this ex- 
cellent father was to prefcribe; and Coufirt 
Arthur kept his word in promifing I ftiould be 
|>rought into company I ftiould think agreeable. 
It was a fatisfaflion to Mr. Johnson to fee md 
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there 5 J|nd. pointing to the next chair, I drew it 
near his armed one. When I was feated, the 
company went to their different entertainments, 
and left us to talk of themfelves, or any thing 
clfe that Ihould occur. 

I made my friend compliments upon the hapr 
pinefs of his temper; ^* that though he had now 
•* the remains of a gouty fit upon him, he could 
'* caft off all fournefs fo well, as to take delight 
" in being prefent at the pleafures of young 
" people.'' — ** Sir,'' replied he, " I th\nk it as 
" much a part of life to look on now with equa- 
*• nimity, as it was to ail my part ambitioufly 
** in the pleafures my fortune offered me at 
;** the years my fon is of. now. You (ball flay 
•* dinner, and this day you muft be of my 
•• family.*' 

I did not make much difficulty of paffing my 
time in fo good company. The day pafTed as 
it ufually ^oes in the midfl of feafting, without 
much enjoyment of each other's company ; but 
repaft, if taken moderately, exhilarates the fpirits 
for mirth ; and all the company feemed to have 
had that in view by the app^rance they made 
by candle-light; for you could fee a compla- 
cency in every face, as if they united rather to 
receive their fatisfaflion from what they fee 
pleafing in others, than from any boiflerous ex- 
ultation in themfelves. 

You 
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You muft know, coufin Arthur began the 
ball, and took out Mrs, Biddy, the third daugh- 
ter of Mr. Johnson. He is, you will allow, a 
moft graceful dancer, and being very much 
himfelf when he dances from the exa^nefs of 
his ear, bis motions are moft exquifitely pleaf- 
ing to the fpcdator, and the lady who dances 
with him. What makes me admire him of all 
the young men I have feen is, that he has the 
look of a Brother to his partner, rather than 
that of a Lover. He had a moft obliging care 
to make Mrs. BiDDy recover from a downcaft 
air fhe gave herfelf, by hinting to her in dumb 
ftiew that little fault, with a fmile and a nod 
of the head, which begged her pardon. It was 
delighfulto fee the old man in his chair fo much 
concerned in the matter, and fliew an earneftnefs 
next to motion to the tune. I alked him, *^ who 
•* that gentleman was that fate over againft us, 
.*• not much pleafed with this part of the enter- 
•• tainment.'* He anfwered, ** He is a near re- 
•* lation of mine -, he minds nothing but bufi- 
^*.nefs, and does not underftand the importance 
^^ of trifles. I mean,** continued he, ** my kinf- 
." man does not underftand that it is neceffary 
" to make young people know how to do thefe 
^* things gracefully; and yet at the fame time 
*• know it is a trifle when they have excelled in 
^^ it. When youpg people learn them with that 
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** fefife 6f them, they are delighted ^Hite they 
<* learn, and ate not vain when they are perfeft. 
** It is eafily to be feen who of the company 
** hid this notion of the matter when ihey wer6 
•' taught ; you fee there is not that ridtculoui 
•' awe and ferioufnefs which ap|ieats in thoft 
•* whom it cofts labour and thought to whi(k 
** about a room. The eafc and rranquillity of 
•' the mind (hew themfelvts in graceful afid free 
'* motion." 

I Jtook an occalion to faunter round the room, 
and throw niyfelf in the way of the company in 
the Intervals from dancing. Fine Mrs. Dm- 
►anX aflced me for your Lad/lhip, with a 
thoufand other queftions I knew not how to re- 
folve. She keeps up her humour of pretend- 
ing to wit and a fpice of learning. She faid, 
" You would be furprized to hear we had met 
** at Naples; and defired me to fay flie was 
. " mightily diverted with the Hecatombs ;" (Ihe 
would, I fuppofe, have faid the Catacombs.) You 
are not to wonder that the particularity of being 
in fo hard a feafon removed from the feverities 
of it, kept the company together moft of the 
night. The invention which is brought to this 
perfeftion by Mr. Desaguliers is what I 
know will be an entertaining piece of news to 
you ; for me there could not be a thing more 
to be wilhed, efpecially to us Ifiandtfs^ than 
3 that 
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any country without the trouble of failing pf 
travelling to it. Add to thisi that it is always 
frelh ; and for that reafon, bcfide the pleafqrei 
it affords to men in health, it adminifters new 
life to the fick and decrepid^ who often periih 
for the want of this fole convenience of going 
into better air, Yop are to know alfo that the 
gentleman acknowledges the firfl invention to a 
French Author who has written a tradt upon 
the fubjeft, and a partner of that Author is come 
into England to claim the benefit of it. Our 
countryman has the candour to admit his pre- 
tenfions even to his improvements, from the re- 
fpeft he pays to Art, provided he performs the 
work pf which he «flerts himfelf the Inventor. 

I cannot leave off talking of Mr. Johnson's 
room. Whether it was the natural efledt of the 
ferene feafon which Art had introduced in his 
apartment, or that his own influence over the 
company had difTufcd his temper into young 
and old, I know not ; but never was there an 
e/cning paflT^d by a whole affembly, that ever I 
law in England before, where there was nothing 
furprizing, tut all delightful. You would have 
thought yourfelf in a dream, or that you were 
beholding a pi^ure of what fliould be pleafur^. 
But I fear the Philofophy 1 was reading in the 
morning had fomc effedk upon me in all I had 
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to do with the next fourandtwcnty hmirs ; for 
it was a very hard thiftg to put me in a raptu-^ 
rous way. Otherwife I cannot but own to you, 
that if I had feen any of the Nymphs .which I 
met at Naples y even, in our cold climate at 
High Mally I could not have been fo uncbn* 
cerncd a fpedtator as I was at Mr. Johnson's. 

I was mightily pleafed with a circumftance 
which happened that night. There was a letter 
fome way or other conveyed into the fleeve of 
the youngeft daughter : (he brought it to her 
father to perufe ; told him, " ihe knew no one 
*^ was to be there that night but what wa^ 
•* proper for her to receive an overture from ;*' 
faid, ** Ihe would anfwcr it; and defired his ad* 
** vice what it fliould be/' This communication 
of councils even in fuch a particular, and her 
declaration at firft, '« Ihe would anfwer it,'* is 
what I take fo much notice of. Mrs. Johnson 
talks of fending her fon abroad to be a fine 
gentleman, and fays, ** he (hall live fome days 
" in every climate with her, before he fets out, 
*^ for fe'ar he fhould catch the fmall-pox *, in "his 
*' enquiries after knowledge in poft-chaifes in 
«« foreign countries/* 

I think I have almofl: written my quantity of 
words to you; but as you are not always to 

* B^'fore the fortunate difcovcry of Inoculation, this apprehenfioa 
yyus a very ferions concern. 

expect 
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cxpeft matter in them, I think it but reafonablc 
that you (bould have them fdmetimes in manu«- 
fcript ; and that the want of fenfe may be recom* 
mended by^the brightnefs and fairnefs of the 
charadler and fand. Exped: then, to have very 
foon a Letter of Love from me ; for I have juft 
BOW fent me a fine ink, which the author calls 
the Persian Ink * ; and that not without a con- 
ceit ; for it is, like their Laws, " unalterable, 
" and not to be obliterated ;** and, it feems, 
forty of the beft judges in Ink juftify it to be 
the beft ; you may be fure he means the beft 
judges in Ink, the Wits at Button's. If you 
can forgive all this impertinenc, the next non- 
"fenfe you have fliall be '^ in amorous ftyle much 
** efteemed," according to Mr. Austin this fa- 
mous inventor, ** by curious Writers ;*' and I 
hope you will not doubt of the truth of my 
heart from " the Artificial Sand,** which is all 
that you will ever find to have any falfe glitter- 
ing that comes from, Madam, 

Your moft devoted humble fervant. 



♦" The .P«rsian-Ink Powder and the Ink-Powder ; the in- 
ventor, James Austin, Haberdafher, gives it the name of Persian- 
Ink, it beina like theii' laws unalterable and not to be obliterated : abtjve 
40 of tlie beft judges in Ink have figned a ceitincate to juftify it to be 
the beft yet made; Sold in 6d. and T2d. bottles, and in Powder at the 
ufnal prices N. 6. Austin makes a fine black glittering Sand, much 
mi^temed by curious Writei-s, and far exceeding any other Ai tiricial 
Saud." Ai>viay xsE*iiN T in the Ori'sinal Town-Talk, in 4to. 
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MADAM, 

WE were the other day a large company^ 
of us at Mr. Johnson's, where as it 
ufually happens in an afl'embly made up of 
people of the firft underflanding, when they fit 
long together, and clofe in converfation, the 
difcourfe began to fix to a point. A gentlemaa 
in the company, particularly nice in his difcera* 
iflg, happened to fay, ** That there was a dif* 
** cretion in the choice of the virtues which 
*' men ought to pradlife in the eye of the world; 
" and that choice (hould be determined by a 
" man*s circumftance and charadter : for," con- 
tinyed he, ** fortune being the common diftinc- 
*• tion amongft men, they who have the large!!: ' 
** Ihare of it take a fecretofFenceagainft thofe who 
** would fet up a difliinftion fuperior to it ; and,' 
** confequently, fet up a greatnefs in defpifing 
^* that which only the generality of the world 
•^ call greatnefs. For this reafon, men of wealth- 
•' and power ufually contemn and fupprefs men 
*^ of low fortunes, who have qualities that would 
** better befit the condition of their fuperiors, 

^' HORACB, 



^•4- T^bW^.tALlfc 4^ 

^' Horace ♦ dbfcrvcs Very prettily Upon this 
^' iittlenefi of fpiHt in mankind ; arid fays^ tliat 
^' lie wliq gives himfelf ait's of beifag aniioi^s 
*' for tlie cocnnion-wealth, br the building of 
*^ churches, pttts etery mah u{)oft the enquiry 
** df ^hat family were hiS fkthteftind rtiotherf /• 
Your coufin A^thitr^ whb will let no o^p 
have all the blk td himftilf^ but has a godd 
tivil Wzf of taking it from arfoth^, faid, '* You 
^^ put me In, mind. Sir, of what happened ih 
*< Itlay laft, ih the celebration of his Majc(ly*s 
** birth-day» Mr. Dogget the player, who has 
•* very good fenfc J, and always* diftinguilhed 
^^ hhnfelf as far as the circumftances of his life 
'^ would admit, took upon him to celebrate thit 
"diy in an uncommon bbt proper manner, 
*« He gave mit upon the river, fome days before, 
** thiit there fltould be two compleat drcffes, 
♦•with a fum of moneys for two watermen 
'^ of fuch an age and characfter, who fhould 
'< &ft arrivcj fetting out at London Bridge, at 

♦ lSat.vi.j4:--57. , , ... 

f '^ If noify Tom ihouM in the Senate pntte; 
^ TUt he would anfwer both for Cbnrdi and SCite i 
' << A)l mortals muft be curious to enquire, 
*' Who could this coxcomb be, and wh6i h!s fire }** Svri^ t. 
\ Of wliidi he atibot tbis iiititf gave a (olid proof, by marrying a 
widow with ftO/>ooi. See more of him in Steele's Epiftolary Cor« 
irefpondence, vbL I p: 93 bn the f:ifhe, or a fimilar plan, Doggei ^fta- 
Uiihed a fiind-for the encouragement of watermen, thftt ilill fubfifts ; itnd 
• ft^i9$ provided fipom hii endowment are rowtd for aunualiy* 

E '' the 
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'^ the boat in which he and two or three of- his 

V friends^ fat, with the reward ready for the 
*' vigors, over-againft Vaux-Hall. 

•* Never was there greater alacrity lliewn than 

y during this contention, from. the river covered 

•* with boats, and the fliore cro>yded alfo with 

'/^ fpeftatprs. The huzzas from all parts were 

:" Long ltve King.Georoe ! And the happgr 

V men who won the prizes received them frqin 
'^ the generous patriot and fubjeA with this 
*^ honcft exhortation, ^ Be thankful for your 
*< King and your Liberty !* . • 

" When the prizes were received, the acck- 
<< mation was as loud as at an afncient^Rooin 
** Naumachia, and there wanted nothing to make 
** this as well received as it deferved, but that 
^* it came from one with whom men had been 
<* delighted in another idea, and from whom 
" mens prejudices prevented the reception ef 
** any thing that was fublime.** > 

A third young man, whofc name I do n6t 
know, but is one of thofe fuperficial animals to 
whom it is a misfortune to be bred Seholfrs, 
having a mind to (hine in his turn on this 
fubjedt, interrupted Mr. Arthur, and, with 
a more exalted tone and ftyle, began to prove 
ivhat was no way doubtful, by quotation^ iftr 
way neceffary. 
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*• Horace V fays hfe, « whom I think/' he 
adds, pointing to the firft fpeaker, •« this gentle- 
^* man named juft riov<r, 

" Metirife quemquefuo mdulo ac pede^ vejum efl f ." 

Mr. Arthitr rcalTumedthe difcourfe, being, 
it feems, a friend tb the gentleman, who knew 
hot how to bear his learning, and proceeded to 
inform us, chat hb ended the evening of the laft 
Birth-day at an entertainment in York-Build- 
ings, where the Patentee of the Royal Company 
of Comedians celebrated the fcftival at ai^.* ex- 
pence not often to be repeated by a man of the 
greateft fortune ; but which^ all the perfo/mers 
ia it being volunteers, was much below what 
fome with a kind, and others with a malicious 
defign^ reported it. But I mention it now.jti 
purfuance of what my learned friend there faid 
from HbSACE, *"^ That ievery man ihould take 
*^ care to avoid cxpences above their charafter 
" and circumftances.'* The fanguine temper 
which precipitates people into exccfles of that 
Ibrt lY^s moil admirably rallied in an Epilogue 
itUuding to thany incidents in the life and con« 
duS of the founder of the feaft. Sir Richaed 
Steele. 



♦ I Ep. vii. 78. 

t ** Wc all Avail fnrely find, 
** That the beft itaticni whkh beft fnits owr niiniU J. Pcncombi. 

E 2 You 
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You know Arthur is remarkable for fpeak^ 
ing and reading verfes with a good air. and 
accent; and that defign of York Buiddxng6 
being foon to be put in execution, we were very 
curious to know any thing that pafled ihere^ 
Afrer a little hcfitation and mufing— *** Sinfce/* 
faid he,*' I know none of this company was hefb 
" to fee Mn Wilks fpeak that celebrated Epi- 
^^ Idguc, quite out of the (train of an adof, 
** but infinitely better than any thing he ever 
*^ performed on the ftage, I Ihall venture to re- 
« peat it/' 

He was going to do fo ; when a Ladyi with 
ia fide*bdw, begging Arthur's pardoti for the 
interruption, defired of Mr. Johnson, whom 
Ihe knew well acquainted with th^ Undertaker^ 
to give her fome ttotion df the pirojed: to be put 
in execution there^ before (he heard what pafled 
in it on the Birthday. To whom, Mr. Johksoi^; 
*< The Difpoiitibn, which you call a ProjeAi his 
*^ nothing in it mtfre chiitierical than to fup- 
■' pofe that there are tvfo hundred perfons in 
*' this town, who will be glad to meet, when 
^' they are futnmoned, to be ehtertained for two 
"*< hours and a half, at a Ibwer eXpence than fee- 
^^ ing an Opera, with all the pleafures whioh 
^^ the liberal and mechanic Arts in conjundtion, 
** and in their turn, can produce — Mufick, Elo- 
" qucnce^ and Poetry, are the powers which do 

^^Hioft 
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<' moft ftrongly affeft the imagination^ and b« 
^* jSiience the paffions of men. The greateft 

V Matters in thefe Sciences will find their ac* 
*f count, in turning their thoughts towards the 
^' entertaSnment of this ieled aflembly, which 
^* IS to confift of a hundred gentlemen^ and as 
i^ many ladies, of leading tafie in poUtepefs, 
*' wit, and learning. 

^^ The apartment for this ufe is beautifully 
^* adorned with paintings of human figures and 
*' archite&ure ; the feats for the audience am- 
<' phitheatrically built ; the lights and other 
«< ornaments difpofed alfo by (he moft &ilfuT 
*f mechanipks in fuch a manner^ that the com- 
^' pany themfelves neceflarily become a tporc 
*' beautiful fcene thqn any they have ever 
*• before been prcfented with elfewhcre. 

«' Diverfions pppofed ip this undertaking are 
'f toconfiH of the reprefentation of fome great 
<^ incidents in antiquity in the manner in which 
^^ they were tranfaded, according to the beft 
^* information to be obtained from men the moft 
*^ converfaat in medals, pamtings, hiftory, and 
•« p^ilofopky. 

«* An improvement of the public tafte in 
f' pleafures, which is rather corrupted through 

V the infolence of fortune, arifing from fenfual 
'* gratification;, than from want of jnft con- 
'^ ceptions in general in the people of condition^ 

E3 ^^v\ 
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" is induftrioufly to "be laboured. Mbft meq' 
•* kno\y whit is right ; but they are come into' 
** the praStcc of the contrary, with a certaia 
*f acknowicdgement of their being in the Wiongij 

V and contempt of any pJan tqwardi ameiifc^^ 
f^ iticnt.. For tbi? reifon it fcems to be lie- 
*f ceffary, that he who would, fucceed in, thi< 
*' kind of work, fliould take off all feverity 
**'frbin the ftiethod" he fliould propofc; and 
** therefore, this inftitution or Eftabliflimcnt 

V lit a d.efign to promote virtue by pleafure, and 
f:';iu30wledge by div^rfion. This Projedt wilj 
V'.Mi tjo theStage, what an Under-plot is to 1^ 

V Play. It tpay unavoidably have a good ctkSt 
fj^iuppa the Theatrical Rcprefentations, anc^ 
V.tbe .approbation pf perfons of genius - of 
f * both fexes affembled frequently together may 
<*;,diflrufe itfelf through the age, and infenfibly 
?* correct their falfe iVptiqns of delicacy. The 
*' place prepare^ fpf this aflembly, and the af- 
*? jfembly.irfclfj.is .c^l^d the C^nsorium. 

; ** The Censorium, every body knows, is the 

V O.^g^^ ^f fenfe, as the eye i$ of fight ; and it 
" feems more proper" to ufe a word, which 
*/ implies th? Septiio taniui^^ i^e bare con- 
*' ception p£ what is prefented to the fpedlator, 
*' rather than any name which in a didadic 
*' manner pronounces what ought tq be re- 
•* reived or rcjefted.'* 

" ' . " Mr. 
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Mr^ Johnson paufed here, vhcn the agree* 
able and beauteous Absorb r, who is as much' 
more knowing as ihe is more fair than the rei¥ 
fbf Hfcr fex, with an irrefolute voice aiked Mr. 
joki^toN^ " Kfow it happened, that theuuder- 
^^ taker of this defign had, againft the fenfe and 
'^ pf adice of all other fages who have ever yet 
" appeared in the world, made the prefence of 
^' Ladie$ neceflTajry for the promotion of know- 
^Medge." 

** Madam,'* replied Mr. Johnson, *^ you may 
^* have obferved, that diverfion way made the 
** inftrument of improvement of our minds, ac- 
f^ cording to the plan 1 faid he had laid down. ' 
*' Diverfions are never fo polite, or under 
'* fuch juft regulations, as in a mixed com- 
•^ pany of men and women, who extremely 
'* efteem each other. Prepoffeffion in each 
f^ ojthjer*s favour produces an ambition to plcafe; 
^* at the fame time that they know they cannot 
'* do fo, but under the reflraint of mutual re- 
*• fpedt. Philpfophy in vain attempts contempt 
^* of pleaf^re, which is the gift only of the mofl: 
^' fublinje and exalted fpirits ; but it may with 
'* much more eafe give law and bounds to 
^^ pleafures, and make us all its followers. An 
•* habit contrafted from juft entertainments^ 
^* will create a fcorn ofniean and flrivoloibs ones ; 
*^ and they are much fafer from exceffes^ who 
E 4 "^^ ^x. 
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get a difreliih for amufements except within 
(}up boujfid^, than tbofe who being whqlly d^« 
^f )>arred fjrom fuch 4eligbt$, have an eagemefs 
^^ for them Ijeyppd ^up limits. Our inftitution 
** tbcrcfpre is to diredt not to j^a^Mb plcafure : 
f^ and w^ who are promotqjrs of thp defi^, da 
^< exp^ mpfe fron> the joii^t ende^vpprs of ^ 
^* fett of Iparned and well-brp^ geijtleipen, who 
f< takp upon them, with the moft excellent 
^* performers in their friendfliip and direction, 
f* tp exhibit puch more entertaining fcenes^ 
f^ than ever w(?fc produced l^y tljc Italian 
ff theatre, op gny poippaf}/ of a^ors that have 
*f ever appjeare4." 

Mr. Artsitr intefpqfefi ppqn this occafion j 
and faid, ** Mr. Johnson, the lefs pxpeftatjon wc 
f* r^'ife, tbe mpre ponfi4pnt p)ay we pt of ouj: 
f* fuccpfs. I wilb therefore you would either 
'* youi firlf, or let mp fell f he company, how 
f^ wel} we were cptertained pn the Birth-night#" 
** It will b,e furpriiing," replied Mr. Johnsok, 
f* to the .company who honoured the undertaker 
f* that evening tq hear, that al| yvhich they favy 
*- fpre^4 before them in the areif of tlie Cen- 
f^ soKiv^, caipe within the funi of fixteeq 
M poinds; but though that had an air of mag- 
f nificence, the ladies ^nd gentlemen oppofitely 
5* difpofed, ithe Orckeftre^ the Rofirurhy and the 
f* ^fhrgne fo agreeably filled, took up the ex- 

'*^* Jpedatibn^ 
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*< pcftatioB, till the Prplogue which was very 
^' prettily Tpoken hj Mifs Younger, introduced 
^^ an Ode, which wa# admirably performed^ in 
*^ honour of the King and Royal Family ; and 
." addreiTed to the perfon Icated on the Throne, 
^< in the habit and enfigi^ of Liberty. Coufin 
?' Arthur,'' faid he, ^* you ihall repeat the 
f^ OpK ;•' which he did, as follows : 

f* Freiedom ! Goddtifs frank and fair, 

*• Laughter flalhirig in diy eye ; j 

** Hidicr through the lightfome Air, 
" On Thy glofly pinions flie. 

f* Songs of joy to Thee wc pay, 
** Thine and C-ffis ar*s is the Morn ; 

f * Hail to that aufpicious day, 

** Thou and He at once were born. 

f * Laws from armies lately fearing, 

** Oft wc try'd to fiijg in vain; 
V Chains by vanquifh'd foes preparing, 

**. Mirth was impious, Joy profane. 

*• Cjes AK, now the throne pofleiling, 

'* Carplina bright and fair, 
f* With a race of Heroes bleffing 

** Albion*s young viftorious heir. 

«* Safely come ; for nought (hall harm Thee^ 
• ** .CiESAR reigning Thou (halt leign ; 
** Every Mufe (hall join to charm Thee, 
** Ever mingling in Thy train. 
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•* Plenty With a rotding{©ye, 
' *^ O'er kcr cliieeks the damples playing^ 
. >( H^ JiiiiaQd with jHffifjt^M&ie. 

. •* G JE s A H artd' hifc ibrturt© gifwdingr • ' ' ' 

•* Hover cyer round His throoc ; : . . 
; ;**' So fliall He, diy faith reKvafrdlng*; 
" Smile on Theje and Thine alone.'' 

The company were extrcnpiely pleafed witli 
the defign, and offered to 'be fubfcribers. to it. 
But Mr. Johnson informing them it' wjastoo 
late, they defired him to fecure thcoi a rever- 
fion of fuch tickets as the prefent pofleflbrs 
fliould, by going out of town, or any other 
accident^ not make ufe of themfelves. 

He made them that promife, taking, their 
names in a Tattle-Book * ; ** but," fays he, 
*' we were no(t let loofe to the Delicacies on'tbe 
*« tables before us, till the Epilogue, which 
*' Arthur has alfo promifed to repeat, was 
•* fpoken by Mr. Wilks in the manner abovc- 
<* mentioned.'* * 

^' You are to know then,'* interrupted Mr. 
Arthur, *^ that the undertaker of the Cen- 
** soRiuM, who is a comic hero, or i^amiliar 
** fage, feems tor cxpeft fuccefs in his great en- 
«* tor prizes, by being and bearing any thing 
•* with his friends whiJe they are fuch, and 

[^ abating 
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*^ ahiating and reipittiiig noehing to his fJncrtiies^ 
f* till they c^ife to be fo. Were not this his 
** turn of mind, it would have been impofible 
' f * for him tp hive flood the loud laughter^ oa 
^*.the fevcral occj^ons, whereip Wilks mado 
f * no fcrupjc of poiotbg at him, while he fpoke 
*^ the Verfe$ I 9m now going to recite, withovHr 
'f the afiiftance of the ample and /acetious pre- 
f^ fence of th^t Pbilofopher. 

EPI^-OGUP^ SPOKEN AT THE CENSORIl/M, 
ON THE KING'S BlRTH-DAY, 

'•THE Sage whofe gnefls you arc to-night, I5 
*' known 
f* To watch the public weal, though not his own : 
*' Still have his thoughts uncommon fchemes purfued, 
♦* And teemM with projefts for his Country's good.^ 
*? Early in youth, his enemies have fhewn, 
** How najTQWly Ji? mifs'd the Chemic Stone * : 
*' Not FrfaBt Bacon promis-d England more ; 
** Our Artiijt, l^vifli of his fancied ore, 
** C0UI4 he have brought his great defign to pafs» 
f* Had wallM us round with Gt)Id inftead of Brafs. 
♦* That Projeft funk, you faw him entertain 
*' A notion mpre chimerical and vain, 

* It is well knowo.that Steele once entertained hopes of b^ng ftic^ 
cefsful in the purfuit of the Philofopher's Stone ,* tlie laboratory j\'sk5 at 
Poplar, 3nd is now convcrtea into a garden-boufe. In <* The Britilh 
*f Ccnfor,V a fatire publUhed in 1 7 1 2 , he is mentioned as 

. '' A Chemift now, whofe vain projeflioh broke, 

. <<. Was doc hU HagHit ia part difibd v'd in imokc^'.; 
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'* To give chafte morab * to ungovem-d yondi^ 

*f To Garoeilers honefty. to Staltelinen truth ; 

** To make yoii virtyo^s ^1 } a^ thought more bpld^ 

*' Than that of changing Drqfs ai^d Lead to Gold. 

^ But nt>w to greajter anions he afpir'4> 

** For ftill his Country's good our ChaiQpion fir'd ; 

*• In Treaties versM, in Politicks grown wife, 

I'.Hc k>ok*d on Dunkirk t with fufprcious eyes 5 

*.* Into bcr dark foundations boldly dug, 

*' And overthrew in fight tlie fam-d Si£UrTugch£« 

•' Still on his wide unwearied view extends, 

•* Which I njay tell, finer none %re here but Friends i 

•• In a few months he is not without hopc^ 

** But 'tis" a fecret to convert the Pope. 

" Of this however, he'll inform you better, 

•' Soon as his Holinefs receives his Letter J : 

** Meantime he clebrajtes, for 'tis his way, 

«* With fomcthing fingular this happy jlay j 

** His honcft zeal ambitious po approve, 

*' JFor the Great Monarch he was born to love ; 

•• Refolv^d in Arras and Arts to do him right, 

•* And fcrve his Sov'reign like a Trufty Knight.' ■ 

*F. S.. I fend you all the Freeholders || that 
are come out; they arp very entertaining, hppcft, 
andinftruAive^ 

# TatleR; Spectator, Gvasdian, Lover, Reader, &c. Hcc. 

f Iti^ The Impoxtance ofDunkick confidercd,'* aiul.<< TIm French 
•« Faith reprefented in the ptefent State of Dunkirk." 

^ IThe Dedication to ** An Account of the State o( the EqR\an C%> 
§* tbt)lic Religion tliroBghout the ^orld.V See <f STiEi^sYEpifto^Ff 
Conefpondence/' yol. U. p. 4r4* 

ii Then jpuUifhinf ia periodical Kiimben.bf hit friend Ad pis on* 

Friday, 
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N® V. Friday f, January 13, 1715-16^ 



• M A A M, 

YOUR laft adtronifhes me, that it is withia 
the orders you fir& fent me, that 1 ihould 
fend you fometimef fome Politic news ; but I 
am very averfe to tfaefe fubjeds. However, k 
has fo happened juft now, that the Town is too 
bufy for Pleafur^ or Sp^ulation, and all die 
CHAT is of the Pretender. I ihould never 
have heard of it, if all this had not been brouj^ 
to Town, and made the whole Talk of it. Yon 
remember I told you in my firft, that Covekt* 
Garden is the heart of the Town, and by that 
rule, the Plat-house is the Town-Hall. I 
knull confefi, my thief intelligenct is ki that 
neighbourhood. I faappoied to fit near two 
Oourcc(ans in the firft gallery, the other evenix^ 
who were warm b politicks^ One of thetn^ 
who I perceived belonged to the party of the 
Whigs^ faid ** the Pretender was ruined^ for 

% This munbcr, which ioftandy pafled throiifh three fttifitt^ wjt 
iiUiiBr Sif^^mtk 
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'^ that his general Mar *, vnder pretence of 
- going to meet him at Peterhead^ had ieft 
** Perth, and taken an opportunity tb make hU 
*' efc^pc.'* You are to know Madam, that ever 
fince Masks j- have been difallowed, an open coir* 
fidence has done the fame thing, and the wenches 
being impudent and meretricioufly drefled, arc 
as well known as if they wore the former fignal. 
A lady of very great fame for her l>eaiityj 
Impudence, and fomething like wit, and frotn a 
£militude in merit and manners, was particu- 
larly a favourite of the late fecretary BolikcIc- 
BROKE^, •contradiflied the news of the Whig 
libertine; and indeed, with a fuperior air, gave 
her to underftand, *^ that her friend had fent het 
** a token from France : There, Huffey/' faid 
ike, " let any of your queer party anfwer that> 
*' if they can V 

♦ John, x8th lord Erflcihe, and nth earl of Mar, a man of the mort 
(hining parts and grcateft capacity of ^oft of his contemporaries, was 
one o^ tlie fixteea peers of Scotland in the four flrfl Britiih parliameqts^ 
and one of the fruicipal fecretaries of flate to Queen Anne. On the 
accellion of George I. he waS deprived of all his ojflices> and retiring to 
his eftate in the North of Scotland^ raifed a rebeUiim in fatonr of th6 
Pretender, whom he prpcUined Sept. iiy 1 71 5^ and commanded ))ji 
troops at Sherrlff-muir, where he was defeated, and going abroad, 
died at Aix-la-chapelle, 1732. His edaie wai piuxhafed by his 6roehef 
John's fpn, who now enjoys it. The Earl was twice married ; firftj^-td 
Margaret, daughter of Thomas Earl of Kinnoul, by whom he had! 
Thomas Lord Erfltine ; and fecondly, to Frances Fic^point/ fillei* ta 
£velyn duke of Kingdon. 

• f A Miffi v^-x long the diftingwHhing charafteriltie of a Woman •/ tJ^ 
TbVfn. 

It 
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It is well koovn that Statesman and- Wit had 

writ tpor^ tfaaa fQngs upon this lady; and (he bad 

bfen bi$ delk to write upon *, in too notorious 

a- manner to defcribe to you. What ihe threw 

at her filler prpved to be the PrEtTender's 

Declaration, w^ich was conveyed from one 

^and to another the whole evening, till at laft 

at was taken up and carried to a hand which I 

will not take upon me to name to you, but he 

has writ a long anfwer to the Manifefto* This 

letter has in it the Declaration at large, with an 

antidote to the poifon of it ; for which realbn, 

cnclofing it will entertain you a longer time 

than any of my former have attempted. 

" To the Pretender, 

« Sir, 

« A DISCOURSE your Confeffor foon 

" after my cxpulfion from Parliament for the 

.*' CR]t6l#4iad with a friend of mine at Paris, 

** givesr me- to underftand you are not unac* 

** quainted with my name and charadter ; and 

^* therefore you will not be furprizcd that I 

*' affeft to do extraordinary things, however ri- 

<* diculous or odious I may appear to your 

* «* friends, provided that irregularity draws an 

'- ** attention to what makes for the common 

■ " caufe, in which I am engaged tp the end of 

* Th« w/iting Iicrc alluded to, was figncd, it > Ciid, /w ps Irltn fff-s. 
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^' my lift. I writ lately to the Poi^ abbuc 
'< the ft^te of Reiigioni and though I have reaiToS 
^^ to fear I have not converted hiiri, I Hill prtf- 
^' ceed in fuch endeavours ; and firifce ybur ar£ 
^' now landed in BritsTin, I take the liberty viritH 
** you, his godfon^ in order to lay before yori 
*' thfc true ftate of the queftion between you andl 
*^ thisnsetibn. Whatever ^ild notions have takeii 
*' place amongft iis, they havfe not pfevailed fo 
** abfolutely as to le^ve you any probable grouMi 
*' of hope, either from right or force; 

^' Thfere afe, Sir, thctofaftds in England, that 
'* khdw the bafi? of all gcfvcrnmfen\: is tht good 
" of the people gbverrifed ; arid thaft all ificidefnA 
** of a ftate muft be reified by that finglc rulcy 
'' and no other; and that it is an impious and 
*^ prophane thought to believe any other nia:dm to 
*^ be confonant to theGoodnefs of theGREAToR, 
^ and that law of nature which be has implanted 
^* in the mind of every man living, Recording 
^< to this, the late King James was expelled 
<< Scotland, and himfelf,by his crimes andffighr, 
*^ abdicated England. He took you, it feemt^ 
^* with him at that time, and bred ypu in the 
^* Roman Catbolick religion ; from which par* 
*< ticular of your Faith, were I te admit that 
'< you are his fon^ which I do not in the leaft 
'^ regard whether you are or not, you would 
<< (bcQdes all other difadrantges from what basr 

*• pllfcd 
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*^ paffed iince) be at beft, in a worfe condition 
** than be was, when the Bill of Exclufion 
'^ againft him was brought into Parliament. 
** That bill was. offered when he was only fuf- 
** pefted to be what you do not in the lealt deny 
** yourfelf to be. His condudt in the throne, 
** by no means gives us good expedl-ations from 
** you ; and you cannot be furprized, that after 
'^ this experience, we do all in our power to 
*^ keep out you, who have no pretence but that 
^' of being his fon, with a profeflSon of faith that 
'* had like to have barred him himfelf, under 
*^ whom you claim. Sir, you may depend 
** upon it, we think our lives in lefs hazard with 
** our fwords in our hands againft you, than if 
*^ we fliould be at your mercy from a throne. 

** Had the gentleman who fent you to France, 
*^ left you in fafe hands behind him ; if you had 
*^ appeafed his innocent child, your cafe had 
** been before the nation, as an objedt of com- 
*^ paflion, and Juftice muft have been una- 
** voidably done on that occafion ; but your 
** patron either knew you to be none of his, or 
^* elfe was very indifcrect to carry you to be 
" unqualified for the prince of a Protcflant 
** people, when he knew he owed his own 
" Crown to thediffimulation of his religion, and 
^* his lofs of empire to the profeffion of it. The 
^^ bujinefs of mankind cannot Jl and Jiill^ if Princes 

F ^^ I3 
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•* by their unhappy condud render it unfafefor them 
" to remain at the head of their fubjeifs^ andwhat^ 
** ever has befallen you^ ydu are io attribute to your 
" Pretended Father y not his people^ who by bis 
** flight with youy were under a neceffity to fly to the 
*' nearefl refuge. You have not fo much aa 
** pretended to be a Proteftant, and . we very 
** well know, that if you Ihould pretend it, it 
would be only a pretence ; we know, that 
coming as you do, a profefled Papift, you 
** are bound in Confcience, under'pain of Dam- 
** nation, to propagate your religion', not by all 
*^ fair, but by all poflible means, and confe- 
*^ quently, that you will ftand for ever bound 
" under the fame pain of Damnation, which 
*^ your Priefls will conftantly thunder in your 
** ears to take away, as faft as you can have 
" power fo to do, not only the eftates and li- 
*^ berties, but the lives of all who will not be- 
•* come Papifts, and that in the moft cruel 
** manner, for an example to others. 

^* The moft folemn Promifes and Oaths, 
** which you would be fo gracious as to make, 
^« will be in themfelves, according to your re- 
*' ligion, unlawful and null. We have Examples 
** of this in all times and places, you are not to 
•^ depend on certain perfons, whom you think t^ 
^^ fwear againft their confciences to the prefent 
<^ cftablilhmcnt. They do not megn Popery for 

*^ your 
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^^ your fake, but they would be contented to 
*^ have it in themfelves by your means ; as 
** you would fwear to them till you carry 
** your point, fo they would fwear to you to 
*^ carry theirs. But when Popifti minifters of 
** the Church of England Ihould feel your fu- 
** perflkion, by difplacing them for your down- 
•* right Roman Catholick priefts, they would 
*' become in an inftant, entire Proteftants, as 
•' they are now but partially fuch> and ?.bhor 
'* all unreafonable dodrines and impolitions 
*• more heartily than ever Luther did, till they 
*^ were re-inftated in their livings. 

** This I tell you as a truth you may depend 
^* upon ; but left you Ihould no more mind md 
«* than that gracelefs wretch the Pope * has, I 
** muft go on to tell you, that we will take all 
** poffible means to prevent your power to hurt 
'* us. We have read of inquifitioni and maf- 
** facres, and are too lately efcaped from the 
*^ danger of univerfal flaughter^ to truft to what 
•* we muft exped: from you. This we know to 
*^ be our only time to ftand our ground. When 
^* you come we know the calamity will be final, 
** but we have no reafon to fear it, but as a jufl 
** judgment upon thofe who call themfelves 
^* Proteftants, for their thirft of Popilh power 
*^ and dominion over their Proteftant brethren* 
** We know who ftiall be found oppcifv^^^oxx^ 

• T« whom Stmile bM4 then Utclj addrcffcd a i-tvut* ^-^^ ^. ^^. 

F 2 ^' ^*^\ 
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«* will not be ufed like thofe who are now re- 
^* belling againft King George. Thofe moderate 
" laws, which give every criniinal all poffible 
«' advantage to make whatever defence their 
" cafe can admit, will ceafe when you conquer ; 
" and we fliallbe executed, nay extirpated fum*- 
*^ marily, without juftice, or form of law. In the 
" time of king James, we faw numbers who had 
•' been deceived into pleading Guilty, upon pro* 
*^ mife of pardon, were hanged up as foon as they 
" had done what entitled them to that pardon*^ 
While I was now writing, your Declaration 
has co.ne into my hands ; the very firft para- 
graph difcovers the fpecious and wordy ftyle of 
our late Secretary *, who forefaw he Ihould be a 
refugee ; and a refugee without religion, is a 
very proper minifler to a bigot ; for Infidelity- 
will no doubt execute, without remorfe, the 
diftates of Superftition. An old friend of Mr. 
Secretary's fhews it about as a piece of wit and 
eloquence of her gallant, and fwears we arc 
blockheads if we are not converted by it. I 
ihall recite it, left you (hould accufe me of mif- 
reprefcntatlon. 

*' J A M E S VIII. by the Grace of God, of 
" Scotland, England, France, and Ireland, King^ 
** Defender of the Faith, ^c. to all our loving 

* BoLiNOBRoxB ; Secretary durinjf tlie four lafl years of Q. Anne. 

*' fubjeds 
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" fubjeds of what .degree or quality foever, 
'^ greeting. As We are firmly refolved never 
" to lofe any opportunity of aflerting our un- 
" doubted title to the Imperial CroAn of 
•* thefe realms, and of endeavouring to get the 
•* poffeffion of that right which is devolved 
** upon Us by the laws of God and Man ; fo 
" muft We, in juftice to the fentiments of our 
*' own heart, declare, That nothing in the world 
** can give Us fo great fatisfadion, as to owe to 
^/ the endeavours of our loyal fubjcds both our 
^* own and their reftoration to that happy fettle- 
'* ment, which can alone deliver this church and 
** nation from the calamities which they lie at 
** prefent under, and from thofe future miferies 
/* which muft be the confequences of the prefent 
** ufurpation. During the life of our dear fifter 
** of glorious memory, the happinefs which our 
*^ people enjoyed, foftened in feme degree, the 
** hardfliip of our own fate; and We muft further 
^' confefs, that when we reflefted on the good- 
*^ nefs of her nature, and her inclination to 
"juftice, we could not but perfuade ourfelf, 
" that flie intended to eftablifh apd perpetuate 
*^ the peace which Ihe had given to thefe king- 
*' doms, by deftroying for ever, all competition 
** to the fucceflion of the crown, and by con- 
^^feniing to Us, at laft, the enjoyment of tHat • 
" inheritance out of which Wt had been fo long 
•• kept, which her confcience m\ift. iw^oxtci \v^\ 
F 3 ^'^ ^-^^ 
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" was our due, and which her principles tnuft 
^* lead her to defn e that W e might obtain. But 
*^ fince the time, it pleafed God to put a period 
*^ to her life, and not to fuffer Us to throw our* 
^< felf, as We then firmly purpofed to have done, 
•* upon our people ; We have not been able to 
^' look upon the prefent condition of our king- 
^* doirs, or to confider their future profped, 
*^ without all the horror or indignation which 
^^ ought to fill the breaft of every Scotf- 
^^ man. We have beheld a foreign family, 
*' aliens to our country, diftant in blood, and 
♦* flrangers even to our language, afcend the 
** throne. We have feen the reins of govern* 
^^ ment put into the hands of a faflion, and that 
^^ authority which was defigned for the protec« 
^^ tion of all, exercifed by a few of the worft, 
*^ to the oppreflion of the beft and greateft 
*' number of cur fubjedts. Our Sifter has not 
*^ been left at rell in her grave, her naftie has 
^^ been fcurriloufly abufed, her glory as far as 
^* in thefc people lay, infolently defaced, and 
^^ her faithful fervams inhumanly perfecuted. 
^^ A Parliament has been procured by the mod 
^* unwarrantable influences, and by the grofleft 
•^ corruptions, to fcrve the vileft ends ; and they, 
«^ who ought to be the guardians of the liber* 
♦^ ties of the people, are become the inftru, 
5f meats pf tyranny J whilft the principal powers, 

f« engaged 
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*^ engaged Ih the late wars, do enjoy the blcffings 
^' of peace, and afe attentive to difcharge their ^ 
*^ debts, and eafe their people, Great-Britain, in 
*^ the midft of peace, feels all the loads of war. 
** New debts are.contrafted, new armies are 
** raifed at home, Dutch forces are brought 
*^ into thefe kingdoms, and by taking poffcflion 
** of the dutchy of Bremen, in violation of the 
*^ public faith, a door is opened, by the Ufur- 
^^ per, to let in an inundation of foreigners from 
** abroad, and to reduce thefe nations to the 
** ftate of a province, to 6ne of the mofl: incon- 
*^ fiderable provinces of the empire. 

** Thefe are fome few of the many real evils 
^' into which thefe kingdoms have been be- 
*^ trayed, under pretence of being refcued and 
** fecured from dangers purely imaginary ; and 
** thefe are fuch confequences of abandoning 
*' the old Conftitution, as We perfuade ourfelves 
^* very many of thofe who promoted the prefent 
•^ unjuft aod illegal fettlement never intended. 

" We obferve with the utmoft fatisfaftion, 
'* that the generality of our fubjedts are awakened 
^^ with a juft fenfe of their danger, and that they 
*' Ihow themfelves refolved to take fuch meafurei 
** as may efFeftually refcue them from that 
^^ bondage which has, by the artifice of a few 
•* defigning men, and the concurrence of many 
** unhappy caufes, been brought upon them. 

Fa ''^^ 
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" We adore the wifdom of Divine ProvU 
** dence, which has opened a way to our refto* 
** ration, by the fuccefs of thofe verf mcafures 
" that were laid to difappoint us for ever : and 
'•' we muft earneftly conjure all our loving fub- 
" jedts, not to fuffer that fpirit to faint or die 
" away, which has been fo miraculoufly raifed 
•* in all parts of our kingdom ; but to purfue, 
•* with all the vigour and hopes of fuccefs, 
** which fo juft and righteous a caufe ought to 
•* infpire, thofe methods which the Finger of God 
" feems to point out to them. 

" We are coming to take our part in all the 
** dangers and difficulties to which any of bur 
•* fubjeds, froni the greateft down to the 
" meaneft, may be expofed on this importanf 
** OLcafion ; to relieve our fubjeds in Scotland 
" froai the hardlhips they groan under, on ac- 
•• count of the late unhappy union -, and to re- 
** fiorethe kingdom to its ancient, free, and iri.' 
^' dependent (late. We have before our eyes 
" the example of our royal grandfather, who ^ 
•* fell a facrifice to rebellion ; and of our royal 
,** uncle, who by a train of miracles, efcaped 
** the raqe of barbarous and blood-thirfty rebels, 
** and lived to exercife his clemency towards 
" thofe who had waged war againft his father 
f* and himfelf ; who had driven him to feek 

^\ flielcer 
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*^ fhelter in foreign lands, and who had even fet 
." a price upon his head. 

" We fee the fame inftances of cruelty re- 
^^ newed againft Us, by men of the fame prin- 
** ciples, without any other reafon than the 
** confcioufnefs of their own guilt, and the im- 
^* placable malice of their own hearts : for in 
** the account of fuch men, it is a fufficicnt 
'^ crime to'be their king; but God forbid, that 
" we fliould tread in thefe fteps, or that the 
** caufe of a lawful prince, and an injured 
^' people, Ihould be carried on like that of ty- 
*' ranny and ufurpation, and owe its fupport to 
" affaflins. We fhall copy after the patterns 
^^ above-mentioned, and be ready with the for- 
*^ mer of our royal anceftors, to feal the caufe 
*^ of our country, if fuch be the Will of Heaven, 
^* with our blood. But We hope for better 
** things ; We hope for the latter, to fee our juft 
** rights, and thofe of the church and people of 
*^ Scotland, once more fettled in a free and inde- 
** pendent Ir cots Parliament, on their ancient 
*^ foundation ; to fuch a Parliament, which We 
** will immediately call, fhall We intirely refer 
*^ our and their interefts, being fenfible that 
*' thefe interefts rightly underftood, are always 
** the fame. Let the Civil, as well as Religious 
** Rights of all our fubjeds, receive a confir- 
fj mation in fuch a Parliament ; let Confciences 
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** truly tender be indulged ; let property of 
" every kind be better than ever fecured ; let an 
** A£t of general Grace and Amnefty extinguifh 
•* the faults, even of the moft guilty; if poffible, 
*^ let the very remembrance of all which have 
** preceded this happy moment, be utterly 
'^ blotted out, that our fubjedts may be united 
" to us, and to each other, in the fl:ri(5left bonds. 
•' of affedVion, as well as intereft. 

** And that nothing may be omitted, which 
•* is in our power to contribute to this dedrable 
^* end, We do, by thefe prefents, abfolutely and 
** cffe(5tually, for Us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, 
•* pardon, remit, and difcharge, all crimes of 
•• high-treafon, mifprifion of treafon, and all 
** other crimes and offences whatfoever done or 
** committed againft us, or our royal Father of 
•* bleffed memory, by any of our fubjeds of 
•^ what degree or quality foever, who Ihall, at 
•' or after our landing, and before they engage 
♦* in any adtion againft Us, or our forces, from 
•^ that time, lay hold on mercy, and return to 
** that duty and allegiance they owe to Us, their 
•* only rightful and lawful Sovereign. 

" By the joint endeavours of Us, and our Par- 
" liament, urged by thefe motives, and direAed 
** to thefe views. We may hope to fee the peace 
•* and flourifliing eftate of this kingdom in a 
** fhort time reftor^d ; and We Ihall be equally 

*' forward 
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** forward to concert with our Parliament fuch 
" further meafures as may be thought neceffary 
** for leaving the fame to future generations. 

** And We hereby require all Sheriffs of Shires, 
*' Stewards of Stewartrics, and their deputies, 
*^ and magiftrates of Burghs, to publifh this Our 
«* Declaration, immediately after it fhall come 
" to their hands, in the ufual place and manner, 
*' under the pain of being proceeded againft for 
** failure thereof, and forfeiting the benefit of 
^* Our general pardon. 

*• Given under Oitr fign- manual and privy* 
** fignet, at our court at Commercy, the 
** 25th day of Cdober, in the 15th 
" year of our reign/* 

Firft, You declare you have the goodnefs to 
be weary of depending on foreign princes, and 
are willing to be one yourfelf ; and are further 
gracioully difpofed to relieve from M/fjries, pre* 
fent which we do not feel, and you do not name, 
and future ones, which muft be the confe* 
quences of what you call an Ufurpaiion. 

Secondly, That during the life of the Queen, 
whofe reign you allow, was alfo an Ufurpaiion ; 
you refted contented, becaufe you believed ihe 
would take meafures for your enjoyment of the 
crown^ which you think ihe muft know fiie did 

guiltily 
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guiltily detain from you; and iinceaplan to 
which you intimate flie was privy, of throwing 
yourfelf upon the people, is defeated by her 
death, you arc now under an horror and indig- 
nation at our prefent circumftances and profpcdt. 

Thirdly, A foreign family is on the throne, 
and ftrangers even to our language. 

Fourthly, The adminiftration of the govern- 
ment is in the hands of the word, to the oppref- 
fion of the beft ; that your Mer has been in- 
fulted in her grave ; a Parliament procured by 
unreafonable influences; new debts contradted; 
new armies raifed •, Dutch forces brought in; and 
the acceflSon of the dutchy of Bremen to our 
King, is fo inconfiderable, that it will reduce us, 
to appertain to what is inconfiderable. 

Fifthly, We have been betrayed inftead of 
being refcued ; and thefe evils wholly owing to 
abandoning the old Conftitution, which many, 
who promoted the prefent fettkment, you be- 
lieve, did not intend. 

Sixthly, You obferve the generality are for 
you, and grow thankful for the fpirit which is 
miraculoufly raifed in all parts of your kingdom : 
You are coming to ihare the dangers which 
your Scotch fubjefts groan under from the un- 
unhappy Union. You place before your eyes, 

your 
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your grandfather who fell, and your uncle who 
out-lived a price upon his head. 

Seventhly, You talk in the pompous ftylc of 
Mr. Secretary, when he refolved to run for it : 
Let me, faid the pious Churchman, and heroic 
patriot, be a victim in Smithjieldy for the caufe 
for which I am proud to fall ; and fo got his 
black peruke and whifkers ready, and went on 
in the fame noble ftyle in France ; but I am 
going to obfervations when I am only upon the 
recital, and ihould only fay, ** Sic difputas Do' 
** mine.** You do not make promifes, but ufc 
an Imperative ; Let Confciences truly tender be 
indulged; Let Property, and Let an Aft of 
Grace. 

Eighthly, You abfolutely pardon all faults to 
thofe who fliall come in to you at your landing, 
and are ready to concert with your Parliament 
upon all matters ; and fo very gravely you fign 
froin our court at Commercy, the 25th day of 
Oftober, in the fifteenth year of your reign. 

The firft paragraph of this your Declaration 
is unfupported with any thing fo much as fpe- 
cious; for you roundly affcrt, that has been 
largely, and unanfwerably denied by the moft 
knowing in our Conftitution; and the practice of 
all mankind has been, and would not have been 

otherwife 
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othcrwife than to vary their manner of fuceet 
lion of princes on fuch exigencies as that at the 
Revolution ; and to all thofe arguments I have 
added, that king James either knew you were 
not his fon, and therefore took you with him, 
that any arguments for your being fuppofititious 
might have lefs weight in your exile ; or was 
himfelf the primary caufc of your fate, as you 
are pleafed to call ir. 

In your fecond topick you fay^you bore with 
the Queen's enjoyment of your throne, becaufc 
you expefled ihe would contrive your fucceffion 
to it, and believe ftie fecretly acknowledged, in- 
her own confcience, your right to it. This is 
the moft vile and barbarous imputation that 
ever was laid upon any prince either dead of 
living. This is faying, Ihe was an impoflor to 
her people, and was contented to be fo for your 
fervice. It is faying, her religion, her oaths, and 
her royal ftate, was one continued fcene of ido- 
latry towards God, and artifice towards Man, 

Your third obfervation. That the family on 
the throne are ftrangers to our language, is fcur- 
rility; the relation between a prince and his 
people is.not fupported by Converfation,hut the 
diflribution of Equity and Jujiice ! And the king 
exprcfles an ^^ Heart truly Englilh,** when he 
declares the Conflitution the rule of his govern- 
raientj and the integrity of his great mind has 

been 
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been evident in all his aftions, ever fince he 
Gondefcended to make us that Declaration. 

Your fourth topick is, That the adminiftra- 
tion is in the hands of the worft, to the oppref- 
ficHi of the beft. This is a quaint exprefEon 
your Secretary Harry has taken from Tacitus, 
or fome other writer, according to his way of 
enriching his fpeech with lively exprcffions, and 
negleding the improvement of his heart and 
fentiments. This it was that made him a moft 
excellent reviler, while he was with us ; and I 
find he keeps it for your fervice, to which hp 
indeed applied it while he was here. This 
charge againft the minifters is bafe and ground- 
lefs; for there is not one of them who has not 
diftinguiOied himfelf before he came to his pre- 
fent ftation, by brave aftions, feafonablc fervice 
in negotiations; or laudable eloquence in af- 
femblies, as welF as that their birth and quality 
found them among the beft of the people. I 
aflure you I fpeak this very impartially ; for 
whether you know it or no, I fear you will not 
believe I am the modefleft man in England ; I 
have defired only to be in as good preferment as 
this caufe found me when I firft commenced 
grenadier for it, but that cannot it feems be, 
yet I forgive them for being cold friends to me, 
for being warm enemies to you *. And you may 

♦ S'ic Strile's <* Letters/* vol.1, p. T39; a \zmcv\UhU Lftttr ot 
St ISLE on >hisfubje6V,to his wi*" , ?y a-»o:hrtr Liwr, 9. no, a ^.^<^t.w^ 
«bat ht (et up all ni-ht to prepare this Number of 0:ic Tons^jk-t kvtjl. 

2 y^^-^^ 
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pleafe to tell your fcribe Harry, That they arc 
diligent in the adminiftration of public affairs^ 
and have gone a great way in re-building^ the 
fabrick from the ruins to which he and bb 
wicked accomplices had reduced it. You fay. 
The parliament was procured by unwarrantable 
influences. It is confeflTed, it was not called by 
your auLhority. What elfe you mean I cannol 
imagine ; for there was not a farthing of public 
money fpcnt that way ; and if you mean great 
private expencc was made, you fee people had 
rather throw av/ay half their cftatcs to keep you 
our, than part with the whole by your coming. 
You (hew in your great reach in politicks in 
complaining, that we are running in debt, and 
raifing armies. I believe you think they are 
both raifcd againft you. You are offended the 
King has the dutchy of Bremen. You perhaps, 
think it would be greater gencrofuy to take one 
that brings us nothing but a new religion, than 
a proteftant prince like ourfelves, who is, at 
once, to this nation, a good and gracious prince, 
and a rich and powerful ally. 

Your fifth complaint is, that we have been 
betrayed, rather than rcfcued, and that you are 
fo gracious to believe the ill confequences were 
not intended. I do not underftand this, it is 
general ; and why you fay they who made the 
fettlcment did not expeft the ill confequences, 

which. 
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which jrdiu Ultimate are thofe of not having yo\i 
bur prince^ i$ inconaprehehfible. 

Your fixck aflenion is^ That there is^ in the 
generality of the people, a fpirit raifed thiracu* 
loufly for you. It is, indeed^ wonderfully, but 
not mil acUlou^y ; for they ate known by their 
fruit who brouj^ht forth our calamities. A 
xniniftry^ that came into the fervice of their 
country , engaged in a war agalnft France and 
yoUj being refolved to raife that and bring in 
jrouj became^ inftead of guardians of the people^ 
their betrayers ; and with the fubferviency of 
impudtot and apoftdte clergymen, laid the 
ftods of the prefent confufion and rebellion; 
As for your mention of Charles tlie Firfi and 
Second: Tb^ Firft lott his life^ he did fo indeed^ 
in a moft barbarous and upjuft manner, ih aflert* 
ing th^ cdnftkutioni and illegality of the pro- 
ceeding againft him ; which can never be your 
cafe; for sdl laws aris agdinft you. . As to him 
yoii call UAcle, he (^fcaped a price oh his head i 
but it behoves you to refled there is a greater 
on yours. , 

Xour feventh paragraph evades with a fpecioiiii 
ftill any binding promifes td us^ and in^ead of 
making them^ you fay, let them be ihadci This 
trick bais \fecn already pra£tifed by many of 
your friends. People will make their obfer- 
.vations^ that your craft is of the fame kind* 

O X^>3. 
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You mufl know there is a canon which direds 
our Clergy to pray for the King in fuch and 
fuch terms ; inflead of doing as they arc bid, 
they bid others do it, and repeat the order in* 
ftead of paying obedience to it; inftead of pray- 
ing themfelves, they fay to the people/* You ihaU 
** pray for King George;*' their Bi:ddingis as 
loyal, as your Letting is gracious, - 

Your eighth common-place is a general am-r 
nelly to all that fhall run to your colours, and 
help you forwards upon your arrival* After (hat, 
you and your parliament will confider furtlacr: 
What we are to expeft from thence give me 

leave to Ihow you from But before I go to 

that, having caft my eye on your date from 
Coixxmercy,! mufl: obferve, that here, and in your 
ftyle in the firfl: paragraph, you claim France 
too, fpr which I hope you wili anfwer on- that 
fide of the^ water, but I am glad to hear you ad; 
like an exafperated managainfthis Royal High- 
nefs the Regent* I was going to fliew what wc 
were to hope from you, and a parliament of 
yours, by the treatment the Proteftants had from 
your Pretended father, and his in Ireland, You 
are pleafed to tell us, that if upon your arrival 
in thefe realms we fubmit, you- are difpofed to 
receive us in your equipage of fubjedls, but if 
nor, you in parliament will proceed. 

King 
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King James made a new conftitution of cor- 
porations, to put in creatures of his own ; the 
manner of eleftion was, to fend together with 
a writ for ^leflion, a letter of recommendation 
whom to choofe. A parliament made in this 
manner fct themfelves to root out the whole 
Protcftant intereft, by following a general Bill 
of Attainder againft all abfent from their houfes^ 
whether in arms or employment againft him or 
not, with an A6t of Repeal, whereby the real 
eftates of all who ** dwelt or ftaid in any place 
** of the Three Kingdoms, which . did not own 
" King James's power, or correfponded with any 
'* fuch as they term rebels, or were any ways 
*^ aiding, abetting, or aflifting to them from the 
*' firft day of Augufl: 1688, are declared to be 
** forfeited and vefted in his Majefty, and that 
** without any office or inquifition found thereof.'* 
By which claufe almoft every Proteftant that 
could write in the kingdom had forfeited his 
eftate;.for the Packets went from London to 
Dublin, and back again, conftantly from Auguft 
to March, 1688 ; and few had friends in Eng- 
land, or in the North, but correfponded with 
them by letters, and every fuch letter is made 
by this claufe a forfeiture of eftate. There is a 
book amongft us called " The State of the Pro- 
'* teftants or Ireland,under the late King James's 
'^ Government,'* which gives us the mod lively 
G 2 ^^v 
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and faithful idea of a Popiih Prince tpftj a Pto- 
teftaht people. 

This whole Treatife is a prcfcnrAtivjt agiinS 
Romifli Tyranny, and cfFeftually explaina Ring 
James's direft intention to dcftroy his Proteftant 
fubjedts in their perfons, religion, and eftates. 

In a word Sir, the time is come wherein it 
begins to be underflood no plea in excufe of 
Treafon, that what was done was done undetthe 
adminiftration of a Lady who was renowned far 
goodnefs and virtue. But you have faid more 
on this fubjedk to us, than any of your fk-iends; 
you carry it fo far as to give us broad bints, that 
Ihe was privy to defigns in your favour. In gra* 
titude to her^ if (he was, you ihould have co- 
vered this circumflance otherwife. As I have 
above Ihown, you out- do all who have atteippted 
to bring her name to diflionour ; in proportion 
that you are above your followers, your tefti- 
mony is a greater injury than that of any of 
them. It is certain there has not one man ap- 
pcared a manifeft traitor, but he took refuge 
under his zeal for her Majedy. One was ac^ 
- cufed for betraying a town ; to which he gave 
as immediate and direct an anfwer as ever he did 
in his life. The Queen, whom I ferved, was the 
beft of wortien and of fovereigns. What made 
this the pleafanter was, that 2ie had before her 
death difcarded him, and her having turned him 

off 
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off iccmed to tiprii her goodncfs, as well as 
ji^dgcoent, againft him. If one fo good punifhed 
him, her virtue certainly made more againft him 
than fpr hisli. This Sir^ was the (tyle, this the 
game of crofs-purpofes, which was ufed by aU 
»nd every of your friends, as far as they have 
lt>een furpriased in their iniquities. For all which 
you have givn us a key ; but really Sir, I can- 
fiot think this ftep at all politick in the court 
of Comipercy ; for the name of the queen was 
hdpful oniy, but as from her charaAer (he was 
believed incapable of betraying her people and 
her relig^n ; and therefore her approbation of 
their condm^ was a cover to it. But if you 
ibo^UL bring it to pafs that fhe ihould be uni- 
yjerfaJly thought in the defign, you will involve 
her in the guilt, and confequently have no mpre 
advantage from her reputation to prptedt that 
oondjud which ripened it to what it is. 

Upon the whole Sir, under favour of the 
f:oUo&ilots <^ the court of Commercy, this de- 
lilaration is fliallow ai^d fuperficial; it moves 
upon hinges, which have long been rufty, and 
the prejudices ar^ furn:^ounted by fads en our 
iide, againft bare aflertions on jours. In the 
ipfency of this defign, which the wife and dif- 
interei)»d Earl of (joDOLPniNfaw, and fpoke to 
his Queen upon her firft intimation, that ihe 
w^ going into meafures different from thofe 
G 3 vAa^\!w 
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which had raifed her to the futnthitof glorjr, 
on which flie ftood and could furvey Europe in 
fufpenfe, till it knew her determinations : I fajr, 
upon the very firft ftep towards it, that memo- 
rable minifter told his fovereign what would 
peceffarily, however Ihe was difpofed in it, 
follow from that change of her councils^ To 
the endlefs foriow and indignation of all honeft 
men, from that moment flie was exalted in words 
and proteftations, but pulled down in" things 
and fads in the court of England ; cunning 
took the place of wifdom ; impudence of inge- 
nuity, and fenfuality of pfeafure ; every thing 
tliat was praife-worthy was banilhed and dif 
countenanced, and fome monftrous likenefs of It 
fet up to view in the place where it ufed to ap- 
pear. The fetting-up Idols and Images for the 
adorable things which they ought to reprefenl, 
from the praftice and influence of the court, 
grew the falhion throughout the nation, which 
was amufed with words to purfue the deftruc- 
tion of what they underftood thefe words to 
fignify. Thus the word Church giving natu- 
rally an alarm to be ready in the Defence of 
religion, and loyalty to the Queen naturally im- 
plying the love of our country, wliich ffie had 
hitherto fo well governed and protefted ; mifled 
the people net only to fuffer, but promote their 
defigns, who were gradually delivering up both 

Heligion 
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Religion and Liberty into the hands of your 
worfliip. You may depend upon it, that the 
miraculous fpirit, which you boaft is raifcd for 
you, is no other than a mif-guidcd zeal againft 
you 5 for which reafon, if I might advife, 
you Ihould ftick to your kingdom of France ; 
and therefore I cannot believe you have re- 
moved the court from Commercy, to Peterhead, 
or Perth^. 

You may be affured, I am not moved to the 
giving you this trouble, from Paflion, Avarice, 
or Ambition. As to FaflSon, I mud own I never 
have received greater civilities, or more frank 
and difinterefted offers of kindnefs and favour, 
than from friends of yours now in arms, or in 
cufiody for your caufe ; I wilh them all, from 
my foul, in Heaven ; and have no more perfonal 
provocation to be againft any one of them, than 
Brutus had to the ftabbbg of C^sar. But 
this is a time, wherein there is no fuch thing as 
a private man, but all ofEces of life Ihould give 
way to. the duties we owe to the community; 
father, brother, fon, and hufbahd, muft be laid 
afide, to exert the citizen and the fubjeft. 

As to Avarice and Ambition, when the necef- 
fities of life are provided, and confcious honour 
well guarded, I can contemn both. To ihew 
you that it is fo, I can very frankly recommend 
you to the Cardinal's Cap, which the provincial 
G A ^i 
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of the Jcfuits propofcs to have offerrd me, tp 
avoid further unanfwerable objeAjbm to the Craft 
of traders in religion. Believe me^ you woul^ 
find a great difference in fitting at your .eafe ill- 
uming pther$, and in being ypurfelf^ as they 
have now made you, a mock hero in a,Hoi«y 
War ; a tool to facerdotal Pride and Luxtiry. 

In hopes you will make the beft ufe of thff 
advice, I take leaye of your eminence. 



JR» !$». 
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MADAM^ 

IT had, been impoffible that any man fhouM 
be able to furnifh out every week what 
would bje worth reading, even a? a trifle, if you 
jdid not take it for granted, that when I called 
my epiftle to you Town-Talk, I meant, that 
you who are converfanl in bpoks, fhould efteem 
this a packet of little refults from difcourfe 
among the men of good fenfe, like that kind of 
writing which Mr. Selden calls his Tablk- 
Talk. That work flowed from a mind full of 
ynpre deep and weighty knowledge ; and though 
light in itfelf was fuch a kind of levity, as did 
no diihonour to the well-governed fpirit from 
whence it was uttered, your own temper is apt 
.enough to make excufes for what comes froni 
your friends ; and therefore 1 will not dwell 
upon apologies fojc the flyle and loofe drefs of 
thefe Papers, which I know you underftand to 
be ;tbe ejStft of time itolen from the conflant 
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bufinefs and diverfion which a man may" turn 
himfelf to in this town, amidft the adtivc and 
pleafant fcenes of London and Westminster. 
To this conhderation you will add, that the 
relation of whatever p.^fies in this agreeable 
place, is plcaling to you at a dillance, where 
you are confined to live under the fatiety of 
one (et of company. But the feverity of the 
feafon has kept me within doors, where I have 
paffed my time in reading fliort performances 
of antient and modern writers ; and it has been 
no fmall diverfion to me, to contemplate the 
noble Geniufes that have been in the world, and 
to celebrate in my own imagination fuch as 
promife to make a figure in ages to come. The 
late account which I gave you of the Crnsq- 
RiuM, let you underftand, that Poetry and 
Mufick were the arts which were to contribute 
to the diverfions of that Society; the Ode I have 
fent you in honour of the Prince's birth-day ♦, 
by Mr. Welsted, printed for Tonson, was 
written at the rcquefl: of the undertaker, apd has 
produced a piece of mufick worthy the poetry, 
of which I inclofe to you the Score. The lan- 
guage of it approaches that fimplicity and pu- 
rity of expreflion, which has made the natural 
and eafy thoughts of the antients on fubjedts of 

* See p. 88. l,i& Mvertijment^ of W£LSTED'6 0ir, 

z meer 
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meer mirth and gaiety, and writ as if only for 
the diverfion of the prcfcnt hour, defcend to our 
times ; there is a peculiar fkill in the contrivance 
of the Ode 1 am commending, and the feftivity 
and the greatnefs of the occafion are at once 
happily preferved. That may feem to a com- 
mon eye, of common merit, which to difcerners 
is the more extraordinary for appearing fo fa- 
miliar. Men of tafte will extremely applaud 
the art of making the ear tingle with pleafure, 
at the fame time that the heart exults with tri* 
umph, as ^in the Ode, where a Prince is cele- 
brated for his glorious behaviour, at an inftant 
of danger, to entertain thofe, whofe minds over- 
flow with gratitude and pleafure, that it is for 
-their fakes he was expofed to it. The au- 
' dience feel a noble delight, at once enjoying the 
benefit, and exprefling their fenfe of it in the 
united povver of mufick and poetry. This, 
Madam, is thaking pleafure fubfervient to noble 
ends, and reducing delight to contribute to what 
It has generally obftrudted, a paffion for things 
praife-worthy. 

I have already told you, That the Censorium 

wasto be to the Theatre, what an Under-plot is 

' toaP^iy*; and though theatrical reprefentations 

may have but an inconfiderable regard from 

♦ See N? IV. p. 54. 

thofe 
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thofe who do not throughly confidor thfiou it 
mud be confefTed, that a Ikilful and honeft 4v 
region of the powers of Arts and Scieoces 
which fo flrongly affcd: the fenfes^ and engage 
the underfianding, would be a great fejrricc to 
the Commonwealth. 

I have obtained a copy of a Pafent giv^q far 
that purpofe, and publifh it at once to advertUe 
thofe thofe who z& under it, That all good ud 
reafonable men expedl fome fudden ameodmeot 
in the public ihows^ and to acquaint the towfi 
with what is incumbent upon the patente^^ jp 
hopes of their concurrence in what may be 
thought neceflary for the improvement of their 
pleafures. This Patent is not drawn up witb 
fuch tautologies as are ufually thought neceflary^ 
aiKi poffibly may pleaiie you from its elegano^ 
It is as follows. 

" GEORGE, by the Grace of God, of Gr««- 
" Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender 
f ^ of the Faith, ^c. To all to whom thefe pre- 
f* fents Ihall come, greeting. We having in- 
f ^ formed ourfelves, fince our acceffion to our 
f * Cfown^ of the ftate of our Theatre ; and find- 
** ing, to our forrow, that through the negleft 
*^ and ill management thereof, the true and only 
** end of its inftitution is greatly perverted ; and 
*• inftead of exhibiting fuch reprcfcntations of 

** human 
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«* bam^tt life ii§ may tctid to the encouragement 
'* and honour of Religi<m and Virtue, and dif- 
« cMttitenanclng Vice, The Englilh Stage hath 
•« been the complaint of the fober, intelligent, 
** ikftd teligious part of our people ; and, by in- 
<^ detent and immodeft expreffions, by prophane 
•* dtofion to Holy Scripture, by abufive and 
** fetntitous repreTentations of the clergy, and 
*• by the fuccefs and applaufe beftowed on 
•* libertine cfaaraders, it hath given great and 
^ infufierable fcandal to Religion and good 
•* Manners : and in the reprcfentations of civil 
** government, care has not been taken to create 
*• itt the minds of our good fubjeds, juft ^nd 
** dutiful idea's of the power and authority of 
** inagifirates, as well to preferve a due fenfe of 
*• Ac rights of our people ; and through many 
•• other abufes, that which under a wife direc* 
*' tion, and dufe regulation^ would be ufeful and 
«• honourable, has proved, and if not reformed, 
^ will continue a reproach to government, and 
'* diihonour to religion. And it being our pious 
•• refolution, which with the bleffing of Al- 
•* mighty God we will fteadily purfue through 
** the whole courfe of our reign, not only by 
•' our own example, but by all other means 
*' poffible to promote the honour of Religion 
** and Virtue ; and on every occafion; to en- 
•' courage good literature, and to endeavour the 
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^^ enablifliment of good-manners and difcipline 
** among all our loving fubjefts, in all fiatioDS ' 
*^ and ranks of men whatfoevcr, thefe being, in 
** our opinion, the. proper means to render our 
** kingdoms happy and flourifliing. We have 
" ferioufly revolved on the premifes, and being 
*^ well fatisfied of the ability and good difpo- 
" fition of our trufty and well-beloved Richard 
" Steele, efq; for the promoting thefe our 
** royal purpofes, not only from his public fer- 
** vices to Religion and Virtue, but his fleady 
•* adherence to the true intereft of his country. 
" Know ye, That We, out of our fpecial grace, 
" certain knowledge, and meer motion, and in 
** confidcration of the good and faithful fervices, ' 
** which the faid Richard Steele hath done 
** us, and doth intend to do, for the future, 
*' hath given and granted, and by thefe prefents, 
** for us and our heirs and fucceffor, do give 
** and grant unto him, the faid Richard 
" Steele, his executors, adminiflrators, and 
" afligns,. for and during the term of his na- 
** tural life, and for and during the full end and 
" term of three years, to be computed next and 
" immediately after the deceafe of him the faid 
«* Richard Steele, full power, licence, and 
*' authority, to gather together, form, entertain, 
*^ govern, privilege, and keep a company of 
** Comedians for our fervice, to exercife and 

^^aa 
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" BsSt Tragedies, Plays, Operas, and other per- 
*« formances of the ftage, within the houfe in 
** Drury-Lane, wherein the fame are now cx- 
*' ercifed, by virtue of a licence granted by Us 
*' to him the faid Richard St£ele, Robert 

" WiLKS, .COLLEY ClBBER, ThOMAS DoGCET, 

** and Barton Booth, or within any other 
" houfe built or to be built, where he or they 
*' can beft be fitted for that purpofe, within 
** our cities of London and Westminster, or 
** the fuburbs thereof; fuch houfe or houfes fo 
** to be built (if occafion fliall require) to be 
** aflSgned, allotted out by the furveyor of our 
** works for a Theatre or Play^houfe^ with ne- 
•* ceflary tiring and retiring rooms, and other 
*' places convenient, of fuch extent and di- 
** menfion as the faid Richard Steele, his 
** executors, adminiftrators, or afligns, Ihall 
*^ think fitting ; wherein Tragedies, Comedies, 
*^ PJays,; Operas, Mufick Scenes, and all other 
*^ entertainments of the fbge whatfocver may 
** be (hewed and prcfented. Which faid com- 
*^ pany fliall be ourfervants, and be ftyled The 
** Royal\Company OF Comedians, and fliall 
** confift of fuch numbers as the faid Richard 
•* Steele, his executors, adminiftrators, or 
** afligns, fliall, from time to time, think meet. 
«« And we do hereby, for Us, our heirs and fuc- 
. ^ cefibrs, grant unto the faid Richard Steele, 
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^< his executors^ adtniniftrators^ or affign^, full 
« power, licence, and authority, to petmic fuch 
<' perfons, at and during the pleafure 6f the faid 
^< Richard Steele, his executors, Adcnini« 
*< ftrators, or aflSgns, from time, to time to afi 
^* plays and entertainments of the fiage of all 
" forts, peaceably and quietly, without the im- 
*' peachment or impediment of any perfen or 
" perfons whatfoever, for the honeft recreation 
** of fuch as Ihall defire to fee the fame, never- 
** thelefs under the regulations herein after«men« 
*< tioned, and fuch other as the faid Richard 
^ Steele, from time to time, in his difcretiooi 
^' fliall find reafonable and neceflary for our 
«* fervicc. And We do, for Ourfelves, Our 
" heirs, and fucceffors, further grant to him the 
^^ faid Richard Steele, his executors, admi* 
^^ niftrators, and aifigns as aforefaid, that it fliall 
*^ and may be lawful to and for the faid Ri- 
^* CHARD Steele, his executors, adminiftra* 
<^ torSi and affigns, to take and receiv^e, of 
<« fuch our fubjefts as (hall refort to fee or hear 
*^ any fuch plays, fcenes, and entertainments 
«< whatfoever, fuch fum or fums of money as 
** cither have accuftomably been given and 
<^ taken in the like kind, or as fhall be thought 
^ reafonable by him or them in regard of the 
^' great expences of fcenes, mufick, and fucb 
<^ new decorations as have not been formerly 

*' ufcd. 
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•* ufed. And further, for Us, Our heirs and 
** fucccflbrs. We do hereby give and grant unto 
** the faid Richard Steele, his executors, 
" adminiftrators, and afligns, full power to 
*^ make fuch allowances out of that which he 
«* fliall fo receive by the adting of plays and 
•• entertainments of the ftage, as aforefaid, to 
" the adtors and other perfons employed in aft- 
^* ing, reprefenting, or in any quality whatfo- 
** foever about the faid theatre, as he or they Ihall 
** think fit. And that the faid company (hall 
*' be under the fole government and authority 
*^ of the faid Richard Sfellk, his executors, 
** adminiftrators, or affigns ; and all fcandaloui 
** and mutinous perfons fhall, from time to time, 
'* by him and them be ejedlcd and difablcd 
** from playing in she faid Theatre. And for 
•* the better attaining Our royal purpofes in this 
*^ behalf, We have thought fit hereby to de- 
*' clare, that henceforth no reprcfcntatious be 
** admitted on the flage by virtue, or under 
■** colour, of thefeOur letters patents, whereby the 
** Chriflian Religion in general, or the Church 
•* of England, may in any manner fuffer re- 
/* proach, ftridly inhibiting every degree of 
V abufc or mifreprefentarion officrcd chai afters, 
'** lending to expofe religion itfelf, and to bring 
*' it into contempt; .tind that no fnch charadtef 
- '* be oihcrwifc introduced, or. placed in other 
..... H '' ^v^^^. 



98 T O W N . T A L K. N« 6. 

'^ light, than fuch as may inhance the juft 
*' cftcem of thofe who truly anfwer the end of 
** their facred fundtion. We further enjoyn the 
«* flridteft regard to fuch reprcfentations, as any 
** way concern civil policy, or the conftitutioQ 
** of Our government, that thefe may con- ' 
*' tribute to the fupport of Our facied autho- 
** rity, and the prefervation of order and good f 
** government. And it being our royal defirei 
** that for the future. Our Theatre may be in* 
** ftrumental to the promotion of Virtue, and 
** inftrudtive to Human Life, We do hereby 
** command and enjoyn, that no new Play, or 
** any old or revived Play, be adted under the 
*' authority hereby granted, containing any 
" paflages or expreffions offenfive to piety and 
*^ good-manners, until the fame be correfited 
*^ and purged by the faid Governor, from all 
** fuch cffenfive and fcandalous paflages and ex* 
*' preflions. And thefe Our letters patents, or 
** the inrolment thereof, fliall be in all things 
*' good and effedtual in the law, according to 
** the true intent and meaning of the fame, and 
*^ any thing in thefe prefents contained, or any 
** law, ftatute, adt, ordinance, proclamation, 
" provifion, or reftridion, or any other matter, 
<' caufe, or thing, whatfoever to the contrary, in 
•* any wife notwithftanding. In witnefs whereof, 
** We have caufed thefe Our letters to be made 

" Patent. 
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*« Patent. Witnefs Ourfelf at Weftminfter, the 
*' nineteenth of January, in the firft year of Our 

V reign. 

" By writ of Privy SeaU Cocks.'* 

• This Patent, Madam, is the Law of the 
Thbatre; and by the rule of it, we are to 
expe£k that tfothing new fhall hereafter come 
upon the Stage, that may in the leaft offend 
decency or good -manners. The indulgence at 
prefenc given to what is reprefented there, is a 
fufferance which it is to be hoped will be made 
up to the audience in future plays. If every 
thing that (hall not be reprefented is not vir- 
tuous, let it at leaft be innocent* This will 
bring a new audience to the houfe ; and it is 
from the hope* of entertaining thofe who at 
prefent are terrified at the Theatre, that the 
Iharers muft hope for their fuccefs hereafter, 
This will naturally have the defired effedt, and 
Folly will be ridiculous without being at the 
fame time fo mixed with Vice, as to make it 
alio terrible. The daughter may be agreeable 
and blooming, though the mother is at the 
fame time difcreet, careful, and anxious for her 
condud. No neceffary imperfeftions, fuch as 
old age, and misfortune, fliall be the objedts of " 
deriiion and buffoonery. The fine gentleman is 
not abfolutely obliged to wrpng his friend in the 
moft unpardonable inftance, that of Vv\^ \itft.v 
' Hz r^\ 
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nor is'ihe fine lady of courfe to like Kim bcft, 
.who lavifhes his youth among the abandoned of 
her fex. But it is to be hoped, that. men. of 
"Wit ajid Genius vfill be prevailed ttpjph tb write 
for the ftage (the moft ready occafion for re- 
commending themfelves to the world) who will 
fcorn to be beholden to mens appetites and de* 
lircs for their applaufe; but will venture to ftand 
or fall, according as they pleafe well informed 
judgement, and promote well diredted paffion> 
P. S. I have been juft now at the water-lidf, 
and obfcrvc a whole ftreet broke in an inftant. 
There has been, for fome days, a communi- 
cation with the county of Surrey, by way of 
Ice *, which made up the city of London, 
Westminster, and Soufhwark. There has 
happened a good deal of difficulty upon thisac- 

* " Several poor people \\ave tMs la ft week been found iirthe ftreen 
lying dead, ai;it AilleiMid u iili the violence of the froft. The TiviiM* 
is now grown one folid rock of ice; coaches, carriers with tlreir liorfBl 
and tlieir waggon-, have piilfed like a puhlic road ; bootlis fur the fade d 
brandy, vsiiic, and ither exl.ihin.tin.!^ hcjuors, have been fixed tbffS 
for fonric time ; hut now it is made in a iTianner like a town, Clioi]iJni<S 
and Uioiifandfi of pf:oj>lc crofs it, i nd with wonder viow Uic moun* 
tainous heaps of water il at now lie congealed into ice, nUwithltandiiiS 
the refiftance given to the cold by the nxjiion of the tide. On Tlnirfibf 
L-ift a i>retty larr^ cook's (hop w..s eredled there ; and people went rhcrt 
as regul. j iy to the ordinary, as they do in tlie city. Over agahift Weft* 
minfler, Whirdiall, and White-Fiycrs, pj inting-prefles are kept upoi 
Uie ice, wh»-rc many pcrfons liave their names printed off, to tranfmic 
tlve Wdnders of the feafon to clusir cl.ildren. It lias not miich longer 
to continue, to equal, or even to out-do, the Great Frost, which if 
tioiv nude Obit u^ei^ An acra of cinu;." Weekly Packet, Jon. 141 

COUDti 
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county. foF all manner of crimes have been there 
committed by way of curiofity, to know whether 
they cbiiid aft with the fame freedom there, as 
on the fliorc. The Water-BailifF has had a 
quarrel with the Bailiffs of Westminster and. 
SouTHWA&K, about the jurifdidion on the oc- 
cafiori. • The thaw, inftead of ending the diffi- 
culty, according to the learned, will but increaffe 
it. All the GolDSMiTHs * on the Ice are thought 
to have afted too much upon credit, and to have 
hurt their charafter on Ihore. It is a great mortifi- 
cation to fee this intermediate city difperfe like a 
camp ordered to march, and you mud take it 
as all emblem of all human affairs, without fay- 
ing, we at beft walk on Ice. I am. Madam, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant. 
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lilADAM, 

YO U are at a diflance from the town, and 
confequcntly are not entertained with all 
the prej^cnfc impertinencies which we enjoy who 
live in it. Thofe who premeditate their follies, 
jire we Authors of Daily or Weekly Paper?, who 
do not only gravely fit down, and take pen, ink^. 
and paper, to communicate our crudities to our 
private friends, but alfo make the prefs labour to 

♦ TUe Bankers were then univcriaUy (o Ga^Vft<Xi 

H 2 ^>j\^i\J^ 
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fprcad our errors among the reft of th6 ptoptel 
I, you know, have fo many faults, that 1 can 
pretend to no feverity without appearing riclir 
culous, but at the fame time^ pretend to lb 
much can4our as to like a thing well 4pney,as 
well as if I had done it myfelf, and am there- 
fore the fitteft man tq give you an abridgemsot 
of the public papers, or a comrilent upon iheto^ 
as occafion, or endeavour to divert you» lbal| 
fequire, 

I conftantly fend you all that come outa .You 
are to look upon the Daily Courant^ in gejneral» 
as a man in his every-day cloaths ,• but whet) 
he has ai:>y thing that is new, he wears it witK* 
put giving himfelf airs ; and you may receive 
him in it, as one that comes to vifit you out of 
kindnefs to you, much more than for his xmn 
fake, or to fet himfelf off. The Pojl-man i$^ 
admirable Stage-coach, and goes whether' he 
has paflengcrs or not. One cannot fprbe^r look- 
ing in upon him ; but you are fure to fee ev'tta 
thing it^ his vehicle in its homlieft garb ; all i^ 
drefled for a journey, and mufHcd up. You 
loiow nobody, and you fee all faft and tight ; 
and the whole carriage put together with a rt^ 
fped to the profit of the undertaker, morfethah 
the pleafure or convenience of the pafTenger. 

I once before recommended to you the te'act* 
f ng of a paper, which, if attended to, canhoi 
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but at the fame time that it is an entertainment^ 
be very ferviccable to thepublick *. This Paper 
comes out in the midft of the confufion and 
animofity, which are fomented by pamphlets 
and other loofe papers^ like a man of fenie in a 
multitude, whofe appearance among them fup* 
prefies their noife^ and gains him an authority 
to be heard with attention for their common 
fervictf. In this view give me leave to repeat 
to you the firfl: paragraph of his laft Paper f. 

* One may venture to affirm, that all honeft and 

* difinterelted Britons, of what party foever, if 
' they underftand one another, are oif the fame 

* opinion in points of government ; and that 
^ the grofs of the people, who are impofcd upon 

* by terms which they do not comprehend, are 

* Whigs in their heartl. They .'are made to 

* believe, that Paffive- Obedience and Non-Re- 

* fiftance. Unlimited Power and Indefeafible 

* Right, have fomething of a V€««rable and re* 

* ligibus meaning i^ them ; whereas in reality 

* they only imply, that a king of Great Fiitain 

* has a right to be a tyrant, and that' his fub- 

* jeds are obliged in confcience to be ilaves. 

* Were the cafe truly aa^r fairly Mid before 

* them, they wscAild know, that when they make 

* a profeflion of fuch principles; they renounce 

♦ Tlie FaiEuoLPFRS then publishing by Addison. See p. 6 o. 
f F iiJBOLDEi, K* X. Jan. aj, I7r5-t4/' 

H 4 ^ ^V€\^ 
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^ their legal claim to Liberty and Property, and 
^ unwarily fubmit to what they really abhor/ 

He goes on to (hew the ill effe^s of abfo* 
lyre power, even in a man particularly turned 
to devotion. You muft know, at Mr. Johnson's, 
we have all the papers lie before us, and coufin 
Arthur, who is our reader, takes what he 
pleafes off the table ; and yefterday when wc 
were all in difcourfe upon public affairs, caft 
his eye upon Amorett, .^nd told her ihe muft 
entertain the conipany on her lute, and fing at 
the fame time th^ following Song, a produSion. 
of the fame noble Genius * I celebrated in r^y^ 
laft epiftle to you? 

AMINTOR AND THE NIGHTINGAUSt 
A S O N G *• 

• . ; ' I. 

•* A S in a blowing Jafminc bower, 

♦* Where Envy's eye could ne'er difclofe 'ein, • 
** Enjoyipg ages in an hour 

** Amintoh lay in Chloe's bofom- 

II. 
' ** A Nightingale renewed her fong 

** In fuch afad complaining mcafure, 
♦* In notes at once fo fwcct and ftrong, 
Th' enchanted grove was fiU'd with picafurc. 

-9 Lbowaip Wsmtbd. Efqs See pp* 88. 90. 

' III, " o 
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Ilf. 
<> O lovely Songftrefs, faid the fwain^ 

** Thy idle melody give over ; 
** To me alas, thou fing'ft in vain, 
. »' To me, a panting wilhing Lover. 

IV. 
, ** Thy fvveet complainings now difmifs, 

** O heavenly, yet unkind intruder ; 
. ** Nor rob me of a gentler blifs, 

" Tp give me in its place a ruder. 

V. 

*f AVhen I am funk in Chloe's arms, 
** The fofteft moment Love poffefles ; 

*^ E^en Ph jL0Mf:L Jias loft her charms, 
** And Harmony itfclf difpleafes. 

VL 
<* Bright Chloe all my powers employs, 

. ^* And all befides is fond delufion : 
♦* While Ihe alone compleats my joys, 
*< Variety is but confufion.'' 

The fcene, the perfons, the time, and all 
other circumftances, corrtrib'ute to m^ke this as 
proper a fubjedt for a Song as could be imagined; 
the delicacy of the thought and pbrafe, and the 
fweetnefe of the numbers, heightened by a charm- 
ing voice of a fine young lady, fetting herfelf 
to view before her Lover, and in a mixed com- 
pany, were qircumftances that <:onfpircd to 
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make ihe inftant moft exquifitcly agreeable. It 
was then I firft difcovered, that our friend Ar- 
thur was a flave to Amorett; and a caft of 
her eye, when Ibc had done finging, difcovered 
more than bare curiofity to obferve how well he 
liked her performance. — Mr. Johnson defired 
Arthur to look upon the papers on the table^ 
which were handed about. You will obferve, 
fays he, a letter there which was fent to my 
band from the author of the Tatler, as a thing 
be knew would plcafe me, as having formerly 
been angry that it was any where fo much as 
intimared that the Atheift was not a moafter 
without any companion in the whole fpecies, 
who had not drowned in bimfelf the gifts and 

fuggcfiions of natural reafon. Mr. Arthur 

read the letter, naming the date of it firft, to wit, 
~ '• Marlborough, on theWeft coaft of Sumatra, 
" Auguft 24.'' The letter is as follows : 

*^ To Richard Steei^e, Efq. 

« Sir, 

^ T LEFT England juft at the time you had 
" compleatcd your TatItERs, and left it wirii 
^^ the lefs regret, becaufe I thought the nobleft 
•* cntettaioment I bad ever met with was at an 
*' end ; bttt I found myfelf very agreeably dif- 
•^ apjiointcd ; tb? Spectator has vifited me on 

<^ this: 
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« this fide the Gbbe ; his convcrfation relieves 
«* mc from the fatigue ofbufinefs •, by him Tarn 
^* always entertained, and of en improved. The 
^^ Bible has the firft place in my ftudy, a4 
•* tciiching me the whole compafs of Duty. Mr. 
** LocKi^ who firft tnught me to diftinguilh be* 
♦* tween Words and Things, has the next place ; 
T^' thofe writings, which have taught me a more 
f^ eafy and agreeable manner of pradVifing Virtue 
^* itfelf, are my conftant companions : I hope the 
f^ gtatcful acknowledgements of an honed mind, 
^' for being, nrade wifcr and better, will not be 
ft tjoatccptable to one who profcfles doing 
^f good. 

*♦ The SpfeCTATOR, N® 389. carries convidion 
^* t6 any man that dares make ufe of his reafon, 
'* though I think you feem to make a con- 
*^ ceffion to the Atheift of a fadl, which may be 
f * very: well ptoved againft him. I point at that 
** plaee-wherc you rally him for valuing himfelf 
** upon the Hottentots on his fide. I have 
^^ vifited the feveral quarters of the Globe, and 
^* made fome obfervations on Men and Things : 
f« I KVed fome time among the Hottentots, and 
•«,liotbifik:buaisv^ nature is more funk in them, 
^^. than in any other part of ourfpecies, except the 
^* At4ti(i iiHBfelf ; but how contempliible foever 
5« they may appear in other refpcds, they are 
ff pot jfo far abandoned as to he^vc Iqft the Ceiv<^ 
•■ '^ ^^ c& 
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" of a Deity ; every new moon they ' afiemble 
** together, and fpcnd a confidcrable part of the 
** night in a rude woifhip, expreffed by finging^ 
•* or rather fcrcaming^ and dancing, after their 
" manner. This fadt will be confirmed .by all 
** perfons of oblervation, who have lived any 
** time at the Cape of Good Hope. 

** I do not think the caiife (lands in need of 
•* this proof; but I was willing to do fo much 
** right to thofe poor people, as to vindicate 
^* them from a charge, which finglc, if true, 
^* would render them much more- defpicable 
«* than all their prefent miferablc circuniftaDcea 
*' put together, 

. •* You will not find the name of the pla^e I 
** date iVom, in the map. Fondnefs for a ftrudure 
" of my own raifing, led me to give it the moll 
^' illudrious name in hiflory, MARLBORouGd'9 
** the Glory, and the Shame of Great Britain; 
** the Glory is his own, the Shame is : • 

*'Sir, I'am /■ 

*^ Your much obliged 

« Marlborough, on ihc i i /• 

;«'WeftCo*atfbumaira^ " humblc .lei;vant,^ : 

^«Aug.z4.X7H . •« JoSEra.CoiLW.'' 

After Mr. Johnson had triumphed in the ac- 
count of Religion among the Hottentots, he 
proceeded to exprefe a pleafure^ that while this 

fide 
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fide of the Globe, wherein the duke or Marl- 
pOROUGH had performed hi? glorious a^^ions^ 
,was ftupidly, and ungratefully endeavouring to 
fully his great reputation, the other hemifphere 
was raifing monuments to his renown. While he 
was talking, Mr. Arthur, who was looking 
^pon the paper that lay next to it, interrupted 
him with a fmile, and faid, ** I find the bufihefs 
f^ of Fame is in fome meafure the care and per- 
•* plexity of all degrees of mankind, as well as 
*^ of captains and heroes. 1 his epiftle in my 
.** hand,** faid he, ** has a new kind of adverfity 
/^ in it, the diftrefs of being unworthily praifcd, 
.** I will read it out," continued he, " becaufe I 
*^ have a refpedt for the man that writes it, as 
** well as for the novelty of its matter." t o 
' read thefe words. 

*' To the Author of the Town-Talk. 



€€ 



SIR, 



** I F there was any law, whereby I could be 
*' redreffed when a man makes ufe of my name 
** without my knowledge or approbation, I 
** Ihould not now trouble you with this Letter, 
" to defire you to do me juftice, in telling the 
•" Town how much I am abufcd this way. 

'' Before 
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*' Before I knew what a dealer in^advertiie- 
** ments Mr. E. Curll the Bookfeller is, and. 
^* how far he carries his. indullry to get moscj^ 
*^ I was fo eafy-as to let him ihare with me in a 
** book called Fires Improved, which 1 tranf- 
*' lated out of French. He, in order to for- 
** ward the fale of the book, not content with 
** the ufual way of advertifing, inferted my 
** whole preface in the news-paper, giving Mr» 
*' Senex the Engraver, and myfelf, fuch un- 
** reafonable commendation in his own ftylc, at 
** the bottom of the advertifement, as a man ufes 
<* when he is felling a thing, and calls it the befi 
•* in England. 1 told him how I fufFcred under 
*' fo much panegyrick, which mull make all, 
*' that imagined me to confent to the publifhing 
" fuch an advertifement, have a very whimficai 
" notion of me. Well, this pafl'ed off, and I 
** thought myfelf out of all danger of ever being 
" commended again by him ; but laft week he 
** began to give about another advertifement 
" in a quarter of a (heet of paper, concerning 
•^ the book above-mentioned. Thefirft part of 
*' this advertifement gave an account of my 
«• book, and named the workmen which I em- 
** ploy in building the new chimneys for any 
'' body that defircs my dircftions in the matter *• 

* " J'lft pnhlifhe<J, Vy Mr. Ofsagulikks, a Pook, int'tu^ed. FiRim 
iMPKoVhD I being a luw ni<ihod (i buikibg Clum eys^ io a> tu pre- 

6 
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** So much X>f the advcrtifement I knew of; but 
«« he fills up the reft of the paper with what 
'* you was pleafed to fay of me * in j'our de- 
-^' fcription pf the New Chimneys in yourTowH- 
^* Talk, Numb. III. calling it Sir *« Richard 
** Steele^s Account of the New Chimneys'*. 
•* Now, whether Sir Richard Steele and you 
. *' are the fame perfon, is what I have not yet 
^* been aflured of ; neither is it my bufinefs to 
^^ enquire into it. There is yet no name put to 
** your Paper, I have fatisfied Sir Richard 
** Steele, that I had no hand in making ufe of 
U his name in this advertifement ; and I hope 
** that you will not imagine me fo vaip as to 
" re-print and publifli to the world, the charac- 
** tcf that you gave me in your Paper, when I as 
*« little expedted as deferved it -j^. 

vrnt UieirSmoaking ; in -which a fma'l Fire fliall w:!rm a Room hcttor 
than a moch br^cr made tlie common way ; with Uie mangier of altw- 
jrg fach Cliimneys as are already biiilt, fo that th^sy Ihali peifo ni t.€ 
iamc effcAs. IlluilnttcU w th nine explanatory cuts. PrirteU for E- 
CuRLL, at the Dial and Bible, againlt St, Dunft n* Chwch, in 1 l«fr- 
Aneety price 3s. At whofe hoiifc may be feen thefe new Chimneys, nnadc 
after the cheapcV anJ fn^nplei^ manner, according to the direction <jf 
Wr. DiSAcULiF.Rs. Performed by Thomas Hathwell and William 
Dream, Bri^uM-yers." Poftman, Jan. 14, i7?5-i^' 

» «< This Day is publi(hed, and given gratis, Sir Richard St ef.li's 
Xiccountc^ Mr. Des A ou LI ERs' new-invented Chiranics. rrintctl for £• 
CuRLL, icc> Poftboy, Jan. 21, 1715-16. 

f "JdHNTiiFopHiLusDESACUi-ieRS, M A. F.R.S.andNicHOLAi 
Du Bo IS, Arthitc6t, and one o' his Majefty's Engineers, have coi^cix-ed 
a new Stove Gr*te with iron cavities behind the back, of it, made in fnch 
maimer, tlwt with an ordinary fire, the largeft rooms will, in the coldeft 
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** To prevent any thing like this for the 
^' future, I gave you this trouble to declare, 
" l^hat whete-ever my name is, or (hall be 
** printed, with that egregious flatterer Mr. 
" Curll's, either in an advertifement, or at the 
** title page of a book, except that of '* Ftres 
*' improved,'* I entirely difown it. I am. Sir, 
"CWnc-iR.w Weft- a Your moft humble 
" 1716. «< and obedient Servant, 

** JohnTheophilus Desaguliers.* 

Amorett, who is a difciple of this Philo- 
fophcr, faid, ** Ihe hoped, when the Cenfiriwn 

wca*hcr, be equally warmec\ in all parts, and conftantly fuppHed with 
fie(h air, heated in the faid cavities, as it comes into tlie rooii ; the wstf 
propofed in al)ook called, "Fire Improved, &c." bfing only fuccefsfiilii 
fmall apartmc nts Tlie greatell effc<5l that fuch a machine can produce 
with th; leaft crft, may be f'>en at the fuid Mr. DefaguHers in Cliannd- 
Row, Wcftminfter, every Monday, Tuefday, and Wednefday, from t 
to 5 in the aftcn^oon ; whers n .t only the room vvliere the fire s 
"(which 30 fiK»t long, iS wiJ.c, and 15 high) is warmed fo as to make 
the Thrnnomcter rife 34 degrees in 2 or 3 horn's j but afterwards the 
hot air is conveyed into a large bedchamber, fa as to give ihat as gnaC 
a degree of he;it as is dcfircd. Another of thc'e machines, made in a 
more i>iramcntal mmier, rhi-.y b:: f.-.n at the fard Mr. Du Hois's, at 
Mr Seguicr*?, a Croc rand Perfumer in Panton-ftrect, near Lercelbr- 
Fields, cvciy Thurfd.iy, Friday, and Sjttuiday, from 2 to 5 in the after* 
noon, during ihis month of March. N. B. Mr. Dcfa^uliers and Mr# 
Du Bou5 being jartncn in the undertaking of thefe new Stove GrateSi 
dcfiic lucli as would have r.ny of iliein put up In their lioufes next 
winter, to come ar.d treat with them about it as foon as may be ; for fo 
many aic alreatly bcf^oke, XhM their workmen (wliich aie but few) uili 
iioi be able to tec them re;id} vvithout tijuely n-tice." Pott'niaa 
Aflar^'h i. 1715-16, 

" fhoulJ 
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^ fliould take place, injuries of this kind would 
" be rcdreiTed by proper judges; and thofe who 
*• ufc words and the faculty of nicer fpcakkig 
'* and writing, as Barbarians do their bodily 
** ftrength, will receive their juft cenfure ; and 
•* thofc who employ thofe arts and fciences, 
** of which they are mafters, to worthy pur- 
'* pofes, receive the greateft of rewards, the 
*' approbation of the moft polite and moft vir- 
*' tuous among their contemporaries;— I think," 
continued fhe, turning to Arthur, *' all we 
** have hitherto heard of it, and the Prologue 
*^ which opened it, give us this kind of expec- 
** ration from that Academy. I take the liberty, 
** as you are fo familiar as to bid me fing 
•* before all this company, to let you know, lex- 
«• pefl: you would let us have that pretty Poem." 
Arthur made noanfwer; but bowed, and 
repeated. 

pROj.oou£ fpoken at the Censor luM 
on His Majesty's Birth-Day. 
"FOR bright Affemblies, and forTaftcs rcfin'd. 
This little Theatre was firfl: defign'd, 
In which the wcll*plcas'd Founder hopes to treat 
An audience rather elegant than great ; 
While Wit and Beaaty (hall the fcene divide, 
And charm each other, rang'd on either fide. 
Fearful of noify claps and loud huzzas, 
That drown the Poem which they mean to praife. 
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He iDegs you calmly to efpoufe his caufey 

Nor fright the neighboring Barge-men with applaufe. 

To plcafc you here fhall diflerent ages ftrivCy 
New Arts Ihall flourifiiy and the i id revive. 
To the raw tribe of Templars (hall be Ihowa 
The Grecian Gefture, and the Roman Toner 
Virgil fhall be the talk of every Beau» 
And Ladies lifp the charms of Cicero. 
The land fhall grow polite from You, who fit 
In chofcn ranks, the Cabinet of Wit : 
To You (hall Bards their virgin-works reveal. 
And hoarfe contending Orators appeal ; 
For your applaufe the rival Arts (hall fue. 
And Mufick take its melody from You. 

With happy omens we prepare the way, 
A noble Theme, and an aufpicious Day* 
P Britain ! grateful confecrate to mirth 

^ The time that gave thy great Deliverer birth. 

* Long may this day through many a circling year 
Di(Ungui(hM in thy fefiivals appear 1 
And all thy fons in its return delight, 
Like tliofe who form this loyal Houfe to-night !**• 

#^* Juft piihUihed, The Britilh Subjea's Anfwer to ttie PrctndR^ 
Dedantion. By Sir Richard Stede. Price Two Pence. Sold bf J. 
Roberts ; J. G raves^ in St. James's-Street ; and A. Dodd. Whiro- tmf ll 
lad, cot^^cai Setts of the Town-Talks. See p. liS. 

This Day is fubliihe^i The Political Tatlex, No VI bf Jt* ' 
tiATRAN Standfast, £fq; (hewing the reafooablenefs abd neoBOy 
of executing the princi[Nd of the condemned criminaU. To whidi ii 
adibdy his Maje6y*s moft gracious Speech, and the Proceedingi of Ai 
Ixirdt and Gommoiis thoreoiL Frinted for J. Reberts. F^ii« PqI^ 

Friday. 
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N° VIII. Friday, February 3, 1715-16. 



MADAM, 

I HAVE received yours, and as you com- 
mand me, in regard that you read all public 
papers and pamphlets, give a fummary account 
of the ftatc of affairs in my next ; and particu- 
larly dwell upon the late peace, the fuccefsful 
war before it, and the imminent danger we are 
in after it. 
' I have not time to do this in fo careful a 
manner as I ought to perform any thing which 
is to pafs your.obfervation ; but the fads are fo 
notorious^ that they occur to every man who 
has lived in the world in as lively a manner as 
f be moil ordinary accidents of life. I fliall treat 
the matter as a point of power projeded by 
France over us and the refl of Europe : and the 
events which I ihali enumerate, will Ihow you, 
ihat we are at no time to expe£l from that nation 
much more than to live without hollilities. 

Have patience. Madam, while I lead you 
Tound Europe, and bring you aga\u \w\.o .^ovw 

I z o\N^ 
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own country, and then give you the bed intellU 
gence I can of the perlon and parts of the Pre- 
tender/ 

England never had a capital and hereditary: 
cneray but France ; for though our brethren ia 
the North of this ifland have formerly been, 
troublefome neighbours, it is to be obfervedi 
that generally they were influenced in thoCecafes 
by French Councils ; and that they have beca 
far from attempting to give England any uneafr 
nefs whenthey were engaged with any foreigndi 
but the French. The Scotch did frequently 
fend them ufeful fuccours againfl the Romanii' 
and other invaders ; and the names of theihitet 
men, , who by the Union fecured for ever thdr 
country from any apprehenfion of danger fraoi' 
that fide, but by rebellion, oughttcbehad in 
perpetual veneration. 

There generally reigns a mutual and heredi-^ 
tary antipathy between the inhabitants of con- 
tiguous countries. All the influence of^^a French' 
government in Spain has not yet been able 'to'' 
extinguifli the animofiiies of the fubjedi' 
of the two crowns. The Spaniards continoe 
to give, the reproachful epithet of Gavadfi 
to their French neighbours, who in their turn 
compliment the Spanilh .Dons with ^ that of 
Franfaron. 
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The fubjedis of Caftile mention the Portu- 

v'gueze with contempt; and they again abomi- 

: Hate the name of a Caflilian. 

To bring the cafe home, the animofity be- 

^ tween the Englifli and the French, has not been 
lefs confpicuous, or of fliorter duration, than 

, that of any of the nations above mentioned, and 
to fay the truth, has been better founded ; nay, 

. 1 will venture to affirm, that the hiftory and 
experience of the paft and prefent ages have 
abundantly juftified the truth of this propofition* 
That as England has generally been fuccefsful 

• in war againft the French, and has thereby be- 

• come formidable and refpefted abroad, the 
. nation has always been inglorious, and fuffered 
. confiderably in its honour and reputation, when 

in a combination of councils and interefls with 

• France. 

If cbift obfcrvation may, as I hope it will by 
all perfons verfed in our hiftory, be allowed to be 
literally true, even in the times of Popiih dark- 
nefs and fuperfiition, how much more reafon 

• iavc we to be upbn our * guard now we are 
>xonvinced by fatal experience, that to all the 
^ other political reafons that may induce our 

•Gallic neighbours, to exert their utmpft efforts 
to make Britain and Ireland provinces of France, 
the declared maxim of that court has been, to 
f xtinguiih that way of worfliip, which they call 
1 3 Herejj, 
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Herejj^ and lately entertained hopes, that their 
defigns would foon become fuccefsful, ucder the 
notion of aflerting the Title of the Pretenders 
in which they intended fuch a King of Britaioi 
fu the Duke of Bouillon \% Ptince of Sedsoi 
which is the hereditary patrimony of his family i 
or as the Prince of Conti became fovereign of 
the principality of Orange upon King WilUair'i 
death^ which he was obliged to reiign to hii 
Mod Chriftian Majefty^ as foon a« the pe^rlia- 
ment of Paris had declared him Heir to it# 

I have premifed thus much of paft afiiurs, 
only to enable you to form a jufter idea of our 
national. interefts, whereby you may be bet|£r 
qualified to judge with impartiality, of what 
may be henceforth faid upon that fubjeft in this 
Paper; efpecially with relation to the peace, 
about which you fend fo many queftions ; and 
upon which I will aver, in round words, that 
they who made it cannot alledge in their der 
fence, either juftice, neceffity, or expediency to 
this nation. 

The pnly way to judge impartially of the 
merits of the peace-makers, is to confider how 
it may affeft the nation in thefe three eflentialsi 
Religion, Liberty, and Commerce; which I think 
will be allowed to include all that is valuable to 
\i3 <as niQD, ajod as QiTiAil»ns^ 

3i)c 
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^ But to ict this in a clear lights it will be ne* 
ceflary to take a view of the ftate of the natioo, 
and of its enemies and allies at thefe four re- 
markable periods^ the Revolution in 1688^ the 
treaty of Ryfwick in 1697, the commencement 
df the late war in 1702^ and the fatal ceflation 
of arms in 1712. 

After the acceffion of King James IL to the 
throne of Britain^ the French believing them* 
feives in a condition to bring the reft of Europe 
under their yoke^ in 1688, made preparations to 
invade the empire, in order to make way for 
the elevation of the then Dauphin of France to 
the dignity of King of the Romans. This in- 
cident made the removal of King James as happy 
to the reft of Europe, as necefiary to ourfelves ; 
and ours became the common intereft of Chrift* 
iendom. This revolution was attended with a 
war, of which though the fuccefs was various^ 
Che end was both honourable and advantageous 
to England, and to every one of her allies ; 
fince, befides the ftrong and important city 
and dutchy of Luxemburgh, which they gave 
up by that peace, though it had been yielded to 
•them by treaty for twenty years, they were not 
^nly forced to reftore what they had taken during 
the war, but alfo the dutchies of Lorrain and Bar, 
which they had been long pofiefled of. They 
jHckjnowled|;ed King William's title to the Britifii 
J 4 w^^w\ 
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crown ; and the Engliih tr^de to Spitin was fe- 
cured on the ancient foundation, ^to the exclufioQ 
of the Frepch. 

For the more effbftual perpetuating the Ims* 
nefit of this trade to England, King William 
confcnted to the treaty pf partition, whcfebjjF 
Spain and the Weft-Indies were to be inher 
rited by the prefent Emperor, and the Italian 
(dependencies of that monarchy were yieldjed to 
France ; by which, though there would have 
been a great accretion of dominion to that 
crown, yet not of po\Aer or treafure. On the 
contrary, the prefervation of thofe dominions, 
which are not contiguous to their own, might 
have greatly exhaufted the kingdom, as the 
•experience of paft ages has juftified ; for it muft 
then have been the interell .of all the Prliiccs 
'and States of Italy to guard againft the increaft 
of the French power. 

The death of the Spanifti King opened ^ new 
ficene. The French immediately fei^ed the whole 
monarchy and its dependencies, in Europe, 
Africk, and America, Qxcept the Sp^ilji prq- 
vinces in the Low Countries. 

The Duke of Bavaria, who thpnhad the key,s 
pf Europe in his keeping, offered to come intp 
the Grand Alliance with his .brother of Colog^. 
The Duke of Savoy made the fame offer by bis 
agent j and the King of Portugal, who faw the 
'■" . * . - ' rum 
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ruin of his family unavoidable by the union of 
France and Spain, would have been glad to have 
joined his forces with the reft. What has been 
fince performed under much mere difadvai\- 
tageous circumftances, gives ground to con? 
je^ure how eafy a war would have been upon 
that foot, and howfpecdy the conclufion. The 
expeditions of all Europe waited the decifion 
of the Parliament of England ; but inftead of 
giving a. fubfidy to enable the King to refcnt 
jthe perfidious violation of folemn and facred 
engagements, behold an impeachment for a 
treaty, under thcfe difadvantages much more 
valuable than that made lately at Utrecht in the 
wantonnefs of the confederate power, and after 
a long feries of viaories. The confequences 
were, that the King of Portugal makes an 
.alliance vyith Fraqce, the Duke of Savoy joins 
jhcir ^rmy in perfon with all his forces, the bul- 
wark of Europe is given up by the Eledor of 
Bavaria, and Cologn introduces the enemy into 
^onne, Huv,, Liege, Keyferfwaert, and Dinant : 
the Bavarian takes arms in the heart of Ger- 
many, feizes the Imperial cities, enflames the 
empire, calls in the French, and ihakes the 
Emperor on his throne. 

Before all thefe misfortunes happened, the 
Engliib Genius once more awakes ; they refent 
|vith indignation the impofition of a Pretender 
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to their Sovereigtv's Throne, by a haughty Mo- 
narch, who aflumes the power to difpofe of 
Crowns ; the people beg of their Prince a dif- 
folution of the Parlianient then in being ; the 
King gives his opinion for war, but dies before 
lie can enter upon it ; but as the motive of hb 
aftions was Juftice, not Ambition, the laft aft 
of his life was agreeable to the conftant tenour 
of it, the exclufion of a Popifti Pretender. 

The war was commenced under innumerable 
difEcukies,but none appeared invincible to fudi 
minifters, fuch generals, fuch armies,' and fuch 
allies, as the Britifh nation was blefied with oo 
that great conjundlure. But how melancholy, 
Madam^ is the refledlion, that we cannot look 
back on the viftories but with fhame and infamy, 
when we confider how poorly the eflbds of th«m 
were facrificed to the enemy I But to run over 
what is neccffary to rehearfe, though it is a pain 
to do it, you mujft recoHeft, that one day^con- 
qiaered Bavaria, anotlier recovered Germany, 9 
third wrefts Xombardy and Naples out of the 
enemies hands, Catalonia coft three weeks, Va- 
fentia revolts, Majorca and Sardinia follow their 
pxample, even Flanders fubmits, and imprego 
nable cities fly open. The term of Pais Conquis^ 
conquereid countries, begins to alter its fignifi« 
cation in France ; we come to attack the ancient 
^eipefnes of the crpwn, our parties appear ip 

figbl 
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fight of the monarch's palace, and the trembling 
Pari6ans Begin to talk of paying contributions, 
or removing their eflFcdts; when all of a fudden, 
9S if we had bisen in an inftant convinced we had 
been a&ing a guilty part in all our enterprizes, 
France i& reflored to the formidable condition 
with which Ihc entered the war, and with fame 
circumftances more advantageous, as that (he 
bad now by our oonceflion, what w^ took up 
arms to wreft out of her hands* 

By tthis peaqe^ Spain and the Indies are given 
up to the boufe of jBourbpn, and Lifk reftorrd 
to France, as if we had been iponcerned for 
tbeir misfortune, in being unable, without that 
jreftituticn, to fupply fo effectually as they haye 
£nce done, the Spaniih demands pf wooilen 
manufsiAures ; it having been computed, that 
there have been in that diftri^i, about fix and 
twenty thoufand p^erfons employed that way* 
^any other ftrong places are given up, and wp 
receive in lijeu of |them li^le befide9 a mpck- 
. <:eiSon of Port Mahon, Gibraltar, and Anna- 
polis, which we had already pofleflbd ourfelvef 
iof, at a i^on^derable expence of blQod apd 
Creafure. 

As to the (late of Religion and Liberty withto 
(this iiland, ;^s thefe are no longer fecure, than 
pur power pf defending them is preferved, an4 
lis it is vi£ble, that p9W,er mv& iucreafe or 

If 
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dimirtilh in proportion to our commerce, unlcfi 
that be fccured by the peace, it can never be 
faid to be a good one. 

As for the trade to Spain, I appeal to all 
thofe concerned in it, how it has been afieded 
by the peace. There remained two other 
branches of our commerce, ihe on^ very profit* 
able, the other ablblutely necefl'ary ; I mean our 
' trade to Portugal, to bring home, amongft other 
things, great quantities of gold for our manu- 
faftures; and that to the Baitick, for naval (lores. 
The firft was vifibly given lip to France, by the 
fo famous eighth and ninth articles of the.treaty 
of Commerce ; which not having taken efFed, 
while they were projefting other methods of 
getting it out of our hands, the fkill and care 
of his Majefty's miniftry, has relieved us in that 
circumftance. And as to our trade to the Bai- 
tick, we fee it is already rendered fo impracti- 
cable by French politicians at the Swedilh court, 
and Krench privateers under Swedifli colours^ 
that his'Majefty is forced to be at a vaft expence 
in fending thither a royal fquadron, to proteft 
his fubjeifts by force of arms, in the enjoyment 
of thofe rights, which they are entitled to by the 
law of nations. 

Here Madam, you have a Ihort and fumrtiary 

account of that peace, which has broken all the 

batids of Commerce ^nd Alliance in Europe, 

■ an4 
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and cxpofed our country, which had the moft 
glorious poft of leading in the war, to the re- 
proach of ufing that fituation to no other pur- 
pofe, but overbearing "the allies in all their 
reafonable demands ; and in concert with the 
enemy, betraying or refigning the interefls of 
their confederates^ without infifling upon the' 
leaft advantage even to themfelves, but what' 
they aifo treacheroufly and fecretly gave up to 
France, as in the notorious inftance of the 
demolition of Dunkirk. 

The iniquity of thefc men has fullied our re-* 
putation abroad, in fo great a degree, that fo- 
reigners imagine our Tolly or inconftancy to be 
fuch, that without even accommodating the bait' 
they lay before us, to our pafEons or our in- 
terefls, any thing prefented to our view will' 
become the objeft of our zeal, and need nothing 
to make it acceptable, but being new. It wete 
not otherwife poflible for any neighbouring 
power to form to itfelf any fanguine' expecta- 
tions from favouring the Pretender. As you 
fcem to 'have a curiofity to know fomething of 
this perfon's private charadei-^you aretounder- 
fland, that he has never, in his whole life, oi 
upon any incident of it, been known to have ' 
faid OT done what might intimate him to have 
the leaft genius for the arts of war or peace, 
bufinefs or converfation, for becoming the 
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pleafures of an affluent condition, or fupporting 
the inconveniences of a diftrefled one. The 
bare capacity of appearing in a room, and ac- 
quitting himfclf in the ufuai geftures of civility, 
is the Mtmoft that he has arrived at^ even in an 
cxercifed fortune, which always firike» out the 
qualities of body and mind, where nature has 
bellowed the lead difpoiition towards them. 
This inaptitude is too notorious to have left a 
nation the mod difpofed of all others to find 
fomething to commend in thofe with whom 
they hg^e to do, the leafl room for reporting 
any advantageous circumftance of this remark* 
able perfon, whom they have fo long defigned 
for pur monarch. You are not from hence to 
expert, that this dulnefs and inactivity would 
render him h& dangerous in power ; for there 
16 no condition of human life above Idioiifm^ 
which; is not capable of fuperftition. Where 
this is infufed, a. weak mind will exercife all 
imaginable tyrannies and cruelties, and, at the 
fame time, flatter itfelf with the idea of con- 
fcious virtue and zeal for the nobleft of all 
motives, rpligion. It is impoffible for fuch a 
perfon to extricate himfelf from prejudice, fo 
as to confider a man of a different faith frorti 
bimfelf in the fame degree of virtue, according 
to his rcfpeclive tenet; he wiil naturally lay S^ 
^refs upon the fenfible . ceremonies and inftitu- 
I . tioas 
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tions of men^ which he can underfiand^ and have 
no regard to the true notions of Virtue and 
Piety, which he has noi capacity to comprehend. 
There is certain intelligence, that this turn of 
bis has already given great offence and fcandal 
to the churches of Scoon and Perth ; and it is 
well known, that an eminent Divine of the 
Church of England^ and another of Scotland^ 
notwithftanding their merit of perjury and trea* 
foa for his fake, were efteemed too heterodox 
to fay grace at his table. What can be expec* 
ted from a Bigot, that cannot bear fo indif- 
ferent a thing, as what is an a£t of meer natural 
religion, the giving Thanks for benefits received, 
when it is not by one inftituted in his oWn way ? 
But it feenis England, in the eye of our neigh- 
bour, is to be allured without any of thofc 
popular endowments which attrad the reft of the 
world, and neither our ey^s nor our ears are to 
be gratified, or our underftanding informed with 
any thing to tranfport us, in order to make us 
come into a rebellion. 

I have given fome account of the talents of 
ithe Pretender ; as to his perfon we have no 
other diftin^tion but that he is tall and alive. 
There is no air in his motion, (enfe in his dif« 
courfe, or dignity in his afpcft. Theftate of his 
whole affair is, that^ people who have revived 
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no injury, are in rebellion in behalf of one.to" 
whom empire would be no kindnefs. 

I hope therefore, you will lay afide all fears 
for a great and glorious people, fighting in dc-* 
fence of all that is dear to them, againft an un- 
difciplined multitude, and an Indolent Invader^ 
The Rebels are exafperated by no injuries, and 
their prince animated by no fentiments of glory : 
Till ftupidity can form, or giddinefs execute* 
great defigns, you are fafe from the Pretender' 
and his followers. I am. Madam, 

Your moft humble fervant. 
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N"* 9. Monday, February 13, 1715-16. 



MADAM, 

MY laft ended with Tome account of the 
Pretender, whom I then dcfcribcd 
with the new and uncommon charader, and 
fuch as indeed one could not believe to be in 
human nature, that of an indolent invader. But 
the advices which reprefent him in new inci- 
dents, with which we were not then acquainted, 
confirm me in the opinion, that he is the mod 
burthenfome part of the baggage of his own 
army, and is the tool of other mens ambition, 
who labour to place him in a condition which 
he has no fuitable impulfc to contend for, or 
genius to enjoy. It is a circumftnnce which 
never before happened anionglt men, that in- 
ftead of being headed or inflamed by the perfon, 
conduft, or valour of him whom an army would 
promote to empire, they fufFcr all the fatigues 
of war, and fnbjecl them^'elv. s to all the pe- 
nalties of Law, tor one, who comes into their 
camp like a Spy, and goes or.t like a Dcf^-rtcr. 
The prefcnt report is, that after having lived 
fomc days like a profcribed man in the kingdom 
he calls his own, he has, after being once pre- 
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vented from doing it, aftually made his efcape 
from that body of men who took up arms in 
his caufe. It is obfervable that he did not, in 
any part of his behaviour, aA like a man deter- 
mined to conquer, or to die ; but in a mock- 
council, in which only he had any appearanoe 
of royalty, at Scoorif he mifiook his part fo much, 
or was fo little able to ad it, that he took up 
the time which Ihould have been fpent in thankr 
ing thofe about hint for their prefent ferviGCi 
and exhorting them to future undertakmgs, in 
poor lamentation of himfelf, and his unhappy 
circumftances. You are a lady of the firft un* 
derftanding and good breeding ; and I Ihould be 
loth to be underftood by you, to bring a railing 
accufation againft an unhappy man, deluded 
into an opinion of a title, which be he who ke 
will, or whofe fon he will, I think and know lie 
has not. But I fay all this to fliew you that the 
whole is one continued abfurdity, that us the 
rebellion was entered into without provocadoo 
from injuries, fo it was alfo undertaken without 
any expeftation, or reafonable hope of popular 
favour towards him who was to be exalted by 
it. I deferred writing to you upon his fubjedf 
or that of his followers, till I could, according 
to your requeft, give you a further account rf 
him and them, by telling you what palTed with 
relation to thofe noblemen who were taken at 

Prefton. 
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Preflon. It is not for me to give you a narra- 
tive of the tranfafiicMis in that High Court of 
Parliament, wherein the exercife of Royalty itfelf 
was, in a kind, vefted in the Lord High Steward *, 
who indeed performed it with a certain air and 
meeknefs of majedy, which well reprefented that 
merciful Princb, whofe power was then in his 
hands, and could be exceeded only by what ap- 
peared in the countenance of that very Prince 
then prefent f . There is fo great and fo noble a 
pleafure, though mixed with inquietude, in the 
exercife of pity, that I heartily wiflied you there, 
to fee the Legiflature of England in the adt of 
juftice and companion ; but as I am to lay every 
diing before you which I take notice of here in 
the moft lively manner I can, you are to fuppofe 
Wcftminfter-Hall in a kind, amphithcatrically 
difpofed. The Lord High Steward placed under 
a canopy of ftate, furrounded by the Regalia^ 
carried by proper officers; Garter King at 
Arms afiiis right, and the Black Rod at his left; 
the Peers of Great-Britain in their robes facing 
towards him in the area of the hall; on his 
right hand, by a rail dividing them from that 
court, were feated the Commons of Great-Bri- 
tain, in afcending rows behind each other ; over- 
againft them, on his left, divided alfo from the 

« Lord Chancellor Cowper. 

f The King and the Prince of Wales were both prcfcnt, in the box 
yrruared for the Royal Family* 

K 1 V^QV^'«. 
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Houfe of Lords, were difpofed on like afcents 
people of the firft quality of both fexes, which 
filled and compleated the folemnity of the ap- 
pearance. When filence was thrice proclaimed, 
the Lieutenant of the Tower was commanded to* 
bring forth his prifoners; the Gentleman Gaoler 
accordingly bearing the point of his axe from the 
offenders, marched before them, fo as to place 
himfelf on the left-hand of him of firft quality 
when they flood at the bar ; to wit, the Earl of 
Derwentwater on his right, next to him; 
the Lord Widdrington, to him the Earl of 
NiTHSDALE, to him the Earl Carnwarth, to 
him the Vifcount Kenmure, to him the Lord 
Nairn i and this unhappy rank was clofed on the 
right by the Deputy Lieutenant of the Tower. 
I fliould have told you that there was a ftruc- 
ture particularly appointed on the left of tha 
prifoners, for the accommodation of the Ma« 
nagers of the Houfe of Commons, in cafe any; 
thing material Ihould be offered, . to which 
it might lie upon them to reply. You muft 
form to yourfelf, how every heart would beat, 
during the awful filence and fufpence of fo many 
perfons affcmbled to hear nothing but a lentence 

- of death pronounced againft fuch a number of 
Peers, who flood now difabled and unarmed, 

befeeching mercy, one by one, and acknow-* 
lodging they deferved it not. Their quality, 
change of condition, the vigour of their days, 

uxvd 
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and the prefent inability to offend further, 
pleaded very ftrongly to a good-natured and 
generous people, who are quick to anger, but 
flow to revenge. The youth of one *, the equa- 
nimity of another, the plain honefty in the coun- 
tenance of a third, the pathetic fimplicity and 
forrow of a fourth, and nothing but what was 
to be pitied in a fifth, the fixth expreffing only 
defpair, jointly and feverally moved the heart 
in behalf of each and all of them. But when 
they had all faid what they could to excite pitj'-, 
and frankly, after being afked in dired: words, 
acknowledged they had nothing to fay in arreft 
of judgment ; the Lord High Steward, though 
he felt as nfiuch of it as any man in the affembly, 
abated a vicious compaffion in a full anfwer to 
all that had been faid in their behalf, and in 
conclufion, with a voice and air of as deep and 
indiflembled forrow as they were in upon whom 
he pronounced it, uttered the fatal fentence. I 
inclofe to you the fpeech itfclf •f-, and will not fo 
far tranfgrefs upon your judgement, as to think 
it needs being commended to you. 

I muft pafs therefore to things of lower confi- 
deration, and acquaint you, that I fliall foon 
fend you what you have fo long wifl^d for, a 
new Comedy, written with wit, humour, good 
fenfe, good breeding, and knowledge of the 

» *Earl of Derwektwateb. See p. 144. 

f See tliisac length, in p. 14a. & feqq. * 

K 3 v;o\:\^* 
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world. It was delivered by the Audior to tie 
Governor of the Royal Compaay of Comediaiiii 
under the feal of fecrecy as to the name rf iti , 
Writer * ; for it feems, though it is thus excellent^ 
the fpirit of it is too fine, and the charaden 
drawn wkh too much delicacy, to be atteoded 
to by an audience, who require violence aod c»- 
travagance to awaken them to delight. Tia 
whole is like a Tale told by a weil*bred ;gentle- 
man, who pleafes you in every part of it, but 
negledts to make you laugh in any. I Chould 
rather fay, that as ridiculous as many parts cf 
this Play are, they are ridiculous only to polite 
people; and the Author is loth to truft his repu- 
tation in doing a thing, which he might have 
left alone, to the hazard of a giddy multitude; 
and therefore hopes, from the endeavours of 
the gentleman to whom he delivered his Play 
on the firft days of its appearance, to be tried 
by his peers in a jury or feledt audience of fen* 
fible men and women. 

I could hardly forbear beginning this Eptftle 
with letting you know, that we have had lately 
a Mafquerade, where your humble fervant made 
one ; and the advantage of having been at it 
has more and more convinced me of my old 
maxim, That the intercft of fociety has been 

* " Tlie Dvummer/* the Comedy here alluded to, was pubR/hti \/l 
Stk\le. See his Epiflolary Comfpondence, vol. 11. p. 44S. 

all 
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all along leflened by the falfe notions of fuUen 
men, who rob it of the beft kind of vehicle, well 
regulated pleafure. When people of an affluent 
fortune, who think fit to regale and pleafe their 
friends, without being troubled with the thanks, 
ceremonies, and civilities of fuch a public bene^ 
i^e, find a way to be guefts at their own table, 
and indulge a noble difpofition by obliging in 
mafqucrade; I fay, when people who are able 
are thus inclined, and take proper meafures for 
fecuring an aflembly who underftand decency 
and breeding, what can be a more pleafing and 
elegant entertainment than to fee a crowd of 
fuch delighted, at one's own expence, without 
the painful and fulfome returns of compliments 
and adulations ? 

I was never more taken with Arthur's beha- 
viour than this night, when I perceived he had 
difcovered^AMORETT in the habit of a Shepher- 
defs. It had been natural for a lefs ikilful 
Lover to have furprifed his miftrefs on fuch an 
occafion, and immediately to have addreffed her 
with thofe briik approaches of familiarity, which 
men, who are not refirained by the fenfe that 
they are allowed liberty under a man of quality's 
roof, becaufe they are fuppofed to know how to 
ufe it, would be apt to make ufe of. But here 
Arthur's peculiar right underftanding pre- 
vailed, and he had the art to make his difcretion 
fubfervient to the interells of his Lo\e. \w^^^\ 

K 4 ^S. 
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of fhewing by the leaft circumftance hw kno«r« 
ledge of /^MORETT, he applied himfelf to a 
pretty milkmaid, who fat by her, and feemcd 
to be of her company ; Arthur, who knows 
as exadly as any man all the windings -and 
turns of female converfation, and can lead the 
dii'.ourfe to what point he plcafes, decoyed the 
fair Rujiic, after having interrupted him with a 
thoufand agreeable pertnefles, into a fettled at- 
tention and defire to hear him entertain her with 
an account of his own paffion. You know, 
Madam, there is in your coufin's way of talk, a 
touch of brecdiijg fo refpeftful and infinuating, 
that the vaineft ot' your fex can hear him with 
pleafure, even while he is not making love to 
themfclvos; J have known a very gigler exprefs 
an air 01 latisfaftion when he has been fpeaking 
plaii. ienfe. In this particular incident, his 
mariner of exprcffin.;:^ to one he did not love the 
charns of one he did, the defcriptions he gave 
of his own flame, and of Amorf-tt's beauty, 
had lomething fo to:'A;hing, that one could not 
but wiih him fuccefs. Ihe nymph herfclf whom 
he thus artfully made his confidante could not 
forbear fay.ng •* flie was of opinion, the Lady 
who had eng ged his affeftions, mufl needs be 
hnppy in fLich a Lover " His Miftrefs's curiofity, 
you wii! conclut^.c, was fufficiently alarmed by 
a concurrence of all tlicfe tender circumftances; 

but 
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but however, fhe diflembled fo gcnteely, and 

^^.behaved herfdf with fuch a careleflhefs and- 
feeming inadvertency of what paffed, as left 
Arthcr in no fm<ill embarraflment. He rcfolved 
to explain with her upon this fubjeft, and accord- 
ingly, .the next day, wrote her the following 
Letter : 

** Madam, 

. " I AM afBkfted to the laft degree with the 
" refleftion, that either you did not know me 
" laft night, or that you were capable witlj fo 
" much eafe todiffemble that knoivledge. You 
" could not imagine yourfelf concealed fro:n 
*^ me. Could you think the neck, or hand, or 
" arm of Amorett did not diftinguifh you 
" from all others, as much as thofc eyes, and 
*' that countenance ? Had you been veiled from 
** head to foot, would it not have been Amo- 
" RETT that moved ? Did not you hear me fay, 
" the watchman that pafled by was a man of 
" quality ? And do you think the air and mien 
** which I approve in my own fex can imprcfs 
" fo ftrong an image as not to be drowned by 
*' the difference of rags and robes, and fhe I 
*^ love be hid in a drefs quite as beautiful as 
*' her ufual one, and only more humble ? Believe 
*' mc, Amorett, that drefs could no more dif- 
*' guife you from my eyes, than that fortune 
** could eftrange you from my heart. The 



t • 

138 TOWN-TALK. N*9, 

^' female world marched by me in dilfaeveled 
" trefles, flowing garbs, and gaudy gems. What , 
'* did their gems, their trefles, and their robei, 
** but make me fay. How much better would 
•* thofe become Amoreti ! And fliould I not 
** know Amorett, who in the fimplicity of 
" plain habit and meer neatnefs, with an in- 
•* folcnce of beauty, knew flie fliould furpafs 
** them all? It is enough that I let you under- 
" fland I knew you ; and in return for your 
** being fo obdurate or fo carelefs as not to ac- 
*' knowledge me, take notice that 1 have re- 
** vengcd niyfelf of you, and given imagination 
«* fo much liberty as to fancy I ruffled a kifs 
** from you when a country girl, and carried 
•* this to a poetical licence of writing the fol« 
" lowing Song on the imaginary occafion. 

*^ BY what power did flic cnflave nae ! 
** Pretty maid, the kifs (he gave me ! 
'* On her lips the ruby glow'd, 
•* And the breath of violets blow'd ; 
** Swell'd with nioift and balmy heat; 
** All was honey, melting fweet: 
** Bovindlers joys e'en now I prove, 
^' For 1 drank a world of Love : 
*' Wanton, madding with the blifs, 
*^ Still I taftc the charming kiCs. 

" Forgive the freedom of. Madam, your mod 
" obedient and moft devoted Jiumblc fervant." 

Now 
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Now I have given you a recital of Poetry, 
you muft let this Paper conclude with fome 
which has been before recommended to you *, 
deigned to be performed at the C£Nsorium 
on the Prince's Birth-day. 

ODE for the Prince's Birth-day ^. 

WHEN Churchill on Onarda's plain 

The powers of Europe kd ; 
When ^iiaughter ftalk'd on heaps of flain. 

And Virtue greatly bled : 

•Twas then the blooming Prince, ordain'd 

By Fate to Britain's I hrone. 
In arms immortal honours gain'd. 

And won the Victor's crown. 

His glittering fteel he Ihook, and vow'd 

By Carolina's eyes, 
To ftain it in his Rival's blood. 

And gain the deftin'd prize. 

** Britons, aflert your Country's caufe,'* 

The youthful Warrior cried ; 
^* You fight for Freedom and for Laws : 

" For thofe your Fathers died/* 

Then rufliing on, in crowds of foes, 
Through tradir or Death he ran ; 

His courage with his danger grows : 
Hero as foon as Man ! 



^ See pp. 88. 90. 

f By LioNARD Wklstsd, Efq. Seep. 88* 
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Whilft he each dreadful fcerie rcvicw'd^ 
' His Rival hid his head : 
Whilft he with graceful wrath purfued^ 
The pale Impoftor fled. , : . 

Behold Britannia's promis'd Heir! 

Behold him cover'd o'er 
With all the glorious duft of war, 

And llain'd with comely gore ! " 

Wliile martial founds his ear dehght. 

And rouze him as they fwell ; 
Amidft the fury of the fight 
His wounded courfer fell. 

In that diftrcfs'd and dubious hour, 

AW cover'd with defpair, 
Alarm'd was England's Guardian Power, . 

And fav*d his royal care. 

*' Viftorious Youth, to grcatnefs born," 

The fmiling Genius faid ! 
** Oh ! fated Empire to adorn, 

*' And Albion's fame to fprcad ! 

** Thy fliining virtues to reward, 

*^ And blcfs a martial land, 
*' A diadem thy brow fhall guard, 

*' A fccptre grace thy hand. 

*' I.ct the glad day, which gave Thee light, 

'• The fymphonies prolong : 
** While Poets thy great deeds recite, 

'' And Uiidcnard's the fong. 

" Tc 
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** To Harmony and Fame that day 

** Shall ever iacrcd be ; 
** And every Mufe devote a lay 

** Tq Oudenard and Thee.*' 

I am, &c. 

. ' N.JB. This Paper, for the future, will be pub- 
Jiflied every Wednefday * after this next enfuing, 

♦ " On Monday laft was publlOie^ The Towk-Talk,N* IX. con- 
taining Remarks on the late Proceedings in Weftrainfter-Hall, tlie 
Maiiiquerades, New Comedy, &c. and will be publiihetl for the future 
every Wedneftliy. Sold by J. Roborts, &c. W here may be had com- 
plete Sct^s, and likewife the Britilh Subjedls anfwer to the Pretender's 
peclaration." Poftman, Feb. 18, 171 5-1 6, 

Steele feenis to have been trying what day the publication would 
fuk heft. He began K* I. on a Saturday ; N° II. on a Friday ; N^ IX, 
oa a Monday. There is reafon to believe, howev; r, tliat this was the 
latt Number of the Town-Talk that •appeared. On the 6th of 
March, 1715-16, was advertifed " Ch it-Chat, inHead of Town- 
Talk, ajdreffcd to the fame Lady in the Country, and ccmdudins 
\^ith aa Argument concerning the Executed Lords, N° 1. Sold by J. 
Roberts, &c. Price 3d,** -The Second and Third Numbers were 
alfo advettifed on the loth and 16th of March. But neither of thefe, 
though diligently fought after, has ytt been found by tlie writer of this 
no e, who is veiy defirous to furnifti the Publlck with a complete edition 

of ALL S T E E L e's IFritlngS. 

1^^* u This day is publifhed, A Letter to a Member, concerning the con- 
demned Lords, in vindication of Gentlemen calumniated in the St.James's 
Poft, Friday March 2, Price 3d. Sold by J. Roberts, &c. Wliere may be 
had, complete Setts of the Town-Talk." Poftman March 6, 1715-16. 

<* This day is publifhed, Chit-Chat, N^ II. in a Letter to a Lady in 
the Counti7, wherein is contained the Argumrnt concerning faying or 
executing the Rebels. By Humphry Philroy." Ibid. March 10. 

" This day is publifhed, Chit Chat, in a Letter to a Lady in the 
Country, N^ 111. wherein fome Obfervations are mr.de tf the prefent 
Treatment of Sir R i c h a r d S t e f l e . To be pubiilhcd every Friday ." 
St. James's Poft, March i $, 1 7 1 5- 1 6. 

The 
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The Speech of Lord Chancellor Cowpe«, 
when he paffed Sentence on the Sis 
Condemned Lords, Feb. 9, 1 715- 16. 



i€ 



JAMES Earl of Derwentwater, Wil- 
liam Lord WlDDRINGTON, WiLLlAM 

Earl of NiTHSDALE, Robert Earl of Cark« 
WATH, William Vifcount Kenmure, and Wil- 
liam Lord Nairn ; you ftand impeached of 
High Treafon by the Commons of Great Britain^ 
in Parliament affembled ; which Treafon itj 
contained in the Articles that have been lately 
read. To this you have feverally pleaded guilty^ 
and are thereby convifted. What fay you, 
Ja^es Earl of Derwentwater, why judge- 
ment ihould not pafs upon you according to 
law?^* 

Hereupon the Earl of Derwentwater ♦ 
fpoke as follows : 

* James Ratcliffe Earl of Derwentwatek was only in hit 
29th year. He was the grandfua of an AArefs [Mrs. Mary DavieiJ^ 
taken off tlie Stage hy King Charlss II. by whom that King had i 
daughter, Mary Tudor ; who marrying Francis Lord RatclipfEi 
cideft fon of the firft Earl of Drrwentwatir, was the mother of our 
ill-fated young Peer. His grandfather Sir Francis Batclifie, of Kefwick 
in Cumberland, baronet, was created Earl of Derwentwater, Vifcount 
Radclifieand Langley, 1687-8; and died in 1696. The fecond Earl 
died in 1705. The unfortunate hero of our tale married Anna Mana, 
daughter of Sir John Webb, baronet ; and was executed, agreeably to his 
liMitence, on Tower-hill, Feb. 24, 1715*164 

I only 
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** I only beg leave of my noble Peers to re- 
peat a few circumftances mentioned in my an- 
fwcr to the Articles of impeachment exhibited 
againft me by the honourable Houfc of Com- 
mons. 

*' But the terrors of your Lordlhips' juft fen- 
tcnce^ which at once deprive me of my life and 
cjEbte^ and compleat the misfortunes of my 
wife and innocent children, are fo heavy upon 
my mind, together with my inexperience, that 
I am fcarce able to alledge what may extenuate 
my offence, if any thing can do it. I have con- 
fcfled myfelf guilty; but, my Lords, that guilt 
was jaflily incurred, without any premeditation, 
as I hope your Lordfliips will be convinced by 
one particular. I beg leave to obfer ve, I was wholly 
unprovided with men, hbrfes, arms, and other 
neccffaries, which, in my fituation, I could not have 
wanted, had I been privy to any formed defign. 
As my offence was fuddcn, fo my fubmiffion was 
early. When his JMajefty^s Generals thought fit to 
demand hoftages for fecuring the terms of the 
ceifation, I voluntarily offered myfelf, with- 
out which the ceflktion might poflibly have 
proved ineffedtual. And whilft I continued 
hoUage, the great charafter of his Majcfty's 
clemency, and the repeated encouragement I 
had to hope for mercy, by furrendcring to it, 
2 foon 
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foon determined me, and I accordingly declared 
my refoliuion to remain with his Majefty *s forces, 
and from that time fubmitted myfclf to bis 
goodncfs, on which I ftill entirely depend. J 
humbly hope to obtain the mediation of your 
J.oidfliips and of the honourable Houfe of 
Conmons in my behalf; folemnly proteflingmy 
future conduft fliall (hew me not altogether un- 
worthy your generous compaffion for my life, 
which is all 1 can beg of his Majefty." 

Then the Lord High Steward faid," MyLordr 
Derwentwater, your Lordfhip*s voice hath 
not been perfedly heard to this end of the 
court; therefore I aik you whether you have 
pleaded any thin^ in arreft of judgement ?** To 
which the Lord Derwentwater anfwered, 
** No, mv Lords." 

After this, the Lord High Steward faidy . 
" lord WiDDRiNGTON *, what have you to fay 
for vourR^lf, why judgement fhould not paft 
upon you according to law ?" To which the 
Lord VViDDRiNGioN anfwcrcd as follows : 

* William Lonl Widhrinc ton*, tJcfcenJcd from an honoiirahle 
f ".mily of thar ir.imc in Northunjberlar.d, was the j;raii(lfon of tlie firft 
h lion of tliat n.tnit;, who ftir his figiial ferviccs was raifeJ to tlie Peerage 
in 164^ by Kins Clurles 1. and loft his life n^ar Wigan, in fighting 
for King Cludcs II. He was fuccccd. din the title by his fon William • 
an' he by \Vi li.iam the liift Lord, \\lio faitunately crc.\j>cd ^ith bis 
life, i)ii: \v:iv a:'..iin:«d. 

"My 
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. : ** My Lords^ I have abandoned aij manner 
of defence ever fmce 1 §rft furrend^red myfelf 
to his Majefty's royal clemency ; and only novy 
}xg leate tp rfepeat to your Lprdfliips feme cir- 
cumftances of my. unhappy cafe, which I have 
already fet forth in my anlwier. 

** Your Lordihipd fee before yoy an unfor- 
tunate man, who, after leading a priyate apd re- 
tired life for mapy years, has, by ope rafli and 
;ncon^defate adtiop, expofed himfelf and his 
family to the greateO: calamities and mifery, and 
j^ now upon the point of receiving the fevereft 
Xcnteivce direfted by any of our Engiilh laws* 

^* I do projtefi: to your Lprdfliips, that I was 
never, privy to any i:oncerted meafures againft 
his majefly's royal perfon,or the eftabliflicd go- 
jjrernment. As to the infurredtion iji Northum- 
berland, I only heard of it accidenj:ally the night 
before it happened ; and being fooh after ' in- 
formed that all my neighbours and acquain- 
.tance had met In arms,' a crowd of confufed 
and miftaken options hurried me at once into 
a precipitate refolution of joining them ; a 
refolution, which, I muft own, I could never 
^Qce calmly rc&Q& upon, without part of that 
confufion I find myfelf under in the public 
.acknowledgement of fo much raihnefs and folly. 
After thus plunging out of my depth, as unpre- 
jpared for fuch an enter prize as the action was 
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tinpremedjtated, I cannot^ for my own pskti- 

cular, upon the ftri£teil repoUedioHj^ charge tn]f^ 

felf with any violation of tKe properties of mf 

feliow-fubjeds ; but^ on the ^optrary^ I alwtyi 

endeavoured to encourage humanity aufi qw 

deration during the whole coUrfe pf our au* 

ferable expedition; and, in order tpmiJcetlv 

bcft atoment in my power ftjr the great fault I 

had been guilty of, I pan juftly fay, that I vm 

in no fmall degree inilrum^ptal in procuring | 

fubmii&on to his Majeity. ^ut, my Lord^ 

however willing or d^^rous either I or any 

others might ]}t to put a fpeedy end to thofe 

Vinfortun^te troubles, felfyprefervaiion, the firft ' 

and VHO& powerful law of nature, would have 

rendered the propofal vain and fruitl^fs, had AM 

the officers who comm^di^ the royal forctf 

given us hopes of merpy, and aflured us ive 

fubmitted to a Prince of the greateft clemenqf 

in the world. Thefe hopes, and this afluraocti 

anfwered the ftrongefl: obje^lions, overcame ^1 

remaining difficulties, and gave the finifliing 

ftroke to a general furrender, whereby th^ 

further effufion of Britiih blood was prevented, 

and a perfect tranquillity reftored to the<e patts 

of his Majefty's dominions. 

^^ My Lords, as this my firft attempt was rafli 
and unpremeditated, as I always ufed and pro- 
fiupted moderation an4 humanity towards mf 

fdl9^ 
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^QW-fubjcAs, and as I did not obflihately per- 
fift in i!ny fault, but was the prR. who propofed 
fm early fubmjffion to ^is Majefty ; I humbly 
pbpe my uphappy cafe, and the deplorable coh- 
jfitioD of iny unifortun^ite childien^ already de- 
prived of their tender pother, will raife a ge* 
ilMPOUf cotopeffion in your Lordfitipis and the 
llMourabljs Houfe of Commons; and I moft 
(jtameftly entreat botli your Lordihips and that 
{MQourable Houfe to become interccflbrs with 
lb Majefty in my behalf, for that mercy which 
i was tfncoura^ed to hope for when I firft fur^ 
fendtttii and* which I have eVer fince with the 
nciDOifl: confidence relied upon. 

«* I tiayc only to add my moft folcmn af- 
^urance, before this auguft Atfembly, that no 
^ture time iSiaU evef find me wantmg in the 
filoll inviolable du^y and gr^tltu^e to that mer- 
jtSM Prbce inho gives vnt my life, and reflores 
a father tfb fivie mtferab^e and diftrefifed orphans ; 
and I Iball always retain tlie higheft efleem and 
veneration for your Lordihips and the honour- 
able Houfe of Gonfimpns/' ' 

Hereupon theLofd High Steward faid, ^' Lord 
Wx DURING X019, for greater f ert^inty,! aik your 
Lordihip whether you have pleaided any thing 
fa arreft of judgement ?'* To which the Lord 
WiDDAiKGTON anfwered, ^^ No^ my Lords^ l 



^ye not. 
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Then the Lord High Steward fffld;*«WiLt 
3L1AM Earl of NiTHSDALE ♦, what hath your 
Lordlhip to fay for. yourfelf, why judgcmeDt 
ihould not pafs upon you according to law ff 
Whereupon the Earl of Nitusdale. fpoke ai 
follows t 

*' My Lordsi I have confeffed myfelf guiltfi 
relying only on his MajeAy's mercy { and I big 
leave to affure your Lordfhips, I was never privy 
to any plot or defign againft his Majcfty's per* 
fon or government, and was unprovided witk 
any neceflaries for fuch a purpofe ; but ralhlf 
and inconfid^rately^ with only four of my fetp 
vants, joined thofe who appeared in arms in mf 
neighbourhood, and was one of the Ifift whp 
went unto them. 

^^ AtPrefton, my Lords, his Maje(Ly'$gen.enJi 
gave great hopes. and encpuragement to believf 
that furrendering to his Majefty's mercy was th; 
ready way tof obtain k ; with repeat^ afllirancef 
that his Majefly was a Prince of thf; greateft 
clemency. 

•* Upon thofe hopes and aflurances I fubmittc^ 
myfelf, and Ilill entirely depend on hi$ Majefty's 

^ William Mazwill, Earl of Kithsdalv, LofdMAXWtLL 
and H El R IS, wasonlered for txecution; Feb. 24; but was fottunate QQoiig^ 
to efcapeoutortbeTowery (IHgiiifed in a riding-hpod and in womeni 
apparel. He afterward joined the Pretender at Avignon ; and died in 
1 744, an exile ai Rome. He married W 1 n 1 f a t d, youngeil daughter of 
William Marquis of Powis ; by ivhom be left a foD William LGf4 
^40tw«LL, wlw died Auguft 15, 1776. 

goodnefs; 



an ixtifbNcxKG thx Conbemnsd^X^ilds* 149 

^podhtfs, earneftly befecching your Lordihips 
^id the honourable Houfe of Commons to in* 
tercede with his Majeily on my behalf. 
r. •* And I fofemnly promife your Lordihips, I 
Ihall, during the remainder of my life, pay the 
Atmoft duty and gratitude to his mod gracious 
Majefty, and the higheft veneration and refped 
to^^dur Lordflnps and the honourable Houfe of 
Cbtiimons/' 

Hiereupcrti'the Lord High Steward faid, ^* I 
mud alfo aik your Lordihip (your Lordfliip^s 
Ircicendt reaching thus far), whether you hav«^ 
^aded ndy thing in atreft of judgement ?" 
To which the Earl or Nithsdale anfwering, 
*• No, my Lords, I have not." 

The Lord High Steward went on, and faid, 
*• Lord Carnwath *, what have you to fay for 
yourfelf why judgement Ihould not pafs upon 
yAu according to law ?'' Upon which the Lord 
Carnwath fpoke as follows : 

" My Lords, I ihall not trouble this great 
«flembly with t repetition of what I faid when 
formerly before your Lordihips and his Ma- 
jefty's council. 

«• I hope thefe noble Lords entertain that fa- 
toutable opinion of my fincere dealing, to be- 

* RoBSBT DALzitLyfixdi Earl of Carnwath. He was stt^kkte4 ; 
lot bad both life and bis eftates remiued to him i and di^d in 1 73^> ag6d 
llbvtt 84- He bad been foar times married* 

L 3 ^^"^^ 



150 SrxECH OF Lord CHincsLioitboirni, 
iieve that want of ei^rlebce atid khbwlc&g^ii^ 
the laws was the great inducenient df ei^t^bg 
m this fatal and unhkppy utldertaking. 

^^ The only thing I can hope or Wifli fof U 
hx$ Majeily'i mercy. He has the charafter lif 
a merciful Prince i ihould it pleafe hicn to tbioli 
tne a proper oii}^ for it (thbygb I tiii^ft cotik& 
snyfelf a visry unworthy on^), all lean ffiy, ogf 
Lords, is^ th^t the retpainder df my life fylS^ 
conviiice his Majellyi ifid all the wckld, pf py 
true Penitence and gratitude* 

*^ My Lords, I iax yet an lin worthy t^eai\m 
bf this great body, the Peisrage^ iiow ^xp0£^*| 
your Lbrdfhips judgement is tb life qt idnA; 
Should it be for life, ray demeanour ahd. 9^ 
riage for the future will be. fUC^ as nofl9 of 
your Lordihips ihall be aftariied of hsvfng 
JSiewed me compaflion ; but, flloiild it be for 
death, God's will be done; to my laft hour I 
ihall pray for the nation's and ycmr Lordftiip)^ 
JDrofperity ; having this comfort ih my prefent 
diftrefs, that ybut Lordihips are my judges at 
this tribunal ; and yet a greater cdtbfort bf^ve 1^ 
that I am foon to appear before a grcatMt 
where I cannot deifpair of finding mercy and 
fdrgivcnefs for all my fins. 
^ " I beg God Almighty's pardon for them; I 
iiave already aiked his Majefty's, and I doit 
now ; and do humbly beg leave, once more, and 

l^erhaps 



^rhaps the laft occafion that ever I Ihall haVe» 
to defire that your Grace^ this Noble Houfe^ 
sad the honourable Commons of Great Britain^ 
^ho are now here^ would intercede with his 
Majefty for me. 

^' I take my leave of your Lordlhips, and 
wUh you all happinefs." 

Being afked by the Lord High Steward^ 
whether his Lordfhip bad any thing to offer in 
iarrcft of judgement, he faid, " No, my Lords." 

Then the Lord High Steward having aiked 
the Lord Vi&ount Kenmurs ^, what he had to 
-iay for himfeif why judgement Ihould not pafs 
upon him according to law; his Lordfliip 
fpoke thus z 

** My Lbrdsi 1 am truly feniible of my crime, 
jand want words to exprefs my repentance. God 
knows I never had any perfonal prejudice againft 
his Majcfly, nor waa I ever acceffary to any 
jprevious ddign againft him. I humbly beg 
iny nobie Peers and the honourable Houfe 
of Conunons to intercede with the King for 
mercy to me, that I may live to ilhew my&lf the 
idutifuUefl; of his fubjeds, and to be the means 
to keep my wife and four fmall children from 
ftarving; the thoughts of whtcfa, with my 

% WxtLiAM GoKDON, Viicouiit KxvMVftB| and Baron df Ioch- 
iwTBi} was executed Feb. 24^ at the age of $2. His eftatej biit^not th« 
4Sifej was inflnstU to his iga RoBii T. 

1, 4 prioi^, 
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erime^ mkkes ihe the mod tinfortiiHatfc of all 
geijilemcn." 

I Hereupon the Lord High Steward faid, « Mf 
Lord, your voice not being heard to this end rf 
the court, I would know whether, in what you 
have faid> ybu have offered any thing in arrcft 
of judgement ?" To which his Lordfhip anfwcf- 
ing, 1^* No; my Lords." 

' The Lord High Steward faid, Lord Nairw *, 
what have you to fay for yourfelf why judgement 
fliould not pafs upon you according to law ?*' To 
tVhich the Lord Nairn anfweired as follows: 

*M am vfcry fenfible how unfit I am to plcafl 
my b<vh caufe before your Grace (my Lord 
High Steward), and this auguft Aflembly ; ahd 
therefore, though I could fay much to extenuate 
the crime for which I ftarid impeached, yet I 
bhufe rather to lay my whole ftrcfs upon die 
King's mercy, for which he is fb renowned, and 
which I was put-in hopes of at the time of rdj 
furrender. In coilfideration whereof, tod m 
compaffioh to ah afflidted wife and twelvt 
children, I ft ill hope, by the mediation of 
your Grace, my noble Lbrds, and the ho- 

,. ♦ William Lord Naib v, brother to the Duke of At Hoi.1 was c^Q- 
derrined ; but received fcveral fucceflivc rcfpites till 1717, when he wai 
inch ded in tho adt of grace, and had his eftate,but not his title, reftored> 
" \ie dipd in 1725, a^cd more than 80. His fon, the^ titular Lard, engaging 
^ the next rebellicb, was killed at Culloden, April 1 6, 1746. 

lioiiraBIc 



QOtirable Houfe of G)mmonS| I may obtain 
It ; folcmnljr prdteftiiig, that in gratitude for fo 
Gghftl a deliverancfc I will^ td the end of my 
life, remain a dutiful and obedient fubjed to 
his moft gracious and facred Majefty King 
Gcttrgc." 

The Lord High Steward havihg a&ed him, 
whetfter his Lordfliip had offered any thing ih 
Urreftof judgenietiti thfc Lord Nairn anfwered, 
« Nd, my Lords." 

^hd then, the Serjeant at arin^ having made 
(>roclamation for Silence, the Lord High Steward 
fpoke in the manner following : 

** James Earl of DERWEAtwATEk, Wil- 
liam Lord WiDDRiNGTON, Wii-LiAM Earl of 
NiTHSDALE, Robert Earl of Carnwarth, 
William Vifcount Kenmure, William Lord 
Nairn ! 

" You ftand impeached, by tlie Commons of 
Great Britain in Parliament aflembled, of High 
Treafbn, in traiteroufly imagininjg and com- 
paring the death of his mod Sacred Majefty, 
and in confpiring, for that ehd, to levy a bloody 
and defiruAive war againlthis Majefty, in order 
to depofe and murder him ; and in levying war 
accordingly, and proclaiming a Pretender to 
his crown to be King of thefe realms. 

f* Which impeachment^ though one of your 

LordftdgS^ 
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X'Ordihipsi in the introdu^ion to hii pleaj (tt|k 
pofes to be out of the ordinary atid commoii 
courfe of the law and juftice, is yet g^i^uch % 
courfe of proceeding according to the commw 
law as any other whatfoever. 

" If you had been indidted^ thie indidment 
muil have htth removed, and brought befort 
the Houfe bf Lords (the Parliament fitting). 
In that cafe you had (it is true) been accuftd 
only by the Grand Jury of one county ; in the 
prefent, the whole body of tho Commons of 
Great Britain^ by their reprefentatives^ are your 
accufers. 

^^ And this circumftance is very obfervable 
(to exclude all poiQSble fuppbfition of hardlhip 
as to the method of proceeding againft you) 
thatj however ail great aflemblies amongft us ait 
apt to differ oh other points, you were im- 
peached by the unanimous opinion of the Houflb 
of Commons (not orie contradiifting)* 

** They found themfelves, it feems, fo much 
concerned in the prefetvation of hiis mott truly 
Sacred Majefty, and the Proteftant Succeffioo 
(the very life and foul of thefe kingdoms), tM 
they couhl not omit the firft opi>Oftupity of 
taking their proper part, in order to fo ^gna| 
and neceflary an aft of his Majcfly's juflice, 

** And thus the whole body fpolitic of this 
free kingdom his in a manner rofe up in its own 

defenc^e, 
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ticfienicei JEbr the ^unifhment of thofe crimes, 
which it wa)s rightly apprehended had a direft 
ieodency to the evetrlafting diffolution of it. 

^« To this impeachment you have ieverally 
pleaded, aod acknowledgied yoilrfelveiB guilty of 
the High Trcafoo thereb contained. 

** Tour pfeas arc accompanied with fomeva- 
iriety of matter, ib Hiitigate your ofiences^ and 
io obtaio mferc^, . 

^^ Pah of which (sis fiime of the cii-ciimftances 
iaid to have Attended youir furirendar; feemihg to 
lie offered rather as arguments only for merqr, 
than any thihg in mitigation of your preceding 
jguilt) is not proper for me to take notice of. 

** But as to the odier part, which is meant to 
txtenuate thie cfimes of which you are convifted, 
il is fit I ihbuld take this occafion to make fome 
^fervauoQs to your Lbrdfliips upon it; to thb 
isnd that the judgement to be given againft you 
inay clearly appear to be juft ahd righteous, atl 
/well as legal; and that you may not ren^iri 
under any fatal error in refpedt of a greater Jii- 
idicature, by refic&ing with lefs horror and re^ 
morfe on the guilt you have contracted than it; 
ircally dcfcrves. 

*« It fs alledged by fome of yow Lordlhipij 
that you engaged in this Rebellion without pre« 
vious concert or deliberatioa, and without fuii;« 
|tUe preparations of Kien, horfes, and a]:ms« 

^^11 
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*^ If this Ihouldr be fuppofcd ttuc, .on fomc ctf 
Jrour Lordihips averring it ; I defire youitocon- 
fider, that as it exempts you from the circum* 
ftince of contriving this Treafon," fo it' vfcry 
much aggravates your guilr in that part yoO 
have undoubtedly borne in the Execution bf it 

** For it fhews, that your inclinations to rebel, 
were fo well known (which could only be from 
a continued feries of your words and adions)) 
that the contrivers of that horrid defign depended, 
wpon you, and therein judged rightly. .That 
your zeal to engage in this Treafon was .fo 
llrong, as to carry you into it on the leaft warnb 
ing, and the. very firft invitation. That 'you 
would not excufe )'ourfelves by. want of prepa- 
ration, as you might have done ; and tliat, rather 
than not have a ihare in the Rebellion, you would 
plunge yourfelves into it, almoft naked and un« 
provided for fuch ah enterprize. In fliort, that 
your men, horfes, and arms, were not ib well 
prepared as they might atid would have been on'^ 
longer warning, but your minds were. : 

•• lu% alledged alfo, as an extenuation of your 
crime, that no cruel or harlh adtion (I fuppofe 
is meant no rapine or plunder, or worfe) ha« 
licen committed by you. 

^ This may in part only be true. But theh 
your Lordfhips will at the fame time confidef, 
that the laying wafte a trad: of land bears but a 

little 
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little proportion in poiiit of guilt, compared 
with the crime of which you ftand convifted, 
an open attempt to defiroy the beil of Kings^ to 
ruin the whole fabrick, ahd raze* the very foun- 
dation of a government^ the beft fuited of aD/ 
in th« world .to perfed: the happinefs^ and fup- 
port the dignity, of human nature. The former 
ofifence caufes but a mifchief that is foon re^r 
covered, and is ufually pretty much confined ; 
the latter, had it fucceeded, mud have brought 
a la'ding and univerfal dellruflion on the wl^ole 
kingdom. 

" Befides, much of this was owing to acci* 
dents ; your march was fo hafly, partly to avoid 
tht King's troops, and partly from a vain hope 
to ftir up infurreftions in all the counties you 
pafled through, that}'ou had not timeato fpread 
devafiation, without deviating from your main^ 
and,- as I .have obferved, much worfe defign. 

'* Farther : It is vpry furprizing that any con- 
cerned in this rebellion ihould lay their en- 
gaging in it on the government's doing a ne- 
ceflary and ufual a£t in like cafes, for its pre- 
fervation, the giving orders to confine fuch as 
-were mod likely to join in that treafon. It is 
hard to believe that any one Ihould rebel, merely 
to avoid being reftrained from rebelling j or that 
a gentle confinement would not much better 
)iave fuited a prazy^ itat^ of heaUb> than the £^ 

ii^uei 
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tigaes apd incODTenf ndes of f^fb Iqog aad liift| 
inarches in the depth of wintcar. 

^* Your Lordfhips rifing iif anns^ therdbie, 
has much more jultified the pnidence and fiawls 
of thofe orders, than thpfe orders i^ill SU17 iflrife 
ferve to mirigaxe your treafrau A]a8 ( fuppy 
had it been for all your LordjSijps had jrou falki; 
finder fo indulgent a reftraint. 

'^ When your Lordfhips (hall ip good earned 
apply yourfeives to think ioipartially op yoor 
cafe, ibrely you v^ill not yourfelfes believe th^ 
it is pofGble, in the nature of the thipg^ to. l>f 
engaged, arid continue fo long engaged, in fucn 
a difficult and laborious enterprize tlirough rafl^ 
pef^ furprlfe, or inadvertency ; or tbat^ had tbf 
anack at Preilon been lefs fudden (and confc: 
quently the rebels better preparjed to receive it), 
your Lordihips had been reduced the focHier. 
and with lefsr if not \nthont any biopdlhed. 

** No, my Lords, thefe, and fiich like, arc 
artful colourings, pro^eding from psinds filW 
with expe^tion of continuing in tbjis world; 
and not from fuch ds are preparing for their dtr 
fence before a tribunal where the thoughts of 
the heart, and the true ifprings] and c&ufiss of 
actions, mujEt be laid open. 

*• And now, my Lords, having thus removed 
fume falfe colours you ' ave ufed, to aiCft yo^ 
^t furthg: in that neccfiary work pf thinking 

/ " on 
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OD your great offence as you ought, I proceed to 
touch opoD fe?eral circumftances that feem 
greatly to aggravate their crime, and which will 
deferve yoar tnoft feriou$ confideration» 

*• The divine virtues (it is one of your Lord« 
IhipB own epithets) which all the world, as well 
ps your Lordfliips, acknowledge to be in his Ma« 
jefty, and which you now lay claim to, ought 
certainly to have with-held your hands from cn- 
deavouring to depofe, to deftroy, to murder that 
moft excellent Prince ; fo the impeachment fpeaks, 
and fo the law conflxues your adlions ; and thb 
is not otily true in the notion of law^ but almoft 
always fo in deed and reality. It is a trite, but 
very true remark, that there are but few hour$ 
between Kings being reduced under the power 
of pretenders to their crown, and their graves. 
Had yqu fucceeded, his Majefty's cafe would, I 
fear, have hardly been an exception to that 
general rule, fince it is highly improbable that 
flight, (hould have faved any of that illuftriou? 
and valiant family. 

** It is a farther aggravation of your crime, 
that his Majefty, whom your Lordfhips would 
have dethroned, affefled not the crown by force, 
or by the arts of ambition, but fucceeded peace- 
ably and legally to it ; and, on the deceafe of her 
late Majefty without iffue, became undoubtedly 
the next, in CQurfe of defccnr, capable of fuc* 
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ceeding to the CrowOi by the law aiid confth 
tution of this kingdom ; as it ftood declared fome 
years before, the crown was expreflly limited to - 
the Houfe of Hanover. This right was acknow- 
ledged, and the defeeqt of tlje crown limited or 
confirmed according^yi by the whole Lcgiflaturt^ 
in two fuccefTive reigns ; and more than once ia 
the latter, which your Lordihips' accomplices arp 
very far fronn allowing would bias thp p^itiop 
to that fide* 

<^ How could it tUen enter into the h^art qf 
ji^en, to thinis: that private perfons might arith 9, 
good confcience endeavour to fubverc fuch (i 
fettlement by running to tumultuary arms, and 
by intoxicating the drtgs of the people witji 
contradictory opinions, and groundlefs flander8» 
ox that God's Providence woijl4 eyer profpsr 
fuch wkked, fucli ruinous attempts ? 

" Efpecially if in the next place it Ije COR- 
fidered, that the moft fertile iijyentiDns on the 
fide pf the Rebellion have not been able to 
aflSgn the lead madow of a grievance as the 
caufe of it. To fuch poor fhifis have they been 
reducci! on this head, that, for want of hf:txsjc 
colours, it has been objeftcd, in a fplemn mannef> 
by your Lordfliips' affociates, to hisMajefty*s go- 
vernmcnr, that his people dp not enjoy the fruits 
of peace, as our neighbours have .done fince the 
iafl war* Thus they firft rob W of our peacf, 

and 
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Old then upbraid us that we have ic not. It is 
I monllrous Rebellion that can find no fault with 
the Government it invades, but what is thceffeft 
df the Rebellion itfelf. 

•* Your Lbrdfhips will likewifc do well to 
:onrider what an additional burthen your Treafon 
lias made neceflary on the people of this kingdom, 
who wanted^ and were about to enjoy, fome re- 
Ipite. To this end it is well known, that all new 
or increafe of tajres were the laft year carefully 
avoided ; and his Majefty was contented to have 
no more forces than were juft fufficient to attend 
his perfon, and fhut the gates of a few garrifons. 

** But what his Majefty thus did for the cafe 
and quiet of his people, you mod ungratefully 
tamed to his difadvantage, by taking encourage- 
ment from thence to endanger his and his king* 
dom's fafety, and to bring oppreflion on your 
fellow-fubjefts. 

•* Your Lordfhips obferve, I avoid expatiating 
OD the miferies of a Civil War, a very large 
and copious fubje£l. I (hall but barely fuggeft 
to you on that head, that, whatever thofe ca- 
lamities may happen to be in the prefent cafe, 
tU who are at any time, or in any place, par- 
takers in the Rebellion (efpecially perfons of 
figure and diftinftion) are in fome degree re- 
fponfible for them; and therefore your Lordfhips 
muft not hold yourfelvcs quite clear from the 
' M ^>x\\v 
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gmtt of thofe barbarities which have beea laitelf 
committed by fuch as are engaged in the famo, 
Treafon with you, and not yet perfeAly ro^ 
duced, in burning the habitations of their counn 
trynafen, and thereby expoiing man/thonfands to 
cold and hunger in this rigorous feafon. . \ 

^^ I muft be fo juft to fuch of your Lordfliipl 
as profeis the Religion of the Church el Romc^- 
that you had one temptation, and that a gre^l 
one, to engage you ki this treafon, which the 
others had not ; in that it was evident, fucccfs on 
your part mud for ever have eftabli(hed Popery, 
in this kingdom^^ and (hat probably yqa oouU 
never have again fo fair an opportunity. 

^' But then, good God ! how mnft tholb 
Protefiants be covered with confufion, who en- 
tered into the fame meafures, without fo mudi 
as capitulating foF th^ir Religion (that ever I 
could find from any examination I have feen o{ 
beard), or fo much as requiring, much lefs ob- 
tainiqg, a frail promife that it ihouid be pto*' 
fcrved, or even tolerated^ 

^Mt is my duty to exhort your Lord(hips thai 
to think of the aggravations as well as the miti- 
gations (if there be any) of your offences; and if 
I could have the leafl hopes that the prejudices 
of habit and education would not be too ftroog 
for the moft earned and charitable entreaties, I 
would beg yow nqt to rely any Ipnger on thofe 

dircftors 
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3kt£kors of your confciences^ by whofe conduA 
fOD ha?e very probably been led intp this mi« 
ferable condition; but that your Lordlhips 
Mold be affiled by fome of thofe pious and 
learned Divines pf the Church of England^ who 
lave conflantly bore that infallible xnark of fin- 
me Chriftians, univerfal charity. 

'^ And now^ my Lords^ nothing remains^ but 
that I pronounce qpon you (and fprry I am 
that it falls to my lot to do it) that terrible fen- 
Cence of the law^ which muft be the fame that is 
lifually given againft the meanefl offender in the 
like kind. 

*^ The raoft ignominious and painful parts of 
it are ufually remitted^ by the grace of the Crown, 
to perfons of yjour (quality ; but thp law in this 
e^fe, being deaf to all diftindions of perfons, re- 
goires I (hould pronoqnce, and accordingly it is 
i^judged by this Court, 

V That you, Jam^s Earl pf Derwentw^.-^ 

TER, WjiLIAM Lord WlDDRINGTON, 

William Earl of Nithsdale, Robert 
EarJ of Carnwath, William Vifcount 
|(Ienmure, and William Lord Nairn, 
and every of you, return to the prifon of 
>he Tower from whence you came; from 
thence you muft be drawn to the place of 
execution 3 when you come there, you 
M 2 is^\)d[^ 
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mull be hanged by the neck^ bat not till 
you be dead; for you mull be cut down 
alive, then your bowels moft be taken 
out, and burnt before your faces. Then 
your heads muft be fevered from yaui 
bodies, and your bodies divided each inut 
four quarters ; and tbefe mud be at thft ' 
King's difpofalt 

" And God Almighty be merciful to 
your fouls!*' 

At the end of this fpeech, the Serjeant at 
Arms made proclamation for filence ; after 
which, the Lord High Steward flood up, un- 
covered I and declaring there was nothing mor^ 
to be done by virtue of the prefent commiffioo» 
broke the Staff, and pronounced it diilblved... 

*«* Juft publifhed, Remarks on Sir Richard Stbilb^ nedi- 
cition to tlie Pope ; to which is prefixed, a DctCtiKiixi to ClAs Aid Sir 
Richard. Poit-boy| Feb. 25, 1715-16. 
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A 
L feT T E R TO A M E M B E R n &c. 

<3oncerning the Condemned Lords, 

In Vindication of Gentlemen calumniated 
in' the St. James's Poft + of Friday 
March the 2d. 

SIR, March 6, 1715-16. 

I PRESUME to make this addrefs to you 
in vindication of an Affembly, who, how- 
ever they differ in other particulars, agree in the 
moft profound refpedl for you: for which 

reafon, 

* This was addrelled to Spimcer Compton, Efq; then Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons. 

f While the Publick were in doubtful cxpe^lation about the fate of 
the fix condemned Lords, in whofe behalf great folicitations were made 
both with the Court and with the Membei-s of the two Houfesof Parlia> 
meaty particularly in favour of the Earl of Derwentwatep ; on 
Monday the i3thof Febmary in the evening, the Countefs of Nitiis- 
KALE and the Lord Nairn's Lady, watching an opportunity when the 
King went through the apartments of his royal palace at St. James's, 
behind a window-cortain, without being prefented by the Lord of the 
Bed-chamber in waiting as ufual, on a fudden threw themfelves at his 
Majefty'6 feet, begging mercy for their husbands. This abrupt and ir- 
regular application -could not but furprize and (hock both his Majefty 
ind thofe aboQt turn ; and tlierefore proved as ineffbdhial as thofe which 
hai btCD made iti asnon becoming and artful manner : for sn Tburfday 
M 3 %x 
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reafoDi as well as that you prefide in it^ and art 
the reprefentative of it, I lay before you the 
infolent treatment received without doors from 
" The St. James's Poft/' which was ptibKlW 
on the 2d inftant. The matter therein con- 
tained is of fo nice a nature^ that I dare dO^ 



or Fridny following, a refolutiati was taken m Council tti canfe tteftp* 
tence paifed on the {aid Lords to be executed | for whlcJB 
!ieceirary warrants and orders were on Satnrday the xSthtf 
fentbothto the Lieutenant of the Tower, and to the Sherifiofthi 
ICity of London and County of Middlefex. The next mor nii ig thi 
Countels of Derwin twater, attended by her fiiter, and ectuunw i M i 
by the Di^c^efles of Cleveland, Bolton, and fevenl otiber LifiBi 
of the firft Rank and Diftin^on, was by the Dukes of.RicBMOKvaii 
St. Alb All's introduced into hi&Majefty'« Bed-cbAntbe|^'Wheri bniv 
waited till his Majefty returned from Chapel, (he humbly imploraifcii 
Inoyal clembncy for her unfortunate confdrt ; and thte ^itbdivw. Ttt 
inoviiig objedt^ together with the powerful and numeronj inteneflkfl 
that backed the Countefs of Derwentwatbr's petition, madBoertaallf 
a great impreilion on the mind of a Prince naturally inclined Co BMRh 
fbd it is the general opinion, that the Eaii of Dbrwbk twat sb hidtt 
the effe^s of it, had lie made an ingenuous difcovery of the Coo^inqf 
in which he had been a principal adlor. It is higldy probable tfak tbs 
'Coiuitefs of Drrwentwater received no favourabte anfwer tnintfas 
Court ; for on Tuefday the iift of February, bier Ladyihip, with t]» 
Conforts of fome other of the condemned Lords, and aWit twenty maa 
Ladies of diflindlion, went to the Lobby of the Houfe of Peers, to big 
iheir Lordihips* intcrceifion ; but the Lords did oxk then ttunk fit totakfl 
notice of their petitions. The next morning, the Ladies in diftreft^ wA 
iftill a greater attendance than the day before, went to Weftminfier, to 
petition both hou(es of farliamen", wherein, by this- time, not a finr 
Members appeared inclitied to mercy. Sir Richard Stksls amav 
the reft offered one li t^iofe petitions, and made a long fpeech npoadaC 
Vubjedl in tlie Houie of Commons, and was feconded by Mr. Stiphsv 
Parciter Fuller, (one of the reprefentatives for PetenfieLdj nl 
the author of fome Papers in the Tat Lit), Mr. SHippBN,.aDd fcois 
others; but tliey wece oppofed by all the leading; Members ff iliii j^ 
rjUIn^ Me ; and though a great mapy who ufed to vote with t2»n di^ 
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though aperfon more immediately concerned^go 
into the examination of it, except you will have 
the good-nature to allow me a fmsll pq/hilatam 
which this Author has taken^ to wit, that we 
are now in Poland ; for all the di^uife he puts 
on is^ to date Sisndonur inftead of the place in 

'eAthisoicical occafion, go over to the other party, yet a motion being 
nadei and the queftioaput, that the Houfe do adjourn till Thurfday tlie 
fiift of Marcby the fame was carried in the affirmative by a majority of 
iemt voices only, that isi6itoT55. A few days after, there was pub* 
JliMdv in the St. James's-Poft, a fMppofititious article from Sendomirin 
^land, which was generally thought to have an eye to the prefent 
■tnnfiidtiGDS in Great-Bribdn. 

This account gave, it feems> great offence to feveral members, par* 
ticolarly.to an ingenious gehCleman who thought himfelf defcribed and 
itspofed under ^he name of Cavalxero Risko Chalybeski^ 
wd who thereupon publiflied a pamphletj intituled, << AXetter to a 
« Member/' &c. Whether that Gentleman aAed on this occafion a 
pnideat part, either ia taldng to himfelf^ and refenting fo highly, loofe 
ind indirect infmuations; or in reAedtiog fo feverely as he did on iotdt 
men in power, whom he barely furmifed to have countenanced the pub« 
HlliiDg of the (aid account frocn Poland ; let others determine. Se that 
'm it will, the Conforts of tlw condemned Lords were it ieems moi^e 
^Kcefifol with the Peers than with the Commons. The Duke of 
Richmond, a near reUtito of the Earl of 0erwin twatix, and one 
^ the Lords allowed by the Houfe to affift him, covfld not refiife pre- 
'fenting a petition in his favour ^ but, at the fame time, his Grace declared 
that be would be againft it. The Earl of Dskby, out of commife- 
xation for -the dumerous fkmily of the Lord Nairn, charged himfelf 
with a petition in his behalf; as other Lords did, upon the like or dif- 
ferent motives, with other petitions. The queflioa being put, whether 
the fame fliould be received and read, there arofe a great debate; in 
which the Lord Vifcount Towksheno, and feveral other Lords, who, 
tipoo all occafionp, had given undoubted proofs of their unfhaken affec- 
tion to the prefent fettlement, maintained the negztive ; but the Eaii 
of Nottingham (to their great furprize) declaring for the affirmative, 
Ifil weight, as Prefident of the Council, drew to that fide feveral 
well-meaning Peers; fo that the queftion was carried by 9 or zo 
wtm. Pohtical State, voU XL p. 234. 

M 4 VtiV&L 
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which we imagined ourfelves to have been in| 
at the time the things he talks of were tranfaded. 
You are ufcd to the method of commending 
a man's felf at the beginning pf what he has to 
fay, and therefore will n6t be furprized that in 
the entrance of this'epiftle I prbifefi that I have 
long devoted myfelf to the fervice of my coun- 
try, and am very much unconcerned ^t what 
polTibly can be faid of me, but as it may impair 
the little ability I have to do that fervice : and 
therefore, as I am in the moft licentious manner 
reprefentcd as a malcoiitent, waging war with 
men in authority, and bribed to defend our 
enemies, I am obliged to (lop, as well as I can, 
the courfe of fo malicious a fcandal. I beg of 
you again to remember we are in Poland ; and 
with that allowance admit me to fay, I gave up, 
both in my opinion and difcourfe, the con- 
demned perfons, as authors and leaders of the 
rebellion, and coniidered them only as leaders 
of the fubmiffion, which is all I pretended to 
urge in their behalf: but that the advantage of 
this fubmiilion fhould be carried as far as it 
could go, I thought it highly concerned the 
honour of his Majefty, and the dignity of his 
government. 

" The prifoners fubmitted to the King, at 
" that time undoubtedly capable of ihewing 

'* them 
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*» them mercy. When they were in cuftody of 
" the Government, they were impeached by our 
*' Afiembly. As no one ever imagined that men 
•' in their circumftances were the natural ob- 
:" jedts of impeachments, or fuch as were in- 
** tended by the famous aft in that behalf; fo 
*^ there was no reafon, but the neccflity of 
*^ affairs, which could move the Houfe to take 
•' the profecution out of its ordinary courfe. 
•* Now that neceffity is over, I thought it for 
«^ the honour of the King, that the criminals 
" ihould be capable of that mercy to which they 
<* Submitted ; otherwife our enemies would have 
*' it to fay, that the prifoners were brought hito 
«* their prefent circumftances by an artifice : 
^* out of hopes of the King's mercy they fub- 
" mitted ; but the interpofition of the Legi- 
«• ilature made them incapable of that mercy ; 
•' fo that this circumftance of the impeachment 
" hurt the prerogative in its moft amiable in* 
'^ ftance, that of forgivenefs, and robbed the 
" fubjed of the moft valuable effedt of it, the 
** receiving that forgivenefs* 

** When the enemy was put to flight, and all 
'^ thofe reafons ceafed, which induced the Legi- 
*' ilaturcj for the common fafety, to make this 
" ftep, which fo much concerned the prero- 
" gative of the Prince^ and liberty of the fub* 
•» jeft ; I thought it my duty, in regard to the 

'• hi^hcft 
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*< highed alid meaneft of mdhkiqd^ to ad as I 

^' did. 

** Thefe, Sir, were my true motives for dc- 
«* firing that fomething might be done to ex- 
*' tricate unhappy men, who had nothing to 
*' plead in ftay of execution> but fubmiffion 
*• and acknowledgment of their guilt. As in- 
^* confiderable as that plea was, it was neceflaiy 
*^ and juft that it Ihould be made before i 
*' power capable of admitting or rejedingitj 
** till this was done, had the prifoners more 16 
♦* offer, to merit the favour of their King smd 
*' country, they could promife themfelves nd 
** good effcdt for tlrat fervice, fince, according 
*• to fome riietis appfehenfiom, there was no 
*' power in being legally capable of rewarding 
** it with Mercy. — This I thought an inter- 
•' ruption of Oovemment itfelf. It is for thefc 
•* thoughts, and thefe feiitiments, that I am 
** publicly calumniated, and fuffer the fame 
" ufage for defending the honour of the King 
•* and his government, now he is on the throne,^ 
** as I did for doing my part towards fecuring 
•* his acceffion to it. — I have not entered into 
*' the queftion. Whether the pcifoners are ob* 
"jed^ of mercy, or not; I have contended 
** only, that, if they were, or fhould become 
^ ^bjcds of mercy, the King might have it in 
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•* his power^ as well as I am fure it is in his 
*^ inclination, to bcftow it when deferved. 

** It would have been an endlefs reproach, to 
^* have had fuch an impcrfedion appeared in 
" our Ooverntnekit, as that there was an inftant 
** wherein the power of punilhing or pardoning 
*^ for the good of the whole was lodged no where. 
** As the thing ftood in common acceptation^ 
*' the whole ftatc was under a difficulty and in- 
'< capacity of a£lion as it (hould think fit for its 
** own good and fafcty ; and it was every gentle- 
*^ man's duty to obferve and propofe what he 
** apprehended Was for it^ fervice in that per^ 
*• plexity. 

** But the matter, fhitn the difcuflSion of it 
*' among the Patricians and Plebeians, has taken 
*^ another turn ; and we have feen punijhment 
^ and the fufpenjion of itj upon the Condemned 
** Lords^ in this exigence of affairs, exerted by 
•' that power in which it was always lodged by 
^* the conflitution of the realm ; and whatever 
•* may be the future conftrufiion of an article 
*' in a certain aft, I am humbly of opinion, that 
«• in the prefent conjundtiire, if the Minifters fee 
^ caufe, they may be well juftified by their care 
*• of the whole, in advifing the King to do what 
" he fliall think proper with the prifoners. 

** All that I aimed at is come to pafs ; they 

^ now ftand before a power difi>ofed to receive 

I " aad 



tjt A LETTnt TO A MsMBftH 

^ and reward their future merit and paift fab- 
" miffion. And I am fo far from repenting the 
^* part I had in this affair, that I fliould have 
*• been a more unhappy nian if I had done 
** otherwife ; for I fhould have had the fecret 
•* reproach in my own bofom, that, for fear of 
** being miflaken by the powerful, I had ne- 
•* glefted my duty to the miferable.'* 

This, Sir, is the fum of what I had to fay, in 
order to (late my behaviour before my country- 
men in a clear view ; and whether what I have 
ofFeted had weight in it or not as to the matter 
then before us, it ihews another motive than 
that to which ray behaviour is imputed in the 
News-paper. Have your ufual patience, and 
permit me to go on. 

The St- James's-Pon:, fpeaking of the " Six 
•' Condemned Nobles/* and intimating that, 
** by diftributing large bribes to feveral Mem- 
*• bers, their petitions were received both by,thc 
*' Patricians and Plebeians," goes on upon me in 
thefe words : " Among the latter a doubty. 
•* Knight, called Cavaliero Ri/ko Chalybejkiy who, 
" over- rating his paft fer vices to the Saxon 
** caufe, has taken a difguft againft the prefent 
•* Miniftry for not gratifying his craving am- 
** bition, made a fpeech in behalf of the peti- 
** tioners, and exhaufted the common topicks 
" of clemency and mercy. But the reputation 

this 
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f' this gentleman had formerly gained by his 
** writings being at a very low ebb, not only 
'* becaufe he had of late made his pen a com- 
^' mon proftitute, but alfo by reafon of his own 
*^ private extravagances, at the fame time that 
<^ he aflumed to himfelf the charaAer of a 
*« Public Cenfor, no great ftrefs was laid upott 
** his threadbare Oratory. On the other hand, 
«* Monfieur IValpeski rightly judging, that the 
" new friends, the Condemned Lords appeared 
«* to have in that Affembly, were procured by 
^< the fame methods which had been ineffedual 
* with himfelf, rofe up, and faid. He was moved 
«« with indignation, to fee that there fliould be 
*^ fuch unworthy members of that great body^ 
*^ who, could, without blufhing, open their 
" mouths in favour of rebels and parricides, 
** who, far from making the leaft advance to- 
'< wards deferving favour by an ingenuous dif- 
*' covcry of the bottom of the prefent horrid 
«• confpiracy^ had rather aggravated their guilt, 
*' both by their fullen filence, and prevaricating 
** anfwers : adding, that the Count Dorawofzki 
** pretended and affirmed, that he went unpre- 
** pared and unawares into this Rebellion ; yet, 
** to his certain knowledge, he had been tam- 
" pering with feveral people, to perfuade them 
V to rife in favour of Staniilavs, £x months 
«« before he appeared in arms. 

2 •* Monfieur 
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^^ Monfieur Walpesii was feconded aad bftdh 
^* ed by Seignior Bofialli, Seignior Lefcameriu^ 
<< and Genera] StanoskL The kft faid> ftmoDf[ 
f< other things, It was with the moft fenfible 
«' concern he obferved. That the Rebels were 
•^ grown more formidable fince they were taken 
^« and difmiffed at Preftopoli, than they were 
«? before ; for it feems, they had gained advoeates 
•* even among their profecutors, and they had 
*• found means to divide an afiembly which 
" hitherto had acted with unparalleled unanimity 
«* and vigour for the public welfare." 

It is poffible my frankneft in writing for ^ 
caufe, wherein they who fliould fupport me 
traduce and villify my endeavours, may inakc 
difregard to my own fame, for the fake of my 
country, appear to the vulgar, proftitution. But 
if I have made myfelf cheap, I am furc I have 
not made ipyfelf mercenary. If I were fo, I 
fliould deiire no greater reward than the libertv 
for one year, which the Pojl has taken for thw 
day. Give me but leave to be at Sendomif 
when I pleafe, without being called to an ac- 
count for what J fay in Middlefex, and it will 
,^p appear whofe oratory is mpft threadbare j 
that of thofe who haye long ufed it, or thole 
who have juft began the practice of it. Such 
^n indulgenci^ would be an ample fortune ; and 
^p field is large eiipugh to bring a crop Wfutl^ 

tljG 
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the labour of the husbandman : it would foon 
appear how much of a man's eloquence was 
awing to his ftation or his fortune^ and how 
many orators there are who think themfelvcs 
well heard, while.they owe their being uninter- 
rupted to the patience/not the refpedt, of their 
hearers: it would appear that the prefent ftate 
ef eloquence in Poland is at a very low ebb;, and 
that warmii^ the houfe is only difturbing it. 
Orators would learn that it does not follow, that 
becaufe they are in a pafiion, other people mufl: 
be fo too. Though it is finely faid by a great 
xnafter, that " if you would have me weep, you 
1* muftyourfelf be in grief." — That will not do of 
other paflions, and particularly it would be un«- 
fortunate to be angry, to make others fight for 
you. 

Such a licence would enable a man to fhew 
empty creatures, that all their noife is owing to 
that emptinefs ; and a little admonition might 
roufe men of fenfe and modefty to come into 
4ebates^ and exert their reafon in defence of 
their country. For certain it is, that in Poland, 
at this time, the men of the beft fenfe are dumb^ 
and the Ihalloweft perfons in the Affembly are 
mod: talkative. Some are filent, from an op- 
preffion under the choice of a great deal to fay; 
and others are eloquent, from an ignorance that 
\f\i9Lt they fay is nothing to the purpofe. 

- I atn 
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I am glad the Foft has done lb much joffioe 
to the honourable perfons he mentions in the 
recited paragraph. I ihall not quarrel with hint 
for a great opinion of mens al>ilitie8, whom l 
have endeavoured to celebrate before himy 
which I ihould have done perhaps as fortunatcif 
as he, if I had had & good intelligence; for I 
acknowledge the bed way of applauding & 
great Orators, is to repeat their very words. A« 
to what he fays of the Under Treafurer, I con- 
gratulate the fair occafion that great officer tods 
to refute the falfe imputation of corruption, 
agaiuft which 1 bad always defended him ; but 
lean fay, at the fame time, that no one affronted 
me fo much as with the attempt to. bribe roe. 

This News-writer makes no difficulty of ac-- 
cufiag a number of the Diet (which he aeknpw- 
ledges to be by feven only lefs than all the reft 
of theAfTcmbly) of being enemies to the Saxon 
line, of being bribed for their votes, or being 
followers of fuch as were. You know bed wbtt 
is to be done on fuch an occafion ; and if fo 
flight an artifice, as altering the fcene by a date 
of place and time, fliall fhelter a man in bely* 
ing men of honour, who are doing their duty 
in as nice a circumftance as perhaps has ever 
happened^ it will be impofllible for thofe who 
do not comply with the fafhion, right or wrong, 
to be able to ihew their faces, in their feveral 

countries. 
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countries. As for me, I have frequently de- 
dared^ that I will take all merit to coniifl: in 
ihc - regulation of the Will; and I will not 
trouble myfelf fo much as to mention what is 
faid of me as a Writer at lozv ebb^ and the like. 
Whoever writes muft be liable to whatever any 
reader thinks fit to fay of him ; but the cafe is 
altered when it comes to fadts within the power of 
the Will, as in matters of juftice and integrity. 
It is not for me to fay how 1 write, or fpeak ; 
but it is for me to fay, I do both honejify ; 
and when I threw away fome fame for letters 
and politenefs, to ferve the nobler ends of juftice 
and government, I did not do it with a deiign 
to be as negligent of what Ihould be faid of 
me, with relation to my Integrity in fupport of 
.thofe ends. No ; wit and humour are the drefs 
and ornament of the Mind ; but honefty and 
truth are the soul itfelf^ and the difference in a 
.man'9 care of his reputation for one and the 
other isjufl in the proportion that being robbed 
.bears to being murdered, 

I forbear faying any thing in refentment 
againft the Author himfelf of this paper, be- 
caufe I think he has heretofore pointed at me 
in a kind way ; but this inftance gives a ftrong 
fufpicion, that the prefent licence he takes is 
fupported in fome extraordinary manner ; and 1 
hunibly conceive, that for the honour of fo* 
N ciety, 
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ciety, you will put us in fome way to obviate. 
this firfl inftance of outrage in this kind^ \if 
making the Printer produce the Author, and the 
Author his Correfpondent, or anfwer it hitt^elf. 
I prefume, Sir, this is more particularly your 
charge, becaufe indeed the offence is more im- 
mediately againft you, than any other peripn. 
The paper takes upon it to give an account of 
what paffes in our Houfe, which is the higheit 
offence without your authority, and confe- 
quently a trefpafs againft your authority. 

There are thofe every day in your eye, who 
have no further views than doing their duty in 
the place where they ftand before you. They 
know it their duty without vanity, difcontcntor 
pcevifhnefs, in all that is for the common good, 
to fupport thofe who have the honour to fervc 
their country in great ftations ; but as they aic 
always inclined to adt in concert with thcffli 
they are always free to aft in oppofition to them. 
But, honoured Sir, I beg of you to confider 
whether this equal difpofition is poffible to be 
maintained, if men, who have no hopes of fctf- 
intereft in their anions, muft meet with fach 
cruel and falfe reprefentations from writers, who 
attempt to recommend themfelves to perfons in 
authority, by vilifying gentlemen who think h: 
a misfortune ever to differ from thofe very men 
in authority, whoever they are, or (hall be. 

Sir, 



^Ta yoyi" S^^^ good-breeding aiid civility iil 
your private charader^ your juftice and equa- 
lumity ID your public flatioh^ will fugged much 
more to you than I can o6cr in refentment of 
tlus outrage. It would be an happy day for 
your country if there were more men like yoU 
in great employments^ who can poflefs wha^ 
^bey have with the fame air that they had whea 
Kbjcy were aiming at it, who can be compofed 
i^iMHigh to think of every part of the duty of 
•thieir ftations in preference to the article of its 
iucocne^ and acquit themfelves to all the world 
liefdre they think there is any thing due to 
•fhemfelves. 1 his Sir, 1 know by long expc- 
|:ience, to be your temper and mode of a£tion ; 
/Cpd tbi^ will tranfmit you to pofterity with ho- 
liour and reputation, with miich greater advan«, 
itage than you could reap from the difUndtion of 
grpur birth, and the fuperiority of your under- 

^Itwding without this moderation. You poflcfs 
tfit greateft flation that your Country could 
jkeftow upon you ; and when that ceafes I am fo 
gpQ4 a patriot as to wilh you the greateil that 
fi^ be beftowed by your Pfince. 

Bm though I am interrupted with the flrong 

. indloacion 1 have to do juftice to you, you muft 
not think I have done by having expreffed ci- 
vilities towards the gentleman I was writing to,* 
a« if 1 was at the end of my letter j for I am 
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called a Doughty Knight, and muft take notice, 
according to the known obligations of that order, 
that diftreffed Ladies are as little fpared as un- 
happy men by this lawlefs writer ; the errors in 
the youth of feme, and the virtue and comph- 
cency of others, are equally the fubjed: of his 
inlipid fcurrility. I have only juft mentioned 
this circumftance to move your indignation; 
but muft lay before you a higher offence, ini 
graver tone, when I fliow you, that the pager 
has aflimied a liberty of determining this quct 
tion on the fide of the Paiia Conventaj as he 
calls us according to his gibberijh^ not\iridi- 
ftanding that the prefent practice of thofe whom 
he commends is againft that notion. Speaking 
of the forrow of Dorowat/ki, he prefumes to &y 
as follows : " The king, who is the beft-naturcd 
** prince in the univerfe, was touched with fo 
*^ moving a fight, very kindly bid her rife, and 
** faid, " He was concerned for her juft afflic* 
*« tion ;" bur afterwards let her underftand, that 
** the Pa'^a Convcnta, by which his Majefty was 
<* called to the fucceffion, was an invincible Bar 
*< to his natural clemency ; and that the Diet 
** having made this Prosecution their own, 
<^ his Majefly did not think it proper for him to 
f* interpofe in fo nice an affair; which he could 
«' not do neither, without Ihaking the very 
<« Foundation of his Title to the Crown* 

There 
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There muft be a way found, if we would pre- 
ferve any thing that is valuable, to put an end 
to this mixtute of arrogance, indifcretion,. and 
ignorance. There is not much more in the 
letter, except perfonal and donieflick refledions 
on me, which I have not obferved to you, with<> 
out it were worth while to take notice, that he 
fays I exhaufted upon the occafion the common 
topicks of clemency and mercy; which laft 
aflertion I deny with all my might ; for I never 
talked of mercy and clemency, but for the fake 
of my King and country, in whofe behalf I dare 
to fay, — ^That to be afraid to forgive, is as low 
as to be afraid to puniih ; and that all noble 
geniufes in the art of government have lefs 
owed their fafety to punifhment a;id terror, than 
grace and magnanimity. I will trouble you no 
further; lam fatisfied as to myfelf with thi^ 
remonjftrance, and doubt not but every gentle- 
man of thofe who inclined one way, had as good 
arguments againlt the imputation of an unmanly 
Ibftnefs, as thofe difpofed another had againd 
that of an inhuman cruelty. I have no author 
rity to adventure the injury I may do them in 
the repetition of what they offered, but fubmif 
what concerns tfiem, as well as the honoijr of 
our whole proceedings, to ypur much wifer coh^ 
fideration, I am^^ Sir, 
Your finccre admirer, and devoted humble fervanf, 

N 3 ^ ^n:^ 
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SirRICHARP STEELE'S SPEl^GH 
on the Septennial Bili,^ A|>ril 24, inih. 

•SIR. 

^ A F T E R the very material quotation^ which 
f that gentleman * in the gallery has produced^ 

• it is evident thit new chofen Ammal PARLrjH 
' MENTS were never the cuftom or right of thif 
f Kingdom, It remains therefore only to coB* 

• fider (that now th«re is a law, which makel 

• Parliaments meet, $s of courfe, at fuch a fiat^ 

• Time) whether the pferiod of Three Ttsaflf 
*anfwers the purpofes intended by it?' Thi 
f Preamble to the Triennial Act exprcflfes^ tif* 

• it was introduced into the Conftitution for thdf 
^ better Union and' Agreement of the King aod 
' his People ; but it has had a quite contrary 

• efftft ; iand experience has verified, what i 

• wife man faid of it, when it was etiaded, tHit 

• it had made a Triennial King, a Triennial Mi- 
f niftry, a Triennial Alliance, We feel this ift 

• dl occurrences of State ; and they who look 

• upon us from abroad behold the fttuggle iti 
f which we arc neceffarily engaged from tiiftd 

• to time under this law. Ever fince it has betfl 
' ena£ted, the nation ha^ been in a feries of coA- 
f tention. The Jirji Year of a Triennial Parlia- 
5 ment has beiii fpent in vxndidHvef decifions and 

t Mr. CrnSH I^QUMQir* 
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^^nithofities about the late elcfiions* The &€ond 
^ Seffion has entered into bufinefs, but rather 

* with a fpirit of contradiftion to what the prc- 

* vailing fet of men in former Parliaments had 

* brought to pafs, than of a difinterefted zeal for 
•the common good. The third Seflion lan- 
*• guiihed in the purfuit of what little was in- 

* tended to be done in the fecond ; and the ap. 

* protch of an enfuing EleSlion terrified the 
' members iioto a fervile management, according 

* ftf tieir refpeAive principals were difpofed to- 

* wards the queftion before them in the Houfe, 

* Thus the State of England has been like that 
•of a V^flel in diftrefs at fea ; the Pilot' and 
' Mariners have been wholly employed in kcep- 
? ing the Ship from finking ; the art of navi- 

* gation was ufelefs ; and they never pretended 

* to make fail. It is objefted, that the alte* 

* ration propofed is a breach of truft. The 

* trufty Sir, repofed in us is that of the public 
f Good ; the King, Lords, and Commons, are 

* the parties who exercife this truft ; by the 
« meafure of the common Good, they difcharge 

* thomfelves as well in the altering and repeal- 
f iftg, as in the making or confirming of Laws. 

* The period of time, in this cafe, is a fubordi* 

* nate coniideration ; and thofe gentlemen who 

* are againft the alteration, fpeak in too pom- 

* pous a Hyle, when they tell us, we are break- 

* ing into the Conftitution, It has been further 

N 4 * o\>\^^^^ 
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^ objedted, that all this is -only giving greats 
^ power to the Minifters, who may make an. 

* arbitrary ufe of it. The Minifters are indeed* 

* like other men, from the infirmity, of humah> 

* nature, liable to be made worfe by power ao* 

* authority; but this Aft gives no addition t(y 

* that authority itfelf, though it may, poi&bly; 
« prolong the cxercife of it in them; They arer 
^ neverthelefs refponfible for their anions to 2L 
^ Parliament ; and the mode of enjoying theiif 

* offices is cxadtly the fame. Now when thb 
^ thing is thus, and that the period of three yczii 

* is found, from infallible experience itfelf, a 

* period that can afford us no good, where ihall 
' we reft ? The Ills that are to be done againft 

* fingle per fens or communities are done by fur- 
' prize, and on a fudden ; but good things arc 

* flow in their progrefs, and muft wait occafion; 

* Deftrudtion is done by a blow ; but Reforma- 
^ tion is brought about by leifurely advances'. 
^ Ail the mifchiefs which can be wrought under 
^ the Septennial Act, can be perpetrated under 
« the Triennial ; but all the good which may.b6 

* compaffed under the Septennialy cannot be 
^ hoped for under the friennial. We may feai: 

* that the Minifters may do us harm ; but that is 

* no reafon why we ihould continue them under 

* a difability of doing us good. For thefe con- 
f Qdcrations, I ani unrefervedly for the' Bill.* 

? Cha. 



Character of SirSICHARD STEELE, 

?Tonx ** Memoirs towards a Hiftory of Men eminent 
** in the Republic of Letters, as well foreign as 
~<*domeftic, 1731." 

TpROM the cafuiftry of Dr. Burnet, I (hall 
now proceed to that of Sir Richard Steele, 
who in 1715, the year of the Prefton rebellion, 
gives. u« his honeft reafons for concerning him- 
ielf fo warmly both in theological and political 
enquiries. * I muft,* fays he, ' fay fomething 

* by way of apology 10 thofe who may be fur- 
« prized at my being fo deep in points which 

* I never before pretended to meddle with.' And, 
adds he, ^ I acknowledge it has been fometimcs 
' with me, as it is with too many others, that a 

* fort of an implicit Religion feemed the mod 
^ eafy, and moft conlfortable ; and that a blind 
^ veneration for I know .not what, and I knew 

* not whom, flood for every thing valuable and 

* important. I confefs, I was rot enough 
' aware that this implicitnefs of conduA is the 

* great engine of Pjpery framed for the de^. 

* Itru^ion of good nature, as well as good fcnfe, 

* But my benevolence to my fellow-creatures, I 
^ can truly fay, is, and has been always warm and 

* inflexible. And this it is that hath, at length, 
^ ftUriJied and routed my underftanding, which 
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Vond or ttvb adcidental fhocki hne fettkKVntff) 

* the order wherein I now feel it. 

* I remember, that fome ago I faid, in ptiB^ 
*' That all exorbitant power in Clergymen was 
' Popery. What would be more general^ or 

< mote ifiofTenfive, than to fpeak thisj wkhotf 

< determining at all, what is that esorbitaot 

* power i And yet it is ineredible^ «hac afh OOK 

* cry there xvas made about this, as if it wai die 
^ very height of all madnefe and dbfntdky to&f 

* fo* I know there are many of that rereitttd 

* body who are difinterefted eiKmgh themfelVcf 

< to maintain fuch a fentiment ; but I ibon fefltid» 

* from the refentment of others^ that ti6 powcTi 
^ let it be what it Will, in their handsj can M 

* efteemed by them to be exorbitant ; or tW^ 
^ that that part of Popery was not a thing tlicy 
' mightily abhorred. Upon this, I proceeded to 

* think a little farther of the confequencc and 

* rendetnefs of fuch prifaciples. 

* But the great (hock of all that I eret rtrceired 
' Wa:s from the proceedings about the late Schifln- 
^ aft, which opened the fcene thorbilghly. Ani 
' fhiis^ I confefs, was fo great, as to nio?e ita liic 

* an indigtiation not to be contained ; to fee the 

* law of nature, and the common rights of man- 

* kind, going to be facrificed to fury and bigotry. 

* I knew, indeed, very well, that the Church was 
tonly a word^^ made ufe of by thofe then at the 



CtfittA^TiR 6f Sift R. Sf Eptfe. tiif 

K helm, who valued all Churches and all Religiobs 
^ equally, and that no farther than for the fdir- 
^ wai^ding their own ruinous projefts. But I faW 

• by how great a party the defign was warml/ 
^- efpoufed ; that their very hearts were in it; and 
f crowds of innocent people cnfnared by thenf 

• int6 the fatic violence. This put me npoii 
f more enquiries ; and led me to feme thoughts, 

• of ^bich 1 then gave the world a Ihort account* 
^ It it upon that bottom I have governed myfelf 

• cVcf finic 5 till I am now brought, by the fta- 

• turid courfe of fuch thoughts, to examine into 

• the co'ndu£E of Chridians, and particularly of 
^Froteftants of all forts. One thing drew orf 
^ another ; and, a^ little converfant as 1 havcf 

• heretofore been in fuch matters, I quickly founcf 
« that Gbfiftianity ^as neither unintelligible, nof 
i ill-imtoltd J that the Gofpel does not invadcT 

• the rights of niahkind ; nor inveft any men' 

• with ftOtboruy deftrudive to foclety ; and (whaf 
^ was the mod melancholy part of the wholej 
^ that Proteftants muft be reduced to the ab« 

• fuffdity of renouncing Proccftant as well as 
9 Ghftftiaa PrinciJ)les, before they dan pretend to 

• make their praflices ^nd their profeffions coh- 
' fiftent. This I refolvedto reprefent ; and have 
^ done it, without regard to any one fort of 
^ ihefn more than another. 

f I am more and more perfuaded, ever^ da^^^ 
6 *xV^ 
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' that it is fitting tounderftand Religion, as^ell 
' as to praife it ; and that it is the Golden Rule 
^ of Proportion, to give the highcft refpeft ta 

* thofe only who deferve it. 

* If I have ufed^ feverity in fome of the fore-' 

* going pages, it flowed from the refentmcnt I 
•have at the ufage King GEORGE hath 
' met with from too many, of a body of meoi' 
^ who owe all tlaeir fecurity to his acceflion. Thif* 

* part of their condudt admits of no apology, i 

* have given ihem fufficient proof of my dc- 

• votion to their intereft, when they do not divide 

* it from that of their country. But, I thank 
^ God, my love to the publick is above it : and P 

* feel ic true within, what the Patriot and Orator 

• of Rome faid, ^* Omnes omnium charitates pa- 

• tria una complexa eft." And therefore, fincc 
^ many of them are not contented that the Glory 

• of their paft conduft (hould be forgot, or bu- 
^ ried in filence ; but have thought fit, by their 

• renewed aflaults, to revive the remembrance 

• of their former behaviour, when they engaged 

• themfelvcs in the caufe of a worthlefs incendi- 

* ary, and taught the people, by the cry of the 
^ Church (which hath deferved better ufage at 

* their hands), to rebel for paffivc obedience *, 
^ and to infult the fupreme authority of the 

♦ whole Icgiflaturc, out of loyalty : Since, I fay, 

I 

• Dr. S*cht7%teVV, 
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* they hafc begun the war anew, and beat a 
f frefti alarm from their high places, and, un- 

* provoked and unmolefted, have given the bell 

* of Kings a reception, unworthy (I do not fay 
« of Chriftians, but) of men ; it lies upon them 
f alone to anfwer for the confequences; and upon 
« all others to guard their country, their laws, 

* and their Prince, from fuch attempts ; and to 

* fliew by their courage and conllancy, that, in 

* fpite of all the opportunities which fuch men 
■.employ to the mifleading of the people, Wc 

* will not facrifice, either our religion, or our 
« eftablifliment, or even the very people whom 

* they miflead, out of any panicle dread of their 
^ inveftives, or inftigations. 

• Indeed, whatever others do, I think it time to 
' let them fee, that there arc thofc who arc 
' even paflSionately difpofed to love, and alraoft 

* adore them, who will not fear them* Whilft 

* they ihcw the world that they hate the King, 

* it is my humble opinion, that they who love 
, * him do no better than make a facrifice of him, 

* whenever they (hew themfelves afraid of fueh 
. * men. As I am always romantic enough to fpeak 

* what I think ; fo I am weak enough to think 
f it has its ufe. 

* All the world knows, with what a tender- 

* nefs of aSfedtion, and what a fincerity of paf- 

* fion, I have efpoufed the caufe of the Clergy 



* and Unkerticies ; that they b^ve bepQ.pbfefi'f^ 
^ to be the delight of my tongivr^ ^nd tJM 4ju^lwg 
' fubjefl: of eiy converfation ; and that 1 >hg|fei 
^ with an impctuoufoefs of waroich^ ah fqgtfop w4 
^ out of ieafon^run into their .defence^ and theif 
■* panegyric. But what can I fay i Tile caufe^ 
^ the topic, t delighted in^ is torQ (torn me *> luaJ 

* left without any fupport, but that oF Hope, chat 
^ the Better Part (who have flood faithful, u* 

* corrupted, and unwearied, amidft the throng 

* of great Examples, and againft the torcent 4)f 
^ violence and reproach), may be looked upoi^i 

* at prcfcnt, as fome atonement for the contrai^ ; 

* and their virtue (after the fcafon of mad^Defpair 

* is over), fpread its influence ; and create an 
^ imitation, univerfal enough to rafe again the 
^ Sacred Chara£ler, and make it once more &itt 

* in all that brightnefs and vigour of glory^ iii 

* which every good man wirties to fee it. 

' And, in the mean while, certainly it remain^ 

* upon the confcience, and honour, of every True 
^ liri-ton, to employ ail tlve opportunities *whidl 

* cnn occur to him, from his talents, his (iatiori, 

* and his fortune, in doing honour -and fervice 

* to fuch excellent men in Holy Orders as have, 

* in the whole bent of their words and afiioiis, 

* and upon all juft occafions, acknowledged and 

* iiflcrted the ccnftitution and bafis of ouf go* 

* vernment. Happy they, who have the power, 

* and i\k will; to do it. * Ctt^ 
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^ - * Certainly, to fuch Clergymen efteem and 

* regard are due, in proportion to the excellency 

• of their virtue, and to that courfe of calqmny 

• and reproach which they have fuflfered, both 

• from their own order, and from others, for their 

• candour and honefty ; in difdaining to exalt 
' thcmfelves, at the expence of the profperity of 

• their brethren ; and in labouring to fhew them- 

* felves the moft generous Patriots, in refpedt of 

• this world, as well as the moft faithful Stewards, 

* With refpeft to the next. 

* What I have to add, is, that, if there were 

* QCcafioD, I could call God to witnefs, that th? 

* whqLe of what I have laid, haih proceeded, not 
' from any regard to private intereft, or the nar- 
' row fpirit of a party (which any. one may fee^ 

• at firft viewj who knows the world), but from 
' a. principle of benevolence, and a dilated zeal to 

* fery< the beft of Princes, and the beft of Confti- 

* tutions ; and particularly to refcue the Chrif- 
/ tian and Proteftant name, and the Church of 

• jEnjgland, from all the fcandals of Antichjifti- 

* anifip, and Popery/ 

J {hall now clofe this fliort Memoir with a 
recapitulation of the favours be received from 
bis late JVIajefty, who,foon after his acceffion to 
,tJi(£ throne, put him in the commiffion of the 
peace for the county of Middlefex, and made 
him furveypr of the ftables at his palace of 
Hampton-court, and governor ot ihc Ro^A 
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company of Comedians; and, in April 1715, the 
King was pleafed to honour him with Knight- 
hood, upon the prefenting of an addrefs to his 
Majefty by the Lieutenancy, of which he was 
the penman. 

In the firft Parliament of King George I. he 
was chofe a member for Boroughbrigg in YoA* 
(hire, and after the fuppreffing of the rebellion 
in the North was appointed one of the Commif- 
fioners of the forfeited eftates in Scotland, where 
he received diftingui(hing marks of refpcft from 
feveral of the nobility and gentry of that part of 
Great Britain. In this Parliament Sir Richard 
voted for the repeal of the Triennial Aft, and 
of the cccafional Conformity and Schifm Afts; 
but oppofed the Peerage Bill, not only within 
doors, but without, by the Share he had in thofc 
excellent papers called the Plebeian. Not long 
after this, he wrote in oppofition to the South- 
Sea Schemers, which fomehow or other gate 
offence; the confequence of which was very 
well known. He like wife wrote fome of the 
Pasquins, and two papers called the Whig. 

Towards the latter end of his life he grew 
paralytic, and being perfeflly difabled for all 
forts of bufmefs, fludy, and converfation, hav- 
ing in a great meafurc left his fpeech, as well as 
the ufe of his limbs, he retired to Caermarthcn 
in Wales, where he lingered fome years in that 
unhappy condition. A N 
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AN ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

FISH POOL: 

consisting: of 

A Description of the Vessel fo called, lately- 
invented and built for the Importation of Fifh 
alive, and in good health, from parts however 
diilant. 

A Proof of the Imperfeftion of the WelUBoat 
hitherto ufed in the Fishing Trade. 

The true Reasons why Ships become ftifF or 
crank in failing ; with other Improvements, 
very ufeful to all Perfons concerned in Trade 
and Navigation. 

|!«ikewife, a Description of the Carriage in- 
tended for the Conveyance of Fiflibyland, in 
the fame good Condition as in the Fifi-Pool 
y^y Sea. 

BySit RICHARD STEELE,^nd 
JWr, JOSEPH GILLMORE, Mathematician. 

Firft printed in th? Year 1718. 
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•^o the Right Honourable Sir John Ward, 
Knight, Lord Mayor of London. 

My Lord, [^718.] 

S I think it manifeft that the defign^ ex- 
plained in the following account *, will in- 
ihroduce a new and profitable courfe of Trade ; I 
Wefume to addrefs this narration to the greatefl: 
Stfagiftrate of the greateft commercial City. 

Your perfonal eminent qualities, as a good 
citizen and man of bufinefs, which I have fre- 
quently heard you exert, where you, with great 
ability, reprefcnt the fame city in another ho- 

,♦ This was one of Sir Rich aid STttLE'spf/atjcfts, alluded to in 
waaay of the letters prefcrvcd in his " Epiftohiy Correfpondence," for 
which he obtained a patent, whence he deri cd ultimately no advantage. 
Xhe patent was dated June lo. 1718. It appears from this publication, 
and from N' XXVIIl. the iaft number of his" Theatre/'thatSTEFLK 
cxpefled to have made an ample fortune by this machine : but, on trial, 
k did not anfwer his expectations ; for, though by this ingenious con* 
{rivance the ^(h were fupplied with a continual ftream of water in crof- 
fing the fea, yet, not brooking the confinement, they battered ihemftlves 
Iqpinft tlic fides of the v^jflfel, and were fo niucli injureil in their paflagp, 
{bat, wlien brought to market, they did not fetcli a proper price. 
''Benson,*' he obfcrvcs in his •* Epiftohry Corrffpondcnce,** Lcllcr 
CCLXXIX, " is fo hufy witli g«eat men, that Gill mo re's affair is rt- 
«* tardcd by it.*' We learn however w th certainty, from Letter 
CCLXXXiX. p. 175, that Si eele s expence was not immenfe on this 
bccafion ; and that the fate of his invention, though a great difap])oint- 
ment, was by no meansjuch a lofs to him, as it is reprefented by the 
writer of hjs life in the Bi graph ia B> t:anMica, art. Steele, p. 3833, Note. 

O 2 pourablp 
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nourable charadter *, entitle you alfo to the vc; 
neration and efteetn which determine me in my 
prefent application. » 

The Arts and Sciences (in which I pretend tq 
no accurate fkill), Ihould always be .(employed ii) 
enquiries that may tend to the general advan- 
tage ; and they muft lofe th^ name of liberal, 
when the profeflbrs of them feclude themfelvei 
from fociety, or live in it without applying theif 
' abilities to the fervice of it. For it is by the 
joint force of men of different talents that ufcfu} 
purpofes are beft accomplifhed ; and a certsun 
felicity of invention in one, joined to the expfr 
rience and praftical ikill of another, may bring 
works to perfection which would be fo far fronj 
growth, that they would not fo much as havq 
had birth, but from the good intelligence b^^ 
tween perfons of unlike abilities, whofc good* 
will towards each other united their endeavours. 
I dare promife your Lordfhip, that the cof: 
refpondence between the undertakers of thisdc- 
lign will produce to the world many other ope- 
rations, which will create more wonder tba( 
they were not performed before, than that they 
are now brought into ufe. Fof it is certain, 

* He reprcfcnted the city of London in the parliaments eledted io 
1708 nnd 1 7 T4, and the borough of Diinwich in » 722. He was eledted 
Alderman of Candlewick Wanl in 1709 ; ferved the office of Sheriff 
in 1 7 • 6 ; and that of Lord Mayor in 171 3- 19. He wa& alfo one of tbs 
DircvJtors of the Bank; and died March 12, 1725-6. ' 

that 
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ihkt great ahd worthy works * are every day loft, 
by the diftande which is kept between med^ 
from the Very reaibn which fliould make theni 
feek each 6th6r in their different ways of life and 
education. 

• Among the employments of human life, that 
/tof the Merchafit (whofe good is the good of all 
iaen) fhotild by all be held in the firft efleem i 
it is be who enlarges the interefts of his coun- 
try ; it is he, who, by his credit, makes his 
fellow-citizen every wliere at home, and extends 
the offices, advantages, and civilities of acquain- 
.tance and heighbburhobd, to all parts of the 
habitable world. 

The following ihventiofi i§ propbfed to be 
Carried on with a fuperior regard to the laws 
and rights of commerce, which oblige every 
inan to think of himfelf but in the fecond places 
br to make his firft intentions at leaft flridly 
agreeable to the good of his country, and that 
of all his fetid w- citizens ; and therefore, the ac- 
count of it may be a prefent not unworthy a 
gentleman of your free and diflnterefted cha- 
rafter ; and I flatter myfelf it will have the in- 

• if it wefe not that Steels Had been, long before this thiie,laugl»eJ 
ftt as a Chemift who was fcarching in vain for the philofopher's ftone, 
one might bai^e fuppofed, from this paflhge, that << the laboratory ac 
*« Poplar, nftw convened into a garden-houfc," was the fcene of tho 
fecret opcfatidns wheiMe the Fifli Pool and other wonderful difcoveri*. s 
were to originate. See Supplement to Svtih, cr. 8vo. vol. I. p. 1 1 1. 

O 3 fluencc 
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flucnce of your Lordfhip in the profecution rf 
it. I need not fay how great that influence 
mtid needs be, whefe you aft for them in tht 
greateft capacities your felidw-citizens have to 
beftow. 

I congratulate both them and you j, that a 
perfon of fuch known equanimity is veiled with 
the double capacity of afferting and protcfling 
tbeir privileges ; whofe candour and benignity 
naturally tend to abate animofity, encourage in* 
duftry, promote peace, prevent diforder^ fecure 
wealth, and relieve poverty : in all which noble 
ends and cares I wifli you a profperous and me- 
morable Mayoralty ; and again humbly defiriog^ 
that, if the defign Ihall in the leaft degree ap- 
pear ferviceable in any of thefe generous rtf- 
fpedts, it may have your protedlion. 

I remain, my Lord, your Lordftiip's moft 
obedient, and moft humble fervant, 

Richard Steele^ 
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, IPISH-POOL, ^c. 

THERE has much calumny been uttered, 
and many impertinent obfervations made 
upon one of the undertakers of this work which 
1 am now going to defcribc ; but as he formerly- 
declared in print, that while he was purfuing 
what he believed might conduce to the common 
gbod, he gave the fyllablcs Richard Steele 
to the publick, to be ufed and treated as they 
ihould think fit, he muft go on in the fame in- 
difference, and allow the Town their ufual li- 
berty with his name, which 1 find they think 
they have much morel room to fport with than 
formerly, as it is lengthened with the mono- 
fyllable S I Rl 

But though I am not folicitdus for what they 
fay of Sir Richard Steele, merely as it re- 
gards the matter of hu fame or reputation^ 
which is too large to be unexceptioiiably good 
or bad, but muft neceflarily fhare the fate which 
attends men of undertaking complexions, who 
are the entertainment and difcourfe of idle 

O 4 people^ 



200 Sir. R. S T E E L E's AecoVKT 

people, that infenfibly^ for want of other em* 
ploymeaty hate the perfoos of thofe fhey never 
faw, and oppofe defigns into which they never 
examine. I fay^ let one of the undertakers be 
confiderable or inconliderable^ according to the 
temper of the company wherein he is meBti<x)edf 
1 cannot let a great and good work> which may 
be a benefit to all the worlds be loll and run 
down^ becaufe perhaps his part in it may have 
been only a mere fuggoAion^ or a lucky flart» 
that owes its progrefis to the being cofnaoiini- 
cated to a more capable man, that ripened it 
inta pra&ice^ and qualified it fof the feryice of 
fociety. 

If this were the cafe, as I know it is, and that 
with great inconvenience to hirafelf ; any man, 
from a refilefs good fpirit, has attempted (not 
to fay accomplilhed) a mofl extraordinary work» 
for the advantage of the whole fpecics, efpc* 
cially the poorer fort, all men are obliged, in 
juftice and gratitude,, at lead to give the matter 
a fair hearing* 

The reader is defired^ on this foundation 
only, as it regards himfelf and all other men, a» 
well as the undertakers, to approve and con- 
demn the defign of the Fish-Pool, and to hear 
the relation of the feveral fteps and degrees by 
which it was brought to its prefent petfeilion. 

It 
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It is now about five years fince Sir EI^ichard 
Steele, upon feeing certain experiments of an 
air-pump, confulted a gentleman of known ex- 
perience and ability, concerning a defign to form 
a veflel which ihould preferve dead fifh from 
corruption a longer time than ufual ; but the 
.gentleman fo confulted convinced him of the 
impoffibility of performing that matter in the 
.manner he fuppofed it pradticable, and dif- 
.couraged him from farther enquiry that way. 

But the matter did not end there ; that difap- 
.pointment only gave his tho-Jghts another caft; 
and much rcfledtion on that fubjeft ended in 
an imagination, that though dead fifh could not 
be preferved from putrefadtion by what he had 
fuggeiled, live fifh might, by new methods, be 
conveyed better than they bad been by the 
•means already pradtifed, which would end in 
the fame advantage. 

About this time Mr. Steele had the good 
fortune to become acquainted with Mr. Gill- 
MOii£, and, falling by degrees into great fami- 
liarity, frequently hinted to him, that he could 
not but think it practicable, that a veffel might 
be contrived fo as to bring fifti alive much better 
than at prefent ; and took frequent occafions to 
folicit him, whom he knew very well /killed in 
navigation and other parts of the matbematicks, 
to turn his thoughts on thatfubjeA. Mr. Gill- 

MORE 
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MORE could not be brought to apply himfelf to 
this propofal, 'till about a twelvemonth ago \it 
was urged, by a letter from Sir Richakd 
Steele, to comply with bis former requeft, 
now he (Mr. Gilli^iore) was at Jeifure, at hb 
place of abode at Nettleton in Wiltfhire. 

The thing that dwelt upon the imaginatimr 
6f the inventor was, that, fince it was notorious 
that ihips, without finking, frequently admitted 
many tuns of water, befides their proper lading, 
a veflel, by a good artiftj who knew the rcafoDt 
nature, philofo'phy, principles, and laws of 
mechanifm, might be contrived to carry no lading 
but water and fi(h, whereby fifh might live com- 
modioufly, and fuch water be admitted, and 
made to pafs through at will, and nevcrtheleft 
the fhip to fail with fafety. 

Mr. GiLLMORE began now to lifteri, and re- 
turned for anfwer, he would immediately take 
the matter into confideration, and in a few days 
after fent his friend the projeftion from which 
the FiSH-PooL was modelled, and built \6 
inches by the keel ; which 16 inches were di- 
vided into 40 equal parts, and made into a fcak 
called feet, and by it projedted the Fish-Pool, 
40 foot by the keel, 1 6 foot broad in the mid- 
fliips, and 6 foot deep between the kelfon and 
deck on which fhe fwinis ; with Grates Yore and 
aft', air-pipes^ well into the hold through bosh 

decks, 
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^ecks, mafts, yards, rigging, and batch-way to 
go down between decks, arid other conveni- 
^ncies^ all in proportion. 

From this model, by a leflef fcale, was made 
aji hull of very fmaH dinfienfions, as lo inches 
by the keeb 5 inches broad in the midlhip, 2 
inches and a quarter deep in the hold, with a 
proportionable wett, and a little glafs deck, on 
which it was to fwim. 

We carried our vcffel over land to a placd 
near the village of Hackney, called Temple- 
Mills, which is the fpot that divides Middlefex 
from Effex, near an ifland which we named^ 
from its bignefs, Trefacre Ifland. 

After we had put into our veflel a Flounder 
and fixGudgeons (on which latter word we allow 
all fmall Wits to make merry), we placed her 
in the current of the fccond trough of a logp 
wood mill, and moored her very fafcly, where, 
from hour to hour we vifited her, and through 
her glafs deck faw her paffengers very merry, 
which made us not a whit lefs contented. After 
we had remained in the houfe adjacent as long 
as we thought convenient, we left a young maa 
to attend the veflel, and keep a journal of what 
pafled, as to the confumption of the food of the 
fiih, and the like. 

The ignorant are naturally malicious to any 

thiAg they fee out of the common road, and we 

I found 
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found the weight of it in our firft efiaj ; foxi 
fervant of the mill, though defiredand bribed td 
give warning, when he ihould have occafion W 
raife the flood-gate, imagining he was able to do 
mifchief, opened it upon our veffel, which tore 
it from her moorings ; but ihe, though her 
J>roper lading is but about one pound, rid the 
ftorm, and our trufty pilate jumped into the 
river and took her up, where flie was driven oH 
the north of the ifland of Trefacre, without 
having received the leaft damage in her hiill or 
cargo, from a greater ftorm and ftrcfs of weather 
than any Ihtp can poffibly meet with at fea. 

Though this appeared very fatisfadorjjc^ Mr. 
GiLLMORE complied with his partner, to give 
him more than ocular demonftration, by going 
through the proper experiments, which Ihould 
make him as clearly underftand the xaufes, al 
he faw the effefls; without which, it wasim- 
poffible to enjoy quiet under fo great an expence, 
as the building a vefTel for ufe muft neceflariljr 
require. 

For this end we rcfolved to go from one cir- 
cumflance to another, and confider the nature of 
the elements and parts of matter with which 
we were to deal, and from thence form conclu- 
iions that might make us eafy artd confident itf 
our future proceedings. 

V The 
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The "firft experiment was thus ; we exhauftcd 
the air out of a cylinder * 12 inches diameter, 
ftnd 2 foot deep, a^ P, whofe fup.erfipies on the 
%op is 113.1428, by an air-pump, as B, being 
I inch dianieter, whpfe fuperficies on the top 
is .78571, and found the weight C to be la 
pounds 9 ounces ; then, if the fuperficies on the 
top of the air-pump be -78571, and the weight 
pf the atmofphere preilipg on the air-pump 
fz*57 pounds, the weight of air on the cylinder 
B, at a foot diameter, will be r 8 1 0.2 848 pounds : 
So, by confequence, on every inch fquare is i $ 
pounds in the fummer ; and every foot Iquare, 
pr 144 inches, the weight prefling on it is 1304 
pounds, or 2m hundred 2 quarters and 8 pounds 
Averdupois. From which experiment, and the 
fcfledtion that the parts of water are globular, 
we concluded, that the air being preffed into 
pic water by the weight of the atmofphere, ic 
thereby conveyed to all living creatures under 
water ; and that if this air is not put in motion, 
it muft foon corrupt ; for a breeze is no more 
than a body of air broken, or forced by fomc- 
^hing more folid than itfelf. Note alfo, that 
water is impelled by the fame means ; for, force 
air or water horizontally, like fprings, they will 
yield and fly before you while nothing more 
weighty drives back ; but force them downward, 

2 Ut the suuMzed Plate, tg, u 

and 
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and the earth, by being more weighty, will refift 
it, and make it fpread horizontally. 

By the rule of this philofophy, before w? 
proceeded farther, we took into oon6deratioi^ 
the only engine hitherto employed for carrying 
fifli alive, to wit. 

The Well-Boat; fee Plate I. 

Since all that has been hitherto attempted of 
this kind has been by a Well-Boat ; and that 
it is known, that from the moment filh are put 
into that vehicle, they ficken, foam, and froth 
at the mouth, fall into convulfions, and in f 
Jmall time die j it behoved us to examine thj 
reafon of this, and found that it cannot happe? 
other wife, as appears from Fig, i, which fliews 
that they cannot receive in that machine whaj: 
are abfolutely neceflary to thf ir Being, viz. frclji 
air and freih water ; becaufe the pillar of air A, 
prefles dpwp upon the Well Boat B, which 
Well Boat is fupported by pillar of water C, 
^nd furrounded by the like Trapezium of water 
d efg h /, by which means, and the Bulk- 
heads O Q, all frcfh air and water are exclude^ 

This is farther proved by Fig. 2. L is a cy- 
linder well clofed and without the leaft hole 
or crack, in the middle of which a candle was 
placed, and in a few minutes went out ; byt 
when a lighted candle vyas again fixed as before, 

and 
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and ID a fmall fpace of time was in the fame 
inanner going out, a little vent or hole was made 
in the fide, on which it revived ; and will ftilj 
do fo more, in proportion to the greatnefs of 
4he hole ; by which we concluded, that the cy- 
linder being full of air, and prefled by the pillar 
above it, the flame of the candle could not fub- 
fift; but when the pillar of air was broken in 
the cylinder, by means of the vept hole, we ap- 
-prehended the matter of the candle to be put 
'(or rather. continued) in motion, and therefore 
it revived. From either of which circumftances 
^e confinement of only a certain quantity of 
»ivater in a Wpll-Boat, or air in any luch 
vefifel, equally appears. 

Now, that the fifli in this new-invented veflel 
are confl:antly fupplied with frelh air and frefti 
water >yill appear from Fig. 3. 

It is to be underftood that this vefiTel is to 
^ave no other lading than water and fifli; i. e* 
this veffcl is to carry as much weight of water 
and fifli, as another would of dry goods, to 
make her fink low enough down into the water, 
fo as to be fit for failing ; and that the fifli aqd 
water are to fill all the hold of the veflel. 

A B is the lower deck, on which flie fwims 5 
flie is fupported by the pillar of water A B F Q, 
and encompaflfed all round by the Trapezium of 
water K B G F prcfling againft it. 

HitUctto 
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Hitherto the new vefiebis but in the (2cmt 
dition of all other boats, and even of the Well- 
Boat itfelf. 

But whereas the imperfedion of the WelLp i 
Boat confifls^ in that the water and air are coiw 
itantly the fame, and conftrained to be fucb b/ 
a perpendicular weight of both, and an hori^ 
zontal preffure on all fides ; from which thefift 
are relieved only by the motion of their owj 
ftruggling, and the tacking of the veffel, with- 
out which they could not live 24 hours rftcr 
they are in the boat : 

In this invention the air and water flow tof 
gether, come into the fliip horizontally, and 
pafs through it in a conftant fucceflion, yielding 
frefli air and frelh water, to the relief, fuftenancci 
and delight of the fifli ; which great advantage 
is effedted by large grates at the head and fteni, 
or each end of the veffel, at P and M, and by 
the vents which open into 4 large pipes before, 
and 2 abaft, and in the midfhips, the well is 
covered with gratings, as O. There are alfo 
other conveniences, to wit, the matn-maft, aD4 
fluicc-pipe, all which yield a free difcharge, and 
form an uninterrupted paffage for the ain 

After the projedtors were fatisfied of the ufc 
and benefit of the air and water, in which they 
were to work, as far as it concerned their defignf 
the next thing was to confider how their in- 

tjcnded 
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tended Veflel would receive advantage from 
them in its failing and working; which brought 
on the third ezperimenti that is demonftrated by 
Fig. A. which fhews the form of a parallelo* 
pepidon^ 12 foot long^ 9 inches broad, and tf 
inches deep, z% ab c d. This trough was filled 
with fine clear water, which done, there was put 
into it a fmall model of the hull of our Hoop, 
1 2 inches long, 4 broad, and 3 deep, with grates 
'fore and aft', and a glafs deck, to render all 
that palTed through her vifible, as B, Into the 
well P, we put a deep-red liquor, and found 
that by the motion of the yeffel through the 
water, the diftance 20 times her length, flic 
would difcharge all her faid red water. Sec 
plate L fig. A* 

Now, the fifh-vefTel defigned being 40 foot 
by the keel, if you divide 5280, the feet in a 
mile, by 800 foot, 20 times her length, the 
quotient fheweth fhe difcharges herfelf of all 
her old water fix times and fix tenths in a mile, 
or 33 times every 5 miles. " 

From which it appears by demonfl:ration, 
that the whole mafs of the parts of water are 
moved, more or lefs, by the motion of any of 
them, in proportion to the magnitude and ve- 
locity of the bodies which prefs upon them, 
and the fucceflion of frefh air and water in the 
vcflel to be accordingly : fo that the whole body 

P of 
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of water contained in fuch a vcflel will U 
i^anged, as aforefaid, io 20 timet its length ; 
and the more fwift the motion of the veflel ]», 
the more rapid the current will be through hcti 
as in Fig, 4. where, ABC D reprefent theintt 
gratings 'fore and aft', through, which the water 
paffeth, forming the currents AC and BD; 
whofe motion is nearly equal, though in a con- 
trary direflion to that of the Ihip. 

In the hold are put (tops, to throw fbme part 
of the water into eddies, as LLL; that the 
filh may not be hurt by its velocity, but fwim 
and play as eafy as in the free and open fea. 

The laft experiment was by the aforeiaid 
veflel with the glafs deck, wliofe hold had grat* 
Ings 'fore and aft', and was full of holes on the 
fides; the length of it was 12 inches^ and 
breadth 4, which makes 16 inches for the heig^ 
of the main-maft ; but we made it 20 inches 
long, and when it floated on the water, we found 
it truly boyant, and neither too crank nor too 
ftifl". 

Then we flopped up the faid gratings and 
boles in her fldes, and funk her till £he drew as 
much water as before; which we efieAed by 
loading her with dry gravel, and found her then 
(omewhat more ftifT; becaufe, by fo much ai 
the gravel is heavier than water of the fame 
magnitude, it mud lie farther from the center 

of 
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of motion, and make her too ftiff. This proves 
water to be the trueft ladings and was fiill a con- 
firmation of this new invention. 

Thus far we have proved the capacity, the 
aptnefs^ the power^ and commodioufnefs of our 
yeflel ; after all which, we may ftill fail, if we 
do not underfland the nature of lading, which 
experience and wifdom has brought to light and 
praAice among men. 

To avoid any error from inadvertency this 
^ay, it was well debated and confidered, that 
there is a great difference between a Ihipwright's 
and merchant's way of calculating the tunnage 
-ofafliip; and finding this difSculty, made us 
think it proper to examine, from the nature of 
the thing itfelf, how many tuns Averdupois 
weight a ihip will carry. 

Thelhipwright's way is to multiply the length 
of the keel by the middle breadth, and that 
product by half the breadth, and then they dif* 
vide the laft produft by 94, and the quotient is 
the tunnage. 

The FisH-PooL floop is 40 foot by the keel, 
and 17 foot broad in the midihips, which, by 
their cuftomary rule, meafures 61.5 tuns. 

To find bow majfjf tuns weight a Ship will carry. 

The FiSH-PooL floop being inched according 

to common gauging, the mean length in the 

P 2 hold 
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hold is 42 feet, mean breadth' U 13*687 ftet, 
and depth 6 feet, which tiiultiplied tog^her i* 
3449.1 24 cubic fefet of water \ each foot of UXt 
fca water, by the niceft experirnents, wtighing 
64.25 pounds *, and a cubick foot of clcif 
frefli water weighs but 62.75 pounds,^ which ii 
^ the very reafon why a fliip is more boyant id 
[ fait water than in frelh. Now if the cubick fed 
of fait water in the hold be multiplied by 64-25 
pounds (the true weiglit of a cubick foot of fca 
Water), it will be 221606 pounds Averdupois 
weight, or 98 tuns, 18 hundred 2 quarters, and 
14 pounds ; and fo much weight of any fort of 
dry goods muft be in the hold of a fliip of hdr 
burthen, to make her neither too crank nor too 
fliff; and this weight is no more than what is 
commonly allowed by merchants themfelves, of 
box, bale, or cafe goods, by allowing 66 cubick 
feet to a^tun in bulk* Suppofe you have 6 
bales, of goods, 6 foot long, 2 foot broad, and 
a deep; multiply the length, breadth, and depth, 
one into the other, the produft is 24 cubick feet 
for one bale ; and that multiplied by 6, is 144 
cubick feet in the 6 -bales; the whole divided 
by 66, the quotient is 2.182 tuns. We will 
•iiippofe this 2.182 tuns to be red wine, of 
which a cubick foot weighs 62.06 Pounds 
Averdupois, the goods before - mentioned 
* See Ward's Tables. 

meafufs 
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meafur^ 144 cubick feet, which multiplied by 
^2.o69 thr-produdl is its true weight, viz* 3 
pfnSf 19 hundred, 3. quarters, and 4 pounds; 
W fuppofc it to be oyl olive, of which 57.06 
pounds is a cubick foot, then the aforefaid 2.182 
Ci]ns,or 144 cubick feet of oyl olive, will weigh 
2 tuns, 13 hundred, i quarter, and 12 pounds; 
and the quantity of the Fish-Pool*s hold, as 
before-mentioned, is 3449 cubick feet, divided 
by 66 cubick feet, the quotient is 52.25 tuns of 
merchants tunnage; which faid 3449 cubick 
feet, or 52.25 tuns, we will proportion to the 
fcveral weights of liquids following, viz. that 
1 cubick foot of fait water weighs 64.25 pounds^ 
of clear frefti ^ater 62.5 pounds, red wine 
•62.06 pounds, and jbyl olive 57.06 pounds 
Averdupois weight. If fo, 

Then 66 cubick feet, or i tun of merchants 
KUowaace will weighs 

Jf fait water 1 ' - ■ . i 37 3 \% 

Clear frefli water 36 3 9 

Red wine ^ = 36 i 26 

Oyl olive 33 2 14 

It is plain that different folids and liquids 
have different weights, and, by confequence, all 
different cargoes muft vary the fame, as appears 
by the table following : 

P J T^^\. 
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That a hold meafuring 3449 cubick feet 

fun Bun. qu. f* 

Gf fait water is — 98 18 2 14 

Clear frefli water ■- 96 4 a 18 

Red wine ■■ — 95 11 o 13 

Oyl Olive 87 17 o 16 

This account is purely to fatisfy thofe that 
are not acquainted with the nature of thefe 
things, that fo much goods ought to be in the 
hold, as is equal to fuch a weight of Water as 
Tvould fill the hold, and will bring the flup 
down fo far into the water as is limited ; for the 
weight of goods preffes out no more water than 
would fill the hold ; and if the goods are lighter 
or heavier than water of the fame magnitude, the 
fhip will be either too ftifTor too crank, as will 
be demonftrated in its proper place. 

The next thing we confidered was, how much 
all the timber, that bounds the hold from the 
floating-deck to the keel, is lighter than water 
of the fame magnitude. 

The keel, floor-timbers, kelfon, ftem, flcrn- 
poft, dead wood Yore and aft', and ftep of the 
maft, were exaftly meafured, and found to be 
649.5 cubick feet. By the beft experiments 
that have been made *, a cubick foot of found 
dry oak will weigh 58 pounds, by which muU 

* According to Ward's book. 

tiply 
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Sply the faid 649.5 feet, the produft is 37671 
pounds Arerdupois weight, 

tun hun. qu. f. 

Or, — 16 16 1 10 

Efon bolts, gratings, y^. — 01 00 o 00 

Clay abaft 02 00 o 00 

Total 19 16 I 10 



649.5 Gublck feet of Tea 
miter of the fame magni- 
tude of the timber, at 64.25 
pounds each foot 

Two tuns of clay abaft, 1 
being twice as heavy as | 
water of the fame magni- | 
tude, and therefore takes 
up but half the room of 
water, the 7 is 



} 



tun hun$ qu. f. 
x8 la z 10 



01 00 



00 



Total 19 


12 


2 10 


From 19 
Take 19 


16 
12 


1 10 

2 10 


Remains 00 


03 


3 00 



Which is over and above the weight of water. 
P4 The 
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The fpccifick gravity of bodies of the fame. 

magnitude will prefs them downward,, if heavier 

than liquids; and the liquids will prefs them' 

upwards, if lighter. 

£un bun.' qu., pi 
Add the water in the hold 98 |8 2 14 
To the weight over and 1 

above the weight of water J ^ ^ 



The Total 99 oz x 04 

Is the whole weight under the floatingdeck, 
IMT. the true weight a (hip for this purpofe ought 
to have ; and, to be fure, a great deal of care 
muft be taken, that there is but a fmall matter 
of weight added more to the. timber, iron, &rt 
than the weight of water of the fame magoi* 
fude of the timber, 

The next thing we (tonfidered, was the Weight 
of every thing above the floatmgdeck, the 
weight the floop will carry between decks, and 
by confequence how many inches the floating* 
deck will fink under the fuperficies of the 
water on the outfide of the floop, and from 
thence how much water (he will bear between* 
decks before (he wil (ink. 

Firft, the timber, neceffaries, &ff. as the float- 
ing-deck, beams, knees, timbers in the fides, 
timbers in the upper-deck, windlefs, and cheeks, 
\ paulbits, cattheads, capftooj llem^ mafts, yards^ 

rigging. 
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tigei^g% neccffaries, £s?^. were all exaftly 
meafared and weighed. 

All the timbers meafured 1 tun bun. qu. p. 
982 cubick feet, at 58 pounds \2$ 00 2 04 

per foot, is *-— J 

. Cordage, anchors, iron 1 
bolts, meat, drink, coal» (12 >o6 00 o 00 
wen, ^r. weight ^^ J 



Weight in all 31 do 2 04 

jtdly. What weight Jhe wiil carry between decks^ 
and bow many inches the floating deck will fink 
under the fuperjicies of the water on the outfide. 

Length of the deck E D 50 foot, mean 
breadth 16 foot, and depth 6 foot, which muU 
tiplied one by the other, is 4800 cubick fccr, 
and multiplied by 64.25 pounds, the weight of 
a cubick foot of water, the produ^ is 308400 
pounds Avcrdupois, or 137 tuns, 13 hundred, 
Z quarters, and 8 pounds, between-decks E N P D, 

adly, TJ? find how many inches the floating-deck 
E D will fink under the fuperficies of the water 
. on the otitfide. 

Having before found, that between-decks (he 
pieafures 4800 cubick feet of fait water, at 6 
i ^ foot 
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foot deep, then every inch deep muft contaiir 
66.666 cubick feet of fait water^ allowing 64.25 
pounds to a cubick foot, as beforci the weight 
is 38 hundred and 27 pounds on every inch 
deep; now, if 38 hundred and 27 pounds fiok 
the floating deck i inch, then all the timbers^ 
cordage, anchors, fefr. being 31 tuns and 60 
pounds, as before-mentioned, will fink it 16.227 
inches under the fuperficics of the water on the 
out-fide of the middle deck ; that is the floating* 
deck ED in Fig. 5. will be 16.227 inches xuhSm 
water, as £ A or B D. 

The aforefaid E A or BD is 16.227 inches; 
the depth of the arch of the deck thwartfliips it 
4 inches; the f is 2 inches, which 2 inches added 
to 16.227, makes 18.227 inches, the depth of 
the water in the well, as £ C ; then take 18.227 
inches, as L C, from 6 foot as L H, the re- 
mainder is almofl: 54 inches, or 4 foot 6 inches, 
as C H equal to B P, or A N, free board. 

Now (as we proved before, that the hold 
meafured 3449 cubick feet, allowing 66 cubick 
feet to a tun, merchants tunnage), the Fish- 
Pool Sloop is not quite $3 tuns ; and where is 
any fl^ip of her burthen more than 4 foot 6 
inches free board when loaden, befides the 
thicknefs of her upper deck plank, and z inches 
more to the fcupper-holest 
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(^lyi Haw much water the Fish-Pool Sloop 
nuijl take in between-decks, to make herjink^ and 
€onfequentfy whether this Fifli Veffel is as fafe 
as a merchant'tnanj cr lefs dangerous than a 
common Well-boat i 

In order thereunto, we muft find how much 
water flie muft fliip between-decks to make her 
fink. 

We have calculated before, that between* 
decks END? meafures 4800 cubick feet, and 
allowed 64,25 pounds to a foot of fait water, the 
weight is 137 tuns, 13 hundred, 2 quarters, and 
8 pounds : we have likewife before calculated 
that 38 hundred, and 27 pounds weight of water 
will fink her but i inch, then, if i inch require^ 
38 hundred and 27 pounds to fmk it, then 4 foot 
4 inches, the remains of the 6 foot between- 
decks, as B P or A N, will require 99 tuns, 8 
hundred, 2 quarters, and 4 pounds ; fo, by con- 
fequence, Ihe muft (hip fo much water before flic 
can fink ; and if by God's blefling we can keep 
all things clofe in a ftorm, Ihe is a great deal 
fiifcr than any other veflel ; becaufe, if you fpring 
a leak in a merchant-man, ihe muft fink, if you 
cannot keep her free with the pumps \ but in this 
Filh-Veffel, the floating deck being under your 

fect^ 
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feet, the leak may be feen^ and flopped imme- 
diately. 

Farther, we are much fafer than a Well-Boat, 
becaufe all our water is confined like water io a 
bottle, as Fig. 5. E D N P is all dry between 
decks ; the vefTel is funk to A and B on the ou^ 
fide of the fhip ; and if fo, by confequence the 
,water in the well will rife to C Now conlkler- 
tng how the deck fhe fwims on E L D is preflel 
down into the water as deep as E A or D B, how 
is it pofiible, under fuch a confinement, the 
water (hould be tofTed by the fallics of the vtSd 
(occafioned by the furges of the fca), from one 
fide to the other, like a common Well-Boat i 

Jgain^ How can it be, but that there muft 
enfue a conftant fucceffion and frefli fupplies of 
ivater, fmcc fhe hath large gratings before, con- 
taining 360 fquare inches, to let the water to; 
and abaft, gratings of 740 fquare inches, xo let 
the water out ; and the conveniencies of large 
blow-pipes, to vent what air (hall happen to be 
forced in by the rifmgs of the Ycffel in head 
feas. 

But the Well-Boat is of a different nature, 
as in Fig. 6. which reprefents an Englifh Well- 
Boat, A, the mouth of the Well, B, the whole 
body to contain the fifli, P P two bulk-heads, or 
ends of the Well, running- athwartfhipn; fo part 

of 
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df the two fides, and the two bulk- heads or ends, 
fiiake the Well ; C D, all cavity between the 
bulk-heads a id the two extreme ends of the 
boat, to m, ke her boyant. 

It is impoffible fuch a formed veffel as this 
ihould approve itfelf to the examination of thofe 
in this great city, who underftand the nature and 
feafon of things, and whofc bufinefs it is, on a 
diligent enquiry, either to correfl, approve, or 
rejefi it. Which proves it was never calculated 
by art^ but brought to what it is by the long 
and dear coft and experience of fome poor pub- 
Itck-fpirited fi(hermen. 

- For ift, no manner of provifion was made for 
the conveyance of air, without which no creature 
can live. 

2dly, On every fally of the boat, the water 
in the Well muft (hift its place ; and in violent 
feas it fometimes hath forced the hatches open 
which cover the Well, and fometimes breaks 
through the Bulk-heads. 

Befides* this, how uneafy muft the fi(h be in 
liich violent motions, to be battered againft the 
fides of the Well ; and if a calm happen, the 
water having no motion, the fifh muft in a little 
time be fufFocated : and at the very beft, they 
have no relief by fre(h fupplies of water, but by 
the veffers tacking about ; and then, perhaps,. 
thefiihes motion, and ftruggling for life, may 

prc6 
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prcfs out fome filthy flimei through the holes ia 
tbb (ides of the Well« and fo make their fitoatioD 
a little more healthful. 

^e next thing we are to prove is, That water it 

as good, or indeed better lading than any irf 

goods whatfoever. 

Suppofe (fo far as the Ihlp^ finks in the water) 
an imaginary line to go from ftem to ftem; in 
that line lies the Cei>ter of Motion of the fliip) 
and the Center of Grarity not being in the 
Center of Motioni it will defcend till it conies 
under the Center of Motion ; and the farther it 
IS diftant from the Center of Motion^ the molt 
will its weight be, and the nearer, the lefs, fo as 
to render her accordingly more ftiff or more 
crank. 

The Fish-Pool Sloop will carry in her Hold 
99 tuns weight, or 52 tuns of merchants allow- 
ance, reckoning 66 cubick feet to a tun, as hath 
been before proved. 

Fig. 7. Suppcfe a Ship laden with 99 tun weight 
of Lead, and that Jldould lie in the bottom of the 
hoUl^ to the height B C, and equal to the whole 
zvei^kt of Water thai would fill the Hold DEC* 

It is plain here, that A is the center of motion, 
on which the whole body moves ; and every map 

concerned 
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Concerned in fea affairs knows by experience 
(and that fometimes dearly bought too)^ that 
there is a neceflity of raifing the weight of lead 
nearer the center of motion A, by dividing the 
weighty and laying fevcral ranges of billet-wood 
between the like ranges of lead ; or elfe the 
fliip would lie fo ftiff in the fea, that (he could 
nor yield to the wind ; by which oppofition, all 
the mails would be blown down^ or brought by 
die^board^ and the feas would make a high road 
oyer her decks. Which proves, that by fo much 
a« the cargo is heavier than water of the fame 
magnitude, by fo much the Ihip will be ftiffer 
than flie ought to be, and move the heavier 
upon the center of motion A towards D or E ; 
becaufe, the quantity of the lead B C, in the 
bottom of the hold is 99 Tuns, and that of fea 
water of the fame magnitude B C, would be but 
a little above 11 tuns; for, a cubick foot of 
lead IS 707 pounds and 1 3 ounces, and a cubic 
foot of fait water 64 pounds and 4 ounces. 

Fig. 8. Suppofc a Ship laden with 99 funs of 
Sugar as deep as a b, and which loading lies 
nearer the Center of Motion A than the former^ 
Cargo of Lead did. 

By fo much as the cargo of fugar a b D is 
heavier than fea water of the fame magnitude, 

by 
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by fo much (he is too ftifF; becaufc, the magnitude 
of fugar a b D is 99 tuns weight, and water of 
the lame magnitude is but 80 tnns weight; 
therefore the fhip muft be too (tiff, and movei 
the heavier upon the center of motion A to» 
wards B or C. 

Fig. 9. Suppofe a Ship be laden with 99 twu 
weight of lighter Goodsj where a greater fart 
of it mitji be flowed between-decks, or above ti9 
Center ot Motion A, as high as LN, 

Now, by fo much weight as is betwcen-dedu 
A L N, on every fally of the (hip, fo much is 
the weight in the hold APR leffened : for hy 
fo much as the cargo is lighter than water of the 
fame magnitude, by fo much the (hip muft be 
cranker, and be confcrquently more in danger 
to overfct : for, all the light goods that will fill 
the hold and betvveendecks, will weigh but 99 
tuns, which is her real cargo ; and the water 
of the fame magnitude (that is, were the hold 
knd betwecn-decks full of water) would weigh 
X98 tuns; which plainly proves (he hath 99 
tuns weight to affift the wind to overfet her. 
But if the cargo be lighter than water of the 
fame magnitude, and under the center of motion, 
balaft muft be ufed to fink her down to the 
center of motion j but then Ihe will be too ftiflF, 

by 
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by fo much as the balaft is heavier than water 
of the fame magnitude ; as would be the cafe, 
were (he loaded with Tobacco^ or other fuch 
light goods. 

Fig. 10. But if a (hip hath 99 tuns weight 
of fait water in the Hold B A C D, and that 
water be flopped down (as is the cafe of our 
Fish-Pool), it muft needs lie there more equal 
and uniform than any cargo of goods can 
poffibly do ; for it will lie, with regard to the 
motion and fallies of the fhip, jufl: as if it were 
congealed into a folid body of ice of the fame 
weight and magnitude. And it is impoffible 
that any kind of dry goods (not even corn itfelf, 
were her hold full of it, and well caulked down), 
can be flowed fo commodioufly ; neither can 
fuch a (hip, thus moving upon the center of 
motion A, be either too crank or too flifl*. 

What hath been faid about the weight in the 
Hold of a {hip may be demonftrated by a 
balance, and needs not any large explication, 
the properties of the Libra, or balance, being fo 
well known j but, for illuftration, be pleafed to 
obferve, that if the weights at the ends be equal, 
and at equal diftances from the center of motion, 
it will caufe an equilibrium, and the center of 
gravity will be in the center of motion, as /^^^ n, 
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A is the center ; fuppofe B and C equally dit 
tant from the center A, it is plain the beam 
will be horizontal ; but if the weight C be 
flipped to D, the beam mufl of neceffity de- 
cline ; becaufe A D being double the diftance 
of A B, half rhe weight at D will balance B; 
and if the weight be moved to E, being three 
times the diftance A B, one third will balance 
the weight B ; that is, were the weight B 30 
pounds, 10 pounds at E would bring the beam 
to a balance ; that is, the power at E muftbe of 
the fame proportion to the weight B, as. the 
diftance A B is to the diftance A E. 

The following demdnftratibns will farther 
prove what hath been faid of the ponderofity 
of a Ihip^s cargo being nearly or farther off 
from the center of motion; 

Fig. 12* B reprefents the materials above tte 
floating-deck, L the weight of the faid materials 
. 6 tuns, C the lead in the hold, P the weight of 
the faid lead 99 tuns, and A the center of mo- 
tion. Now, fo far as the weight P (being the 
center of magnitude to C) is rcnwved from the 
true center of magnitude h (if the hold was full 
of waver), by fo much the fliip muft be too 
ftiff; for the weight P, being four times and a 
half diftant, more than L, from the center of 

motion 
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iBotion A^ the weight L mufl; be 445 tutis id 
hundred, to poize the Weight P; and how is it 
poi!ible fuch a veffel fliould yield to the wind^ 
to move 445.5 tuns, but all the mafts niuft b^ 
blown by the board ? To prevent which, the 
lead C muft be broken into pafts, and by billet-^ 
.woodj or fome fuch light thing, between, raifed 
to the center A^ 2ls at /, as aforefaid* 

F/f. I3i B reprefents the materials, as afore* 
faid, Lthe weight of the faid materials, T the 
fugar in the hold, P the weight of the fugar, 
and A the center of motion : The weight P being 
99 tuns, and three times farther from the center 
of motion A than L, the weight L muft be 297 
tuns, to balance the weight P of 99 tuns, and 
muft be raifed gradually from Q^to the center 
of motion A, to make her truly boyant. There- 
fore, fo far as the weight P (being the center of 
magnitude to the fugar T) is removed from 
the center of magnitude b, if the hold was full 
of water, by fo much flie muft be too ftiff, and 
ought iikewife to be raifed to the center 0^ 
motion A. 



(5^ a P^e^ 
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Fig. 14. Suppofe a Jhip of 99 tun weight to h 
laden with light goods, that you are forced to 
Jlowfome of her cargo between decks. 

Let V be light goods in the hold, and B part 

of the light goods between-decks, L the weight 

of the goods between- decks, wz. 30 tuns, and 

likcwife the weight of the materials above the 

floating-deck, viz. 6 tuns, which added, makes 

36 tuns, and P the weight of the goods in the 

hold, viz. 69 tuns. Now, fo far as the wei^t 

P is drawn towards the center of motion A, 

from the center of gravity of the goods thtt 

ihould be in the hold, viz. d, by fo much the 

weight of goods between-decks muft be added 

over and above to the weight L, and makes the 

fliip too crank ; for which reafon, balaft muft 

be in the bottom of the hold, to make her 

differ. 

Fig. 15. B reprcfents the materials above the 
floating-deck, L the weight of the materials 
6 tuns, W the water in the hold, P the wdght 
of the water in the hold 99 tuns. This proves 
that the weight P, lying under the center of 
gravity or magnitude <?, or between the center 
of motion A, and the end of the beam or kelfon 
of the ihip 11, the veffel muft be truly boyant, 
2 if 
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if yoil "pitch your deck in a true height from the 
Kelfon, otherwife flie muft be too ftiff or too 
crank. This proves, as before- mentioned, that 
the water in the hold will divide itielf naturally 
into fuch equal parts, from R to the center 
of motion A, as no dry goods can be made to 
conform to. Therefore water is the mod pro- 
per cargo to make a fhip truly boyant ; and in 
all other lading the goods will be either above 
or below the center of motion A. 

Now, when the reader comes to be convinced 
by demonftration, that what has been above 
delivered is matter of fa(ft, I hope there will be 
no room for any farther objedlions. 

I (hall in the next place reprefent this veffel 
in as great ftrefs of weather as I hope (he ever 
will be, and demonftrate that Ihe is then as fafe 
as any fliip whatfoever. 

Fig. 16. A B the upper-deck, p F the float- 
ing deck, L K equal with the fuperficies of the 
water on which Ihe fwims when upright, in 
which is the center of motion o ; E B equal 
with the fuperficies of the water on which flie 
now fwims, heeling down to the fcupper-holes 
of the upper-deck, and pafiing through the 
center of motion o as before ; therefore, fo deep 
as the floating-deck is funk down under water by 

0.3 ^^^ 
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the weight of timber, ifon, rigging, &?r. as D t^ 
or F K, fo deep is the wjiter in the well as G Q t 
Obferve, although all between-decks, as ABDF 
is cavity and dry, and holds 137 tuns, 13 hun- 
dred, 2 quarters, and 8 pounds j yet nevcrthe* 
Jefs, the whole veffel being funk to l^ K, and 
fupported on the outfide by a trapezium of 
water, as before Ihewcd, the real cavity be- 
tween-decks, as LA, KB, nieafures but 95 
tuns, 8 hundred, 2 quarters, and 4 pounds. 

Now,confidering how the veffel is borne down 
pn one fidp, by the fails on the maft C, in ? 
violent ftorm, thp point K, being the height of 
the water on the outfide when upright, will 
\)C preffed under water as deep as B, and 
forms a new horizontal line E O B, on which 
Ihe now fwin^s; and by confequence muft form 
the triano;le 3 B K, whofe bafe K is 8 foot, 
(the I of L K thwartlhips) and the perpen^ 
4icular K B, the depth between-decks, from the 
fupcrficies of the water to the upper- deck, is 4 
fooi 6 inches, whofe fuperficies O K B is 18 
foot ; the length of the Hoop from ftem to ftern 
50 foot, v/hich, n^uUiplied by the fuperficies O 
K B 1 8 loot, makes 900 pubic feet ; which fai4 
900 feet multiplied \)y 64.25, the weight of 4 
cubic foot of fait water, the produd is 57825 
pounds, or 25 tuns, 16 hundred, i quarter and 
^ pounds. iSow let an^ fea- faring man judge 

4 l^9^Y 



OF THE F I S H-P O O L. 231 

how great fuch a dorm muft be, to heel aveflel 
of her burden up to her fcupper-holes, when 
there is almoft 26 tuns of cavity, equal in weight 
to fait water of the fame magnitude, to prefs 
down to B, befides her weight in the hold. All 
the water (by fuch a heel) that is emptied out 
of the hold, is comprehended in the triangle 
E H D ; which is fo inconfiderable, that it is 
not worth taking notice of; becaufe what air is 
taken in at fuch a time will be forced out at the 
air- pipes, when the veffel Tightens again. So 
confidering the condition of this veffel, and of 
another laden with dry goods, wc are as fafe as 
any fliip whatfoever ; for all (hips can but move 
upon the center of Motion ; and when ihe is 
forced by the wind on one fide, fhe can prefs 
no greater weight of water than the cavity (that 
is preffed down under water) will hold. 

The next thing incumbent on us Is to prove, 
that fuch a veffel freighted with water and fifh, 
and a current running through her at command, 
will feel her helm, and fteer as well as any veffel 
whatfoever, if her rudder be made in propor- 
tion to her burthen, and properly fixed. 1 his 
becomes neceffary from a received notion, that 
this veffel, whofe lading is only water and fifh, 
will neither fteer nor fail. 

To obviate this objedion, it mud be well 

underftood, that no fhip will fteer but in a cur- 

0^4 rent 
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rent 10 a contrary direftion ta tliiit of theflnpi 
that is' to fay, the helm muft oppofe or pr^ 
againft the body of water in which the TcflU 
works^ to make her alter her way or courfe. . 

We will confider this, ift^ in a ftandiDg 
water; 2^/k, againft a current; and, ^dljf^ wi^ 
a current. 

Fig. ij. Suppofe D H to be a dancing 
water, and the veffel makes her way from D 
towards H. Now the veffers motion preiSbi 
the rudder B againft the body of water Dy Iqr 
which means the veftel is thruft round at i^ 
ftcrn on the center A. 

2dly^ If, ihe fails againft a current, as, fbp- 
pofe the current runs from H towards D, and 
the vefler ifails from D towards H, if flic makes 
any ot.no way through the current, or fal/s 
a-fterii, yet if her head be to the current, ihe 
will fleer ; becaufe the rudder B prefles againft 
the current H D at D, and turns the veffel in 
the fame manner as aforefaid. 

^dly, Suppofe a veffel fails with a current, as 

from D towards H ; if flic hath not more way 

than the current, flie cannot fteer, becaufe the 

motion of the fliip is flower than the current 

.pf water, which makes it impoifible the rudder 

.p ftioiild prefs any weight of water before it, to 

make 
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make the veflel fleer. But if the Ihip's motion 
be fafter than the current, the rudder B, by its 
moving fafter than the current D H, will coi- 
lc& a weight of water at D, and fteer as before. 

I think it will be prpper to take the Hoop 
(as at Fig. 17.) out of the water, and examine 
where her imperfeftions can be, that fhe will 
not (as reported) fail and fteer as well as any / 
other veflel. Firft, I think it proper to enquire 
into the reafon, according to Nature and Phi- 
iofophy, why any fliip, floop, or other veflel, 
ought to be built broader at the bows than at 
the ftern, and likewife cleaner abaft than before, 
if you intend flie fliall fteer or fail well. 

Suppofe Fig. 18. to be the hull of a Ihip or 
floop. The triangle A is the moft part of it 
dead wood, that is worked and filled up with 
folid timbers, and no thicker than the ftern-poft, 
on which the rudder hangs ; but from thence 
(being (kinned over with plank) it grows wider 
and wider, to the whole breadth of the bulge 
at C, which they call a clean tail ; and from the 
flem at E it is fomewhat cleaned off underneath ; 
that by the Ihip's prefEng forward, her broad 
bows at E will contraft the water, like a cur- 
rent^ to the clean tale at A, and caufe the rud- 
dcy B to prefs agaipft it, which is the caufe of 
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her fleering. This is the cafe of all ihips 
whatfoever. 

Now, in our floop, the water running through 
her in a contrary diredion to that of the floop, 
vents itfelf on each fide of the ftern-poft ; which 
faid current, if the rudder B is on the flarboard 
or larboard tack, mult flrike the faid rudder; 
and by fo much' as the weight and force of 
water prefs out of the hold, and are flopped by 
by the rudder, by fo much the quicker Ihe will 
anfwer her helm. 

But fuppofing (though far from granting) 
that fhe will not fleer fo well with the current 
running through her, we can (upon a lee fliori', 
or any other occafion) immediately flop all the 
fluiccs 'fore and aft', and make her a whole 
vefTel, as of the ordinary form ; and again, 
by opening the fluices, in the fpace of half a 
minute, we can relieve our fifh with a full frefh 
fupply of water. We fay, were it fo (as we 
alTert it is not) it would be great injury to value 
this vefTel like a Well-Boat, wherein fifh cannot 
have frefh fnpplies of water, perhaps, in a 
month or fix weeks together ; and which is no 
other than a vehicle to bring fifh wafling alive, 
and to be delivered fick and decayed, inflead of 
(what is much better) frefh and jufl dead. 

Now farther, as to her failing fo well as ano- 
ther fhip ; the nature of the cargo (water awd 

fifh) 
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fifh) hath been fufEciently explained already, 
{ind (made appear) are in the hold, in regard 
to the ihip, better than dry goods,- and if a fifh- 
vcffel of this kind is built in its true proportion, 
(he Vf'iW fail as well .as any merchantrman what- 
focver; but miftakes and inadvertencies pftcr^ 
happen to veffels, for W4t)t of knowing the true 
rcafon of things ; and particularly why a veffel 
ought to be broader before than abaft, which 
is demonftrated in Fig. 18. Suppqfe D and F 
to be two pyramids, by 2 lines at the ends ; 
force them equally, the pyramid D will movQ 
fafter than F; becaufc the great end mpves or 
forces but little weight of water more than the 
cube of thefquarcat the end doth contain. But 
the pyramid F moves with the point forward, 
like a wedge, prefling as much waier ^$ its owi> 
folid body contains. 

This proy^D how cautious perfons ought to 
be how they pinch-in a vcflel before, and leave 
her too broad abaft ; for certainly nothing can 
be more hurtful to the failing of a ihip, than a 
neglcift in this particular, 

Thus we hope to have fully cleared the fufy 
picipn, which is grounded only oi! the circum- 
ftance of the water pafiing throuj'h her hold, 
that Ihe will not fteer or fail : for ftiL hag, yoq 
fee, an advantage in the current paffing iluoiigh 
^pr, fpr feeling her helm quicker, an<' confe- 
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quently, as we have juft now fliewn, is more 
likely to fteer readily than any other fliip ; if it 
be now remembered alfo that we have before 
proved, that water is a better and fafer lading 
than dry goods, we need only add concerning 
the ftcerage of our floop, that whether our fkil- 
ful and ingenious builders, Mr. French and Mr. 
Williamson, or any other, Ihall build a veffel 
of the common ftrudure, they will be as unable 
to anfwer for her fleering or failing better or 
worfe than any other veffel that fhall be named, 
as they mud be as to one of this fort. From 
alt which it appears, that thiere is nothing par- 
ticularly difadvantageous in our floop, as to her 
capacity for fleering or failing. 

The laft thing we confidered was, how to fup- 
ply the fifti with conftant frefli air and water; 
and to limit the water, fo that the currents 
through the hold fliall be no ftronger at one 
time than at another, by which means the filh 
will" be as eafy in a florm as in a calm. This 
is effedted by fluices in the hold, that flop and 
let go the water through it, to the loth part of 
an inch. But becaufe this is to done by the 
run of the floop, meafured by a log-line, we 
think it proper, in the firft place, to inform you 
what the log-line is that meafures the diftances 
run at fea, and how the knots are knit at their true 

diftances, 
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diftanceSy by which we regulate the flux of 
water into the hold. 

Note^ That the equator is divided into 360 
degrees^ and each degree into 60 parts called 
miles : and the diftance on any meridian is di- 
vided likewife into the fame equal parts as the 
equator, mz. 60 miles or parts to a degree. 
This does not anfwer our Englifh meafure, but 
is neareft the Italian of 5000 Engliih feet to a 
mile, and 60 fuch miles to a degree. But lincc 
it hath been found by Mr. Norwood, by an 
obfervation made between London and York, 
and meafured by a chain between thofe two 
places, found it to be 69 miles, a half, and 14 
foot to a degree of latitude, therefore the fame 
muft be a degree of longitude on the equator. 
Neither could this be true, if the angles on the 
roads were not exaAly taken by an inftrument, 
and by the faid angles and diflances find the 
difference of latitude, and eaft and wefl: meri- 
dian-difiances of the two places, in the nature 
of a fliip's traverfe. 

Now it is believed by moft, that Mr. Nor- 
wood's computation is the bed and trueft that 
ever was made; yet notwithftanding all this, 
moft divide the log- line in fuch proportion as 
before-mentioned, that 5000 Engliih feet make 
yW part, or a mile on the equator. But Mr. 

Nor- 
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Norwdod makes it to be 6116 EnglUh feett6 

^V part, or a mile, on any meridian^ or the 
equator* 

Now conficiering the log-line to be meafured 
by a half-minute glafs, which is the ^^.^ part of 
an hour ; divide Mr. Norwood's mile, vizi 
6116 feet by 120, the quotient is almoft 51 feet 
between knot and knot on the line ; but if yotf 
divide the old calculation^ viz* 5000, by 12O) 
the quotient is but 41.66 feet between knot and 
knot ; but they commonly knit 42, which muft be 
very falfe, or elfe the famous Mr. Norwood was 
out in his obfervationsj which could not well 
be^ if he had good inftruments to take his 
angles, an exadt chain to meafure the diftancesi 
and a quadrant of a large radius for an obfer' 
yation. 

It is by this log-line we govern the current^ 
or the courfe of the water through this floopj 
according to the fliip's way; for, by fomuch as 
Ihe will run fafter Or flower, by fo much is the 
current in the hold fafter or flower* 

Fig. 19. reprefents a circle divided into 8 
parts ; 3, 4> 5> 6j 7, 8, 9, 10, are the knots the 
fliip runs ; A, the hand, to move to thofe 
knots. This circle is fixed betwcen-deeks, over 
the fluices before* At 10 knots the fluices arc 
quite clofe, and will not admit of a gallon of 

water 
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water into the hold in fix hours ; but move the 
hand A backward from 10 to 10, the fluices are 
quite open, and let in the whole current of 
water. If the fhip runs 3, 4, 5, i^c. knots, or 

3 T» ii^ ^^ ^^y ^^ ^^^ ^^^ 5 move the hand A 
to the knots, halves, or quarters, it opens or 
fliuts the lluices with immediate readincfs, and 
is managed with the fame eafe as the hand of a 
clock; without which contrivance the fifh muft 
have had perpetual difturbance, and been driven 
all together^ as in a net, and ftifled for want of 
air. The fluices abaft are likewife clofed or 
opened at pleafure, as we (hall fee convenient. 

We muft defire the world to excufe us from 
difcovering how this contrivance in the hold is 
framed ; for we are conflrained by prudential 
reafotis to conceal it for fome time. 

. It is now our bufinefs to proceed to an expla- 
nation of an engine for carrying fifli alive by 
land, and defcribe the contrivance of it, which 
we conceive to be as well fupported by reafon 
and the laws of mechanifm, as that for the con- 
veyance of filh by fea. 



The 
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TAe Defcription of a carriage to convey Ftjh alivf 
to any part by landj keeping a confiani current 
of warer through it. See fig, 20. 

A, the ciflern to hold the fifli, being 4 foot 
6 inches long, 2 foot 9 inches broad, and the 
whole depth 2 foot 3 inches, but in water i foot 
6 inches; it will hold 138.8 gallons, weight 
1 1 60 pounds, or 10 hundred i quarter and 12 
pounds Averdopois weight ; F, the fountain to 
fupply the ciflern with water, as fall as it is 
pumped up by the wheel of the carriage, being 
2 foot nine inches long, x foot 3 inches broad, 
and I foot 3 inches deep, meafures 32.14 gal- 
lons, wine meafure, weight 268 pounds, or 
2 hundred 1 quarter and 16 pounds Averdupois 
weight ; D, the pump fixed in the ciflern ; E, 
the nozel of the pump ; C, an iron bar fattened 
to the rod of the pump, which faid rod is 
forced up by 3 tappets, fattened to the ftock 
of the wheel, as P, Q, fefr. and B, a large tap, 
to draw out all the old water, when an oppor- 
tunity ferves to fill with frefti. 

Now it is plain, as the carriage is drawn 
along, the motion of the wheels mutt pump the 
water out of the cittern A, which contains the 
filh, into the fountain F, which, by fo much as 
the faid fountain is higher than the cittern, by 

fo 
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fi> much the weight of water muft prefs through 
the fmall boles out of the bottom of the foun« 
tain Fj into the ciflern A^ which muft of ne« 
ceffity keep the water always in motion, to the 
relief of the fifli ; but at all opportunities on 
the road| we (hall draw out, at the tap B^ all 
the ftale water, and fill the fountain and ciftern 
With frelh river or running water. This car- 
riage hath been proved by a carriage made in 
the like forniy wherein were put fmall iifhes, and 
kept there feven weeks ; but when we flopped 
the current for fome time, we found them to 
grow fick, and one of two die ; but when the 
water was put in motion, we could perceive 
thofc ftill living to revive and grow briflc. By 
thi* we concluded, that according to the number 
of fifhes in the cafrriage, the water would fooner 
or later corrupt ; which likewife proves our af- 
fertiod in the Fish-Pool floop. 

We have gone through the illudration and 
proof of our defign, as to the reafonablenefs of 
it ; it remains-only that we fay fomething con- 
cerning its ufefulnefs ; upon which fubjeft, it is 
neither gracefutor neceffary to fay much, but 
the thing fpeaks itfelf; and when we coniider 
what injury is received by tormenting land- 
animats, and how the corruption of their bodies 
is haftened by chafing and driving them, we 
may eafily conceive, that the miferable and 

R palcvful 



242 Sir R. S T E E L E's Account 

painful way, in which filh for a nuich longer 
time, are conveyed in Well- boats, muft have 
fuitable unhealthy effefts : That fo delicious a 
food as that of fca-animals, brought alive and 
in health to our very kitchens, wherever we re- 
fide, cannot but be as welcome and beneficial 
to all mankind, as well as fortunate to the un« 
dertakers, as any invention that has been brought 
into praftice for many ages. 

Neither can this defign have any ill confe* 
quences upon the Fishing Trapb in general; 
fince all men, upon very eafy terms, may be 
admitted into the ufe of this machine^ in fucb 
a manner, as that the perfons already engaged 
in it may have no reafon to complain, and all 
the reft of the world have very great and unex- 
peded benefit by it. 

The lowering the price of fifh will abun* 
dantly make up to the fellers of it, by the much 
greater number of purchafers ; and if a man gets 
ten pound by felling what coft him five, to 
twenty people, he will be in a better condition, 
than when he made fcven pounds of five, by 
felling the commodity which coft him that furo^ 
to fifteen, ten, or five perfons : for it is certain, 
that when a better commodity can be had for a 
lower price, the number of new purchafers will 
more than make up for the abatement of the 
price formerly given by a few. 

2 But 
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But notwithftanding the plain proof of the 
reafonablenefs of this defign, which has been 
here made in theory, and the praftice of it in 
little experiments ; we muft not expeft the 
world will be fully convinced of the truth and' 
ufefulnefs of it, till we have aftually prefented 
them with fij(h imported in great quantities this 
way. But we thought it incumbent upon us to 
explain ourfelvcs before we expofed men to the. 
hazard of the feas on fo new a projedlion : for 
ftould it fo happen (which God forbid !) that this 
veflel Ihould Come to any difafter in circum- 
fiances which would be equally dangerous to 
any veffel of the ordinary ftrufture; it would 
be attributed to the novelty of her make, and 
never acknowledged, that any other Ihip in that 
_ fituatioD would have equally fufTered. 

But it is time to fear that we are falling into 
the natural infirmity of being tco fond of our 
own produ^ons ; we therefore (begging leave 
to annex the patent which his Majefty has 
been gracioully plcafed to give for the ufe of 
this invention for the ordinary term in fuch 
cafes) fubmit the whole matter, with great hu- 
ffliiity^ to the confideration of the publick. 
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GEORGE R. 

GEO R G E, by the Grace of God, fe?^. To 
all to whom thefe Prefents (hall come, 
Greeting. 

Wh£r£as our trufly and well-beloyed fub- 
jeft, Sir Richard Steele, Knt. hath^ by bh 
petition, humbly reprefented unto us, tbat be 
has, for fome years laft pad, turned the intention 
and bent of his thoughts and ftudies to the good 
and fervice of the publick ; and that he has, 
from much fearch, enquiry, and converfation, 
among fundry artifts^ artificers, and perforts of 
learning, at great expence, invented a certain 
vcffel, which, by the ftrudture thereof/can bring 
fifli, wherever caught, to any diftant place, alive 
and in health ; which will greatly contribute to 
the general good of all our fubjeds ; humbly 
praying us to grant him our royal letters' pa« 
tents, for the fole ufe and benefit of his faid in« 
vention for the fpace of fourteen years: Knom 
yCy That We (being willing to give encourage^ 
ment to arts and inventions that may be of pub* 
He ufe and benefit), of our cfpccial grace, 
certain knowledge, and meer motion, have given 
and granted, and by thefe prefents, for Us, our 
heirs and fucceflbrs, do give and grant, unto the 
faid Sir Richard Steele, his executors, ad- 
minillrators, and afligns, efpecial licence, full 

power, 
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power, fole privilege and authority, that He the 
(aid Sir Richard Steele, his executors, admi- 
ftratorSy and aflSgns, and every of them, by him- 
fclf or themfelves, or by his deputy or deputies, 
fervants or agents, or fuch others as he the faid 
Sir Richard Steele, his executors, admini- 
ftrators, or affigns, (hall at any time agree with, 
and no others, from time to time, and at all 
times hereafter, during the faid term of fourteen 
years, Ihall and lawfully may exercife, work, 
ufe and enjoy, the faid new invention of making 
and ufing fuch vefTcl or veffels aforefaid, which, 
by the ftruSure thereof, can bring fifli, where- 
ever caught, to any didant place alive and in 
health, in fuch manner as to him the faid Sir 
Richard Steele, his executors, adminiftrators, 
and affigns, or any of them, ihall in their dif* 
cretions feem meet : And that he the faid bir 
Richard Steele, his executors, adminiflra- 
tors, and affigns, ihall and may have and enjoy 
the whole profit, benefit, commodity, and advan- 
tage, from time to time coming, growing, ac* 
cruing, and fo arifing, by reafon of the faid in- 
vention ; to have, hold, exercife, and enjoy the 
faid licence, powers, privileges, and advantages 
herein before mentioned, to be hereby granted 
unto the faid Sir Richard Steele, his exe- 
cutors, adminiftrators, and aifigns, for and dur^- 
ing and unto the full end and term of fourteen 
U 3 >i^'\\'i 
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years from the date of thcfe prefents, next and 
immediately enfuing, and fully to be compleat 
and ended, according to the ftatute in that cafe 
made and provided. And to the intent that the 
faid Sir Richard Steele, his executors, admi- 
iiiftrators, and affigns, and every of them', may 
have and enjoy the full benefit and advantage, 
and the fole ufe and exercife of the faid inven- 
tion, according to our gracious, intention herein 
before declared, We do, by thefe prefents, for 
Us, our heirs and fucceffors, require and ftriftly 
command all and every perfon and perfonSi 
bodies politic and corporate, and all other our 
fubjcSs whatfoever, of what eftate, quality, 
degree, name, or condition foever thiy be, within 
that part of our faid kingdom of Great Britain 
called England, our dominion of Wales, and 
town of Berwick upon Tweed, that neither they 
nor any of them, at any time, during the faid 
term of fourteen years, either diredtly or indi- 
fcdliy, do make, ufe, exercife, or put in prac- 
tice, the faid invention, or any part of the fame, 
fo attained unto by the faid Sir Richard Steelf, 
as aforefaid ; or Ihall in any wife counterfeit, 
imitate, or refemble the fame ; nor Ihall make 
or caufe to be made any addition thereto, or 
fubftraftion from the fame, whereby to pretend 
himfclf or themfelves the inventor or inventors, 
devifor or devifors thereof, without the licence, 

confcnt, 
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confenty or agreement of the faid Sir Richard 
Steele^ his executors, adminiftrators, or affigns, 
ia writing under his or their hands and feals 
firft had and obtained in that behalf, upon fuch 
pains and penalties as can or may be juftly in* 
flifi:ed on fuch offenders, for their contempt of 
this our royal command; and farther^ to be 
anfwerable unto the faid Sir Richard Steele^ 
bis executors^ adminiftrators, and afligns, ac« 
cording to law, for all damages which he or 
they Ihall or may fuftain thereby. And more- 
over^ we do by thefe prefents, for Us, our heirs 
andlucceflbrs^ will and command all and (ingu- 
lar our juftices of the peace, mayors, Iheriffs, 
bailiffs, conftables, headboroughs, and all other 
officers and minifters whatfoever, of Us, our 
.ieirs and fucceffors for the time being, that 
th$y or any of them do not or ihall not at any 
time hereafter, during the faid term hereby 
. granted, in any wife moleft, trouble, or hinder 
.the faid Sir Richard Steele, his executors, ad* 
-miniftrators, or afligns, or any of them, or his, 
their, or any of their deputies, fervants, or 
agents, in or about the exercife of the faid in-« 
vention, or any thing relating thereunto. Pro^ 
midei always^ and thefe our letters patents are 
-and ihall be upon this condition, That if at any 
lime durbg. the faid term hereby granted, it 
}l4 fliall 
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Ihall be made appear to Us, our heirs or fucm 
ceflbrs, or any fix or more of our or their privy- 
cou|icil| that this our grant is contrary to faiw» 
or prejudicial or inconvenient to our fubjeds ill 
general ; or that the iaid invention in not a new 
invention, as to the public ufe and exercife 
thereof, within that part of our £iid kbgdom 
of Great-Britain called England, our dominioa 
of Wales, and |:own of Berwick upon Tweed, 
or not invented and found out by the iatd Sir 
Richard Steele, as aforefaid^ Then, upoti 
iignification and declaration thereof, to be made 
by Ts, our heirs or fucceflbrs, under our or 
their fignct or privy- feal, or by the ]U>rd9 and 
others of our or their privy council, or any fix 
or more of them, under their hands ; thefe our 
letters patents fliall forthwith ceafe, determine^ 
and be utterly void to all intents and purpoles, 
any thing herein before contained to the con* 
trary in any wife notwithftanding. Provided 
alfo, that thefe our letter^ patents, or any thbg 
herein contained, ihall not extend or be con^ 
ftrued to extend to give privilege to the faid 
Sir Richard Steele, his executors, adcoini- 
ftrators, or affigns, or any of them, to ufe, or 
imitate, any invention or work whatfoever, 
which hath heretofore been found out, or in- 
yented, by apy other of oqr fubjeds whatfo- 
ever. 
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ever, and publicly ufed or enjoyed within that 
part of our kingdom of Great Britain called 
England, our dominion of Wales, and town of 
Berwick upon Tweed, unto whom like letters 
patents, or privileges, have been already grant* 
ed» as aforefaid; Our royal will and pleafure 
being, that fucb other our fubjeds, and the faid 
Sir Richard Steele, his executors, admini* 
ftrators, and afligns, fhall diftin&ly lafe and 
pradife their feveral inventions, by them in- 
vented and found out, according to the true 
btent and meaning of the fame refpedive let- 
ters patents, and of thefe prefents. And laftly^ 
We do by thefe prefents, for Us, our heirs and 
fucceflbrs, grant unto the faid Sir Richard 
Steele, his executors, adminiflrators, and af- 
figns, that thefe our letters patents, or the en- 
rollment thereof, Ihall be in and by all things 
good, firm, valid, and efTediual in the law ; and 
fhall be taken,. conftrued, and adjudged in the 
moft favourable and beneficial fenfe, and for 
the bcft advantage of the faid Sir Richard 
Steele, his executors, adminiflrators, and 
affigns, as well in all courts of record as eife- 
where, and by all and fingular the officers and 
minifters whatfoever, of Us, our heirs and fuc- 
ceflbrs, within that part of our faid kingdom 
pf Great Britain called England, our dominion 

of 
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of Wales, and town of Berwick upon Tweed, 
and amongft all and every the fubjeds of Us, 
our heirs, and fuccelTors whatfoever and where- 
foever ; notwitb (landing the not full and certain 
defcribing the nature and quality of the faid 
invention, or of the materials thereto conducing 
and belonging. In Witnefs^ &c. 

Witnefs, 6f r. 
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*^* ** In 1 7 1 8- 1 9, a controverfy was agitated, 
with great vehemence, between thofe frttnds of 
long continuance, Addison and Steele. It 
may be afkcd, in the language of Homer, what 
power or what caufe could fet them at variance. 
The fubjea of their difpute was of great im« 
portancc. The earl of Sunderland pro{)ofc4 
an aft called the Peerage Bill, by whicfethc 
nj^naber of peers Ihould be fixed, and the king 
reftrained from any new creation of nobility, 
unlefs when an old family ihould be extind. 
To this the lords would naturally agree ; and 
the king, who was yet little acquainted with hb 
own prerogative, and^ as is now well known, 
almoft indifferent to the poffeffions of the 
crown, had been periuaded to confent. The 
only difficulty was found aniong the commons, 
who were not likely to approve the perpetual 
cxclufion of themfelves and their pofterity. The 
Vill therefore was eagerly oppofed, and among 
others by Sir Robert Walpole, whofe fpeech 
was publiflied. The lords might think their 
tJignity diminiflicd by improper advancements, 
and particularly by the introduftion of twelve 
new peers at once, to produce a majority of 
Tories in the laft reign ; an aft of authority vio- 
lent enough, yet certainly legal, and by no 
means to be compared with that contempt of 

national 
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national right, with which fome time after- 
wards> by the inftigation of Whiggifm, the 
commons^ chofcn by the people for three years, 
chofe themfelves for feven. But, whatever 
might be the difpofition of the lords, the people 
had no wifli to increafe their power. The ten- 
dency of the bill, as Steele obfcrved in a letter 
to the carl of Oxford; was to introduce an Arit 
tocracy, for a majority in the houfe of lords, {o 
limited, would have been defpotick and irrc- 
fiftible. To prevent this fubverfion of the an- 
cient eftablilhmcnt, Steele, whofe pen readily 
fecond<sd his political paflSons, endeavoured to 
alarm the nation by a pamphlet called the Ple- 
beian. To this an anfwer was publifhed by 
Addison under the title of the Old Whig, 
in which it is not difcovered that Steele 
was then known to be the advocate for the Com- 
mons. Steele replied by a fecond Plebeian; 
and, whether by ignorance or by courtefy, con- 
fined himfelf to his queftion, without any per- 
fonal notice of his opponent. Nothing hitherto 
was committed againft the laws of friendfliip, 
or proprieties of decency ; but controvertifts 
cannot long retain their kindnefs for each other.. 
The Old Whig anfwered the Plebeian, and 
could not forbear fome contempt of Utile Dicky ^ 
whofe trade it was to write pamphlets. Dicky 
however did not lofe his fettled veneration for 

his 
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his friend ; but contented himfelf with quoting 
fome lines of Cato, which were at once de- 
teftion and reproof. The bill was laid afide 
during that feffion ; and Addifon died before the 
next, in which its commitnaent was rejeded by 
two hundred fixty-five to one hundred fevchty- 
fcven. Every reader furely muft regret that 
thefe two illuftrious friends, after fo many years 
pad in confidence and endearment, in unity of 
intereft, conformity of opinion, and fellowihip 
of ftudy, fhould finally part ia acrimonious 
oppofition. Such a controverfy was Bellum pbif" 
quam civile^ as Lucan expreflfes it. Why could 
not fadion find other advocates ? But, among 
the uncertainties of the human ftate, we are 
doomed to number the inftability of friendfhip. 
Cf this difpute I have little knowledge but 
from the Biographia Britannica^ The Old Whig 
is not inferted in Addifon's works, Tior is it men«* 
tiOned by Tickcll in his Life. Why it w^' 
omitted the biographers doubtlefs give the true 
reafon ; the fa<ft was too recent, and thofe who 
had been heated in the contention were not yet 
cool." Dr. Johnson. 
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T H E- P L E B E I A N, 

By a Member of the Houfe of Commons. 
!5^**L Saturday, March 14, 1718-19. 

Considerations upon the Reports 
relating to the peerage. 

^* — Hoc miferae Plebi — commune Sepulchnim." 

HoR. I Sat. viii. lo* 
In this detefted ground 
A common tomb the vulgar found. Franc is« 

AL L men in high flations have their ene- 
mies, who are ready to fuggeft on every 
6ccafion whatever may tend to leflen their credit, 
and make them odious to the publick. The 
perfons at prefent in great authority have been 
purfued by this Evil Spirit ; but it would be 
unjuft to give too eiafy belief to the infinuations 
;)f malicious people. At the beginning of this 
feffion it was reported with much affurance, that 
a wonderful difcovery was made, that all the 
charters of England were forfeited into the hands 
6f the Crown ; and this happy incident, as they 
called it, was to afFord an opportunity of intro- 
ducing a kw niuch for the public fervice. But 
this was fo far from being true, that the bill 
rt'hich came down from the houfe of Peers was 

a con- 
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a confirmation of the charters^ without fo much 
as a declaration of any forfeiture. Perhaps it 
might have been true, that feme little^ lawyer 
had found out fome mean chicane in law, worthjr 
enough of the purfuit of fuch a perfon, in a 
private corporation-fquabble ; but fuch a projed^ 
in order to a univerfal forfeiture, could never. 
have weight with any judicious man whatever. 
Nobody could be fo very a novice in bufinefs, 
or fo extravagant in politicks, as to put bii 
Majefty upon an undertaking, which cootri- 
buted more towards the ruin of king James, 
than any one thing, or perhaps than every thing 
clfe befides. When this report was blown ovcTj 
the next thing infinuated to the publick was a 
defign of making a jeft of what juftice has been 
accidentally done to the nation, by repealing the 
attainder of one of the greateft offenders of the 
late reign. It is very certain no fuch attempt 
will be now made. There has been a juft in- 
dignation (hewn already at the bare mention of 
it, and it is unfair to charge any particular per- 
fon with having had any fuch intention ; much 
kfs ihould a fcandalous difcourfe gain credit, 
that any gr^at officer belonging to his Majefty 
would correfpond abroad with an attainted fu- 
gitive, intercede for him at home, and even 
j>roftitute the character of an ambalTador fo low, 
as to become the meflenger of a traitor. Thefe 
4 two 
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two unjuft accufations were laid at the door of 
{otne great people at the beginning, and to- 
wards the middle of this feffion ; and now at the 
end of it, the publick is alarmed at the report of 
another defign of a more dangerous nature than 
either of thofe already mentioned. But as 
thofe former reports have not proved true, fo I 
idoubt not but this will likewife vanifli in the 
fame manner. However, as I was ready to have 
appeared in publick on either of the former 
occafions, if there had been a neceCGty for it ; 
fo, if I am a little more forward in the prefenc 
aflfair^ I hope the importance of it will juftify 
me : and if Ifhould lofe my labour, I Ihall how- 
ever (hew that good intention for the fervice of 
my Sovereign and my fellow-fubjedts with which 
I have always expofed myfelf at a dangerous 
crifis. 

It is affirmed by fome people, that a bill will - 
be offered to the Houfe of Commons, in which 
the prefent 1 6 Peers of Scotland are to be made 
hereditary, to the exclufion of their eledlors, 
and 9 more added upon the fame foot ; and 6 
more are to be added to the number of Englifh 
peers ; and then the Crown is to be reftrained 
from making any new Lords but upon the ex- 
tinfiion of familes. 

At firft fight, this propofal muft appear very 
ihocking ; it carries with it fo gre^t «ci iXxet- 

S ^Xvow 
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ation of the conftitution ; it implies fo direft a 
breach of the Union, and of natural jufticc; and 
encroaches fo much upon the prerogative of the 
Crown. 

As to what relates to the Scottilh Peerage, I 
,mufl: confefs I am at a lofs to fay any thing to 
it. If the moft folemn contraft betwixt two. 
Nations is to be violated ; if perfons are to be 
deprived of their right without being heard, 
and without any pretence of forfeiture ; if thpft, 
who have a power intruded to them by their 
principals only for a few years, can feize it to 
themfelves and their pofterity for ever 5 what 
ufe will be made of power fo acquired, I leave 
every one to judge. 

The (hutting up the door of the Houfe^of 
Lords, in the manner talked of, cannot but 
prove a great difcouragement to virtuous adtions, 
to learning and induftry, and very detrimental 
to the Houfe of Peers itfelf, by preventing fuch 
frequent fupplies from going into it as the na« 
ture of fuch a body requires ; for want of which, 
it may in time become corrupt and offenfivc, 
like a ftagnated pool, which hitherto has been 
preferved wholefome and pure by the frclh 
flreams that pafs continually into it. 

I am not unaware that it will be faid, fhat 
the frequent extm£iions of fa?niUes will falve thii 
inconvenience y and make room for the rewarding of 

Meril^ 
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Merit. But this expedient, I fear, is not much 
to be depended on ; for the uncertainty of the 
time when the Crown will have any fuch power, 
will make it much the fame as if it was never 
to have it at all. Befides, it is to be confidered, 
that the patrons of this propofal argue vehe- 
meotly for it, on account^ that this will be a means 
to eafe the Crown from the great importunity of 
Pretenders to Peerage. If fo, it is certain in 
what manner they will proceed in all vacancies, 
which will be by filling them up inftantly; or 
elfe the inconvenience would be increafed as to 
importunity, and not diminiflied. This being 
the cafe, it is very evident by what fort of people 
thofe vacancies will be fupplied ; undoubtedly 
by the creatures and relations of thofe Peers 
who have at that time the greateft influence in 
the Houfe, and whofe requefts to the Throne 
will very much refemble demands ; and this 
honour, in all probability, will only be thought 
proper for their own families. An inftance of 
this we have in the diftindtion of the Garter. 
At the firft inflitution of that order, and till of 
late years, feveral Commoners had the honour 
(as the reward of merit) to be of that noble 
body : but at prefent it would be looked upon 
as a high prefumption in any Commoner to pre- 
tend to it, let his fcrvices be never fo great. 

S 2 BxiX 
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But another confequence, of a much higher 
nature, attending the limitation of the number 
of Peers, is the danger there will be of chang- 
ing the Conftitution by this means into an Arit 
tocracy ; and this may at any time in fuch cafe 
be efFefted by the confederacy of two or three 
great families, which would form fuch a body 
amongft the Lords as the Crown would not be 
able to controul. That this kind of government 
is one of the worft forts of flavery, is too well 
known to be difputed. In a Democracy a great 
many different perfons may come to have afliare 
of power by feveral incidents ; but in the other 
ftate it is birth only that entitles to fuperiority; 
and the milk fuch Nobles are nurfed up with, 
is hatred and contempt for every human creature 
but thofc of their own imaginary dignity. 

Thefe being fome of the inconveniences and 
hazards which naturally occur upon this pro- 
pofal, let us fee what are the advantages which 
on the other hand, it is faid, will flow from it. 

Firji^ " That this will be a bar upon the 
** Crown, and prevent the King upon the throne 
^* from flinging-in a great number of Lords on 
^^ a fudden, only to anfwer a prefent purpofc, 
^' as the late Queen once did." 

Secondly^ *^ That it will be a means to keep 
^^ property or great eftates in the Houfe of 

^« Cora- 
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•^ Commons, from whence they are generally 
** drawn out into the Houfe of Peers.'* 

Thefe are faid to be fuch plain Whig-points, 
AS no Whig can oppofe, 

Whiggifm, if I underftand it aright, is a de- 
fire of Liberty, and a fpirit of Oppofition to all 
^exorbitant Power in any part of the Confti- 
tution. Formerly the danger on this account 
.was from the Crown ; but fince the Habeas 
Corpus Aft, and the many Reftraints laid upon 
the Crown in King William's Time, and the 
great and numerous Limitations of the Suc- 
iccffion Adls, the Prerogative of the Crown is re- 
duced fo I0W9 that it is not at all dangerous to 
this Commons. Eefides, the Crown has fre- 
quent occafions for the affiftance of the Com- 
mons ; but the Lords never. The Lords are 
judges of the property of the Commons in the 
laft refort ; and even in cafes where they them- 
felves are concerned, they have their actions de 
Scandalis Magnatum, and exercife a power of 
imprifoning, not confined within any very cer- 
tain boundaries. And therefore the chief cir- 
cumfpeflion of the Commons ought to be em- 
ployed at prefent, that thofe who have fo much 
power already do not get more than the Com- 
mons will be able to withftand in any manner. 
I confefs the making a great number of Lords 
pn a fudden has one incQnvei^ience ; ix. iivvj ^^q»- 

S 3 N^^"^ 
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vent fome good to the publick, but cannot do 
any great hurt, and is more grievous in its con- 
fequences to the Crown than to the People. 
The. increafing the number of Peers is alwayl 
to be wiflied for by the Commons, becaufe the 
greater their number, the lefs confiderable thcjr 
become, and the lefs within the influence <rf 
Court favours ; by which means alone Minifters 
are kept in awe, and remain in a -fitvfation of 
being called to account for their adions. Were 
it otherwife, they would be out of the reach of 
any accufation. They would know exadly bjr 
whom they were to be tried, and their Judges 
might be their accomplices. And fliould this 
once come to be the cafe, what might they not 
attempt with impunity ? 

On the other hand, if their Lordfhips com- 
plain of the great number of Peers as a grievance 
to themfelves, why are they defirous any more 
fliould be made ? If twelve at once was fo bad 
a precedent, what is fifteen, taking it in one 
light ? what is thirty -one, if you take it in 
another ? 

If, at the Union, fixteen Scottilh Noblemen 
were found to be a juft proportion to reprcfent 
their whole Nobility, what has happened fince, 
to give reafon to increase their number to twenty- 
five ? Why may they not as well a few years 
hence, efpecially if the head of a clan is to be 

taken 
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taken in, who may not like the fet of Nobles 
at that time, demand to be made fifty, to 
give his followers the majority ; and fo from 
time to time continue to play the game into 
each other's hands, as long as there is one Noble- 
man left in Scotland, or any Civil Lift in 
England ? If the Commoners of England are to 
be excluded from the Houfe of Lords, why are 
they not excluded forthwith ? It cannot be iup- 
pofed that titles in petto are kept on purpofe to 
bribe perfons of confequence in the houfe of 
Commons, to drive fuch a bill through that part 
of the Legiilature. ' 

Upon the foot the Conftitution has fubfifted 
many years, the Crown, in all great emergencies 
relating immediately to itfelf, has been able to 
fence againft the Lords by adding to their 
nuidber, and againft the Commons by diflb- 
lutions ; and in like manner in cafes of difference 
betwixt the two Houfes. But if fuch a law as 
is mentioned above fhould be made, and any 
difierence happen hereafter betwixt the Crown 
and the Houfe of Peers, or betwixt the Two 
Houfes of Parliament, the Crown may not have 
it in its power to influence the Lords in relation 
to the Commons. And therefore it mufl be the 
inevitable confequence of fuch a misfortune, 
that both the Crown and the Commons muft 
fubmit to the Lords. In former times, the 

S 4 ^tt^^^& 
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greateft art and care of the Crown and Mi- 
nifters ufed to be the preventing of jealoufies 
and differences betwixt the two Houfes. This 
popofal, I fear^ would be raifing an implacable 
animofity and hatred^ fcarce ever to be recoa* 
ciled, ) 

The great advantage that the number of their 
body cannot be increafed, is at prefent the moft 
valuable privilege of the Commons , and the 
only thing that makes them coniiderable, . Thp 
Lords are poffefled of many great privileges that 
they will not permit the Commons to ihare with 
them ; and therefore the Commons would be 
. highly wanting to themfelves, if they ihould 
add this advantage likewife to the Lords, which 
is the only one that they enjoy diftipd from 
them. 

It has been ufed as an argument, by fome 
people, for the increafing the number of the 
JLiords, " That the Crown formerly increafed the 
•* number of the Commons, in particular ia 
♦* Queen Elizabeth's reign/' But I defire it.may 
be underftood, that the fending members to Par- 
liament at that time was not deiired as a favour, 
but impofed as a burden. Queen Elizabeth 
eredted feveral new corporations; but then the 
reafon for it was, flie relieved feveral antient and 
decayed ones from fending any Members at all. 

And 
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fluid how little this refembles the prefent cafe is 
:afiJy perceived. 

The other advantage, which it is faid will 
iccrue from this propofal, is, " That it will be 
^^ a means to keep property amongft the Com- 
^ mofts." 

I cannot fee that there is occafion for fo ex- 
traordinary a ftep as this is, and accompanied 
with fo Qiany evils, to procure us this alTurancc. 
Property or wealth in every age flows fafter back 
to the Commons by the extindlion of families, 
but much more by the want of oeconomy in the 
Peers, than it is drawn from them by the pro- 
Enodons of the Crown. Befides, we fee eftates are 
often cxtinft before families ; and property is 
very rarely increafed in the Houfe of Peers. 
Indeed, if a reflraining bill fliould pafs, I do not 
doubt but it would foon be followed with a bill 
to prevent Lords from alienating their eftates, 
fpr which many plaufible reafons are to be pro* 
duced ; and then, without all difpute, the ba- 
lance of property would be foon turned on the 
fide of their Lordfhips. 

Thefe are all the arguments I have heard for 
this fuppofed bill; which is neither a Whig nor 
a Tory point, but would be a fcheme that might 
hereafter fet up fome Nobles above the Crown 
and the Commons both. For as to what is 
commonly faicj. That the Lords would get no- 
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thing, no new power would be added to them by 
this means ; I beg leave to ftate this matter in 
a proper light. Suppofc the balance to be now 
even betwixt the Lords and the Crown, as itcer- 
rairfy is, or elfe the Conftitution would not fub- 
fift in quiet ; is it not plain to the moft comnion 
capacity, that when two fcales are upon an equal 
poife, if you take any weight out of one of 
them, you give the advantage to the other, with- 
out putting any thing into it ? 

How dangerous it may prove to vary the 
balance of power in a limited Monarchy, we may 
learn from the ruin of one of the beft -founded 
Grovernments amongft theAntients, The ori- 
ginal power, the Ephori, in the Lacedflemonian 
ftate, were invefted with, befides that of being 
part of the Legiflature, was chiefly the determin- 
ing law-matters relating to private contrads, and 
fuch-like bufinefs. In the abfence of their Kings 
they compofed the Regency : " Regum ab* 
*^ fentum vicarii erant,'' is the expreflion made 
ufe of by Crags, de Rep. Lac. p. 76. But 
afterwards, upon the diminution of the Regal 
authority (which indeed was voluntarily com- 
plied with by their King, as I jfhall (hew by and 
by), their power grew immenfe, ** Eorum po- 
" teftas in immenlbm aufta eft/* Crags, ibid. 
They adminiflered every thing of confc- 
quencc : they difpofed of the public treafurc : 

they 
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:hcy influenced the aflembly of the people, and 
nade them vote for peace or war, as they thought 
Bt; ** Concionem populi regebant; bellum pa- 
'* cemque concionis fufFragiis fcifcebant." Ubbo 
Emius, de Rebus Graecis, p. 293. They made or 
broke treaties; they raifed or difbanded the army. 
[n fine, they had or ufurped the right of reward- 
ing or punilhing whom and when they pleafed. 
At laft they took upon them to dethrone, or 
imprifonj or execute, their Kings themfelves. 
Theopompus, King of Sparta, was advifed 
againft giving way to the diminution of the royal 
dignity, by which the power of thofe Magift rates 
grew fo great : but he declared he did it, to 
fettle the government by that means upon a 
more lafting foundation ; •* ut diuturniorem 
*• potejdatem relinqueret.'* Crags, p. 74. 

This unwary ftep proved fatal both to the 
Crown and the People, and ended in the ruin 
of the Cunftitution. Theopompus was one of 
the moft virtuous, mod moderate, and mod 
gracious Princes amongfl: all the Spartan Kings. 
It appeared evidently by this very inftance of 
his willingn^fs to part with the power of the 
Crown for the good of his People : but for that 
very reafon the People fliould not have fuffcred 
the authority of the Crown to have been weak- 
ened ; but Ihoiild rather have added to it, f?nce 
power could not be lodged any where elfe fo 
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much for their fafety and advantage. When 
the Prince had no longer force enough to re- 
flrain the many-headed Spvweignty, it bore 
down all that flood in its way, as we have heard ; 
and in the end grew fo infupportable, that the 
People, to be delivered from fo vile a llavery, 
fubmitted to the ufurpation of a private perfon, 
who, to the fatisfadlon of revenging them upott 
their oppreflers, added this fingle aft of grace : 
he wiped off all the public debts at once ; 
*' ut plebem demulferet, as alienum univerfum 
•' dclevit/* Emmius, p. 349. " Et refpublica 
•* in Tyrannidem converfa eft." Crags, p. 72. 

Thofe who are defirous to confult the Author 
himfelf, whom I have chiefly quoted on this oc- 
cafion, muft have recourfe to his book erf the 
Lacedemonian government, printed 1593, ^P^^ 
Petrum Santandreanum, It appears by the dedi- 
cation of this treatife, that he was a follower of 
the firft minifter of the Court of Denmark, upon 
whom he folely depended to make his fortune, 
** tuo patrocinio falus mea conftituta," Ep, Ded. 
The character Ubbo Emmius (a great Lawyer 
of that age, who was a fort of rival to my 
Author) gives of Crags, is. That he was a per- 
fon of great boldnefs and induflry, *« aufu & 
** induftria,'' Pref- to De Reb. Graec, but not fo 
happy in his judgment. But, begging pardon 
for this digreffion, which is only intended for 
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the curious, and to return to my fubjeft. There 
are other and more modern inftances, and living 
Hiftorians of our own, who can fatisfy us, that 
too great a power in the hands of the Nobility 
has brought on the ruin of many free nations. 
This was the cafe of Sweden a few years ago, as 
appears plainly from the very ingenious labours 
of a venerable Prelate * of the prefent houfe of 
Peers, This was the cafe of Denmark, of which 
a very accurate account has been given by a 
noble Lord f of a neighbouring kingdom, a 
member of the Houfe of Commons, Nothing 

♦ Dr. John Robinfon^ at tliat time Bilhop of London, had in Km 
younger dap been a confiderable time Envoy at the Couit of Sweden j 
and pobliihcd ** The Hiftoiy of Livonia" in 1706. See further partica- 
hra of him in *• Bilhop AttefxIjury's Epiflolary Correfpondenoc^ 
" 1789," vol.1, p. 436. 

f Robert Lord Vifcount Molefworth was fent Envoy extraordinarf 
to Denmark, by King \Villi:im in 1692. After a refidonce of three 
yean, ibme particulars in his condu6l difobliging his Danish Majefly, lie 
was lortiid the Court. Pretending bufinefs in F latidcrs, he retired thither 
witboot any audience of leave, and came from thence home : wliere In 
was no fooner arrivcil, than he drew up " an Account of Denmailci'* 
ill which he reprcfcnted the government «.f ihat country to be arbitraiy 
and tyrannicaL Tins piece was greatly refented l>y Prince George of 
Denmarki confort to the Princefs, afterwards Queen Anne ; aiui 
Schecly the Danilh Envoy, firft prefenttd a memorial to King William, 
oompbdaing of it, and then furniihed matei ials for an anfvvcr, which 
was ekecuted by Dr. William King of the Commons. From King's 
account it appears, that Molcfworth's oflfence in Denmark was, liis 
boMly pretending to fome privileges, which, by the cuftom of the 
coontiy, are denied to every bo<1y but the King ; as travelling the King's 
wondp and hunting the King's game : which being done; as is repre-« 
femedy in defiance of cppofition, ( ccafioned the rupture between the 
Envoy and that Court, in the mean time his book was well received 
by the puhlick, and tranflated into feveral languages. 
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can be better writ, or rnqre inftruftive to any 
one that values liberty, than the narrative of 
that tragedy in that excellent treatife* I wilh 
gentlemen would fee there, how Commoners 
were treated by the Nobility when they had 
the power over them. This noble Lord will 
inform them, that *^ they laid heavy im- 
*' pofitions on the Commons at pleafure ; 'which 
** weight they themfelves would not touch with 
*^ one of their fingers/' And when the Com- 
mons prefumed to complain, though they were 
juft come " from faving, from a foreign yoke, 
** not only the capital city of their country, but 
** the whole kingdom, the Royal Family, nay 
•^ thofe very Nobles that dealt fo hardly by 
*' them :'* I fay, when the Commons ventured 
to complain, let any Englilhman but hear the 
anfwer that was given them : " A principal 
" Senator," fays his Lordfhip, ** Hood up, and 
" in great anger told the Prefident of the city, 
" that the Commons neither underftood nor 
** confidered the privileges of the Nobility, nor 
'^ the true condition of themfelves, who were 
** no other than flaves." The Commons, fired 
with indignation at this treatment, and refolving, 
if they were to be Haves, to be Haves to their 
Prince, rather than flaves to their fellow-fubjeds, 
iniUntly furrendered all their liberties to their 
King; and the Lords were forced to follow their 

example 
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example with fo much hafte, that ** In four 
** days time that kingdom was changed," fays 
my noble and honeft Author, " to as abfolute a 
** Monarchy as any in the whole world.** 

In fliort, it has been for our anticnt Confti- 
tution that we have flruggled with fo much 
vigour for many years together : it is for that 
we have poured out a river of Englifh blood, 
and a treafure unheard-of in any former age. 
This Conflitution may have its imperfedions ; 
but, faulty as it is, our anceflors have conveyed 
down Liberty to us through that channel : and 
we ought to continue it on, as well as we can, 
to our pofterity, and not give way to the new- 
modelling fchemcs of every extraordinary genius. 
It would certainly be new- modelling the Confli- 
tution in a great meafure, to take a confiderablc 
part of what power is left to the Crown from 
the Crown, and by that means add very much to 
the power of the Lords, 

Befides, it is to be remembered, that the evil, 
which may be brought upon the Commons by 
this means, will be irretrievable, Thofe perfons 
deceive themfclves, who think, that if fuch a 
law Ihould prove deftru&ive, it may be annulled, 
nothing being more ufual than for one Parlia- 
ment to repeal the a£ls of another. This is true 
in common cafes, becaufe alrr.oft all laws relare 
to every part of the Legiflaturc, and any incon- 
4 vcniencc 
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venience is felt in fome mcafurc by each of 
them : but this will be a law which will relate 
chiefly, nay folely, to the Lords ,• and, whatever 
injury the Crown or the Commons may receive 
by it, their Lordfliips will be very fenfible of the 
advantage of it to themfelves : and nothing cart 
be more vain, than to imagine that the Com- 
mons will be ever able to ftake ofF any exor- 
bitant power that the Lords ihall be once pof- 
* feffed of, unlefs it be by an univerfal deftru£Hon, 
like thofe juft mentioned, which will fwallow 
Lords and Commons and all Eftates together. 
For which reafons, this projeft, if it fiiould ever 
be offered to the Commons, is not only to be 
oppofed with all the zeal imaginable, but every 
ftep, every attempt towards it, is to be detefied. 
He that gives the power of blood, is a mur- 
derer ; and he that gives the power of tyranny, . 
is a tyrant. I fliall add but one word more : 
The greateft traytor to civil fociety that ever yet 
appeared, will be the man, if fuch a one can be 
found, who ihall contend for fuch a bill, fliould 
it be propofed amongft the Commons, with the 
affurance in his p(*':ket of being a Peer as fooa 
as the bill paffes : and (hould he fucceed (which 
God forbid !} that honour, which is to be the re- 
iv;ird of fo bafe a treachery, will be a lafting 
mark of infamy to the family that bears it, 
whilft any notion of honefty remains amongft 
n)ankind, 

T HE 
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quod optanti Divum promittere nemo 



" Audcret, volvendo dies eu attulit ultro." 

ViRG. !i5£n. ix. 7. 

What none of all the Gods could grant thy vows, 
That, Turnus, this aufpicious day beftows. 

Dryden. 

I FIND that men, who have turned their 
thoughts to what is now the great fubjetft, 
not only of our parliamentary debates, but of 
our private converfation, are apt to complain^ 
it is a matter of fuch a perplext nature, and 
admits of fo many arguments on either fide, that 
tfeey are rather bewildered than inftruded, by 
what they have heard in difcourfe, or feen in 
print, upon this occaiion. But, as I think this 
perplexity does not arife in mens minds from 
the nature of the thing itfelf, fo much as from 
the _ way of handling it, I Ihall endeavour to*» 
draw out the whole ftate of this affair vvith 
fiich brevity and method, as may neither tire 

T nor 
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nor puzzle the reader ; but carry his thoughts 
through a feries of obfervations and argnmentSi 
that will regularly grow out of one another, and 
fet this matter in its full light *. 

i.ThofcL 

* Among the pamplilets occafioned by the Peerage Bill, we mtf 
reckon, « The Thoughts of a Member of the Lower Hoofey in re* 
'* lation to a prqjedl for reilraining and limiting the Power of tfai 
" Crown, in the future creation of Peers* Printed far J. R«tet% 
" Price 3d." 

" Si violandum jus, regnandi caufa violandom. 
** Better to reign in Hell, than ferve in Heaven. 

<< Devil's Speech in Milton's P^u^fe Loft.** 

Publilhed March 17, 17 18- 19. [This was written by Mr. Aljs^t•] 

** Some Coniiderations relating to the Peerage of Great Britaio ; 

<' wherein the Arguments for the Reafeoablenefs aad fixpedienqr ^ * 

'' Bill faid to be depending are dated pro and cpo. Printed iat Bo. 

*« Creakc. Price 6d." March ig. 

<< A Letter from a Member of the Houfe of Commons to t Geotitf- 
** man without doors, relating to the BiU of Peerage laCeljr bieiifat 
** into the Houfe of Lords ; together with two Speedies, for md a^mSi 
** the Bill, fuppofed to^e fpoke in the Houfe of Commoiis. Priottd 
** for J Roberts, Price is." March 19. 

^ Cunfiderations concerning the Nature and Coafequences of tfaHBl 
^ now depending in Parliament, relating to the Peerage of Grot Bo* 
*' tain. In a Letter from one Member of the Houfe to aaotber* Priotod 
'« for J. Roberts, Price 4d." March 19. 

^ The Old Whig." March 19. [Two Numbers only f both bess 
preferved.] 

« Some Refleaions upon a Pamphlet caHed The Old' Wbic. By 
<" the Author of the Thoughts of a Member of the Lower Houie. 
« The Evils that I have done cannot be iafc 
*« But by attempting greater ; and 1 find 
« A Spirit within me chides my lluggifh Hands, 
« And (ays, go on." Vid. Catiline's Confpiracy. 

" Fle6lere fi nequeo fuperos, Acheronta movcbo. 
«* Printed for |. Roberts. Price 6d." March 20. 
•< Two Lifts, ihewing the alterations that have been made in the 
'• Houfe of Commons, from the Begiouing of the Reign of King Henry 

« VIIL 
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I . Thofc who are thought the beft writers upon 
GoverDment, both Antients and Moderns, have 
unanimouily agreed in opinion, that the moft 
pcrfcft and reafonable form is a mixt Govern- 
ment, in oppofition to that of any fingle perfon, 
or any fingle order of men. For whether the 
Supreme, that is, the Legiflative Power, be 
lodged entirely in a Prince, or in an Ariflocracy, 
or in a Democracy! it is flill looked upon as 
Tyrannical, and not properly calculated for the 
happincfs of the whole Community. 

2* It is alfo eftablifhed as a maxim among 
Political Writers, that the divifion of the Su- 
preme or Legiflative Power is moft perfeft, when 
it is diflributed into three branches. If it all 

«• VIII. to the £nd of that of Kiiig James I. And in the Houfe of Peers, 
M from the Aeceffion of King James I. to this Time. Printed for J. 
M Rbberts, Price 6d.*' March 20. 

« An taauBt Lift of the Peers of Scotland at the Time of the Unidh. 
« Printed for J. Mbrpbew, Price id." March zi. [This and the pre- 
ceding article are preferved in the << Political State, 17 19/' vol. XVJL] 
<' Some Confiderations humbly ofSsred relating to the Peerage of 
** Great Britain. By a Gentleman. 

^ Res Italas armis tuteris, moribus omes, 
<<-Legibus emendes. Hor. £p. ad Augiiftum, rer. 2. 

" Printed for Bez. Creake, Price 6d." March 21. 
«« The PATRICIAN. To be continued Weekly. N^ 1. Being Con- 
•• Uderations on the Peerage. In anfwer to tlie PLEBEIAN. 
** t hat fms againft his Reafon, 

** Cat's fawcy loud Sedition Public Zeal, 
** And Mutiny the Didtates of his Spirit." Otmray's Orplian. 
*« By one who is neither a Knight, nor a Member of the Houfe of 
«« Commons. Printed for J. Roberts. Price 3d." March 21. 

Three other Numbers of this Work appeared, which will all be 
duly noticed as tbfy arife in order of time. 

T 2 center* 
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centers in one man, or in a body o^ mca of the 
fame quality, it is that form of Government 
which is called Tyrannical. If it be thrown into 
two branches, it wants a Calling Power, and it 
under fuch a divided authbrity as would often 
draw two different ways, and produce fometimeor 
other fuch a difcord as would ex|>ofe the weaker 
to that which had mod flrength in it, and by 
degrees end in a (ingle authority. If it confift 
of four Branches, it wants likewile a Caftiog 
Power, and is liable to the fame inconvenienca 
as when it is compofed of Two. And if it be 
divided into five or more parts, it ntdeffafily 
runs into confufion, and will not long retain either 
^ the form or the name of Government. For 
this reafon, three branches in a Legiflature have 
been always fixed upon as the proper number; 
becaufe it affords a Cafting Power, and may 
moderate any heats in any two conteadiog 
branches, and overpower the third in cafe it 
Ihould prove unreafonable, or refufe to come 
into meafures apparently neceffary for the good 
and prefervation of the Commtanity. 

3. The moil: natural and equitable divifioQ 
ot thefe three branches of the Legiflature is the 
Regal, the Noble, and the Plebeian ; becaufe 
the whole Community is caft under thefe feveral 
heads, and has not in it a fingle Member who 

is 
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18 without his Reprcfentative in the Legiflature 
of fuch a Conflicution. 

4« In the next place it is neceflary that thcfc 
three branches fhould be entirely feparate and 
diftind: from each other, fo that no one of them 
may lie too much under the influence and con- 
txoul of either of the collateral Branches. For 
if one part of the Legiflature may any ways be 
tnvcfled with a power to force either of the other 
Two to concur with it, the Legiflative Power is 
in reality, whatever it may pretend to, divided 
into no more than Two Branches. 

5, It is the ufual boaft of Englifhmcn, that 
our Government is fixed upon this triple bafis, 
which has been allowed even in fpeculation, 
and that by perfons who could have no eye to 
our Conftitution, a form the moft accommodated 
to the happinefs of a Community, and the moft 
likely to ftand fccure in its own ftrength. But 
if upon examination one branch of its Legifla- 
ture is liable on any occafion to be entirely 
mattered and control ed by one of the other, it 
it is certain that nothing can be more defirable 
than fuch an improvement in our ConOitution 
as may remove out of it thisviliblc imperfeftion. 
If a King has power, when he pleafcs, to add 
what number he (hall think fit to a body of 
Nobles who have a vote in the Legiflature, it is 
plain he may fccure his point in ihat branch of 
T 3 t\\^ 
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the Legiflature, and by that means command 
two votes out of three. This has made many 
affert, and I wifli I could hear a fatisfadory 
anfwer to it, that there are not properly more 
than two branches in our Legiflature, notwith- 
(landing we flatter ourfelves that they are three. 

6. In this cafe, a precarious power of Nobles, 
fo far fubjed to the Regal Power in their legi- 
flative capacity, might fometimes be more per- 
nicious to the publick than if the power of both 
the Branches were confefledly united in the 
Sovereign ; beqaufe we might well fuppofe a 
bad King would fcarce venture upon fome 
things, were the whole odium of them to turn 
upon himfelf ; whereas a body of Peerage, 
fliould they only be created in an emergency 
to carry any unjuftifiable defign, would ferve to 
divert or filence the murmurs of the publick. - 

7. It is a known faying of a late Britifh King, 
'* That if bis friends cpuld gain him a Houfe 
*^ of Commons, he would throw his troop of 
^^ guards into the Houfe of Lprds, rather than 
^' mif^arry in his meafures.'* And whether 

^ it is poffible for a Court to gain a Houfe of Com- 
mons of what completion they pleafe, and what 
would be the confequences ^t fome time or other 
pf their fuccefs in fuch an attempt, whilft the 
Crown is pofleft of a certain means, by virtue 
pf its prerogative, of filling the Houfe of Lord$ 

with 
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mth its own creatures, are points too evident 
in themfelves to be infifted upon. 

8. The foregoing refledtions are like firft 
principles that have fcarce been ever called into 
difpute, and have not only been the avowed 
maxims of thofe who have been diftinguifhed 
by the name of Whigs, but have furnilhed 
matter of complaint to every party in its turn. 
This power of the Prerogative has always occa- 
fibned murmurs, when either iide has found it 
exerted to their prejudice. We have often 
wiihed for a redrefs of it, and have now an op« 
portunity of coming at it, which if we do not 
lay hold of is not likely to offer itfelf again fo 
kmg as we are a people. 

9. It is propofed, to prevent thofe many in- 
conveniencies which may arife from an arbitrary 
creation of Peers, in what proportion and at 
what time the Sovereign fhall pleafe, to reftrain 
the Peers to a certain number. It is evident 
that fuch a law would remedy thofe many evils 
that may proceed from fuch fudden and nu« 
merous additions which have been made to the 
Houfe of Lords in the moft critical conjun&ures. 
But 1 find there are obje£lions made to this ex- 
pedient, from the confequences it would have 
upon the Crown. 

10. It is reprcfcnted, that it will be the cut- 
ting off a branch from the Prerogative. But if 

T 4 this 
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this be only the cutting off a branch, which is 
pernicious to th^ publick, it b certainly a very 
^ood argument for doing it, when we can ; and 
$hat this Power is of fuch a nature, can fcarce 
lidmit of a difpgte. Befides, that the Crown, 
far from being Icffened by it, will receive a 
greater luftre, by parting with a Prerogative 
that has fo often given cflfence, and may fome 
fime turn to the deftruftion of the fubjefiL - 

11. The Crown, as a br^ch of tbe^ Lcgi- 
flature, cannot deiire a greater Prerogative thaa 
that of a Negative in the pafling of a law; 
^nd as it ought not to influence either Houfe in 
(heir debates, what can a good King defire more 
than the power of approving or rejeding any 
fuch bill as cannot pafs into a law witfaem the 
Jloyal Aflent ? 

12. The Crown will have ftill all the power 
in it of dobg good to the people, in which 4e 
Prerogative of our Britifli Kings will be ftill ua- 
limited. In (hort, it neither touches the ezer 
cutive nor the legiflative power of the Crown, 
nor takes away the Prerogative of creating Peers, 
but only of doing it in fuch a manner as fcems 
repugnant to reafon and juftice. The Britifli 
King will iftill be the fource of Nobility, and 
hold in himfelf the principle of Peerage, though 
it 18 not to be lavi(hed away on rnultitudes, 

or 
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or given occafionally to the detriment of. the 
publick. 

13. Beiides, what does the Crown do more in 
parting with a branch of its Prerogative, than 
what the two other parts of the Legiflature 
have frequently done, with regard to their re- 
fpedive bodies, when they have found any of 
their rights or privileges prejudicial to the Com- 
munity ? All fuch fclf-denying afts are of a 
popular nature, and have been pafled with the 
good-likingand applaufe of their fellow-fubjedg. 
Nay the Crown has never more recommended 
' itfclf to the affedion of the people, than when 
it has retrenched itfelf in any exorbitance of 
Power that did not feem confident with their 
liberty ; as in pafling the bill of Habeas Corpus, 
aod that for eftablifhing Triennmial Parliaments. 
'i4. Indeed, were this a point extorted from 
the Crown in its neceffities, it might be ge- 
Mrous at fuch a juncture to appear in the de« 
fence of the Prerogative ; but this is nor our 
cafe: we are only difputing whether we (hall ac- 
cept of a voluntary conceffion.made by the So- 
Tcreign bimfcif, who out of his unparalleled 
goodnefs has ihown, by this inftance, that he 
places the true dignity of a Britiih Monarch, 
where it always ought^ tp be placed, in the li- 
berty of his peoplp. 

15, Having 



282 The OLD WHIG. N* i. 

15, Having confidered this alteration pro- 
pofed to be made in our Conftitution with rela- 
tion to the Crown, let us now confider it with 
regard firft to the Houfe of Commons, and in 
the next place to the whole body of the Englifh 
commonalty ; and if we find that it will prove 
advantageous in its confequences under both 
thefe views, it is undoubtedly an alteration very 
much to be wilhed for. 

16. The number of Peers is in a few reigns in- 
creafed from 59 to near 220; and there is no 
queftion but that in as few fucceeding reigns 
their prefcnt number will be doubled ; nor will 
pofterity be able to fee an end of them, unlefs 
it be timely prevented- Nay, we have all the 
reafon in the world to apprehend that their 
number will hereafter fwell in greater pro- 
portions than it has done hitherto. It is a ge- 
neral remark, that fince the adt has paffcd for 
triennial eleftions, Commoners of great cftatcs 
are more defirous than ever of gaining a place 
in the Upper Houfe, which will exempt them 
from fuch * a conflant dcpendance on their 
eleftors, and the frequent returns of trouble 
and expence in their elections. At leaft it is 
natural to fuppofe that every King will make 
fuch additions as will give his friends a ma- 
jority ; nay, if we may conclude from expe- 
rience, evcry^ Minifter who diflfers in his po- 
liticks 
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liticks from his predeceffor, will bring to his 
affiftance a fufBcient number to turti the balance 
in his favour. And it is obvious to every one 
how quick is the fuccefiion of Miniflers in this 
country. 

17. The firft good confequence, therefore, of 
the propofed alteration to the Houfe of Com* 
mons will be this. That it will fill that Houfe 
with men of the largeft fortunes, and the greateft 
abilities ; for we may well fuppofe that fuch 
men will fet themfelves forward to be eledted 
into fuch a feat, when it is the higheft honour 
they can have immediately in view. By this 
means, thofe will be the Reprefentatives of the 
people, who have the greateft ftake among 
them. Thofe will have the giving of money in 
their power, wto have the moft of it in their 
pofTeffion. But, above all, the influence of the 
Houfe of Commons, and confequently of all 
the Commons of England, will preferve itfelf 
lA its due ftrength ; for, of all maxims, none is 
more uncontefted than that power follows 
property. But what additional ftrength would 
this give the Houfe of Lords, if the richeft 
Members of the Houfe of Commons may be 
draughted out of it in fuch numbers as the 
prefent frame of our Conftitution permits ? Nor 
would the inconvenience be lefs with refpedt to 
ipen of great parliamentary abilities, if, infiead 

of 
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of continuing to add weight and authority to 
the Lower Houfe, they may be called up at any 
rime to employ the fame abilities in aggrandizing 
the figure of another Houfe. 

18. And as the propofed alteration will be a 
proper means to give a figure to the Houfe of 
Common^, fo will it likewife be an expedient 
to preferve their integrity, as it will take off one 
method, and indeed the moft effedual method, 
of bribing men of over-grown fortunes. When 

a Peerage dangles before the eyes of the moft 
wealthy Commoner, it may have charms in it to 
one, who would have a contempt for any offers 
of another kind. A man's ambition is ^ts fuf- 
ceptible of bribes as his avarice, and it (hould 
be the care of a Legiflaturc to cut off all temp- 
tations to corruption in the one as well as the 
dther. It is true, the alteration propofed would 
not utterly remove the influence of fuch a mo- 
tive ; but it would certainly very much weaken 
it, and render it infinitely more ineffcdual than 
what it is at prefent. 

19. If this method reftrains men of the 
•greateft figure of the Lower Houfe from making 
their way fo eafily to the Upper, it will evidently 
tend to the bringing a greater number of places 
of the highcft truft, honour, or profit, into the 
hands of the moft able and wealthy Commoners. 
Men fo accdmpliihed will have a diffufive in- 

7 flucnce 
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fluence both in their own houfe^ and in their 
refpedtive counties ; and it will be neceffary for 
all Governments to find out proper rewards and 
gratifications for fuch men ; and gratifications 
of this kind no Commoner will envy them, fincc 
they enable them to be beneficial to the body of 
people whom, they reprefent, and do not in 
their nature deprive us of their flrength and 
affiftance in that branch of the Lcgiflature to 
which we belong. 

20. However, the propofed reftraint on the 
number of Peers is far fiom being an exclufion 
of fuch Commoners who are recommended by 
their fortunes, or their abilities. According to 
the calculation generally received, there may 
luppen two extindions or vacancies, taking one 
year wirth another, in the body of Peers, as fixed 
and afcertained by the new fchcme, in cafe it 
Aoald obtain. And furely the Commons of 
England will think it fufficient to lofe annually 
two of their moft confiderable members, what- 
ever mt^y be the opinion of particular perfons, 
who are in bafte to leave their company. 

21. A reftraint upon the number of the Lords 
Will neceflarily rellrain the influence of that 
body ia the eledion of Members to ferve in the 
Lower Houfe. It- is very well known, thit few 
Members of the Houfe of Commons are ad- 
va&fied! CO Peerage, who have not one or more 

Corpo- 
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Corporations under their direAion ; nay, that 
very often this is one reafon for their pro* 
motion. If, therefore, this perpetually incrcafing 
body of Lords continues on the foot it is now, 
in proportion as their number is augmentedj 
their influence in eleftions will grow more ge- 
neral, till at length, as the Upper Houfe are the 
creature of the Crown, the Lower Houfe may 
be in a gneat mealure the creature of the Lords. 
And it is worth while to confider whether in pro- 
cefs of time, unlefs feafonably prevented, the 
Houfe of Commons may not be filled with the 
flewards and bayliifs of our Peers. 

22. In the next place, let us fee what would 
be the confequences from fuch an alteration 
upon the whole bulk of the Englifli common- 
alty, which Ihould always find the firft place in 
the thoughts of their Reprefentatives. If they 
fliould gain only this fingle advantage, I think 
it is a very confiderable one, that it will hinder 
the nation from being over-run with Lords. 
We know that, in the fale of an eftate, it is no 
fmall recommendation to the buyer, that there 
is no Lord within fo many miles of it, and the 
diftance of fuch a borderer is often looked upon 
as an equivaUnt to a year's purchafe. But who 
can be fecure from fuch a neighbour, whilft the 
Ipccies is fo apt to increafe and multiply ? I ihall 
not infill upon paying of debts, which is looked 

upon 
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upon as a moral duty, among Commoners, who 
cannot but be forry to fee any additions to an 
order of men that are iheltered by privileges 
from the demands of their honeft and induf- 
trious creditors. To which many confiderations 
of the like nature may be added, were they 
not obvious to the private reflexion of every 
reader. 

23. But the great point, and which ought to 
carry the chief weight with us in this cafe is, 
that the alteration now propofed will give fuch 
a mighty power to the bulk of the Engllh Com- 
mons, as can be never counterbalanced by the 
body of the Nobility. Should we fuppofe 235 
Peers poffeft, one with another, of 5000I. per 
annumj this would amount to no more than 
1,175,0001. ^^r annum; and what is fuch a pro- 
perty, and the power arifing out of it, compared 
with the power arifing out of the property of 
thofe many millions pofleft by the Commons ? 
Bcfides, that the great accefEons of wealth 
yearly made in the body of the Commons would 
give it continually an increafe of property and 
and power, which would accrue to the body of 
the Nobles, in cafe their door was always open 
to men of overflowing fortunes, who might find 
no great difficulty in procuring an entrance. 

I 24. 1 
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24« I ihall now ofkv two fair qaeftions toanjr 
man^ who impartially weighs thefe matters. 

Firft, If two fchcmes of government were 
propofed to him, in both of which the Legt- 
flature fhould confill of three branches, whether 
he would prefer that fchemc, in which one of 
the branches might be increafcd at pleafure by 
another of them; or that fcheme in which evory 
branch Ihould be limited to a certain flated 
number : Nay, if the two fchemes were placed 
in parallel with one another, and confidered ta 
their refpedive confequences, whether the &ft 
wauld not appear a moft wild and indigefled 
projedt ? 

In the fecond place, I would propofe thil 
queftion. If the Lords had been limited to a cer- 
tain number by our conftitution^ whether it 
would not have been thought unpardonable in 
any one who fhould have propofed to have taken 
off that limitation, and left it to the pleafure of 
the Crown arbitrarily to add to them any number 
at any time. 

Nobody can be at a lofs to determine himfelf 
in thefe queftions, whoconfiders this fubjed by 
thofe plain lights which are already exhibited 
in this difcourfe, and which may be ftrengthened 
by many other confiderations. 
• 25, This fubjedt naturally engages me in one 
taflc more, which is, to examine the objections 

that 
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that have been ftarced againft this alteration 
propofed to be made in the Conftitution of the 
.Houfe of Peers. And here I cannot difcover 
any inconvenience which can be faid to follow 
from loch an alteration, that does not now fuH- 
fift, or is not^anfwered by fome much greater 
bconvepience p the prefeht flate of the Peerage. 
But, that' I may not follow the example of thofe 
who have appeared in print on the other fide of 
this debate, ia putting weak arguments into the 
mouth of their ahtagoniftsj I Ihall anfwer fuch 
objef^ioiis as have been the moft approved by 
thpfe who declare thcmfelves againil this bill, aa 
they are laid together in a pamphlet, intituled. 

The ii'LEBElAN. 

26. .As. for the introduflion, the digreffion 
iipoD the Ephori, and the concluding paragraph, 
they are only argumei)ts ad ccnflandam invidij^m^ 
and iuch as ?re not to be anfwercd by reafori; but 
by the fame angry drain in which they are 
written, and which would difcredit a capfe that 
is able to fupport itfelf without fuch an afEllance. 

27. *^ At'firft fight/' fays the Plebeian, *' this 
*' propofsll muft appear very Ihocking 5 it carries 
*^ with it fo great qrt alteration of the Con- 
^* flitutioh *." This is the firft general ob- 
jcdlion, and I wilh it had been purlued regu* 
larly ; but becaufe it is dropt and refumed in 

* p. 257. 
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the following part of the difcourfe, I muft bfc 
forced to collet thofe fcaitered paflkges on this 
head, as I find them in different parts of the 
book. This great objeftion will be fufficiently 
anfwered, if this alteration, of the Conftitutio& 
is from worfe to better ; which I think has 
been fully proved. As every thing is form- 
ed into pcrfeftion by degrees, the wifdom 
of all Lcgiflatures has embraced every oppor- 
tunity of making fuch changes in their govern- 
ment, as have been advantageous to thofc who 
live under it. This Author himfelf gives us an 
eminent in (lance of a great alteration of our 
Conftitution in the Lower Houfe, under the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, ^^ when the Crown 
** ere(5ked feveral new Corporations, and relieved 
** feveral ancient and decayed ones from fending 
^^ any Members at all *." I do not make 
ufe of this increafe in the number of the Qom- 
mons, as an argument for an increafe of the 
number of the Lords, which the Author pro- 
duces as the reafoning of fome people who are 
for the bill. Such people, if any there are, 
muft talk inconfiftently with themfelves, fincc 
it is the purport of the bill to prevent the 
Houfe of Lords from growing too numerous. 
But it is an unanfwerable argument to fliew, 
that there has been as great an alteration in 

♦ p. 264. 
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one branch of our Legiflature, as Is now pro- 
pofed to be made in another; and that fuch 
dii alteration ihould be introduced into our 
form of government, when there are good rea- 
foM for it ; on which account our Author him- 
felf juftifies tlie above-mentioned alteration in 
the Houfe of Commons. Our Author furniflies 
us with another very good argument in this par- 
ticular againft himfelf. ** W higgifm/' fays he, 
" if I underftand it aright, is a defire of Liberty, 
" and a fpirit of oppofition to all exorbitant 
" Power in sny part of the Conftitution. For- 
*• merly the danger on this account was from 
** the Crown ; but fince the Habeas Corpus A6t, 
*• and the many reftraints laid upon the Crown 
*• in King William's time, and the great and 
<* numerous limitations of the SucceflSon Afts, 
** the Prerogative of the Crown is reduced fo 
" low, that it is not at all dangerous to the 
** Commons */' As we have the Author's 
confeflion in the aforementioned inftance of an 
alteration in the Plebeian, he has here given u» 
an account of as remarkable changes in the 
kegal branch of our government. 1 he Prero- 
gative was retrenched in thofe feveral inftances, 
becaufe without fuch retrenchment the power 
oif it appeared exorbitant and dangerous to the 
Commons. If therefore there flill inheres in the 

♦ p. a6r. 
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Crown a power that is exorbitant and dangerous 
to the Commons, there is the fame reafon why 
the Commons fhould lay hold of the prefciit 
opportunity to retrench it. This is the matter 
in debate betwixt us ; but, be that as it will,^hc 
argument which the Author here makes ufe of 
againrt; the bill in queflion, " that it carries in 
*^ it too great an alteration of the Conttitution,*' 
would have been as good an argument againft 
the Habeas Corpus A&, or any other of thofc 
above-mentioned. What is further faid upon 
this fubjcdt in p. 271. would make a handfomf 
fentcnce in a popular fpeech, but will never 
Hand the teft of a ftrift examinatidn in a dif- 
courfe add reft to the reafons and not the paffions 
of men* " In ihort, it has been for our ancient 
*' Conftitution,'* fays the Author, ^' that wc 
•* have ftruggled with fo much vigour for many 
*^ years together : it is for that wc have poured 
" out a river of Englifli bl6od, and a treafurc 
'** unheard-of in any former age. This Confti- 
*^ tution may have its imperfedtiohs ; but, faulty 
** as it is, our ancfeftcJrs have conveyed down 
*^ Liberty to us through that channel : and wc 
*^ ought to continue it on, as well as we can^to 
*^ our poflerity, and riot give way to the new- 
" modelling fchemes of every extraordinary 
'^ genius." This is not arguing, but declaimiilg. 
Our Aiiceftors remedied feveral imperfeftions 

from 
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from time to time, and we are obliged to them 
for having conveyed Liberty down to us through 
the channel which they had fo often altered and 
reformed. And will not our pofterity be as 
thankful to us, if we tranfmit to them their Li- 
berty through the fame channel, when it Ihall 
Ve only altered for the better conveyance of it ? 
28. Having taken off the force of this main 
cbjedlion, I Ihall follow others as the Author 
leads me. He tells us that *^ the ihutting up 
^ the door of the Houfe cf Lords, in the manner 
** talked of, cannot but prove a great difcou- 
^ ragement to virtuous aftions, to learning and 
** induftry, pnd very detrimental to the Houfe 
" of Peers itfclf, by preventing fuch frequent 
** fupplies from going into it, as the nature of 
^* fuch a body requires ; for want of which, it 
'* may in time become corrupt and offenfive, like 
** a ftaghated pool, which hitherto has been* 
** prcferved wholefome and pure by the frcfhi 
•* ftreams that pafs continually into it */' This 
confideration, if it has any force, cuts down all the 
other arguments drawn from the new acceffions 
of figure and power, which he fuppofes would 
accrue tq the Houfe of Lords, by the paffing of 
the bill fo much talked of. Can it be detri- 
mental to the Houfe of Lords, and at the fame 
time throw into their hands all the places and 
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honours that the Crown can confer upon them ? 
Will that body of men, which would become 
mean and deipicable, and oflfenfive as a (lagnated 
pool, by the means of this alteration, be raifed 
by the fame means to be the moft formidable, 
and the moft honoured part in our Conftitution! 
Or could the fame body degenerate into a pub- 
lic nuifance, as our Author reprefents it, and 
at the fame time be able to over*awe both King 
and People ? Can two fuch contrary efTeAs be 
produced from one and the fame caufe ? But 
could we fuppofe that this body of men might 
thus degenerate ; would they be able, without 
numerous recruitis of wealth, learning and ia- 
duftry, to oppofe any thing for the good of the 
Community, in conrradidion to the King and 
People ? But more of this hereafter. 

29. Our Author adds, ** I am not unaware it 
•'will be faid, that the frequent extindtions of 
*' [noblej families will falve this inconvenience, 
•* and make room for the rewarding of Merit. 
•* But," fays he, " this expedient, I fear, is not 
** much to be depended on; for the uncertainty 
** of the time when the Crown will have any 
*♦ fuch power will make it much the fame as 
** if it were never to have it at ail ;" which is as 
much as to fay, that unlefs the Crown has 
pov^er of making what number of Lords it 
pleafcs, and at what time it pleafes, and to 
^ fervc 
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ferve what . turn it pleafcs, it had as good 
have no power at all of making Peers, which 
the Author fuppofes is the only adequate 
power it has of rewarding merit. Nor to aik 
the Author whether it be generally virtuous 
adionSf learning, or induflry^ that recommend 
Cbaunaners to the Peerage, or of what other 
kind tbe merit is^ which has been often thus re^ 
warded; I ihall only aik him^ whether any man 
has fo crying a merit as immediately requires a 
Peerage for its reward? or whether the ex- 
tinction of two titles in a year will not leave 
room enough for the Crown to reward thofc 
* extraordinary perfons, whofe merits give them 
fuch a demand upon it ? As for another argu- 
ment which the Author puts into the mouth of 
thofe whom he calls patrons of the Bill pro- 
pofed, " that it will eafe the Crown of impor- 
** tunities ♦," as I think it has no great weight 
in it, I am not concerned to urge any thing in 
its defence againfl the Plebeian's ^nfwer to it. 
30. Wq come now to the mod confidcrable 
paragraph of the whole book, which I fhall 
therefore tranfcribe at length. ** But another 
** confequence, of a much higher nature, at- 
*' tending the limitation of the number of Peers, 
" is the danger there will be of changing the 
'* Conftitution by this means into an Ariftocracy. 
" And this may at any time in fuch cafe be 

» p. 259. 
U 4 " tSt&^ei. 
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** cffeded by the confederacy of two or three 
** great families, which vyould form fuch a body 
*' in the Houfe of Lords, as the Crown would 
f* not be able to controul. That this kind of 
^^ government is one of the worft forts of ila- 
** very, is too well known to be difpincS. In a 
** Democracy, a great many different perfons 
*' may come to have a (hare of power by feveral 
** incidents, but in the other cafe it is birth only 
f* that intitles to fuperiority : And the milk fuch 
*' Nobles are nurfea up with, is hatred and cor.» 
•' tempt for every human creature but thofe of 
'^ their own imaginary dignity *.** 1 he queftipn 
to be ftated here is. Whether the Houfe of Lords 
linder their prefent Conftitution is rot as likely 
to run inro an Arirtocracy, as it would be in cafe 
thf^ir number fl.ould be limited. It appears 
very plain to me, that a body of Peers perpetu- 
ally incrcrtfing, and capable of addition^, has in 
it a natural tendency to an Ariftociacy, Sup- 
pofing that the Houfe of Lords from 6o members 
is now fwelled to zoo : 1 hefe, if increaftd by 
the fame proportion, would in the fame number 
of years aniount to 666 to v^hich we may pre-- 
fume there would bi itill the like proportionable 
a<^?ditions. By th's means they would in timf 
receive fuch vafl. acceffions of property, as might 
encourage them not only to entertain fo an\- 

♦ p. 26c, 

bitiov? 
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bitious a defign, but in a great meafure to reri* 
der it effectual ; efpec'^ally when any men could 
be admitted into their own order, with their 
great abilities in Parliament, or their great in? 
fluence apiong- the people, who might be moft 
capj:ble of oppofing their incroachmenrs upon 
the Commons. I do allow that fuch additions 
Would be prejudicial to the Crown ; but this is 
no reafon why they would not be niade, as it has 
not prevented tbe additions that have been mad? 
in our own memory. For though the Crown in 
general would be a fuffi rcr by this method ; yet 
it would naturally have rccourfe to it, as it ha^ 
formerly, when it labours under any prefent 
exigency, that: can only be removed by fuch aa 
expedient. This danger of an Ariftocracy, 
every one muft confcfs, wpuld be very much 
abated, and, ] think, utterly removed, by the 
limitation pf the Lords to fuch a number a$ is 
now propofed. In fuch a cafe, their property 
would be fo very inconfidcrable, when compared 
with that of thq Commons (as 1 have before 
fliewed to a demonflration) that it wpuld render 
fuch a defign in them the moft chimerical, and 
the moft impradicab^e. And fince it is tm- 
poffible that the whole body of Lords in their 
vnited ftrength could be able to eftablifti them- 
iclves into an Ariftocracy, the Author's imagi- 
pation vanifhes, that " this may at any time, ii^ 
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" fuch a cafe, be effefted by. the confederacy of 
«* two or three great families, which would form 
*' fuch a body among the Lords as the Crown 
•* would not be able to controul */' If the 
Author means in this place, by the Crown not 
being able to controul the Lords, that it would 
be reftrained from pouring in fuch a number as 
would always fway them to its inclinations, it is 
what ought to be wilhed for. If he means that 
this want of power in the Crown would enable 
them to ereft an Ariftocracy, it is certainly a 
wrong confequence, becaufe not only the Crown, 
but the people would have a fuperior Power in 
them to the body of Nobles, and are equally 
concerned to prefcrve their flations in the go- 
vernment. 1 he Author after this brings an 
argument to prove, that an Ariftocracy is a bad 
form of government, and that a Democracy is 
preferable to it, in which I entirely agree with 
him ; but muft add, that a mixt governmcDt 
made out of Arillocracy, Democracy, and Mo- 
narchy, is better than either of them. The 
Author fubjoins, that *^ thp milk which Nobles 
** are nurfed up with is hatred and contempt 
*• of every humane creature, but thofe of their 
** own imaginary dignity ^.** If fo, the fewer 
of them the better. What Commoner would 
not defire to put a flop to the increafe of them ? 

* p. 26c. t Ibid. 
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31. The next objeflion I meet with is from 
the great privileges the Lords are already pof- 
fefled of, with relation to adlions de Scandalis 
Magnatum *, &c. which is likewife a very good 
reafon why wc fliould hinder the increafe of 
perfons invefted with thefe privileges; and as for 
(he judicial power, with that of imprifoning, 
they arc fuch as fubfift in their body as it is now 
conftitutedy and therefore cannot be objcdted to 
the propofed aleration, which would only leave 
Xbttti as they are. 

32* ** The increafing the number of Peers/' 

fays the Author, ** is always to be wiflied for by 

" the Commons -f-/' We have feen fufEcient 

reafons why it Ihould not. " Eecaufc the 

" greater their number, the lefs confidcrablc 

"they become;" the contrary of which has 

been evidently proved ; ** and the lefs within 

** the influence of Court favours.*' What ! when 

by this very power of increafing them at will, 

it can fecure any point among them that it 

pljl^es ? *' By which means alone Minifters arc 

** kept in awe, and remain in a fituaiion of being 

** called to account for their anions. Were 

" it otherwife, they would be out of the reach 

*' of any accufation. They would know exadtly 

" by whom they were to be tried, and their 

«* judges might be their accomplices. And 

» p. 261. t p. 262. 
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*^ fhould this once come to be the cafe, wha? 
•* might they not attempt with impunity ?** \% 
this inconvenience better preventecl. in a Houfe 
of Peers on the bottom it now ftands ? Can any 
who has been a good Minitter be fecure, if the 
Crown ftiQuid^acjd a fiifficient ngmber of bis 
enemies to tbofe who fit in judgement upon him? 
Or is a bad Minifter in any danger, when he may 
^e fhcltered by the addition of a fufficlent num^ 
berof his friends ? 

33. I mufl: not pafs over another rennarkabic 
paragraph of the Author upon the fame argUf 
rnent for increafing the Lords at pleafurc. ** The 
*' great advantage/' fays he, " that the number 
^* of their body cannot be increaicd, is at prefciit 
" the mod valuable privilege of the Houfe of 
*^ Commons, and the only thing that makes 
" them confiderable */* This is indeed a very 
poor advantage, to found upon it the grandeyr 
pf a IToufe of Commons. Is not the power of 
giving money and railing taxes confined to that 
^ody, and which can never fail to give them 
the greateft weight in the J^egiilature ? Will not 
this be always the mpft valuable privilege of the 
Commons ? and what other privilege can make 
t^em more confideiable? He goes on, ** The 
*< Lords arc poflefled of many great privileges 
^< |hat they will not permit the Commons tq 
* p. 9.^> 
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*■ Ihare with them ; and therefore the Commons 
" would be highly wanting to theiiikives, if 
" they (hould add this advancage likewife to the 
" Lords, which is the only one that they can 
" enjoy diftindt from them.'* Our Author, as 
it may turn to his account, fomctimes confiders 
the Lords in their perfonal Privileges as they 
zvt individuals, and fometimes as they are a 
body of men in the Legiflature* If he here 
means their Privileges in the former view, I do 
allow they are very great ones, and therefore 
certainly every Commoner cannot dcfire an in- 
fcfcife of fuch individuals^ But if he here meaits 
their Privileges as a Legiflatlve Body, it is cer- 
tain that all their Privileges together are not 
equal to that One, of commanding the purfe 
of the Community. So that it is wonderful 
how he could advance, that the number of the 
Houfe of Commons not being fubjtrft to an in- 
"Crcafe, *^ is the only advantage that they enjoy 
« diftina from the Houfe of Lords/' 

34. Our Author next proceeds to fpeak of 
the proportion of Property between the two 
Houfes of Lords and Commons, \vhich is a point 
already fo fully difcuffed, that I fhall not trouble 
the Reader with any repetitions ; but cannot omit 
^hat the Author aflerts as an indifputable point, 
^d which in itfelf is the greatcft paradox I 
*vtr heard advanced. His words are, " Indeed, 
S 'Mf 
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•Mf a rcftrainlng bifl ihould pafs, I do not doubt 
" but it would be foon followed with a bill te 
" prevent Lords from alienating their eftatcs, for 
'* which many plaufible reafons are to be pro- 
** duced i and then, without all difpute, the 
" balance of property will be foon turned on 
" the fide of their Lordlhips *." Which is as 
much as to fay, in plain Englilh, that the Lords 
will have as much wealth amongft them as the 
whole body of the Britifli Commons, or that 
one million will be a balance againft a hundred 
millions. Indeed the Houfe of Lords in their 
prefent Conftitution may be always approaching 
to a balance in property with the Commons, 
from whence they are continually receiving into 
their body fuch large fupplies*; but if their 
number be once limited, you cut oflF their re- 
cruits, and lay them under an impoffibility of 
ever rivaling the other branch of the^Legi- 
flature in this particular. 

35. Our Author's argument, that a new 
Power would arife to the Houfe of Lords from 
the alteration fo much talked of, is founded upon 
a faft which every one denies at firft fight. His 
words are thcfc : '* For as to what is commonly 
" faid, that the Lords would get nothing, no 
" new power would be added to them by this 
*^ means ; I beg leave to ftate this matter in a 

» P. i«5. 
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** proper light. Suppofe the balance to be now 
** w« betwixt the Lords and the Crown, as it 
•^ certainly is, or elfe the Conftitution would not 
** fubfift in quiet : Is it not plain to the moft 
** pommon capacity, that when two fcales arc 
'* upon an equal poife, if you take any weight 
." out of one of them, you give the advantage 
** to the other without putting any thing into 
it it * p'> xhe Author here fuppofes that the 
balance between thefe two parts of the Legi- 
tiaxxxxt Jhould be even ; and fo far I concur with 
him, that being the chief end which this alte- 
ration has in view. • But 1 can by no means fup- 
|)ofe with him that they are even, becaufe it is 
contrary to matter of fad. For we plainly fee 
that the Sovereign has it always in his power to 
make what diyifion of party or opinion he pleafes 
prevail in that Houfe, As for the reafon of their 
prefent fuppofed equality, ^' that otherwife they 
" could not fubfift in quiet/' it has no force in 
it, becaufe we fee very ill-con iHtu ted govern- 
m^ts will fubfift in quiet for many ages, not 
that they are prefcrved by a rightly temj)ered 
Conftitution, which would give them the greateft 
l^rcngth, but by oih*!r accidental caufes. The 
iltconfcquences. of fuch an inequality may be 
frequently felt and com[)lained of, though they 
n^y not (hake the tranquillity of the publick. 

♦ p. x66. 
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36. I havenoi*' gone through every .thing that 
carries the face of an argument for the Confix 
tucion of the Houfe of ords, as it now ftandsj 
or of aa objciSion ng^infl the alteration propofed 
to be made ; having only avoided faying any 
thing in this cafe as it affedts the ScoLiih Nobilityi 
becjufe I have here eoufidered it only as ail 
Englifti Commoner^ and becaiife I have thoughti 
of profecuting the fubjtd, as it relates to Scot- 
land, in another pamphlet, being unwilling to 
fvvell this to a greater bulk. 

37. Since the writing of iht foregoing- Dif- 
courfe, I have perufed a pamphlet, intituled, 
•* The Thoughts of a Member 6f the Lower 
" Houfe,'" &c.*" in which the Author firft ap* 
proves our Conftitution as divided into its Three 
branches, and through the whole cburfe of hiS 
Book contends in effeft, that it fhduld confift df 
no more than Two; for he fuppofei the Houfe 
of Lords inftituted only as guafdiaris and orna- 
ments to the Throne, and to be augmented by the 
Crown in fuch a proportion, as may ftrengthcn 
it in oppofition to the Houfe of Commons Tbc 
Reader may fee his fchcme in the following 
words : *' There is nor," fays this Writer, '* I 
*' more certain maxim in politicks, than that 1 
" Monarchy mull fubfift by ati Army, or No- 
*' bility. The firft makes it defpotic, and the 

* By Mr. Afgiil. S(*c p. a 74. 
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*^ latter a free government. I prefume none of 
'* thofe nobler perfohages themfelvcsj who have 
" the honour to make up that illuftrious body, 
'* do believe they are fo diftinguifhed and ad- 
*f vanced above their fellow-fubjefis for their 
** own fakes : They know they are intended the 
" Guardians, as well as Ornaments of the Mo- 
". narchy, an effential prerogative of which it 
*' muft be to add to and augment their number 
** in fuch proportion, as to render them a proper 
*' balance againft the Democratical part of our 
" Conftitution, without being formidable to the 
" Monarchy itfelf, the fupport of which is the 
** reafon of their inftitution *.'* This is a mod* 
cxtra6rdinary notion of government, that onjc 
branch of a Legiflature fhould be inftituted,; 
only to be fubfervient to the ftrength and .fup-. 
.pcnrt of another, but it is on this bottom that 
he founds his whole difcourfe ; and as for his 
objedions to the propofed alteration, I find they: 
arc fuch- as I have already obviated in the eourfe 
of this pamphlet. If any thing remains in them 
Unafifwered, it will fall under the laft objedioa 
againft the matter in debate, which I Ihould not 
take notice of, did not I find that it makes an 
impreffion upon fome people's minds. 
^ 38. Suppofe, fays the objeftion, there fhould 
be an inflexible obftinacy in a Houfe of Peers^ 

♦ P- 9. • . ■ '' 
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what method would there be left to bring tbetn 
to a concurrence with the two other branches of 
the LegiflaturCi when it will not be in the power 
of the King to bring them over to realbn, by 
flinging in fufficient numbers among them ? To 
this I anfwer. That if the Lords are obflinate 
in a point that is Reafonabk and Ben^cial to iiic 
Community, it will be happy for their country 
that they ikould be invefted with the proper 
power of a Legiflative branch, not to be over- 
ruled to wrong meafures. This may fometinics 
be of great advantge to the publick, if we can 
poffibly fuppofe that the two other branches 
may concur in any thing that is not confiftent 
with juftice, or the national tnterefh If the 
Peers are thus inflexibly obftinate 'm any methods 
that are Dijhonourable^ Unjuft^ or Pirnicmu tt^ 
their country ; can we imagine they could sot 
be influenced into a compliance by the auth^ 
rity of the two fliaring branches in the Legi* 
ilature ? Or can we think they would perfift ia 
meafures which would draw upon them the djf« 
pleafure of the Crown, and the refentments of 
the whole Commons of Great Britain ? Eteiy 
body of men takes as much care as poffibk to 
preferve their credit, and to render themfelvei 
popular ; and we caniv>t think that any braodi 
of a Legiflature would be made up of madmeD» 
or purfue fuch meafures as muft neceflarily end 
7 in 
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in their iafaniy^ or their deftrudion ) efpecially 
when they are infiaitely weaker than either of 
the other conftituent parts of our I egillature. 
Could any perfon apprehend fuch a behaviour 
from them, I am fure the fame perfon cannot in 
his heart apprehend their growing np into an 
Ariftocracy. The Peers ate fo little a match 
for the Crown in power^ or the Commons in 
property, much left able to cope with the united 
force of both ; that it is wildnefs to fuppofc 
them guilty of fuch an unjuft and unreafonablc 
obftinacy, as they know might endanger their 
very being in the r.ritifli Conftitution. And 
now I fliall only propofe it to every one's 
thoughts, whether an expedient, which will 
remeciy the greateft inconvenience that may 
nrifc 10 us, from one of the branches of the 
Legiflature^ and of which we have had expe- 
rience, as has been already fufEciently explained^ 
ftouid prevail with us to lay it afide, out of a 
groundlefs fear, that it fbould expofe us to a:i 
ioconvenience from another branch of the I.egi- 
flature, which mufl fuppofe them deilitute of 
oominon fenfe, void of honour and equity, and 
.fegatdlcfs of felf-prefervation, before it can 
'poffibly befall us. To this I ihall only add. that 
whatever objetftions are made againfl this alter* 
atioQ id the Conftitution, may be made againfl 
every iorm of government, in which the I egi- 
X 2 ilaturc 
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flature confifts of three diftina branches^ and 
that is, againft fuch a form as has been pro- 
nounced the moft perfedl by thofe who have 
been the moft fkilful politicians, and the mofl: 
famous. for their obfervations on the nature of 
government. 

*^^* A Utter in the *< Weekly Medley,*' March 28,T7r9,inysibiiie 
merited compliments to an ingenious Artifan, Mr. Price, of St. Andrew's» 
Holbourn, ** for refloring theantient beautiful ait of Suining and PaintinS 
Glafs to p<:rfeaion ; an art now fo long loft, its lo& fo lamented, and ks 
re- invention fo miKh coveted. Too himinoas a Church is too gay for 
the bufmefs that is done there ; it (hews in too clear a point of fight, ttti 
many objedts for diAradion ; but that which pervades and penetrates thi 
coloured glafs, fh-ikes one with a ReUgimis awe, a fpirit of reoolle^cQ 
and meditation, and has in it, fometliing I do not know what of folemn 
aiid facred. Befides, it draws frequently the eye off from the book of 
Prayer in a Church ; and then, while the eye is looking througk the win- 
dow tow^ards the Heavens, the palfagfss reprefented on tlie glai% beiiig 
taken out of Holy Writ, lift and elevate the mind, as they do the eye, to 
Heaven. A better pattern of this old art (and' that is great to fay) is Aot 
to be found in any old Church, than is now to be feen in the £aft win- 
dow of St. Andrew's, Holbourn, whsre the Paflion of our Saviour, wbofe 
Divinity fome would be permitted to deny, and yet to enter that Cburcb, 
is repreientcd in a lively manner. And the red part of the cofour is ia 
beautifully ftrong, that it would caft a blulh upon any guilty vntbA, 
that ftanding oppofite to it (hould fay, that the Saviour, whofe Pafllm 
it reprefcnts, had not the Divinity joined with the Humanity.** 

f^f <» At the Blue Leg in Bow- Lane, near Watiing-ftraet^aro fold 
Lottery Tickets and Shares, Whole Tickets at the f^une price 
as upon the Exchange ; and, for the conveniency of fuch as cannot poN 
chafe whole tickets, or would extend tlieir chances to a larger latitiidi, 
they may have half tickets, quarter tickets, fifth parts, tenth parts, tf 
twentieth parts of tickets; a perfon for 4s. may have the 20th part of 
one ticket, for 8s. a fhare in two tickets, for 20s. a ihare of fiye tick«0» 
for 4CS. a fhare of ten Tickets, for 4I. a ihare of 20 tickets, for loL 
a fhare of 50 Tickets, for 20I. a fhare of 100 Tickets, all feveral man- 
hers ; and in the fame proportion to any other number. There are btf 
5 bbnks to one prize ; the loweft is loL and the higheil 20,oool.Thflrf 
are but a fmall number left, therefore thpfe who intend to have any mxA 
be expeditious." * •.« XH£ 
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N"* II. Monday, March 23, 1718-19. 

CtoNIIDJlLATIONS UPOK THE REPORTS RELATING 

TO THE Peerage, continued; 

AND 

Remarks upon the Pamphlets that have 

BEEN WftIT FOR THE SUPPOSED BiLL, 

By a Member of the House of Commons. 

•* Quis cnim jam non intelligat Artes 

« Patricias r * ♦ * « * Juv- Sat. iv. lox, 

^IVho fees not now through tlie Lords thin difguife? 

Drydent. 

THOSE who are not particularly acquaint- 
' cd with the vocation of Pamphlet- writ- 
logf have very much wondered that a matter 
of ib great confequence^ as the affair of the 
Peerage^ and efpoufed by fuch perfons as are 
very, well known to be its patrons, could have 
been (o long a while upon the ftage, and no 
chacrpion appear for it : but others, who are 
more verfed in this kind of bufinefs, know, there 
oould not be wanting perfons enough to make 
their courts by producing their lucubrations on 

X 3 \}tC\!^ 
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this head. But as it is a fubje£k that will not 
very well bear deb^tingt their tnafters^ without 
doubt, were of opinion, that the bcft .way was, 
tokt all manner of writing alone, and -keep all 
that could be faid on the fubjedJ: for the time 
and place where it wta abfolutdy peccary to 
fay fomcihing. 

The agitators for the bill affurcd tbemfelvcSf 
that nobody would be fo bold as to attack firft •, 
and confcquently judged thcmfclves out of all 
danger. But the Plebeian flatting forth un- 
expeftedly, they were forced, like people in a 
furprizc, or on an invafion, to march immedU 
^tely any troops they had; and indeed tbcfe are 
fome of the moft tattered I ever faw, 

The firft Charnpibn that appeared for this 
bill, was a perfon who exhibited hinifelf in the 
St. James's- Polf, of Wednefday, March 18, in 
this advert ifement : ** Some Confideratioos bc» 
•* lating to the Pcci:age of Great Britain. Where* 
^* in the arguments far the reaibnablenefs and 
•*^ expediency of a bill, faid to be dependiDg, ari^ 
*^ dated ?ro and Con:' 

This performance I have not been able to 
venture upon; for He that can ft^is argpaments 
far the bill, both Fro and Clwr, is too flippery a 
peifon for any body to lay told of. 

The next that entered the lifts, on the fame 
$de of ]Lhe (^ueftioD> having been more fornix 

natc 
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nate than to difcover himfelf beforeha7idy I have 
perufed his labours. The account be gives of 
himfelf^ is, ** That he is a Member of the Houfe 
•* of Commons, who has a friend with whom he 
'• ufcs to talk over in priyaie all arguments and 
^' confiderations which concern any thing of 
^ moment, as far as they could coUedt and re- 
^' member them : and they having both agreed 
'* that this was a matter of a very extraordinary 
^ nature, the one entreated the other to put his 
*• thoughts about it in writing, that he might 
** be better abfe to judge of them all together. 
•* And itt order to continue the privacy of this 
•* correfpondence, thofc thoughts came out, 
•* printed for J. Roberts in Warwick-Lane/' 

This notable introdudion was very near hav* 
ing the fame effed upon me, as to this pamphlet, 
as the advertifement juft mentioned had to the 
former} but with much ado I went through the 
performance. All I can learn from it is, That 
diis Gentleman was prefent at the debates of the 
Houfe of Lords ; where he does not feem to 
ha^e been mightily enlightened as to the true 
fiate of the cafe, the debate having in all proba- 
bility run pretty much one way *. 

The next that follows thefe two combatants 
for this bill, is fomebody or other that is ufed 

• p. 8. 
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to mafiquerading, as I fuppofe; andMn^lccd be. 
h fo well difguiled^ that it is jlmpofliblc tpknow 
bim. When I firft read the tide, 7he Old Whig, 
\ expefted no lefs than the utmoft wrath and 
indignation againft the Hgufe of Lords. I could 
i)ot help thinkit)g but he would have been for 
Voiin^ tbm uftlefs at lead, as his anceflors did 
formerly : but I was extremely furprized to find 
juft the contrary; that he is for giving them fuph 
a power, as would make the Hcufe of Commons 
ufelefs; and therefore he might a$ well have 
taken any other title in the world, as The Old 
WAig^ I am afraid he is fo old. a Wbig^ that h© 
has quite forgot his Principles. 

But I ftiall ihew nqw more plainly, what ii 
faidin the former Plebeian, that this is neither 
a fVhig nor a Tory point, but i$ a jumble, a 
hodge-podge, a confufion of all parties and all 
perfons together; ^nd rnufl. inevitably in ill 
confcqucnces dellroy firft Whig and Tcry^ and 
afterwards Crown and People. As all forts of 
people unite for it, fo ought all forts, and of 
every denomination, that have any value fpr their 
Conftitution, to unite againfl: it. 

This Pamphlet, by the marks it appears with, 
being in all probability the beft performance 
that is to come from that quarter, the Plebeian 
Till confider it thoroughly; and in order to pro- 
ceed 
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ceed more mcthQdically, for this Author's fa- 
tisfadion^ 

. Firjl, I will arifwcr the objcftions made to the 
laA Plebeian. 

Secondly^ I will conlider the argument^ as the 
Old Whig Hates it himfelf. 
; The.firft objeftion the Author of the Remarks 
makes to the Plebeian, is page 289. where he 
feys, •* That the IntroduSlion^ the Digreffion 
^ upon the Epbori^ and the Conclufiorij are all 
*' arguments ad conflandam invidiam!' He who 
feys that arguments drawn from Hiflory, which 
can only (hew what has happened in former 
times^ are arguments ad conflandam invidiam^ 
gives up the matter in difpute, and lets the world 
](Aow, by paffing them fo (lightly over, that he 
^els their force : for it is a tacit admiffion, that 
ip all probability the like difafters will happen 
from th^ alterations now projefted in our Con- 
ftitution i which, hiftory informs us, were the 
i^eal jconfequences of alterations of the like 
nature in other countries ; otherwife thofe argu- 
saeots could not now contribute to make perfons 
iavidiQUS. Befides^ I always thought that bring- 
ing examples from hiflory was looked upon as 
tfie inofl: impartial and unexceptionable method 
of arguing, as it is abflraded from the pailions 
and interells of the prefent times: for what is 
Learning and Hiftory, if it be not to draw in- 

fccencc^ 
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fcrcnces of what may happen, from what has 
happened ? 

As to the digreffion upon the Epbori, thr Ple- 
BEiAN was very carcfutto avoid giving oflfencc. 
Amongft the many extraordinary Powers ex- 
crcifed by thofe magiftrates, there was one of 
a very uncommon nature ; which was, that as 
they took upon themfelves the fole infpedion 
of the youth, they were particularly curious of 
the perfons of the Bays. They employed every 
tenth day in examining the youths of about 
fifteen, (lark naked, Oforiebat Epbebos decim 
qyoque die Ephoris Je ftfitre Jim vefie^ Ubbo £m< 
inius, de Rep. Lac. p. 2^5. with whom Crap 
agrees almoft in the fame words, in the Treattfe 
mentioned in the former Plebeian, p. 266. 
What an ill ufe was made of this power, we 
may fee in Emmiusj p. 236, where fpeaking of tbe 
manner how the Ephori lived with thofe yoQog 
men tbey liked beft, be fays, lis (Ephebis) affiiao 
fere adharekant. Which words, for fear of 
ofiending the Plebeian Ladies, I am not at 
liberty to tranflate. However, it is very plain 
all this was omitted to avoid th'e leaft appear* 
dnce of perfonal refledion. 
. The firft argument of the Plebeian, which 
tkcO/^ Wbsg objedsto, is, p. 290. ** That though 
<^ the Plebeian declares agianft the propofed 
<^ bill, becaufe it will make fo great an alteration 

«*ia 
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<• ID oup Conilitutton, yrt he produces an emi- 
** ncnt inftance of a great alteration of our Con- 
'i (lkutk»Ei ia the Lower Houfe under the reign 
*< of Queen Elizabeth^ when the Crown eredcd 
'* feveral liew Corporations, and relieved feveral 
** abckiit decayed ooes fyom fending any Mem- 
^•beraat all." 

This, the Reraarker fays, was as great an al* 
beration ia one branch of our Leglfiature, as is 
now propofedtobe made in another. The Re- 
.marker quite miftakes this point ; for, inflead of 
being an alteration of fo great confequence to 
the Conftiturion of the Commons, as this ncv9 
propofal ia of that of the Lords» it was an alee- 
ration of no confequence at all. Suppofe the 
towns of Watchet and Dunfter, two fea ports in 
jBomerfetflitre, to have been deftroyed in the 
wars with Irelhnd in Queen Elizabeth's time. 
The inhabitants^ on account of poverty, apply 
td die Crown to be exempted from the charge 
pf paying four Members to reprefcnt them in 
Parliament. The Crown fome time after grants 
Charters' to two neighbouring towns in flourifh- 
tag circumflranc^s, and directs the writs at a fol- 
lowing iiiiTunons of a Parliament to be fcnt to 
Tiverton and Honiton^ inftead o£ Wajtcbet and 
Dunfter. Let any body judge if this, alteraticm 
4raA be of any confequence to the Houfe of 
^mtfiODM^ Here is^ nothing dfe but the places 

chan^d; 
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changed ; and four Members from Tiverton and 
Honiton are the fame thing as four from Watchct 
and Dunfter. But to flate this matter with nicety 
would require much more labour and time than 
I am able to allow it. 

Another argument, which the Remarker fays 
the Plebe[an furnifhes againft himfclf, is, 
^ That he owns the Prerogative has been re- 
** trenched in feveral inftances ; becaufe without 
*^ fuch retrenchment the Power of it appeared 
** exorbitant and dangerous to the Commons/ 
But thefe retrenchments being now made, the 
qucftion at prefent is, Whether the Commons 
ought to go on dripping the Crown of every 
jewel, till it becomes lefs refplendent than aDoge . 
of Venice's coronet, or lefs comfortable than the 
Sword-bearer's Cap of Maintenance ; and, what 
is of the greatefl: moment to the Commons, left 
able to protedt them againft the Power of a 
Houfc of Lords, if ever their Lordfhips ihould 
be difpofed to claim a larger fliare of authority 
than belongs to them ? 

As to the complaint tlje Remarker makes, That 
the Plebeian applies io memFaffionSj and nrt 
their Reafons ; and declaims injiead of arguing 5 
what muft be faid in anfwer to this is, That people 
mud make ufe of what arm they have. On the 
one fide, it is evident there can be nothing but 
arguing and reafoning, and declaimuag and ex- 
emplifying ; but, on the other, the Flebeiam 
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s afraid there are more irrefiftible arts of apply- 
ng to the Fajftons^ rather than to the Reafons of 
lien, or clfe he would not have one minute's 
pain for the iflue of this queftion. 

The manner in which the Remarker dates the 
Plebeian's argument, relating to the JhuUing 
up the door of the Houfe of LordSy (hews he eithe^ 
wilfully or ignorantly miftakes that part of the 
Contrdverfy : *' For, after having cited the words 
" of the Plebeian, he afks, if it can be detri- 
" mental to the Houfe of Lords, and at the fame 
" time throw into their hands all the places and 
^* honours that the Crown can confer upon them ? 
** Will that body of men, which would become 
*\ mean and defpicable, and ofFenfive as a flag- 
<* nated pool, by the means of this alteration, 
" be raifed by the fame means to be the moft 
*• formidable «and moft honoured part of the 
«• Conftitution ? Or would they be able, with- 
« out numerous recruits of wealth, learning, and 
^* induftry, tooppofe any thing for the good of 
?* the Community ?" To this i anfwer, It will 
not be detrimental to them in point of Power, 
hut will be detrimental on account of thofe 
talents that ought to accompany Power; the 
ivant of which the Commons will feel in their 
^dicature-, and in many more particulars. They 
miW be ofenjive to others, but not perceive it 
Ihcmfelves ; they will be formidable, but not bo'-^ 

mured % 
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" Lords will run the Conftitution intaan AriC*i 
^ tocracy ;** this matter ihall be fully confidered 
prefently, when I come to examine the -Old 
Whi^s (late of the cafe. 

In a following paragraph, where the Ke* 
marker takes notice of what the Px.£BRtAN urgci 
on the fide of the King and Commons, vit. 
" 1 hat an ill Minifter might be /kfeened againft 
*' them both, if this Law (hould take place, by 
•* reafon that in- fuch cafe he would know 
" exafily his judges (who might likcwifcbc his 
*^ accomplices), and fo adt with impunity; the 
** Remarker argues. That if this bill does not 
** pafs, an innocent Minifter cannot be fecure, 
•* nor a guilty one puniflied, if the Crown fliould 
•' add to thcHoufe of Peers a fufficient number 
f' of the enemies of the one, or of the friend» 
** of the other/* In either of which cafes the 
utmofl iniquity muft be fuppofed in the Crawn, 
which, I confefs, I cannot bring myfelf to dOt 
and therefore my argument remains entire. And 
it would grieve me to the heart, if I could think 
$here were any innocent Mnijlers^ who ought to 
be emboldened by the confcioufnefs of thek 
integrity, and yet fliould have greater appre^ 
henfions from honeft a^ftions, than have been 
hitherto (hown by men of the moft guilty con- 
fcienccs, through the many ages that this Coii- 
flitutirti 
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ilitutidn^hdi^fc^&ftedy without thealteration now 
dcfired.i * * >: . 

The Remarker thinks it wonderful how the 
Plebeian could 'advance, ^^ That the number 
"*of the Houfc of Commons not being fubjedt 
** to Bh increafe, is the only advantage that they' 
" enjoy idiftirfft ;-froiA the Houfe of Lords;'' 
and'alledges) that j// tieir Lard/hips Privileges 
together are '^ot equal to ^that one. of commanding 
the pur fe of the - community. Were it true, that 
the Commoners enjoyed this privilege of com- 
manding the purfe of the Community y diftindtfrom 
the Hdufe of Lords, they would be very eafy as 
to the increafihgi or diminifhing, or fixing their 
number^* or as to any thing elfe that might be- 
long to that Noble Affembly. But, alas ! this is 
not the cafe; for their Lordihip's concurrence 
is. as neceffary to a money-bill, as to any other 
bill :.;iiay,, whether a money-bill may not origi- 
nallyital^ its riCe in their Houfe, is a point never 
yet clearly given up by their Lordfliips, if 1 am 
not Yf ry much mifinformed ; and whether they 
mliy jiOt be- more inclinable to difpute this mat- 
tor^ if ever their door cotties to be fliut in the 
manner now propofed, may deferve very ferious 
rcfle6fiofa. 

Thus having anfwered every objedlion made 
to the former Plebeian by the Old fVhigj ex- 
cept fuch ab: will occur in confidering this ar- 

Y ^\xtcvt.\xx 
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gument/u he ftttet it bsmfelf ; I fliatt now pro- 
ceed to that point which I propoTcd at firft fet* 
ting out* 

I agfee with cur Authors ** That the beft 
'' kind of Government is that which is compofed 
<^ of thefe three branches, the Rtgai^ the NaUe, 
<« and the Plebeian.'* This is at prefent our 
happy Conftitution : '^ But then/' fays this Au« 
thor, '^ we have one imperfedion or defed in it, 
'* which wants to be remedied ; and that is, the 
<^ Crown has too great a power over one branch 
<< of this Conftitution, nsmely, the Ncbli ; in 
'* that the Crown can, whenever it pleafes, add 
'< fo many to their number as to influence their 
^^ adions.** And this Author likewife affures 
us, p. 4. ^^ That the Crown has power enough 
^' alfo to gain aHoufe of Commons of what conu 
** plexion it pleafcs." From whence I obferve, 
firfty That if it be a fault in the Confiirutioiii 
that the Crown has fo great power over one 
branch of the Conftitution, the Nehle^ as this 
Author afErnis, it is as great an impcrfedion 
that the Crown has fo great a Power, as he alfo 
affirms it has, over the Plebeian. And there- 
fore this Author fhould have propofcd fome 
method to have remedied this defed in the 
latter, as well as in the former branch ; or elfc 
that perfedion in the Conftitution, he feems to 
be defirous of, cannot be arrived at. He con« 
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tends, that it is abfolutely neceflary the L»rds 
flmdd be eniirely independeni of the Qrewn. An 
impartial friend to the whole body of the people^ 
and to found reafon, would have faid as much 
for the Commons. Then thefe two Eftates would 
have been upon a level. But even by fuch an 
alteration, which is the only equal one, our 
Conftitution would not be mended, but made 
much worfe ; for if both Lords and Commons 
were as independent of the Crown as this Author 
defires the Lords may be, the unhappy confe- 
quence that muft enfue would be, that if any 
difcord Ihould arife betwixt them, and each re- 
main inflexibly refolved, here the Conftitution 
would certainly want a calling poiver ; and the 
only way of ending the difpute muft be like a 
Polifb Dyet, by getting up on borfeback. And 
therefore this Power now in the Crown, aod 
which has been in it for fo many ages, is ne^ 
ceflary for the good of the whole Community, 
to prevent the greateft confufion, which might 
otherwife arife from the paffions of men. 

The Crown once parted with this Power out 
of its hands to the Commons ; and that conceit 
fion produced the ruin of the Monarchy, and of 
the l^eerage. If the Crown ihould part with 
the Power now to the Lx>rds, that it has over 
them, why may it not be very reafonably appre* 

T z hended. 
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hended, that the fame fatal confeqtience majr 
enfue to the King and the Commons ? 

If it be neccflary, as it has been plainly fhewn, 
that the Power now in the Crown fliould remain 
there, for thb good of the people in general ; it 
is as neceffary for the defence and^ advantage of 
the Crown itfelf. The Lords (by the Power 
the Crown has of adding to their number) area 
flud:uating uncertain body. This is all that 
gives the Crown any influence over them, and 
prevents combinations, cabals, and fadiorvs 
againft th^ Crown. But if the door comes once 
to be fhut, fo that the Crown cannot make any 
confiderable. addition to their number in any 
exigencies wllatever, what a door is opened at 
the fame time to form a Power fuperior to that 
of the Crown, and fuperior to all human con- 
troul ! Then they will become a fixed certain 
body : and ftiould three o?;fppr ambitious bold 
men combine together hereafter, of the greateft 
families, and the greateft eftatcs, where would 
the difficulty be of getting a majority of two 
iundred thirty-five? and, if once obtainedi 
-what jemedy; could be provided in fo defperatc 
,a cafe ? Whilft they afit in. the common piethods 
of governhienti they would command all J(h 
'n)ours^ rbnd,jfli[ould they ever aft in an arbitrary 
-mannepj-neceffiiiy and felf defence would make 
, the union amongft them the ftrongcr, 

Iwill 
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I will now examine what the Author of the 
Old Whig calls the Great Pointy and which ought 
to carry the. chief weight with us in this cafe ; 
wliich is, " That the Alteration now propofed 
V will givjC fucliafpighty Power to the bulk 
*'^f.the £«^//^,Conimons, as can never be 
** counterbalanced by the body of the Nobility* 
" Should we fuppofe two hundred thirty-five 
*« Peers poffeffed onje with another of 5000I. per 
'' dnwm^xhis would amount to no more than 
'* i,i75,oool.^^r annum. And what is fuch a 
*' property, ' and the Power arifing out of it, 
'* compared with the Power arifing out of the 
'^ property of thofe many millions poflfeflcd by 
" the Commons ?" 

By this ftate of the cafe, we are to fuppofe on 
the one hand a certain, limited, fixed, hereditary 
body, of two hundred thirty-five Peers, enjoy- 
ing great privileges above the Commons, and 
poffeffed of an annual revenue amounting to 
i,i75,oooh which they have entirely in their 
own power ; and this eftate not fo equally di- 
vided as 5000L per ann^ to every individual, but 
to fome the command of 50,000!. a year apiece, 
others not 5ooh a year. On the other hand, 
you muft fuppofe a body of above twice the 
number fluftuating, unfixed, in the. power of • 
their Prince every moment, at furtheft not able 
to fubfift above a few years, aiad ^offit^^^ oS. 
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not near half the cftate before-mentioned ; is it 
not too evident which of thefe two bodies muft 
deflroy the other^ if once this Ihould come to 
be really the cafe ? The Lords are PnncipalSi 
and ad: entirely for themfelves : the Com* 
jAibners are no farther PriDQpkts than as to the 
eftates they pofiefs themfelves. As our Author 
hias ft&ted this matter, in order to magnify the 
powe^ of the wealth of the Commons, though 
he is all along fpieaking of the aggregate bodyi 
yet he would iiifinuate as if they had as great 
command over the univerfal Body of the People, 
as the Lords have over themfelves. This is as 
niiuch as to fay, that the four Members of the 
city of London have as abfolute command over 
the eftates of all the inhabitants of that great 
Metropolis f as any four Lbrds have over their 
tenants. Indeed, if the Commons had a Power 
of laying taxes upon the eftates of all thofe they 
reprefent, that would be the fame thing in this 
cafe, provided they had it abftraftedly from the 
Lords. But this fallacy, which is often infinu- 
ated in this Pamphlet, has been already detefted. 
The Commons have no more power over their 
fellow- fubjedts eftates than the Lords : they 
cannot lay any tax without their Lordlhips con- 
currence. And all that is peculiar to the Com- 
mons in this matter is, that they have hitherto 
been allowed to chufe what tax they judged 

eaiiefl 
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eaieft for the p^ple : but every day's expe* 
rience (hews us, that, if the Lords differ in opt* 
nidi from the Commons, their power is at aa 
end. The better to illuflrate this Great Prints 
as our Author jHfoperly calls it ; as he has com- 
puted the value of the wealth of the body of 
Peers^ I will take the liberty to compute the 
value of the wealth of the body of the Com- 
mons« Suppofing them to be worth, one with 
mother, Zoo\, per am. including perfonal eftates, 
which I am certain is not difparaging this, or 
any other Houfe of Commons that has fat in a 
Britift Parliament ; the annual income of five 
hundred fifty- eight Commoners will amount to 
4469400I ; which is fo infignificant a fum, in 
proportion to the value of the property of the 
Lords, that I will beg leave to compute his 
Majefly's whole Civil Lift with the property of 
the Commons, both fums together making but 
one million forty-fix thoufand four hundred 
pounds; and there will flill remain a balance on 
their Lordfhips' fide of one hundred twenty- 
eight thoufand fix hundred pounds per- annum. 
^irefore^ if it is an uncontejied maxim^ Tiat Power 
follows property, p. 283 ; here is Power, here is 
Property ; and let the body that pofTefTes both 
in fuch a degree be but once made fo indepen- 
dent as is propofed, would not the Crown, would 
pot the Commons, be abfolutely under the Do- 
Y 4 wm\av\ 
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minion t)f the Lords^ according|tOrthi9cAuthdr'« 
own way of reafoning } r ;;.;;. 

I am fatisfi^d the, controverfy. is ^^^d :bece : 
but I will fuppofe niy Autjipr.npt tOrhave been 
miflaken fo very grofl^y^ancj examipe.hi&argi)* 
ment upon an imagination that {he .property of 
the Houfe of Commons was ten times Supe- 
rior to that of Lords, whereas the property 
of the Lords is near three times as m.uchas 
theirs; yet, even in this cafe, the Ix)rds would 
have the advantage of them ; becaufe ap united 
conftant body of men, always a^ing for the fame 
intereft and grandeur, and purfuing a cputtnued 
. fcheme, muft be an over-match for fo tranfitory 
a body, and made up of perfons of fuch dif* 
ferent views and interefts as the Hpufe of Com- 
mons is. To bring an example on thid head. 
Let us imagine the ftock of the Bank of England 
to be of the value of one millioti, and the ftock 
or cafh of all the Bankers, Scriveners, Gold- 
fmiths, and dealers in Money throughout Lon- 
don, to be four times or eight times that fum ; 
is there any body who does not believe the Bank, 
incorporated and well compafted in all refpeds 
for its own private intereft, will not have a 
greater Power, greater credit and authority, than 
all thofe particular Proprietors of a much larger 
capital, who cannot pofTibly be ever put into any 
pofturc. fo as to a'5t with that weight for their 

intereft, 
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intereft, as the Bank will do for itfelf in the 
circumftances above- mentioned ' The great 
Power of. all fuch fixed bodies is chiefly owing 
to tihis drcumftance, that two or three perfons 
always gjovcrn the reft ; and it is as well the 
common intercft of the focicty that they Ihould 
be fo govemed, as the particular intercft of the 
goremor^. In this their ftrength chiefly con- 
fids.^ ^nd fyr, this reafon five or fix hundred 
J!«orids (if any body can be fo wild as to fuppofc 
tl|i,ei Crown Will every incrcafe their number to 
fuch- a degree) will not be fo terrible to the 
.Crpwn orthe.Feople, a3 two hundred thirty-five, 
o^ any fuch ^iedl numben For to fuppofe that 
the majority oi two hundred thirty-five Lords, 
were they fo fixed, would not be entirely di- 
rejfted and influgiced by three or four amongft 
them of the greateft wealth, abilities, and refo- 
lution^ is as abfurd and improbable to common 
reafon andconftant experience, as any thing that 
can be thought of. 

If It be allowed then, as it certainly muft ,be, 
that the weight of fo great Power, and of fuch 
difproportionable Property, may by this means 
cojxie into a very few hands ; what havock may 
it not make of the dignity of the Crown, and 
cf the liberty of the People ? 

Thus I have flicwn the certain deftrudtive 
confequences of this projedt, as ftated by the 

Plebei^n^ 
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Plebeian, and even as flated by the Old Whig 
himfelf. I mull confefs, I do not believe that 
the Authors of this fcheme were appithenfive 
how far it would go ; but fince it is now fo pldo^ 
that be who runs may read, I hope they them* 
felves will defifl from fo defperate an under- 
uking. 

I cannot help obftrving, that his Majefty ii 
treated with great indignity by the Author be- 
fore me, in feveral paffages of his pamphlet. In 
one place he fays, ^' Whilft the door of the 
** Houfe of Lords is always open^ people of over- 
^ flowing fortunes may find no great difficulty 
^ in procuring an entrance/' In another, he in- 
finuates, that ^^ there is another kind of merit 
<* befides what arifes from virtuous a£tk)nS| 
*< learning, and induflry, that has been often 
** rewarded with Peerage /* I am fatisfied his 
Majefty has ufcd this prerogative, as he has 
done every other prerogative of the Crown, 
with the greatcft difccrment, and therefore I am 
willing to truft it ftill in his hands. The Houfe 
of Lords is treated by this Author ftill more en 
cavalier than his Majefty. His words are thcfc : 
^' If the tnglifti Commonalty ihould (by this 
*^ Bill) gain oijly this (ingle advantage, I think 
" it a very confiderable one, that it will hinder 
" the nation from being over-run with LordSt 
«• We know, that in the fale of an eftatc it is no 

** fmall 
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" fmall recommendation to the buyer, that there 
'* is DO Lord within fo many miles of it ; and 
" the diftance of fuch a borderer is often looked 
" upon as an equivalent to a year's purchafe. 
'* But who can be fecure from fuch a neighbour, 
** whilft the fpecies is fo apt to increafe and 
^ multiply ? I fhali not iniift upon paying of 
'* debts^ which is looked upon as a moral duty 
" amongft Commoners, who cannot but be 
** forry to fee any additions to an order of men 
** that are (heltered by privileges from the de- 
*^ mands of their honeft and indudrious crc- 
^' dttors. To which many confiderations of the 
** like nature might be added, were they not 
<« obvious to the private reflection of every 
<' feadcr *.*' 

I cannot very well account for it, how this 
Author comes to take fo great a liberty as he 
has done here ; even fo far, as to endeavour to 
make it believed, that the Lords arc flickered 
from their juft debts ; whereas every one knows, 
a Lord's goods and effc6>s are liable to the pur- 
fuitof his creditors, though his perfon is always 
protefled. This Author and I differ on every 
account, as to what relates to this branch ol the 
Legiflature. They feem to me to have been 
for many years, and to be at prefenr, a juft and 
honourable body. This, I think, is owing to 
the frame of that body, and the fituatton it 
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h in, I am againft altering cither, left they 
ihould become tyrannical and odious. The 
Old Whig reprefents them to be at prefcrita 
fpecies of fuch a nature as i dare not venture to 
repeat, but muft refer to • bis own words ; and 
yet contends to vefl: them with much greater 
Powers than they now have. 

I have but one remark more to make upon 
this Author, which is indeed in a matter of the 
laft confequence, and which cannot be throughly 
confidcied till the next Paper. The Author of 
tlie Old Whig has very truly ftated the Power 
of the Crown, as it relates to the Legiflature, in 
thcfe words : 

** The Crovvn, as a branch of the Legiflature, 
** cannot defirc a greater prerogative, than that 
*• of a negative in the pafling of a law : and as 
** it ought not to influence either Houfe in their 
•• debates, what can a good King defire more, 
**' than the power of approving or rcjedlingany 
*^ fuch bill as cannot pafs into a law without 
« the Royal AfTent ^ ?" 

As I readily admit of all that is here ad* 
vanced, That the Regal part of the Legiflature 
is to wait for the advice of its Great Council, 
both Houfcs of Parliament, and to give its ne- 
gative to what it does not approve ; that doing 
otherwifc would be influencing the debates of 
one or both lloufes, and turning the Confti- 

* p. iSo* 
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tution quite upfide down : as 1 fincerely allow 
a good King cannot defire any more than the 
approving or rejcdling any Bill offered him ; and 
as I believe from the bottom of my heart, that 
we never had fo good a King as we have now : 
what credit can I give to what this Author 
-aflettSy that i&ii Mnj^Jly has already Jtgmjicd his 
confent on this pointy of fo great confequence to 
himfelf, and to the very being of his Faithful 
Commons, before he has fo much as once heard 
their Opinion ? Our Author calls this an aS 
of unparalleled goodnefs. But what I have to 
fay upon this fubjedt, I ihall referve to another 
opportunity, if what this Author feems to be 
aflured of fliould prove true. 

%• On the 28th of March was advertifed, " The Patriciak, 
o H^ II« ConfiileFations on tlie Pexaag e^ in anfwer to the Pleakiav^ 
^ continued. 

' ** Biit the \vi!d vulgar, over dlfcontent, 

" Their gnm'ing fears in fecret murmurs vent ; 
'*^ Still prone to change, though ft ill die flavcs of flate, 
".And fure tlie Monarch, whom they have, to liate, 
" Madly they make new Lo:ds." Ptf? r's Theb. 

.In an sdvortiiement of the fame date, anr.CHXicing the Third Number 
«f tha Plsbbiam, is this caution : *< N. B. Whereas it is fufpe^lcd 
<' by a great many people, that the Patkician, faid to be writ agaioft 
!* the PL<B.aiASf» is really v^Tit by one of tiie Came fide, which is an 
** dUi trick amongft Writers ; the Publick is hereby aflured, tliat tlie 
^ Author of the Pli 8 EI an' lias not any hand in that Paper/' 

. f 4't "^ To mo^rowy being the day ap^xiinted for the Call of the Ho- 
** qounUe Houfe of Commons, will be publihed, by J . Roberts, « A Dif< 
^f courfe tipon- Hononr and Peerage. Occafioned by the prefeiit Reports 
^.of a Bill now depending relating to the State of the Houfe of Poeii. 
« By an EleAor, Peer of Scotland. 
" Vimis repulfse nefcia fordidac 

y iiuaadnatif fialj^it hoaovibus." Hor. 3 Od. ii. 17. 

! rii ■: •' St. James'iPoft, ^vtAl>\^^V 
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N° III. Monday, March 30, 1719. 
By a Member of the Houss of Commons. 
Farther Considerations upon the Rbfojlts 

RELATING TO THE PeERAOS. 

THE Plcbeian expeded before now to 
have heard again from the Old WhiGj 
cfpeciaily as to his making good the laft par- 
ticular taken notice of in the Faper^ Numb« IL 
which relates to the part he was pleafed to affirm 
his Majefty had already taken in this affair; and 
for which there does not feen^ to be ainy foun- 
dation. However^ as age is apt to be Jlaw^ the 
Plebeian is willing to wait fome time long^ 
to be fatisfied in that point. In the mean whUe, 
to ihew with how much candor he proceeds in 
this difputCj he will not decline publifhing in 
this paper a Speech made in a kind of a private- 
public * Company, for the Bill 5 in which all the 
arguments on that fide the quefiion are ui^ed 
with that great flrength Of reafon, and with al) 
that advantage of oratory, for which the honour- 
able perfon who made it is fodefervedlyadiQired. 
The form in which it was fent to the PtB- 
BEX AN is as follows 2 

* In a Committee of the Hoofo of Coaunoas. 

A SPEECH 
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A SPEECH in the Long Room at the 
Comptroller's *. 

" Optat Epbippia bos +/'— Hor. i Ep. xiv.43. 

*' Mr. Bladen^ 

" THOUGH the worthy gentleman that 
^ fpoke laft has reprefented the Bill that occa* 
'* fions this meeting as defiruftive of all that 
*^ ought to be dear to every ope that values 
^ \m countrjr^ yet I am not alhamed to appear 
** for it with all the little zeal I am mafier of. 
^* According to the way that I have the honour 
*^ of thinking of this matter^ this feems to me to 
'' be the beft Bill that ever was offered us^ and 
■•* therefore IJball be for it to the lafi drop of my 
H breath. I wiih any gentleman would lay his 
*' hand upon his heart, and anfwer me whether 
'^ the making twelve Lords at once in a late 
<* reigPy was not the wickedefl thing that ever 
^' was he«rd of. And fuch a thing I am certain 
*' may be attempted again, if we do not ihew 
'^ them a new game, and give thtm one and thirty 
^ of our own friends, to prevent any fuch prac« 
** tke for the future. The worthy gentleman 
^^ was pleafed to fay, That the noble Lord who 
** was the author of that advice might in fome 
^' meafure be excufcd, if that matter is com- 
•* piuxd with what is now propofed. 

* Maitik BLiiDtNy Efq; Chairman of tho CommitceaL oo the 
I^ O M i n KUy was Comptroller of the Mint. 

f <* The Ox iMOold Trappings weax." Duncom« c. 

4 *^ TV^v 
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" That Lord fays,' he plainly ibewed that 
^' he thought what he did was a justifiable adion, 
** becaufe he left the door opea for himfelf.to 
" to be called to account for it, in the Tame 
" manner as all other Minifters had done before 
"him; and did nOt endeavour to j)Ut hirofelf 
" out of all reach, by fixing thofc pecfons.tohe' 
^* his judges, who concurred ivith hint in what 
" he did. Sir, I muft tell that worthy gentle- 
** man, that though it has often happened that 
** wicked men have been infatuated,:and flipped 
" their opportunity ; yet that fliould not preycnt 
" honeft gentlemen from providing for their 
*^ own fafety upon the: tiki oacafiom ' In Siff 
*• thefe cafes, that worthy perfon added, that we 
•^ ought to confider quo animo a nian ads. I 
" have already given my judgement', in anothei* 
" place as to thofe words, and J ihall give thcf 
*.* fame opinion here again. The gentleman; hi? 
** thinks that this is a vetybad Bill ;t that is 
** his quo animo. I think it a very good one'; 
** that is my ''quo animo. As to whtec be fiiff 
** about the Scotch Lords, that this would 
*^ be invading their property, and taking away 
*' their birthright, out of a pretence of curing 
*' a public inconvenience ; and that, inthefame 
'^ way of arguing, any Parliament may as well 
*^ take away the Funds; noFliirig being more 
*' inconvenient to the publick, than paying fuch 
I .-^^ great 
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*' great and endlcfs taxes : I hope the gentlemaft 
^' will allow there is a great deal of difference 
** between what is done by friends, and what 
*' is done by enemies. If we do take away 
•* their property, I hope there is nobody here 
'• that imagines that we do it out of ill- 
" will ; and the world muft allow, that what is 
"donie is rather out of kindnefs to ourfelves, 
" than out of malice to them. Befides, I have 
'* been informed by a very Honourable Gentle-^ 
'* man^ That three of them are Boys at fchooli 
" and I hope nobody can imagine at this time 
" of day, that any of thofe Gentlemen, for 
" whom I own 1 have the greateft efteem, 
^* would be fo barbarous as to hurt young boys^ 
** out of an, averjion to their perfons. As for 
••thofe of riper years y there are feveral of them 
•' Jacobites, as the fame Honourable Per/on has 
'• aflured me; and I hope no fuch fort of people 
•' will meet with any encouragement here. 
•• Gentlemen are pleafed to dwell much upon 
*' the Scotch Nobility in this cafe, as if their 
•* Rcprcfentatives intended to take their property. 
«• from them ; whereas it is very plain, they 
^« intend to make a Pr-— — of them j and is not 
•• that the fame thing to the whole nation, fo 
^* long as it is all amongft their own countrymen ? 
" And therefore I cannot Imagine how any body 
fi can be fo abfurd^ as to look upon this as a 
Z *' breach 



; « to be -^7o,bcr M-mVfters had don ^,^^^.^^, 

" *'"'°^1 v^Ho •^-"'^^^^^f^w worthy gen^ 
» his judges, ^^j,^ ^,1^ , VLppenea tlU 

„ ^-tcked meo ha^t ^^^,ft,ou U not j 

.. theft "^^f"' „f .„ 9»" ""'"'• ' " ta a« 



" ':'"'rop-.rionV.ct= 'B'-"- /bid lim:' 
<t lame opuu ^^y uau 

;. Uun^s that th« ^ . ^ ^ ,,,, go^ 






f ^^ 



WW 









r - '.^ 



r 



338 Th« PI'EBEtAifc N*3; 

*• breach of the Unipn: And! hope Wc fliaU 
*^ hear no more of that matter* 
. ** There has been one thiog often bfinuated 
'• in this debate, as if fome gS||)tien;ieB were in- 
1^ flueilced to come into this propofal by affuram 
«' of Peerages^ as if they ^bad warranty in ibeif 
S^ pockets^ and I do not know w^at*/ For mjr. 
" part, Sir, I zSi according to the bell of my 
?* underjtandingy and none of thofe mean con- 
f ^ fiderations can have any weight with me. As 
f ^ for all their titles and honours, / cqfi tbem all 
*' behind my backy like chaff before jbe windi For 
<< all which realbns, I ihall be heartily {or the 
^rBill." 

♦^» « The PATRICIAN, N® III. was pabiihed, April 4, 1729. 

*< We are beft of all led b 

<* Mens principles by what they do." Hud. 

On the fame day appeared, « The MODERATOR, N^ I. TaBt 
<* continued occafionally. The Arguments for and againft fuch a Bill is 
•' is talked of, for regulating the Peerage, fairly flated, with fdmc Re- 
♦< flexions upon the whole. By a Member of Parliament, Meifw tw 
*t tijfmus. Printed for J. Roberts, Price 6d." This feems to have beea 
the only Number. 

. « The comiJicated Queftion dividedf^upon the Bill now depending ia 
« Parliament, relating to Peerage, written by Mr. AlCilI. Sddby 
<« 'J. Darby and J. Roberts, P*ice 6d." 

- <« Remarks on a PamphleC, intituled. The Thoughts of a Memkr 
«< of the Lower Houfe. Piinted for J. Roberts, Price* 6d." 

- On rhe t rth of April, 1719, ttre fdurth Nurfiber of thfe Vkrkiciit 
Vfi^ pubUihed, with this note from the Cato of Mr, AojiisoN. 

^ « -While the Fathers of the Senate meet 
■ ^ In ciofe debate — 
■' f< W ilh love of Freedom — 

^« I'll tiuinUcr in their ears their country's caufo, 

f' And try 10 rouf<! up a\\ iV\ai's Et'\x.u\x to. Oiftni*'* 
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N*' 2. Thursday, April 2, 1719. 

WITH 

Remarks updN the Fl£b£iak« 



■Eja 



' •* Quid ftatis ? Nolint. Atqui licet effe beatis. 
*' Quid caufae eft, merito quin illis Jupiter ambas 
•' Iratus buccas inflet ; ncque fe fore pofthac 
" Tarn fecileiri dicat?" HoR. i Sat. i. i8. 

** Why ftarid you thus ? whence fpririgs this ttrange 

<*dfclay?- 
•* None will be blefsM, yet every mdttal may. 
•* Since Heaven, incens'd, no more will condefcend 
*' To their next fuit, a gracious ear to lend.*' 

Shard. 

^IHhE Author of the Plebeian, to Ihew 
A himfelf a pefedt ttidfter in the vocation of 
Pamphlet tjoritingy begins like i fon of Grubftreef^ 
with declaring the greateft efteem he faa^ fdr 
himfelf, and the cdntempt he entertain^ for the 
fcribblers of thi age. One would think, by his 
way df repreftnttng it^ that the liiiexpefted ap- 
pearance of his pamphlet was ^§ great a fui> 
prize upon the world as that of the late meteor, 
or indeed fomething m6re tei-tible, if you will 
believe the Author's magnificent dcfcriptibn of 
his own performance. The Plebeian -f, fays he, 

• See pp. 2S2* ^4i- t^* 3^<>- 



340 The O L D W H I G. N« a. 

fiarting forth unexpectedly y they were forced Ckc 
people in a furpr'tTJe, or on an invafion^ to march 
immediately any troops they had. If Cardinal AU 
beroni^s attempt, which furniflics the alluiiOD> 
fucceeds no better than that of his friend the 
Pamphleteer, he will not have much to boaft of* 
Our Author, in his triumphant progrefs, firft 
animadverts on a Writer, whom he fays he never 
read, which being my own cafe, I Ihall leave 
that Writer to defend himfelf. The fecond he 
mentions, confidering the ftrength of his argu- 
ments, and the clofenefs of his reafoning, dc- 
ferved a little more regard from the Plebeian, 
who, it feems, with much ado "went through the 
performance. This would cert^nly have been 
true, had he gone through it with a defign to 
anfwer it. 

Having routed Baronius, and confounded Bcl- 
larmine, pafs ive on to the next, faid the Country 
Curate to his admiring audience. Our Author 
purfues his conquefts with the fame fatisfadion 
and intrepidity. In the firft place he is angry 
with a writer for affuming the name of the Old 
Whig, who may more juftly recriminate upon 
this Author for taking that of the Plebeian, a 
title which he is by no means fond of retaining, 
if we may give credit to many ihrewd gueffers. 
But he tells the Old Whig *, that he expeiled 
from that title no lefs than the utmoji wrath and 

indiz' 
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indignation agdinji the Houfe of Lords. How does 
this agree with the cenfure he paffes upon him 
afterwards, for ireatifig that fpecies infuch a man- 
ner as be dares not venture to repeat * / I muft 
however remind this Author of the Milk with 
which he nurfes our Noblts, not to omit his Jlag^ 
nated Pool\ paiTages of fuch a nature, that, in 
imitation of the Author, I Ihall difpatch them 
with an Horrefco ref evens ! 

The Author, in the next paragraph, gives us 
Si definition of the point in debate, viz. that it is 
zjumbk t and a Hodge-Fodge ; a moft clear, com- 
prehenfive, and elegant account of the matter ! 

The Author then continues his animofities 
againfl: the Ephori of Lacedamon ; but this paf- 
fage I Ihall wave for two reafons : Fir ft, becaufc . 
it is nothing to the purpofe ; Secondly, becaufc 
I am informed there are two or three keen dif- 
putants, who will return a proper anfwer to it, 
when they have difcovered the Author. 

The Plebeian proceeds to deteft an imaginary 
miftake in the Old Whig, for having afferted 
that there has been as great an alteration in one 
branch of the Legiflature^ as is now propofed to be 
made in another. A fadt immediately puts an 
end to a difpute, and, in the cafe before us, 
fiands thus : 

* P- 33*' t P' 3ta« 

Z i King 
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King Henry VIII. adde4 td the! ^^ , 

Houfe of Cominons — j3 
King Edvyard VI. — — r 44 
Queen Mary — -^ ^^ 
Queen tlizabcth — -— 6z 
KingJ^mesI. -r-- — 27 
The queftion now is, whether the reftraining 
the pumber of the Houfe of Common^ to what 
it is at prefcnt, was not as great an alteration in 
that branch of the Legiflature, as the reflridtioD 
now propofed would be to the other branch of 
the Legiflature, ihould it take place ip it. To 
which I ihaU add the following quefticn: 
Whether the inconveniencQ^, arifing from that 
continual increafe in the Houfe of Coaimousi 
did not make the reftraint ppon it prudent and 
neceflury \ and, Whether, if the like inconveni- 
ences arife from this perpetually increafing 
Houfe pf Lprds it is not as neceflary and as pru- 
^ dent ro put a ftop to it ? As for the little towns 
pf Watchet and Dunjiery our Author can draw 
nothing from them to the advantage of his caufe, 
if he can beflow labour and time enough, of 
which he finds it neceflary to be very fparing 
in this argument, to perufe the printed lift of 
counties and boroughs, to whom the privilege 
of fending Peprefentaiives ro Parliament was 
graiued or reftored by the feveral Princes iibove- 
n^enrioncd ; hikI ro anl'wer the (horr query pro- 
pofed to him nt the end ot it, with relation to 
^ Jllizabelh. Mtec 
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After having propofed thefe queftions in plain 
terms, I come in the next place to one of the 
Plebeian.'s, which is carried on in metaphor, 
till it ends in fomething that is paft my under- 
ftanding. But thefe retrenchments being now made. 
the queftion, fays he, at prefent is, whether the 
Commons ought to go on gripping the Crown of every 
jewel, till it becomes lefs refplendent than the Doge 
§f Venice's coronet, or lefs comfortable than the 
Sword-bearer^ s Gap of Maintenance ^ f 1 Ihall 
only confront this metaphorical query with one 
that is adapted to men of ordinary capacities* 
•* Thefe retrenchments being made, whether 
^^ the Commons ought to accept the offer of the 
^* Crown, to part with a prerogative that is ftill 
^* exorbitant and dangerous to the Community ?*' 
But our Author*s chief concern is for the 
poor Houfe of Commons, whom he reprefents 
ts naked and defencelefs, when the Crown, by 
lofing this prerogative, would be lefs able topro^ 
teii them againji the Power of a Houfe of Lords -f-. 
Who forbears laughing, when the Spanifh Friar 
xcpycfents Little Dickev J, under the perfon 
of Gomez, infulting the Colonel that was able to 
fright hipi out of his wits with a fingle frown ? 
This Gomez, fays \it,fiew upon him like a dragcn, 
got him down, the Devil being firong in kim, and 
gave, him bajtinado on baJHnado, and buffet upon 

4 P. 316. t ibk»i'» + See pp. 253. 339. 

Z 4 bufet^ 
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bufiety which the pcor meek CoUmelj being proftrate^ 
Suffered with a woji Cbriftian Patience. The 
improbability of the fa& never fails to raife 
mirth in the audience; and one may venture to 
anfwer for a Britifh Houfc of Commons^ if we 
may guefs from its condud lutherto, that it will 
fcarce be either fo tame or fp weak^ as our Au* 
thor fuppofes. 

The Plebeian, to turn oflp the force of the 
remark upon another paragraph, has recourfe to 
alhift that is of great ufe to controverfial Writers, 
\Y affirming that his Antagonift miftakes his 
pieaning. Let the impartial Reader judge 
whether an anfwer, that proves this alteration 
uauld not be detrimental ta the Houfe of Furs^ is 
not fuited to an objedion which fays in fo many 
words, that // would be detrimental to the Houfe 
itfelf*. But, fays the Plebeian in this his reply 
Xo the Oj.D Whig, // will not be detrimental to 
tbem'in point of Power , but it tvill be detrimental 
on account of thofe talents which ought to acconh 
pany Power, the want of which the Commons wiB 
feel in their judicature. Which is, in other 
words, ^* I do not mean when I fay that it wiUhe 
" detrimental to the Houfe ofPeerj itfelfj that it 
<* will be detrimental to thp Peers, but that it 
f ' will be detrimental to the Commons/' I ap-. 
peal to any man, whether the Old Whig igno^ 

♦ P 337. 

t^ntly 
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rantly mtfiook the natural fenfe of thofe words, 
or whether the Plebeian ignorantly expreffed 
that which he now fays was his meaning in 
chofe words. The Plebeian having in his for- 
mer paper reprefented, that this old {landing 
body of Peers, without receiving numerous ad- 
ditions from time to time, would become corrupt 
and cffenjive like a ftagnaied Tool *, tells us here 
in cxcufe for them, that ihey zvill be offevftve 
t9 Others y but not perceive it them/elves. If T could 
fuppofe, with the Author, that they would ever 
be in this lamentable pickle, I fliould be of his 
opinion, that they ought to ht fweetened hyfuch 
wholefomejpurey atidfrejhjlreams as are continually 
faffing into them. 

The Plebeian next objedls to the Old 
Whig's calculation of the probable extindion 
of two Titles, taking one year with another. By 
the calculation generally received^ fays this Author, t 
fiippofe he means the l{fi publijhed by way of prelude 
to this project f. Whereas the Old Whi g could 
not take that lift for his calculation, but formed 
bis calculation from that lift, and from the na- 
ture of the alteration which is propofed. This 
obje&ion will immediately vanifii upon dif- 
Govering the fallacy of the Plebeian's argu- 
ment. He fuppofes no greater number of ex- 
tip£tions would happen among the Engliih 

♦ p. 3I7* t P-3i8. 
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Lords, pete their numbers fettled ^t 184, than 
happened in that body when they were only 59, 
104, 142, 153, 162, or ij68. At this rate of 
calculating, the Plebeian will be fure of gain-? 
ing his point, and affirms very truly that the ex* 
tindions by a juft mediuni amouni: to no more 
than a Peer and a half for every year. But I 
appeal to honeft Mr.WiNOATE *, who was never 
looked upon as a party-writer, whether my cal- 
culation will not appear very juft, if examined 
by bis golden rule, and other curious operations 
of arithmetick, which are to be met with in his 
works ; efpecially when the Bill, as it evidently 
tends to multiply extinctions, by preventing the 
Peerage from running into collateral lines, or 
dcfcending to females; will more than anfwer 
xpy computation, if I fhould have the misfortune 
to difagrce with the Plebp-ian about fome very 
minute fradion of a Lord, that might happen 
in the fpace of 116 years. As for thofc con- 
tingent vacancies which may be made by the 
edge of the Law, our Author regards the uncer- 
tainty of them as a very uncomfortable profpefl: 
to the candidates for Patrician honours, fincc 
they may have time niou^;^ to try all their patience^ 
if they live in hopes of fuch an expedient for 
their promotion. The afcertaining of this point 
is indeed what I am not equal to, and muft 
therefore leave it to the mailers of political cal- 

_^ ♦■ The well-known Arithmetician. 

^wUtlon. 
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culation. But our Author is afraid, that if fqch 
lucky opportunities of extinction fliould happen^ 
Lords may flill fit with their heads on, unlefs a 
feafonable increafe may be made to them in fuch 
critical jundurcs. This, I muft confefs, is tp 
mc one very great reafon for the alteration pro* 
pofed; being fully of opinion with the Old 
Whig, as expreffed in the following words *, 
** Is this inconvenience better prevented in 
/' a Houfe of Peers on the bottom it now 
** ftands ? Can any who has been a good Mi^ 
<* nifter be fecure, if the Crown Ihould add 
'* a fufficient number of his enemies to thofe 
** who fit in judgement upon him ? Or is a bad 
f* Minifter in any danger, when he may be fheU 
** tered by the addition of a fufficient number 
^* of his friends?" The Plebeian's anfwer tp 
this paffage is highly fatisfadtory : In either 
of thefe. cafcsy fays he, the utmojl iniquity muft be 
fuppofed in the Crown, which I mujl confefs I can^ 
not bring my f elf to do, afjd therefore my argument 
remains entire -f-, 1 very much aj^prove of the 
Author's dutiful and fubmiffive behaviour to the 
Crown, which puts ont in mind of the worthy 
Ademian, who. upon hearing a Member of the 
Common Council cnll the Emperor Nero, a Mm- 
Jier of Cruelty y told him, he ought 7ict to freak 
dtfrefpeilfuUy of a crowned head. But if the Au- 

♦ OMWhig, p. 300. t P. 320. 
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thor will only go fuch lengths with me, as to 
allow there ever has been a bad Sovereign, or, 
not to fliock him with fuch a fuppofition, that 
there ever has been a wicked Miniftry, and that 
it is not utterly impoffible but there may be 
fuch in times to come, my argument ftands en- 
tire. God be thanked, we are now bleffed with 
a good King, and with the profpcdt of fuch for 
our days, but cannot anfwer for thofc who are 
yet unborn, fince they will dill be men, and 
therefore liable to imperfeaion. 

The Plebeian was hard-fet by the anfwer of 
the Old Whig to his arguments. That the U- 
mitaiion of the number of the Lords would run the 
Conflitutiori into an Arifiocracy^ and has therefore 
very prudently fhuffled the confideration of that 
point under another head, where he forgets the 
Old Whig's reply to what was urged againft 
his opinion in that cafe, fo that he has vifibly 
given up the point which was moft material ia 
his firfl: Plebeian. The Old Whig's remark 
therefore flill ftands out againft him unanfwered, 
and plainly turns his own ill confcquence upon 
him, by ftiewing there is a vifible tendency 
to an Ariftocracy as the Conftitution now ftands, 
which would be taken away by the alteration 
propofed. But it is ungenerous to infult a baffled 
adverfary ; I fliall therefore proceed to the next 
particular in difpute. 

.5 The 
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The Old Whig affirms, that the Power of 
giving money and raifing taxes is confined to the 
body of the Commons y and that all the privileges 
together of the Lords are not equal to that One of 
commanding the Purfe of the community. The 
Plebeian allows the confequence, but cavils at 
the pofition, which is a received maxim among 
the Commons or England, the Do<ftrine of the 
Houfe of Commons in particular, and eftablifhed 
by the practice of every Parliament in the me- 
mory of man. Let us now fee what the Ple- 
beian affirms in contradiftion to it, and by the 
way.obferve whether he perfonates his part well, 
and fpeaks the language of one who writes him- 
fclf a Member of the Houfe of Commons. The 
Author afferts. That whether a Money -bill may 
not originally take its rife in the Houfs of Lords ^ 
is a point never yet clearly given up by their Lord-* 
J^ipsy if be is not very much mifmformed. This 
pointy if I am not very much mifinformcd, was 
never claimed by the Houfe of Lords, and has 
not a fingle precedent in the pradice of that 
body in th^e Legiflature. He afterwards afferts 
'that the Commons have no more power over their 
fellow fubjeSls eftates than the Lords'^. Is not the 
power of granting a fupply, fixing the quantum 
of that fupply, appropriating every part of it to 
paiticular ufes, and fettling the Ways and Means 

* p. 326. 
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fortaifing it; is not this power otbt their feUow- 
fabjed:s. efiates much greater than that of the 
Lords, who can neither add to, diminifh, nor 
idter any one of thefe particulars ? And if the 
power of the Commons extends itfelf to all thefe 
points, how can the Author further affirm, that 
all which is peculiar to the Commons in this matter 
is; that they have hitherto been allowed to chufe 
ivbaf tax they judged eajieji for the people I But 
what fliadow of reafon is there for him to pro- 
ceed in iallerting, that every day^s experience fi>eivi 
nsj thai if the Lords differ in pinion from tbi 
Commonsy their Power is at an end; fince, oh the 
contrary^ experience ifcews us, that whenever the 
Lbrds have pretended to fuch a power, they have 
always been over-ruled by tHe Commons ! Our 
Author tells us, the concurrence of the Lords is as 
veceffary to a Money-bill as to any other Bill*. That 
U not denied ; but he muft allow that the Lords 
concurrence to a Money-bill is not bf the fame 
nature with their concurrence to any other Bill, 
Avhlch they may undoubtedly change, amend, 
arid return, updn the hands of the Houfc of Cbni- 
iiioils, fbr their concurrence in fuch amendments 
as the Lords ftiall think proper. Befides, to 
ihew the Plebeian how much the purfe of the 
community is at the command of the Commons, 
let him confider the cafe of a vote of credit, 

* P. 321. 
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which is tranfafted wholly between the Sovereign 
and the Lower Houfe. 1 o this we may add, 
that the Sovereign himfelf, in his Speeches to 
Parliament^ applies that part which relates to 
dmoney to the Houfe of Commons, diftinftfroiu 
that of the Lords ; by which method it is plaia 
•the Crown fuppofes thofe privileges arc vefted 
in the Houfe of Commons, to which every 
Member of that Houfe has always pretended, 
.except the prefent Author. 
• The Plebeian in the next paragraph makes 
ufe of a very fure and wife method of confound- 
ing hisantagonilt, by putting his own fenfe upon 
a- paflage in that Author's pamphlet. The Old 
Whig reprefents how dangerous it would be to 
our conftitution, If the Crown, which is already 
pofl'cffcd <>f a certain means to over-rule one 
branch of the Legiflature, (hould ever be able 
to influence the Eleftions of a Houfe of Com* 
iTions, fo as to gain one to its meafures ; in which 
cafe, if liberty was endangered in the Lower 
Houfe, it could not make a (land m the other. 
The Plebeian perverts this meaning after the 
following manner j This Author ^ fays he, ajfures 
us, that the Crown has P&wer enough to gain a 
Houfe of Commons of what complexion it pleafes ; 
and, after puzzling himfelf in his own voluntary 
blunder, is difpleafed wich the Old Whig for 
not propoCng to cure an inconvenience which 

he 
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he never affirmed to be in the Houfe of Com* 
mons, as well as that which he proves to be in 
the Houfe of Lords ; fo that he would have had 
him quit the fubjedt which he had undertaken, 
to fpeak of one which he had nothing to do 
with. But fuppofing the Plebeian had rightly 
ftated the fenfe of the Author, the inconvenience 
in the Houfe of Lords is that which is woven 
into its very Conflitution, and therefore at all 
times expofes us to its ill confequcnces ; whereai 
what the Plebeian fuggefts with regard toJthe 
Houfe of Commons is only extrinfic, and acci* 
dental to that body, if it ever happens in it. 

it is not probable that this difpute between 
the Plebeian and the Old Whig will laft many 
weeks : but, if there was time to difcufs the 
whole point, I think it may be fliown to a de- 
monftration, that the check of the Crown upon 
the Houfe of Commons, which is the Power of 
Vijfolution^ is, by infinite degrees; a weaker check 
than that it has in the prefent Conftitution upon 
the Houfe of Lords, which is the power of 
adding to it what number, at what time, and for 
what purpofe it pleafes : nay, that the power of 
Diflblution is alfo in its nature a check upon the 
Houfe of Lords, as it diflblvesthemin aLegif- 
iative capacity, and may break the moft dancre- 
rous cabals againfl the, Crown, which are fuch 
as may be formed between the leaders of the 

Two 
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Two Houfes. Thefe two points, if drawn out 
into fuch confiderations as naturally rife from 
them, would fully cftablifli the neceffity of three 
branches in a pcrfed: Legiflature, and demon- 
flrate that they fliould be fo far feparate and 
diftind from each other, as is effential to Legi- 
flative Bodies : Or, as the Old Whig has be- 
fore explained it, *^ If one part of the Legi- 
" ilature may any ways be invefted with a 
•* power to force either of the other Two to 
^ concur with it, the Legiflative Power is in 
** reality, whatever it may pretend to, divided 
" into no more than two branches." 

I have hitherto followed the Plebeian in his 
own method, by examining, Firji, his replies to 
the objedions made by the Old Whig ; and 
come now to his Second general head, wherein 
he formally propofes to conftder the argument as 
xhe Old Whig fiates it himfelf. And here I 
was not a little furprized to find, that, inflead of 
anfwering the fevcral diftinft arguments urged 
by that Author in defence of the bill, as drawn 
from the nature of Goverixnent in general, from 
the Britifh Conftitution, from its effefts on the 
Crown, on the Houfe of Commons, on the 
whole body of the Englifh Commonalty, and 
from the ill confcquences it would remedy in 
the prcfent Conftitution; the Plebeian con* 
tents himfelf with attacking but one fingle argu» 

A a meat 
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ment of his Antagonift. Till the PLEBBiAvibaU 
have anfvvered thofe other points, I Ihall take it 
for granted that he gives them up. Not to 
multiply words, I believe every Reader will allow 
me that an Author is not to ^e much regarded, 
who writes profeiTedly in anfwer to a difcourfe 
'which proceeds on many arguments, when he 
Angles out that argument only which he thinks is 
the wcakeft; efpecially when he fails in his anfwer 
even to that fingle argument. A famous French 
Author compares the imaginary triumphs of 
fuch a kind of difputant, whom lie was then 
dealing with, to thofe of Claudius, which, ifl- 
flcad of being reprefented by the (Irong towns 
he had taken, and the armies he had defeated, 
were teftified to the people of Rome, by a prc- 
fent of cockle (hells that he had gathered up oo 
tiie fea-lhore. 

But to come to the matter before us. The 
Old Whig, after having confidered it in fcvcral 
views, examines it with regard to the whole 
bulk of the Britifli Commons. Under this head he 
has the following words : *' But the great puiflt, 
•* and which ought to carry the chief weig(it 
*^ with us in this cafe, is, that the alterations 
** now propofed will give fuch a mighty power 
*^ to the bulk of the Englifti Commons, as can 
^^ be never counterbalanced by the body of the 
^ Nobility/' Now, what the Old Whig here 

calls 
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Calls the Great Point with regard to the Com* 
monalty of England^ the Pl£B£iak infinuates 
he calls thfc Grfeat Point with regard to the 
whole controverfy, and defcants upon it accord- 
ingly. Whereas it is evident the Author infifts 
upon many points as great as this in other 
views of the queftioft. The Old Whig affirms, 
that the Commonalty has infinitely more wealth 
than the Nobility, which was the proper con- 
fideration df this place. The Plebeian re- 
turns for anfwer, that the Commonalty is indeed 
much richer than the Nobility, but that the 
Houfe of Commons is not fo rich ; which was 
not the proper confideration of this place. It 
18 impoffible for a difputant to lofe the caufe^ 
who is a mafter of fuch di{linflions. I re- 
member I was once prefent at an Univerfity Dif- 
putation, which was managed on the one fide by 
a notable Peripatetick. The queftion which he 
defended in the negative was, Whether Comets 
^e above the Moon ? The Sophifler^ being prefTed 
Tcry hard by the force of dcmonftration, very 
gravely extricated himfelf out of it by the fol- 
lowing difiinAion. CcmetSy faid he, are two^ 
fM^ Supra^lunar and Sub-lunan Thai Supra- 
hinar Comets are above the Moon I do allow ; but 
that Sub-lunar Comets are above the Moon I ut- 
ferfy deny. And it is of this latter kind of Comets 
that the ^Jiion is to be underftood. 

A a 2 TVkfc 
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The fallacy of the Plebeian's anfwer being 
thus far difcovered, all that he further adds in 
his own way of arguing will be eafily confuted 
by unraveling the matter which he has very 
artificially perplexed. The Old Whig fup- 
pofes that every Lord in the Legiflature, taken 
one with another, may be worth 5000I. a 
year, in which, for argument's fake, every 
one knows his conceffion has been vafily too 
. liberal. The Plebeian values every Member 
of the Houfe of Commons at 800I per annum 
one with another, in which it is plain he has 
been exceeding fcanty. Nay, many are of 
opinion, that upon calling up the whole fum 
of property that now refides in the Houfe of 
Lords, it would not exceed that which is in the 
Houfe of Commons. If this particular ap- 
proaches to the truth, all arguments of a fu- 
perior Power arifing from its greater property 
fall to the ground of themfelves, as being raifcd 
on a falfe foundation. To which I muft further 
add, that if this increafing Po\Yer ftill continues 
in the Crown, the Property of the Houfe of Peers 
will indifpuiably furmount that of the Houfe of 
Commons ; and that, on the contrary, if the Bill 
pafles, it vifibly tends to prevent the impoverifli- 
ment of the Houfe of Commons in point of 
property, and to fill| it with men of fuch eftates 
as la a few years will be more than a counter- 
balance I 
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balance to the Houfe of Lords, even under this 
view. 

But, further to Ihew the weaknefs of the Ple- 
beian's reafonings upon this head, I will allow 
that the Houfe of Lords enjoy at prefent, and 
may ftiH continue to enjoy, a greater fliare of 
property than the Houfe of Commons, But 
notwithftanding this conceffion, to which the 
nature of the thing does not oblige me, it is ftill 
evident that the immenfe property which fubfifts 
in the bulk of the Englifti Commons will ren- 
der their Reprefentatives more powerful than 
the Body of the Lords. This will plainly ap- 
pear from confidering the very nature of Repre^ 
{entatives ; from thofe junctures which can pof- 
fibly give them an occafion of exerting their 
Power; and from matter of faft. 

It is implied in the very nature of Reprefen- 
tatives, that they are backed with the Power of 
thofe whom they reprefentj as the demands 
of a Plenipotentiary, let his perfonal wealth or 
power be as little as you pleafe, have the fame 
weight with them as if they were made by the 
Perfon of his Principal. I will beg leave to 
borrow from the Plebeian an example of the 
Bank of England, which, as he makes ufe of it, 
has no manner of analogy with the fubje<ft of 
the difpute. Is not the whole flock of that nu* 
snerous Community under the guidance of 3 

A a 3 ^^^ 
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few Direftors ? And will any one fay, that thefc 
Diredors have np other influence on the publicly 
than what arifes to them from ^tbe ihar.e which 
they perfonally enjoy ip that flock ? The Author 
urges that the Peers are principals, which in 
reality is the reafon why their Power is not to 
be apprehended in oppofitipn to that of the 
Commons : whereas, were they only Reprefes- 
jcariyes of a Body immenfely rich and numerous^ 
they would, bcfide their own perfonal Property, 
have fuch a fupport as .would make them truly 
formidable, Jhe whoje Commons of England 
are the Principals on one fide, 99 the Lords 
are the Principals on the other ; and ^hich of 
thefe Principals are armed with mpft I^>w.cr a]^4 
Property ? 

To coiifider in the pext place rhofe jundurey 
that can pofCbly give them an occafion of exert- 
ing their lower. Itispn both fides fuppofcd 
to be in fuch cafes as will affed the. rights of 
the Eng!:fh Con^monalty, in which cafe every 
Commoner of ^ngland is as much concerned as 
any of their Reprelentatives. 1 hus if four Lon- 
don Cirizeris, to make the cafe exaftjy parallel, 
wrede{ared to n.aintain the rights of their 
Principals, as Citizens, who can ipiagine that 
they vould uot be fupported by the whole 
F(*wt^r and Pioperry of the CUty, and nor be 
too hard for auy two or three great men, who 

had 
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had ten times their perfonal eftates ? Now as 
the Plebjsian's fuppoiition reduces things to 
the lail extremity, it can only take place in a 
rupture, which is never likely to happen. And 
in that cafe, as thefe two great bodies muft adt 
feparately, there is no room for confidering how 
far the Concurrence of the Houfe of Lords is 
neceifary in a Money-bill, which entirely takes 
away the Author's reafoning in page 327. 

But matters of faft are the belt arguments. 
We both agree that Power arifes out of Pro- 
perty ; and the Author himfelf has given an in- 
llance of the Powei; of the Houfe of Commons 
in having been able to effedt the ruin of the Mo- 
narchy and Peerage. Whence had the Commons 
this Power, but from being fupported by their 
Principals ? 

The Plebeian thinks he (Irengthens his 
point, by adding that the Lords are a fixed Body. 
To this I might reply, that the Principals of the 
Houfe of Commons are as fixed a Body as* the 
Lords i and therefore, however their Reprefen- 
tatives may vary, they will continue intent, from 
iigc to age, to affert and vindicate their peculiar 
rights and privileges, unlefswe can believe that 
any body of men will ad againft thofe two 
ftrong motives of felf-intereft and felf prefer- 
vation. I might further venture to fay, that 
men of the greatell wealth and weight in the 
A a 4 Houfe 
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Houfe of Comthons are dlmoft' as fure of a feat 
there, as if it came to them by inheritance. But 
fuppofing the Houfe of Lords never to much 
fixed, and fo manageable by two or three great 
men (for which very reafoa additions are very 
often made to them, which the alteration would 
prevent), we have feen that their United Power, 
if their number is limited, can never be a match 
for that of the Houfe of Commons, fuppofing 
flill foch a rupture as the Plebeian all along 
imagines, in which each body is to aft feparatcly 
for itfelf. 

The Author, in the remaining part of his 
pamphlet, appears like every Writer that is 
driveh out of all his holds. He endeavours t& 
fet the Crown, and the whole body of Peers, 
upon his adverfary ; accufes him in efFcft of Scan- 
dulu:n Magfiafuw ; nay, and gives very broad in- 
timations that he ought to be ind idled fqr High- 
Treafon. 

I Ihould pot have given myfelf, or the publick, 
all this trouble, had I not been fo peremptorily 
called to it by the laft Plebeian. I do aflure 
him. my fileiice hitherto was not the effeft of 
old age, as it has made mc Jlotv, but to tell him 
the truth, as it has made me a little tejiyy and 
confequently impatient of contradiftion, when 
I find myfejf in the right. I muft own, how- 
ever, that the writer ot the Plebeian has made 

the 



N* 4. The old Vtu I G. 361 

the moft of a weak caufe, and do believe that a ' 
good one would ihine in his hands; for which 
reafon I fhall advife him, as a friend, if he goes 
on in his nm; vocation, to take care that he be 
as happy in the choice of his fubjeft, as he is ia 
the talents of a Pamphleteer. 

%♦ The Author of a Pamphlet, intituled, " Six Quefticns, ftatcd and 
** anfwered, upon which the whole force of tl.e Arguments for and 
"agakift the Peerage Bill depemls, printed for J. Roberts, 17 19," 
8vo, fcts out thus : " It is my opiRion that much darkiiefs and perplexicjr 
^ have been introduced into the queftion now in agitation, by words 
" and things, very foreign to a matter which touclies only the peculi.jr 
•* conftitution of Government, in which we of this N:;tion are concerned. 
" If we flrip the debate of fuch words asPxTRiciAN and Pl e a & i an« 
« which do not at all anfwcr to Lords and Commons joined with » 
^ King in all Adts of L.egii)atioii : If we lea\'e olf talking of the nature 
*' of AitiSTocftACiEs and DtMocRAcii-s, which only amufe and dif- 
** tra^ the mind of the enquirer : if we take out of the que i) ion all aU 
^ lufions to the Ephori of tlie Lacedcrmom.ir.s^ as diilaiic in tlieir coo- 
*• dition from the ftate of our Pe t Rs, as in llie fituation of their country ; 
" all ftories of the Nob les of Denmark^ or of the Power of our Bakon^ 
** i» times of old, which has \\o reLition to the Power of the Pksks of 
« Grtat Britoia, m the condition in which this Bill leaves them, fur^ 
" rounded with a World of rich and free Commoners : 1 fay, if tliefe aul 
** the like words and thi.igs be quite removed, ai d the confideration of 
*< Men ccnfined to a few points which ought, and which muft, determine 
•» the lequky or iniquity, the wifdom or ^^eakncf , of tlie fcl;cme now 
*f before tlic Parliament, we might hope that Gentlemen niight, on hath 
<< fides, be more clear, and lefs perplexed, in their fciitiments tlxan the/ 
« yet fctm to be." 
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THE PLEBEI A N. 

N"* IV, Monday, Apkil 6, 1719- 

Considerations upQN THE Reports about the 
Peerage, gontivued ; in particular, with 

RELATION TO THE ScOTS NoBJLITY. WiTH 
REMARKS ON THE PaTRICIAN, No. II. AND 

THE Old Whig, No. IL 

By a Member of the House of Commons. 

** ■ ■■Quorum meltor fententia menti. 

** — Pelago Danaum infidias, fufpedaquc dona 

** Praecipitare jubent." Virg. ^n ii. 35. 

The reft, of founder mind. 

The fatal prefent to the flames defignM, 
Or to the watery deep. Dryden. 

THE Plebeian has been obliged to objcd 
to the Old Whig, one of the Irffirmittes 
pf Age^ viz. Slownefs ; and he muft now take 
police of another, though he does it with great 
reluftance, that is, want of Memory ; for the eld 
Geiitlcfnan feems to have forgot, that at his firft 
appearance he promifed the publick a particular 
Treatife on the fubjcifl of the Peerage^ as it re- 
lates to ScQtlandy p. 304. 

There is at prefent very little probability that 
|iC will be fo good as his word, and therefore I 

ihall 
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ihall not delay any longer publilbing fomething 
that is come to my hands on that head, which 
in my opinion may be of ufe in this conrro^ 
yerfy. Indeed, 1 am informed, that it has al- 
ready been produced in a weekly pamphlet, 
which very few people, I fear, ever read, called, 
^e Honejl Gentleman ; and therefore I hope at 
leaft to be excufed in making it more pubUc, 
and in ufing thits worthy perfon as an ally in this 
quarrel, fince I have fo flrong a confederacy 
agaiqft n:*c. What I am fpeaking of, is a Leiier 
from a Nobleman of Scotland to a Gentleman df 
England. When I mention a Scotifh Noble- 
man, I would not have it underftood to be one 
pf the Ele^lj but one of the Outcajis ; and as the 
cafe of thofe unfortunate . perfons will be, if 
poffible, more abjedt and deplorable than that 
of the Commons of England, it is not ftrange 
that the Pleb-^ian fhould endeavour to do them 
-what fervice he can. 

The Lejter is as follows. 

5* Sir, 

*^ IF the pleafure of doing good be indeed 
f^ its own reward, you will eafily excufe the 
<* trouble of this letter. Nothing is fo talka- 
f* live as misfortune : Put they furely i\vj\ be 
5* allowed to fpeak for themfelws, w ho, as they 
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«* find to their great furprize, have none to fpeak 
•* for them. 

^* I was born a Peer of Scotland, formerly a 
*' charafter of fome importance, but at prefent 
•* (I am afraid) degenerating into fo little fig- 
<' nificancy, that perhaps this is the lad time 
•* there will be any reputation to me in own- 
*^ ing it, 

** Every one that is acquainted with our bit 
•* tory fees very well how much we gained, and 
•^ what we loft, by the Union. We loft our 
•• Senate and our Senators ; we loft the fervice 
*' of many of our great men, and they fcem to 

** have loft 1 know not what. But yet it 

** might be remembered by your free and ge- 
•* nerous nation, that when we refigned ourfelves 
*< to that Union, we intended at leaft to have 
** retained the rights of men and fubjeSs, with- 
** our the leaft fufpicion of any encroachments 
•* upon us, which you have ever fo bravely re- 
•*jedted from yourfelves. And even at this 
** Union, there were fome articles agreed to, 
" which feem to make for our country, and 
" which it would be very proper for the party 
** in the prefent defign to confult ; and if after 
•« thnt they can deliberately give us up, they 
*< merit all the reproaches that the injuries of a 
<' betrayed ruined peo|)le can extort from them. 
" We juftly call ourfelves a ruined people : for 
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** if at prefent we are any thing fliort of it, 
«* what may we not expedt from thofe, if any 
** foch there are, who (hall dare to aflume a 
" Power which we never gave them ; and that 
** not to be ufed for our advantage, but to the 
y injury of the nation they reprefent, and the 
" Peerage of which they are part ? It is certain, 
** a principle that can at any time prevail above 
*' the Love of one's country, may engage them 
** at fome time or other in any defigns, to the 
<< very extindlion of it. 

" Next to the pleafure that flows from the 
** confcious innocence of an honed heart and 
" a^ood meaning, the art of difguifing and pal- 
** liating a bad one gives the greateft, though, 
" the falfeft fatisfadion. Thus I have heard 
** it has been alledged by fome who have been 
«< too advantageoufly engaged on one fide of 
** the queftibn, that there is a very ingenious 
*' diftinfiion to be made between abfolutely 
*« violating fuch and fuch articles, and a com* 
** modious deviation from them, for certaia 
^' reafons ; though a plain man would not imme« 
*• diately find out the real difference. 

^^ I have read in very old books, that Juftic e 
*^ was once the end of Power, and that tiae 
^* Great were fuch as were meritorious and urfe- 
*< ful. But if this Bill Ihould pafs, it would fe em 
** that thofa errors arc to be exploded by this 

^^ |.ill i 
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** Bill ; and yet many of the moft antient fa- 
** milics among us believe, that they and their 
** defcendants are thereby to be made unhappy 
** and uneafy to themfelves, and ufelefs to their 
** country. They think the title of a Lord is 
*' the moit infignificant part of his charader; 
** but when it is worn to adorn the . merit and 
•* fervices of a truly great Man, it expofes Vir- 
** tue in the moft amiable light to univerfal 
•* emulation. — How irkfome will it be to many 
•* a great fpirit to be thought a mere' Lord, to 
** refledt on the worth of his great anceftors, and 
•* to inherit only their title ; to have every talent 
" of being ufeful, but the Power; to hear his 
** fathers called good, and great, and wife, and 
** himfelf his Lordihip !— May we not expeft that 
•^ if great men fhould find themfelvcs thus 
•* managed out of their birth-rights, they will 
•' not eafily refign themfelves to a life of indo* 
" Icnce and fupinenefs, but ftill hope that fomc 
•* occafion or other may court them to adtion 
•* elfewhere ? God forbid it fhould be againft 
** that country which (hall have fo injuriouily 
••^ rendered them fnpernumerary to its happinefs, 
** and which would then perhaps too late find 
•^them fatal to it» 

" In fach cafe they will, no doubt, pretend in 

** Vheir juftification, that by having been thus 

<* d veiled of their birth-right, in reprefenting 

4 !* them* 
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* thcmftlvcs, or the right at leaft of elcfting 

* their Reprefcntatives, that they apprehended 

* they were implicitly difclaimed by the Go- 

* vernment, and reduced to the condition of 
'^ outlaws, and thereby difcharged from the 
•^ obligations and laws of fociety. 

^* But as the injuries, which we fear may be 
" done us -by this Bill, do not fo nearly affeft 
^* you, I might give feveral reafons, why as 
" Engliihmen you fliould rejeft it ; and Ihew 
" you, that at the fame time that it will be the 
" greateA difcouragemcnt to the merit of the 
" Commonalty, it may end in equal difbonour 
«* to the Peerage. 

'* As to the Commonalty, it is apparent that 
5* almoft every great Genius has for a long time 
** been produced among them, and all the pods 
** of fervice have been filled by fuch who were 
^* born Commoners, while the offices of mere 
*• favour and (how have been fupplied from elfe^ 
*« where. The reafon of this is evident. A 
«* Commoner finds a great deal of merit necef- 
V fary to bis charaAer, as an Equivalent for the 
*^ w^nt of Quality ; while the young Lord, in- 
** finitely fatisfied with the adulations of his 
^ creatures and dependants, with eafe believes 
^' what is their intereft to tell him, and fo aims 
^' no higher* But, (hould this Bill pafs, a Com- 
^< UMioer will hire as little incitement to great 

'^ actions 
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•* aftions as a Peer, and be as far below the 
** poflSbility of rifing, as a Lord is often above it. 
* As to the Peerage, if we look into their 
" affembly, and compare the many that fit there 
<« by right of defcent, with the chara&ers of 
** thofe who were firft created to thofe honours, 
*' and confider the modern education by which 
" they are ufually formed to their future great* 
" nefs, how much loofenefs, flattery, and falfc 
** politenefs, they affedt from their firfl entrance 
** into life ; we fliall be able to form fome notioa 
" of what fort of Geniufes that aflTembly will be 
** compofed twenty years hence, in cafe this Bill 
*rfhould pafs, which is ever to be our fupreme 
•*« court of Judicature, but will be incapable of 
•* receiving into it even the mofl: confpicuous 
•* merit of the age : I fancy it will very little 
•* refemble the body of antient Barons, of this 
^' Kingdom, whofe adions fupply fuch an il- 
** ludrious part of our hillory. On the contrary, 
" we may expedt, that as they have before been 
*' voted ufekJSf they will be in danger of being 
*^ really fo ; and if that is ever the cafe, though 
** now and then a family fliould be extinft, and 
** thereby an obftacle to virtuous aftions be 
** removed, it will be in vain to endeavour to 
•* retrieve their Honour, by thinking to fopply 
•• the extindion with a man of worth and merit, 
** who will not be over-fond of iziaking one in 
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•* fo indifferent an affembly* So that this pro- 
•* jedj which pretends to do fo much for the 
" honour of the Houfe, may prove as injurious 
*• to it, as to every one that is excluded from it. 
, " A Commoner fliould not too carelefsly re- 
•• ply to this objedion, That the more infigni- 
•* ficant that Houfe appears, the greater weight 
" is in the Reprefentatives of the people ; fot 
•• the Commons are the guardians of, the Coil- 
•' ftitution in general, as well as the private^ 
'* rights of their Eledors in particular : befides, 
•• it does not feem upon juft refledion fo expe- 
" dient, that that Court, which is the dernier 
•* re/or t of Juftice, fhould ever be filled with 
•• fuch Judges as they might defpair or difdain 
♦• to apply to for relief. 

" But, in fine, if public juftice is as obH- 
*' gatory as private ; if what is fo injurious to 
"our Country maybe as fatal to yours; if 
" fuch a Bill would be the greateft provocation 
** to difaffedlion and uneafinefs to a powerful body 
** among us, and the greateft difcoura'gement to 
*• merit both to you and us ; if it would prove 
** prejudicial to the reputation of the Peerage^ 
•* though not to their power, which is worft of 
'• all, for at the fame time it would lay the foun- 

• dation of a moft wretched Ariftocracy ; if the 

* notions of Faith and Honour are not obliter*- 
? ated ; if the moft folemn engagements are any 

B b •• more 
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" more than words ; if we ought not to violate 
** the Rights of Nations for mere private conve- 
** nience; this Bill will be rejedtcd with thede- 
" teftation with which all true Britons will treat 
f« every incroachrnent on the rights of mankind^ 
" or their fellowrfubjeds. I am. Sir, &c." 

I cannot but think that what this Noble 
Briton has here faid on the propofal for turning 
fixteen Scottilh eledlive Peers into twenty-five 
hereditary ones, to the exclufion of all the reft 
of their principals, muft make great impreffioR 
upon every one that thoroughly confiders it* I 
have not yet troubled the publick, throughout 
Uie whole courfe of this affair, with my thoughts 
on this point. For my part, I am fo far from 
being of opinion that this precarious Jituatm of 
the Scotch Peers is an Evil in the Body of the 
Houfe of Lords that wants to be remedied, that 
it feems to mc to be a very fortunate circumftance^ 
and the bejl remedy that can be provided for the 111 
that both the Lords and Convnons complain of. Id- 
jdeed, if the Lords can be fatisfied with nothing 
lefs than being made abfolutely Independent, which, 
3S it has been plainly fliewn, is entirely deftroy- 
ing the Conftitution ; I muft confefs this will 
not anfwer their purpole : but if it be reafonablc 
they fllould be under fome influence of the 
Crown, as the other branch of the Legiflature 

iSf 
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Uf and, however, may be delirous that their 
dignity be not debafed nor their weight di- 
minifhedby the frequent additions of Peers, 
which the neceffitics of affairs may require to be 
made 10 their Body ; is it not in this cafe a defirahle 
, drcumftantey that the Crown can change once in 
three or four, or a few years more at farthefl, 
fo many of their Members, as may anfwer the 
intentions of the Government, and not add to 
their number ? And in like manner, if the Com- 
mons are apprehenfive that the frequent draughts 
but of their Pody, to make an over-balance in 
the Houfe of Peers, are detrimental to their 
power, in point of property, by taking fo many 
confiderable eftates from them ; are they to be^ 
infirumental in changing that precarious fitu- 
ation of fo many Members of the Upper Houfe, 
as leaves it in the power of the Crown to make 
fuch alterations in that Houfe, from time to 
time, as the Crown may think expedient, with- 
out taking one Member from the Commons ? 

Bcfides, there is a reafon of another nature 
Hvhy the Commons, in my judgement, ought to 
-tcft very well fatisfied that the Crown has this 
Power over fo many Members of the other 
Houfe ; becaufe it is juft the fame kind of 
Power as the Crown has over the Commons 
themfelves. And in fome circumftances this 
may prove even fuch a check upon the Crown 
B b 2 ^"^ 
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as the Commons may reap advantage fronij and 
prevent the putting fuch fudden periods to tbeic 
Being, as have been known formerly. Nay, I 
very much fufpedl, that if the propofed alter- 
ation Ihould be made, the effedt of it would be 
very foon felt ; and if fo, I beg Gentlemen would 
confider with themfelves, what reception they 
mavjn all probability meet with from thegeneral 
Sody of the Commons of England, immediately 
after their having given fuch Power to the 
Houfe of Peers, as no one ever ventured to men- 
tion to their ^nceftors. How this matter is uo- 
derflood in the country, we hear from all parts 
already ; and this is indeed an Advantage from 
the late Recefs on the fide of thofc who arc 
againfl: the Bill. 

But to return from this digreflion. How litdc 
foever what has been faid may reliih with fomc 
of thofe of another body, I am fpeaking here 
as a Commoner of England ; as one that has do 
ambitious defire of being a Lord, but very great 
apprehenfions of being a Vajfal. As the Houfe 
of Lords now Hands, there are feveral members 
of it in the fame circumfiances with myfelf; 
what reafon have I to confent to any thing that 
ftiall put any of them into a more independent 
ftate than I found them ? Is there any one of 
their Lordfhips that would not laugh at a pro- 
pofal for making any numbers of the Commons 

hereditary^ 
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hereditary^ who are now all ele8ive, though it 
might be done with the fame juftice as to their 
principals ? Their Lordlhips would all fay, 
7i& J/ is the Conftitution of the Houfe of Commons, 
and there we will leave it. And has hot this 
been the Conftitution of the Houfe of Lords 
ever fince the Britiih nation was united ? 

It is allowed that, according to the treaties 
tctween the two kingdoms, confirmed by the 
moft folemn A&s of Parliament, this is true. 
But then, fay they, other things were promifed, 
.without which they would never have con* 
fented to the Union. For my part, I have as 
bad an opinion of oral tradition in Politicks, as 
in Religion ; and therefore nothing of this kind 
can weigh at all with me. But fuppofing that 
there is fome inconvenience, in the prefent fitu- 
ation of the Peerage, to the Houfe of Lords, 
that difficulties may happen in relation to thp 
feats of fome Noblemen amongft them ; are not 
^hofe difficulties arifen entirely from themfelves^ 
And is it not an odd compliment to the Com- 
mons, that if the Lords feel a thorn in. their feet, 
they Jhould dejire the Commons to take it out, to put 
it into their own? Surely they will never be 
brought to do this ; much lefs to endanger their 
Jitter ruin, for the convenience of another body 
pf men» 

B b 3 Whilft 
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Whilft I am writing this, the Old Whig, 
Number II. is come to my hands. I really 
thought he had been defatted; and whether it 
be Wxmfelf^ or his Ghoji that walks, 1 am aot 
thoroughly fatisfied. 

The firft Old Whig, I muft confefs, had 
flared his argument, and was going on very regu- 
larly, if he had not been difturbed in his pro- 
greis; but t\i\s feccndis as inconfilient as poffible^ 
In the firft paragraph of the performance before 
me, he treats the Plebeian as a Grubfireet- 
writer ; but in the laft, and feveral other para- 
graphs, as a very able ft>rezvd fellow. 

As to his remarks on the Plebeian, Numb, 
II. he owns himfelf, " That he was very unwil* 
** ling to have been concerned any farther in the 
'* difpute, and nothing could have engaged him to 
** have given himfelf or the publick any more 
*^ trouble, had he not been fo peremptorily called 
*' to it by the laft Plebeian *. 

But as to what that Plebeian calls upon him 
for, which was to make good what he had af- 
ferted in relation to his Majejly's Concefjion^ he 
does not fay one word about it. Indeed, in his 
Motto he hints at it, and a Fellow-Labourer of 
this Author has fpoke out fomething more plain- 
ly on this fubjedt. Upon the whole, it is very 
extraordinary. Here is at prefent the greateft 
favour or bounty, call it which ypu will, offered 

? p. a6o. 

to 
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tx> the Commons, that ever was known, and the 
like it is probable will never be made to thein 
again ; ^nd yet I do not know how it happens, 
they are fo blind, or fo perverfe, that they will 
not fee what xzfo prodigiovjly fcr their good \ nay, 
one can hardfy tell how to get them into it by 
any tMans whatever^ The PatriciaK fays, 
** It is aft affront of the higheft nature to the 
^* Crown, and a petty kind of Rebellion to refufe 
^' this offer/* And the Old Whig feems to 
be of opinion, that they deferve /o have their 
ears boxed for it. As to the reft of his Motto^ 
J^il ultra quaro Plebeius *. But whether thi^ 
projeift Was chiefly intended for the benefit of 
the Commons, I leave every one to judge from 
both thefe Authors, one of which plainly dif- 
covcrs, ^* That he has a prodigious concern for 
•* innocent Minifters, and trembles for what 
^^^Oiay happen to them from Kings who are yet 
'* unborn f." But the Patrician has two 
paragraphs, which 1 (hall tranfcribe without any 
Commentary. ** The general clamour, &*r. as 
** if the defign of limiting the Number of P^ers , 
^* and reftraining the Prerogative of the Grown, 
•* was at firft projected with a view of infuking 
•* the Prince of Wales, who by this proceeding 
*« will be debarred the liberty of creating Peers 

♦ Hoiace, 2 Sat. ii. i88, 

** — My queftions I reilrain, 

" A mean Plebeian bom" Dukcombe. 

+ p. 34«. 

B b 4 ^'' ^t. 
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•^ as his prcdeceflbrs have done, is fo low a ro- 
•* fledtion on the prefent Miniftry, that I ihould 
«* not have regarded it, but that I find it a 
•* popular one *. 

" In (hort,. we never know into whofe hands 
•* the reins of Government may devolve. It 
•* therefore behoves us to fecure our privileges^ 
** that we may not fall the viAims of any afpi- 
^* ring Prince's enraged difpoficions •f'." 

But to return to the Old Whig, I confefs^ 
I am pncapable to anfwer w^at he calls his 
Remarks, or his Objeftions. When I talked to 
]iim laft, it was, as to the Commons, upon a 
foot as he had dated it himfelf. That the Crown 
could have a Houfe of Commons of what com- 
plexion it pleafed ; which are his own words. 
As to the Lords, That they had a very con-' 
fiderable property of one million a hundred and 
fcventy-five thoufand pounds per annum : But 
now he fays all that was only a Je/i. And as to 
the Commons, the Crown has no power at all. 
over them ; and as for the Lords, he pleads po» 
verty in their behalf. And .he behaves in the 
fame evafive contradidtory manner, on every 
other point in difpute between us. But what is 
word of all, he very frequently, for want of any 
the leaft fhadow of an argument, has recourfe 
to telling oldjloriesy as if they were things that 
happened but yefterday ; which, I confefs, is 
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another of the defeats of age. And if he will 
jjot continue to be tejly^ I (hall admonifh him, 
that he has every where proved himfelf Ol d, 
but no where a Whig. As to what he feems to 
ipfinuate in relation to what is faid in the fecond 
Plebeian concerning xheEphori, the Plebetan 
cap maintain it by the befl authority. Cra2s is 
the man I have all along depended upon op this 
head, and he fays, they led the moft abandoned 
dijfoliite lives ; and certainly he ought to know. 
His words are thefe, ^amvis ipji^^hoxi vive* 
rent indulgent ius &f dijfolutius ; p. 78. 

The reft of this paragraph is very mean ; and 
this Author's menaces in this place are as vain, 
as his compaffion in another part of his pamphlet 
is infolent *. 

I Iha^ take notice but of one thing more in 
this pamphlet, which is the lalt paragraph, in 
thefe words : 

" I muft own, however, that the Writer of 
" the Plebeian has made the befl of a weak 
^* caufe ; and do believe, that a good one would 
** fliine in his hands ; for which reafon I Ihall 
** advife him as a friend, if he goes on in his - 
** new vocation, to take care that he be as 
^* happy in the choice of his fubjed, as he is in 
^^ the talents of a Pamphleteer.'* 

Authors in thefe cafes are named upon yZ^ 
picion; and if it is right as to the Old Whig, 
» §ccpp. 253.339.^45. 
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I leave the world to judge ot this eau/i by com- 
parifon of this performance to his other Writings. 
And I Ihall fay no more of what is writ infup- 
fort of Vajfalage^ but end this paper, by firing 
every free breaft with that noble exhortation of 
the Tragedian : 

Remember y O my Friends, the Laws, the Rights, 
The generous Plan of Power, delivered down 
From Age to Age by your renowned Fore^f others, 
(So dearly bought y the price of fb much Blood.) 
O let it ne^er perifh in your hands! 
But pioujly tranfmit it to your Children. 

Mr. Addifon^s Catcu 

POSTSCRIPT. 

I BEG pardon for giving my Reader this 
irregular trouble, having omitted fomcthing of 
confequence in this affair. It is faid^ that by the 
Bill, which perhaps may be propofed to the 
Commons*, his Majefty is to have the naming of 

the 

* On Monday, April 6, 1719, the day on which the Fourth Pli- 
SEiAN was publUhed, the Peerage Bill was peported ia the HouTe 
«f Lords, and ordered for a third reading on the 14th ; but when thai 
Aiy arrived, a noble Lord in a very liigh ftation ohfcrvcd, " That the 
" Bill had made a great noife, raifed ftrange apprehe.ifions ; and finct 
^* the ('efign of it had been fo mifrcprefentcd, and fo mifunderitoodL 
** that it was like to meet with great oppofition in the other Houfc, he 
** thought it advifeable to let that matter lie ftill, till a more proper op» 
^* portunity :" And thereupon the third reading of the faid Bill was put 
mif to that day fortnight. TUe BiUj which was in conftquencc dropt for 

ihkt 
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the twenty five hereditary Scottifti Peers; that 
they are all to be named before the next feffion ; 
But that if it (hould happen that any of the pre- 
sent fixtecn fliould not be of the number of 
jhofe named by his Majefty, in fuch cafe the 
prefent temporary Peers are to remain Lords of 
Parliament fo long as this Parliament fubfifts, 
find their hereditary fucceffors are during that 
term to b^ withheld from what, it is probable, 
they may be more than a little defirous of, viz. 
a feat in the Houfe of Peers. If this is to be the 
cafe, I beg leave to aflc thefe two queftions : The 
firft is. Whether any of thofe Lords, who at 
prefent are of the Houfe of Peers, will continue 
to be very eafy company^ when they Ihall find 
themfelves excluded at the end of this Parlia- 
pient ? For that feme of them are to be ex- 
cluded feems to be indifpu table, if what is 
^icntioned above is a right ftate of the cafe ; 
for otherwife the fixteen might have been all 
declared hereditary, and his MajeUy only left 

ttiat feiiion, was revivetl in December following, when Steele again 
figured away on tlic fubjeft, as may be feen in page 38 1 & feqq. Several 
alfo of the pamphlets relating to that affair, printed during the pre- 
(Ceding felfiqn, were revived, and new ones printed ; among thefe were, 

1. <' Aa account of the Condiidl of the Mmiftry with i-elation to the 
^ Peerage Bill, in a Letter to a Friend in the Country." 

2. " Confiderations on the Peerage Bill, addneffcd to the Whigs, by a 
*< Member of the Lower Houfe.'* 

3. " The Conftitution explained j in relation to the Independency of 
«« the Houfe of Lords ; with Reafons for ftrengthening that Branch of 
^ the Legiflature moft liable to Abufe ; and an Anfwer to all the Objec- 
« tiptis mai^c to the new- revived Peerage Bill." 
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to add nine to the Scots^ as he is fix to the 

Englifli. 

The next queftion I would afk, is. Whether 
it is not very natural to ,think, that thofe Scot- 
tifli Peers who are to be the hereditary fuc- 
ceflbrs of the prefent eledtive ones, will not be 
very prefBng to be put in pofTeflion ? Should 
both thefe points be allowed, as I believe they 
muft, and likewife that the patrons of this pro- 
je(9t do not wilh for any thing fo much as to be 
in the full enjoyment of this falutary fcheme, 
then 1 will venture to affirm, ^hat there is no 
one expedient to gratify the ardent defires of 
thofe gentlemen, to deliver them from the dif' 
quietude of thofe that are in, and from the im^ 
poriunity of thofe that are to come in, but the 
Diflolution of this Parliament. On the other 
hand ; if this Bill Ihould not be offered to the 
Houfe of Commons, or, if offered, fliould not 
pafs, I leave every one to judge whether the 
prefent Sixteen Scottiih Peers will not be very 
folicitous of fitting out the remainder of the 
feptennial term, to wear off the impreflions 
which it is to be feared fuch an attempt as is 
talked of may have made upon the minds of 
their eledtors. 

f 4f This day is publifhed. <' The Occafional Paper, Vol. III. Kamb. 
" X. Of Genius" Printed for Em. Matthews, J. Roberts, &c. where 
may be had, the fccond edition of *• The Occafiondl Paper, Vol. III. 
« Numb. IX. of Plays and Mafqueiades." St. James's Poft, March 2$, 
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A 

LETTER 

TO THE 

EARftt OF OXFORD, 

CONCERNING THE 

BILL OF PEERAGE. 
By Sir RICHARD STEELE *. 

•< Rarus enim fcrme Senfijs communis in ilia 

^* Fortuna.*' Juv. Sat. viii.73. 

We feldom find 
I^uch Senfc with an exalted Fortune join'd. 

Stepney. 

My Lortj, Dec. 7, 1719, 

I AM very glad of an occafion, wherein I have 
the good fortune to think the fame way with 
your Lordfliip, becaufe I have very long fuffered 
a great deal of pain in refle<aing upon a certain 
virulence, with which my zeal has, heretofore, 
tranfported me to treat your Lordlhip's perfon 
and charader. 1 do proteft to you, excepting 
in the firft fmiart of my difgrace, and the expul- 

♦ Firft publifhed, in Svo, by J. Roberts, Dec. 7, 1719. 

fion 
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lion out of the Houfe of Commons, I never writ 
any thing that ought to difpleafe you, but with 
a reluftant heart, and in oppofition to much 
good-will and efteem for your many great and 
uncommon talents. And I take the liberty to 
fav thus publicly to yourfelf what I have often 
faid to others, on the fubjedt of irfy behaviout 
to you : I never had any other reafon to leffen 
my Lord of Oxford than that which Brutus 
had to (tab CiESAR, the Love of my country. 
Your Lordfhip will, I hope, believe there cannot 
be a more voluntary, unconftrained reparation 
joiade to a man', than that I now make to you, 
in begging your pardon thus publicly for every 
thing I have fpoken or written to your difad- 
vantge, foreign to the argument and caufe which 
I was then labouring to fupport. You will 
pleafe to believe I could not have been fo in- 
fenfible as not to be touched with the generofity 
of part of your conduft towards me, or have 
omitted to acknowledge it accordingly, if I had 
not thought that your very Virtue was dan- 
gerous ; and that it was (as the world then flood) 
abfolutely jieceffary to depreciate fo adventurous 
a genius furrounded with fo much power as your 
Lordfliip then had. I tranfgrefled, my Lord, 
againft you when you could make twelve Peers 
in a day ; I afk your pardon, when you arc a 

private 
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private Nobleman ; and as I told you, when I 
refigned the Stamp office *, 1 wiflied you all pro- 
fpcrity, confident with the public good ; fo I 
now congratulate you upon the pleafure you 
itiuft needs have, in looking back upon the true 
fortitude with which you have paffed through 
the dangers arifing from the rage of the people, 
and the envy of the reft of the world. If to 
have rightly judged of mens paffions and pre- 
judices, vices and virtues, interefts and incli- 
nations, and to have waited with /l<:ill and cou- 
rage for proper feafons and incidents to make ufe 
of them, for a man's fafety and honour, can ad* 
minifter pleafure to a Man of Senfe and Spirit, 
your Lordfliip has abundant caufe of fatisfadtion. 
In confidence that you will accept of my for- 
row and repentance for the unprovoked liberties 
I have taken in-my former Writings, I make you 
my Patron in this prefent difcourfe on the 
greateft occafion that has, perhaps, ever bap* 
pened in England. Your Lordfhip will fee I 
write in hafte, and the neceffity of preffing for- 
ward to be time enough to be of any ufe will 
excufe the failures in fty le and expreflSon. I fhall 
therefore immediately fall into the matter of 
tbc Bill, which I fear may change this free 
ftate into the worft of all tyrannies, that of an 

• See Steeli*s Letter on thai occafion, dated June 4, 17131 in his 

Ariflo- 
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Ariflocracy : I (hall fupport my reafons for that 
terror, by running through the feveral parts of 
it, and making it appear that this is more likely 
than any other confequence that can be fuppofed 
will attend fuch a law as this would be. 
The whole tenor of it is very unfortunately put 
together, if any thing but an addition of Power 
to the Peers is intended by it, I believe, my 
Lord, all mankind will allow that the only plau- 
fible reafon for this law is what your Lordihip 
remembers as well as I ; but the preamble 
affigns no fuch reafon, but fays, that fixteen Peers 
of Scotland, by reafon of many new creations 
fince the Union, are not a fufficient and pro- 
portionable Reprefentative of that Nobility, and 
therefore they Ihall hereafter not be reprefented 
at all, but a thing ** much more fuitable to the 
** Peerage of Scotland" ought to be. done for 
them, to wit, *' that twenty-five of them ihould^ 
«* at all times hereafter, have hereditary feats in 
'* Parliament," I always imagined no one was 
judge of what was fuitable to a man but him* 
fclf i and I fee no manner of comfort that it can , 
poffibly be to one who has ary thing taken from 
him, that the pofleffion of it is more fuitably 
placed. How is it fuitable to the Peerage of 
Scotland, that, infteadof havinga Keprefentative 
of fixtcen fitting, by their cleftion, they arc 
hereafter to be favoured with having five and 

twenty 
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twenty there inftead of. them, and not one there 
in their behalf? It is, my Lord, very much 
below Noblemen to ufe cunning and artifice ; 
and it muft be allowed that the Peers of Scot- 
land cannot complain bf any thing like being 
tricked, but their potential feats in Parliament 
are barred and taken from them, not by collufion 
and double dealing, but the moft unreferved 
and candid ufurpation imaginable. But though 
this is done with fo much eafe, and no reafon 
given but that they who do it are pleafed to fay 
•* it is moft fuitable,** it is to be prefumed thofc 
whofe confcnt is neceflary for the divefting in- 
nocent men of their liberty and honour, will 
defire fome better account of the matter before 
they deprive their fellow-fubjeds., I cannot but 
from a natural deteftation of injullice fay, that 
it is the higheft wrong done to the indulgence 
mentioned a little after in the preamble, to ex- 
peft it will be granted in favour of any men, in 
wrong of any other ; and I will not doubt but 
the faithful Commons will alarm that benignity 
from being employed to the deflrudlion of itfelf, 
or oppreflion of others. I hope the beft man 
and beft Prince in the world will be gra- 
cious, fo as to have it always in bis power to be 
gracious. I am fure he will never give his 
people any reafon to complain but of his too 

C c great 
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great goodnefs. Happy thcSovcrciga, and happjfl 
the people, when exceffive Grace b all that fa 
to be feared from him. Dr. Bctrnet compli- 
ments King William, *^ Non tc fortem dici- 
" mus, fed querimur/' This natioti may fiy at 
this time the fame thing to her Monarch, 
<< We do. not only acknowledge, but bewail duft 
** he is fo gracious.'* 

But to come clofe to the point. The Peers 
of Scotland have an indefeafible right by the 
aft of Union to be clefted, and to fervc in Par- 
liament as Peers o( Great Britain, in the man- 
ner therein flipulated; and it would be but 
more cruel, not more unjuft, to take from them 
their lives and fortunes, as this honour and pri- 
vilege which their anceftors purchafed by the 
frequent hazard of theirs. The terms of this 
Union are plain and abfolute ; nor can there be 
any privilege, liberty, or property, fecured by 
it to the meaneft fubjeft of either nation, vio- 
lated or alteted againft his will, and no fatif- 
faftory reparation done him, without infringe- 
men of the whole aft, and leaving the perfoos 
io injured, at large as innocent outlaws^ it 
Kberty to avenge by force what was done bjr 
force ; for proteftion and obedience are reci- 
procal, and the withdrawing the one difcfaarges 
the other. What then is the condition of tbefe 
.Unhappy men^ who are to be divefled of their , 

t 
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4%bt5 and privileges of fubjeds, and yet no 
-doubt to be deemed traitors, Ihould they fly to 
■any foreign power, or invader of that nation, 
Arbich has in the deareft and greateft confider- 
ittttons (thofe of honour and diilindion) made 
ithem foreigners? But I will argue this point from 
-the nature of power in general. 

Power, as it is to.be exerted by men over men, 

muft be direded according to nature, juft ice, ar^d 

'-feafon.The Brfl obvious flep from confuijon and 

bnarchy towards fuch a power, is fubmiilion to the 

'willof one great good man; but fuch is the weak- 

-ttefsand infufficiency of the grcateft and bed for 

'^ftich a charge, that every abatement, limitation, 

4md divifion, of that Power which was at firft 

■ defpotic, are fo many improvements of go- 

^ernmcnt. The Legiflature of thefe kingdonis, 

in fpite of many convulfions, has refted in three 

fiates i but neither this, or any other form, can 

prtfcrve itfelf, but according to the rules of 

juftice and honour : Power feparated from them 

if brute-force, and becomes violence, which is 

* ' inconfiftent with reafon and nature, according to 

"^ which it is as juft a maxim to fay. The Legi- 

- ilature can do no wrong, as to fay, The King 

can do no wrong ; for to do wrong is not to do 

' as becometh a Legiflature, or becometh a Kiqgy 

' and therefore not in the power of either. 

Cjca Jf 
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If we fliould fuppofc the State to commit iflw 
juflice, it would in that Aft be as dcftruaivcof 
itfelf, as of the perfons violated j for it would 
ceafe to be a congregation of men living under 
laws, and begin to be a colleftion of robben 
and pirates fupporting themfelvcs by force and 
flrength ; it is therefore certain that h is im- 
poffible, and agaitift the very nature <rf the 
thing, the Legiflature fliould do injuftice. 

The terms of the Union cannot be revoked 
without difuniting the kingdoms ; for after that 
is done, they are no longer held together by 
law, but by force ; and the Power which keeps 
us together muft be arbitrary, and not legal ;er 
if legal, not righteous ; for a law ^ot fupportcd 
by juftice is in itfelf null and void ; nor are the 
makers of it Legiilators, but Oppreflbrs. 

Thus then it appears, without aa-y poffibk 
x:ontradi(aion, that the Parliament of Great 
Britain cannot exclude the Peers of Scotland 
from the benefit of the twenty-third article in 
the adt for the Union, without becoming an 
arbitrary power, ading with an indifferenec to 
good and evil, on the foundation of Might only. 

Now, as men are attempting what is not in 
their power to do according to honcfty, apd 
therefore not in their power to do at all, one 
would think this were enough to fay againft it; 
but the world is fo corrupt, that an argument 

that I 
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tiat a thing is incoriv^enicnt is tpore forcible 
than rcafons to prove a thing unjuft- 
X I fliaii go on then to urge that we are fafer 
under the Prerogative in the King, than we can 
be under an Ariftocracy. 

The. Prerogative is a Power in the Sovereign, 
not exprefled or defcribed by the laws, but to 
;bc exerted in the prefervation of them, by. the 
rule of the general good. And if you could 
.prove that the bufinefs of the twelve -Gentle- 
men was done purely to fave the nation, and 
/that it yfz$ .done for the good of the whole, the 
Statefman who advifed it would deferve the 
thanks of all mankind, for expoiing himfelf to 
the mifinterpretation and refentment of future 
Parliaments for the good of his fellow-fubjefls. 
I fay. Sir, the fault is not in the Power, but the 
. xnifapplication of it : and in judging of this 
matter we are to carry our thoughts beyond the 
age we live in, and abftraft ourfelves from the 
. little quarrels and animofities of our time, and 
confider, if this Power may not be proper to be 
lodged in the Chief Magiftratc of this Kingdom 
a hundred yeaf s hence. The Magiftracy of the 
King of England will be difabled if this Power 
is taken away ; and we are to expeft proteftion, 
AS well as fear oppreffion from it. And, my 
Lord, had I time, I am confident I could cite 
you as many initances of prefervation from the 
C c 3 prero- 
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prerogative in good PrinccJ, as of violation from 
arbitrary ones. I believe it wilt pnzzle all the 
Civilians in the world to account for the be- 
haviour of the Sixteen Lords on this occafioit. 
For though a Deputy, or ftiprefentative, has 
indeed full right to ad: for hi$ Principal or Con- 
itituent in as ample and efTedual manner as if 
it were fuch his Principal himfdf who did all 
which he the Reprefentative ^ds ; at the fame 
time, it is from reafon and equity underftood, 
that thefe afts fliould be for his Conffituenrt 
good and intereft, and never can be conftrued tt> 
extend to the taking all the ConftitUent's pro- 
perty, and converting hifr authority to aft for 
him, into a power toaftagainft him ; much iefs 
' for veiling in himfelf, the Reprefentative^ the 
right entrufted by the Principal. 

I will not pretend to doubt but that thofe 
noble Perfonages have under the hands and fcals 
of all and every of their Eleftors, the Peers of 
Scotland, full power and authority for this al- 
teration ; without which authority, this proceed-^ 
ing cannot be reconciled to common honefty. 
But I will aver, that if the thirty odd, who arc 
to be enobled by this Bill, are to be made up by 
prefent Members of the Houfe of Commons, 
fuch Members are to climb to honour through 
infamy. Nor can I imagine what comfort rca- 
fpnable creatures can take in an advancement fo 

purcbafedi 
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* purchafed, but that of hiding the fur-names of 
thf ir families, which they fhall have made de- 
tcftablc, under the covering of titles. 

This is not, my Lord, talking paffionately, 
but 'plainly and honeftly ; and I do not do fuch 
jnen, if there are fuch, injury ; but they do mc 
^nd every Commoner of England injury, by 
treacheroufly attempting to facilitate the paffage 
of this dreadful Bill into a law, that may enflave 
their prefent equals, and contriving to partake 
of the tyranny over them obtained by fuch theu: 
perfidioufnefs. 

My Lord, what I promifed to maintain was, 
that the Bill is made for an Ariftocracy, and 
indeed it feems to me calculated for nothing 
-clfc ; nay, it has not fo much as the appearance 
of any thing elfe 5 for though a man of honou% 
that is to fay, a man of coafcious integrity, 
knows that he is a Peer for the fake of his fel- 
low-fubje£ts, and that this right is veiled in him 
and his family for the fake of fociety, not for 
Jiimfelf and fucceflbrs only ; yet is there no part 
of fociety confidered in this Bill, but merely the 
Peers and Nobles. Your Lordlhip, who has 
/declared againf): it, has obferved this with proper 
care of the Prerogative ; give me leave to declare 
the fame^ not only in behalf of the Prerogative, 
but alfo that of the People. The Lords cxercifc 
a power in the laft refource of juftice ; and an 

C c 4 appeal, 
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appeal, they fay, lies to thdm from the Courts 
of Weftminfter-hall for determining all the pro- 
perty of Great-Britain ; and yet they axe willing 
to have a law which miift neceffarily difable 
them from being a Court of Juftice, that is, a 
eapable Court of Juftice, for the' future. The 
Bill even provides for their infufEciency as to 
this purpofe ; and there is a claufe, which, in- 
Head of looking out for great and knowing men, 
1% very careful to leave Power in the King to 
give titles, in cafe of extinftions, to minors. 
But fuch at the fame time is the partiality of 
the Bill that females are to be excluded from 
their future right, as if a Lady of good fepfc 
were not as capable of bringing into the world a 
man of fenfe, as a boy under age is of becoming 
a man of juftice and honour from the mere re- 
commendation of his fortune ; for it is not to be 
doubted but that would be his beft pretenfion: 
but Lords have thought it more eligible to have 
in view the providing rich hulbands for their 
daughters from among the Commons, than 
leaving it to their female heirs to make Lords 
of the defcendants of meritorious Commoners. 

Thus, my Lord, you fee the Ariflocracy is 
already fct out by this Bill ; for all the provifions 
and limitations of it regard only the titles and 
honours of the Peers, and a prodigious care is 
taken that no one fliould fuffer from poffiblc 

poq. 
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contingencies and diftant incidents among them- 
felves, but no regard had to the known iximc- 
diate prefent rights of thofe who do not lie' in 
their Houfe, but have title of eledlion into it \ 
there is no difficulty of deftroying thofe whom 
they know to have titles, but they are prodigious 
ten.der of hurting who may have titles of which 
they do not know. And we Commoners are 
fuppofed not to have eyefight enough to fee 
through this noble fubtlety. jThe Lords will be 
Judges, and give and admit to whom they pleafe 
incidental claims; but extindions arc to be fup- 
plied only by the King, and he might poffibly 
give them to perfons they fhould not like. 

The worthieft circumftance in the Bill, is the 
favour and notice taken of the title in the 
Dutchefs of Bucclugh; and if good fenfe, virtue, 
and all manner of merit, are reafons for honour- 
Jng any perfons in their defcendants, the heirs 
of that illuftrious Lady have indifputable pre- 
tertfions ; "and I hope the King will never want 
the affiftance of his Legiflature for conferring it 
upon them, without the affiftance of fuch a Bill 
as this is. 

To conclude, my Lord. The reflraint of the 
Peers to a certain number will render the Houfe 
vfelefs, becaufe it is well known that the great 
bufinefs is always carried on by men created firfl 
jn their own perfons 5 and if all fuch were now 
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to be excluded, I need not fay what would be 

the ability of the Houfe. 

When they are confined to a nuitber, the 
moft powerful of them will have the^ reft under 
their diredlion, and all the property difputed 
before them will be beftowed not by judgement, 
but by vote and humour, or worfc. Judges fo 
made by the blind order of birth will be ca« 
pable of no other way of deciiion. It is faid 
that power attends property ; it is as true that 
power will command property ; and I am at 
liberty to fay, that, according to the degeneracy 
of human nature, the Lords may as well grow 
corrupt as other men ; and if they fliould do 
fo, how will this be amended but by the con- 
ient of thofe who (hall become fo corrupt? 
What ftiall we then fay ? fliall we ezpofe our- 
felves to probable evils, with the profped of 
impoffible remedies againft them ? 

I will not infinuate any thing from the fuf- 
picions or dangers that may very well be ex» 
peftcd will arife from the impatience of thofe 
new Nobles, who are not to be fcated in the 
Houfe till another Seffion of Parliament ; but 
am at liberty to fuppofethat feflion would not be 
very far off after this Bill Ihould become a Law. 
It is hardly to be read ferioufly^ when the Bill in a 
grave ftyle and fober contradidlion has thefc 
words, ^' The twenty -five Peers on the part of 
3 '^tte 
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^f the Peerage of Scotland/* as if they who were 
made inftead of the Peers of .Scotland, could 
without a banter be called Peef s on the part of 
lUe Peerage of Scotland. The true defcription 
of them is. Peers made when the Peers of Scot- 
land were »o naore to be Peers ; for the titles 
ceding in their families, without hopes of fuc« 
cleffion in the Peerage and Legiflature, is only a 
bar againft any participation of power and in- 
tcrcft in their country. It is putting them into 
the condition of Papifts Convid:, as to what 
ought to be moft dear to them, their Honour 
imd Reputation. 

It is held by true Politicians a mod danger- 
ous thing to give the meancll of the people juft 
caufe pf provocation, much more to enrage men 
1>f fpirit ^ diflinftion, and that with downright 
ityuries. 

We may flatter ourfelves that Property is aU 
ways the fource of Power ; but Earl Mar *, who 
led and commanded men of much greater pro- 
perty than himfelf, is an inftance that property, 
like all other poffeffions, has its effeds according 
to the talents and abilities of the owner : and as 
it is allowed that learning and courage are very 
common qualities in that nation,! ihould think it 
pot viery advifeable to provoke the greateft, and 

♦ Sw p, 62* 
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for aught wc can tell, the befl: men amongft 

them. 

Thus we are barred from making this law by 
prudential rules, as well as from the inviolable 
rule of jufticc and common right with relation 
to the Scotch Peers ; but if we confider the 
matter - with regard to the King's Prerogative, 
this Law would diminilh it to an irreparable 
. degree i and it is a ftrange time to take away 
power,^ when it is in the pbffefEon of a Prince 
who ufes it With fo much moideration, that he 
is wiiliog to refign it. But we are to confider 
the Prerogative as part of the eftate of the 
Crown, and not confent to the taking it out of 
the Crown till we fee juft occafion for if. 

His Majefty^s indulgence makes it fafe in his 
royal bread ; and we know of nothing any 
other of the family has done to alter it for fear 
of him. If others have juft apprehenfions, from 
whencefoever they arife, they fhall fpeak them, 
and prove them juft, before they have any ho- 
nefl: man's vote for altering the eftate in the 
Crown. The Prerogative can do no hurt when 
IVIinifters do their duty; but a fettled number of 
Peers may abufe their power, when no man is 
anfwerable for them, or can call them to an ac- 
count for their encroachments. 

I know it is faid, and that very truly, the 
'manner of their pov/er will be the fame as now; 

but 
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tut then the application of ^ it may be altered 
when they are an unchangeable body. Schemes 
of grandeur arid oppreffion can be formed to 
invade the property, as well as liberty, of their 
fellow-fubjeSs; which would, according to the 
prefent eftabliihment, be vain to undertake, 
•when they are fubjcft to alteration before their 
projects could be ripened into pradice and 
ufurpation. 

As for any fuddcn and furprizing way of 
creation, that lies before the Legiflature for 
cenfure, and the great diminution which all cre- 
ations bring upon the King's authority is a fuf- 
ficient defence againft the abufive employment 
of that authority this way : for when the King 
makes Peers, he makes perpetual opponents of 
his will and power, if they (hall think fit ; which 
one confideration cannot but render frequent 
creations terrible to the Crown. 

This conftitution b^s fubfifted in fpight df 
convulfions and fadions, without reftraitiing or 
expreffing the extent of the Legiflative Powers ; 
nor is it poffible for any man, or affembly of 
men, to circumfcribe their diftindl authorities : 
BO, they are to be left eternally at large; and the 
fafety of each part, and the good of the whole, 
are to be the rules of their condudl. And as 
it is impoffible to forefee all the circumftances 
which muft arife before them, there is no other 
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fafe way, but leaving them at laigc, sls vigiltot 
checks upon each otherj equally uncoofinedybut 
by reafon and juftice. 

Hence it is, my Lord, that I have always at 
ferted, that if there was any outrage committed 
in the cafe of the twelve gentlemen, the Pcera 
ihould have then withftood the receiving of 
them, or done what they thought fit at another 
feafon for their fatisfadon; and not when it is 
too late, inftead of aflerting their liberties, me- 
ditate their future fecurity in unreafonable con- 
cefEons from the Crown, and difcouragements 
upon the merit of the Commons, 

I have, my Lord, lain under unjuft impu* 
tations of turning the pcrfons and charadters of 
men in prefent power into ridicule '^ ; but as I 
abhor to do any thing but what I think I may 
defend, I neither have nor will prefume to take 
fuch a licence, but leave it to gentlemen's ov«:n 
modefty and reflsdtion, to cpnfider whether they 
can reafonably think the confummation of the 
Englilh glory and merit is too clofe and reft in 
their perfons. 

After the Bill has fufficicntly provided for the 
Ariftocracy over thefe dominions, it goes into a 

♦ It was during the prefent oppofition tq the Coort, that Steele's 
Kcence for aSting I'lays was revoked, and his patent rendered ineffedual; 
at the inftance of th& Duke of Newcaftlei then lK)rd Chsimberlain. :S<f 
the TfiSATtB^N*' VIII. &r ppj^m. 

kind 
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kind of (Economy and order among themfelves, 
tvhich relates to their Nobility, and not to their 
Peerage. We plain men and Commoners will 
not difpute about any thing which we know- 
to be merely trifling and ornamental ; and if 
they will be fatisfied with a power in them as 
Peers, they (hall be Dukes, Marqueffes, Earls, 
or what other words they plcafe, without our envy 
or oppolition. But when we come fericwjfly to 
confider what we are going to do, we miift take 
the liberty to be very zealous, as the laft time 
that it may be in our power to make a ftand for 
ourfelves and our pofterity ; and Noblemen can- 
not blame Commoners, who are as ihy in ben 
flowing, as they are importunate in urging the 
grant of fucb a Power in themfelves ; which can 
be of no ufe or. advantage but to themfelves. 
At the fame time one cannot refill obferving to 
them, that, with refpeft to the prerogative, the 
Peerage of Scotland, and the rights of the whole 
body of the people of Great Britain, they cannot 
be more exorbitant in the ufe o( this Bill, fliould 
it become a law, than in the circumftances un- 
der which they fend it to us for our concur- . 
rence ; and it is not third of power, but mode- 
ration in the demands made of it, can recom- 
* mend men to further truft ; and we cannot ap« 
prehend but that which would be founded on 
Ufurpation would be exerted in. Tyranny. But, 



400 SiF. RieHARD Steele*s LetteiL 

my Lord, it is to be hoped this unreafonabfc 
Bill will be entirely rejefted, when no one can 
pretend to amend what is in its very nature in- 
corrigible ; for it would be in vain to attempt a 
fuperftrufture, which ought to be approved, 
upon a foundation which deferves nothing but 
indignation and contempt. It is a melancholy 
confideration, that, under the preffure of debts, 
the neceffities of a war, the perplexities of trade, 
and the calamities of the poor, the Legifiature 
fhould thus be taken up and employed in fchemes 
/or the advancement of the power, pride, and 
luxury of the rich and noble. I fpeak not this, 
my Lord, to fpread difcontents or fow divifions, 
but to compofe and heal them : I fpeak it in 
charity to all men, and addrefs it to one, to- 
wards whom of all others my behaviour hils 
been moft exceptionable. Thus far, my Lord, 
have I treated this affair in a moft folemn man- 
ner, by reafon of the aiwful authority from 
whence it comes; but we muft not, on fuch great 
occafions, be oppreffcd by outward things, but 
look to the bottom of the matter before us, di- 
verted of every thing that ftiould divert us from 
feeing the trae reafon of what pafles, and the 
pretenfions to what is afked. If this Bill is re- 
quired for preventing the creation of occafional 
Peers, why at the fame rime are five and twenty 
Scotch, and eight Englifli, to be now made I Is 

not 
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not this the fame thing as to fay, if you will Ictus 
make fo many this one time, under the fandtion 
of a law, we will make no more, for we Ihali 
have no occafion for any more — 

^' Accufat Catilina Cethegum */' 
It appears indeed Very unlikely any more 
Jlhould be wanted; if all that is wanted is to pre- 
vent the fudden and occafional increafe of Peers, 
a more eafy method for that purpofe is obvious, 
to wit, a prohibition to fit and vote in Parlia- 
ment, till after a convenient diftance of time 
after their creation. I fpeak not this as 1 ap- 
prove even fuch a remedy ; for every power of 
Parliament (as is already obferved) has from the 
reafon of the thing, and their diftindt fafety, 
;proper limitations, as well as privileges ; but I 
name that expedient only to ihew that more is 
a(ked than is wanted ; and when more is alked 
than is wanted, it cannot be thought unfair to 
fufpedt much more is to be done with the fu- 
perfluous power than is acknowledged. The for- 
mer conduft of the Houfe of Peers, of admitting 
or oppofing creations of the Crown, fliews that 
they well know they have a power of fo doing, 
when the reafon of the thing gives them autho- 
rity for it, much more when reafon didates that 
their very exiftence, as a Houfe of Parliament, 
is ftruck at, as in the cafe of pouring in new 
members in the midft of their debates* 

# Juvenal, Sat. ii. 27. 
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The latter end of the Bill feems to have fome 
compafSon towards the prerogative, and enads 
fomething Gracious towards the Defcendants of 
the Sovereign before the commencement of the 
Ariftocracy : *' Provided always neverthelefs, 
*^ That nothing in this afl contained Ihall be 
** taken or conftrued to lay any reftraint upon 
" the King's Majefty, his Heirs or Succcf- 
** fors, for advancing or promoting any Peer, 
** having vote and feat in Parliament, to any 
** higher rank or degree of Dignity or Nobility ; 
*^ nor from creating or making any of tRePrin- 
^* ces of the Blood Peers of Great Britain, of 
*^ Lords of Parliament ; and fuch Princes of the 
^^ Blood, fo created, fhall not be efteemed to be 
** any part of the number, to which the Peer* 
*' of Great Britain are by this aft reftrained/* 

You fee, my Lord, the grace and favour 
which (as foon as all their own pofterity, and 
accidents that could befall them, are provided 
for) is moft bounteoufly beftowed upon the 
children of the Royal Family. As this goodnefs 
is conferred on thofe of it who are not yet en- 
titled to that Honour, it is to be prefumcd, in 
fpight of all groundlefs infinuations that are 
fpread abroad, nothing veiled in others of them 
will be aflaulted ; but that whatever becomes 
of this bill, their prefent eftates, their then re- 
maining eftates will be ftUl inviolable. I am 

confident 
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confident none will deferve any other ; and as 

all human nature is fubjed: to infirmities, thofe 

are moft excufable which grow upon the dignity 

of our nature. I will dwell no more upon this 

tender place, but fay Avith the Iragedian : 

•* Pyrrhus is violent, but he's fincere/' 

To conclude, my Lord, I will not doubt but 

mens fpirits will be fufficiently raifcd, in a caufe 

which fo nearly concerns the fubjeft, from the 

higheft to the loweft ; and that fince the Koufe 

has given this affair fuch proper ufagc, as to 

call a full AiTembly to be prefent at the debate, 

it will infallibly end according to juftice; for I 

can never think the liberty of England in danger 

at fuch a meeting. Rancors, animofities, and 

private hates, vanilh in common danger ; and I 

doubt not but the zeal that demanded a hearing 

before this full aflembly, will be doubled at it, I 

cannot leave oflF till I have done juftice to a noble 

and generous Youth, who pleaded for the more 

diftant day ; and wifli I could reprefent him in 

the amiable figure which he bears in my imagi- 

. nation to all the reft of his fellow fubjedls. The 

Roman, the Englilh Virtue is not loft, while a 

young Nobleman is contending againft a power 

as a Patriot, which he has fo near a pretence to 

as a Son. Filial piety to his country and to his^ 

family had no ftruggle, but worked together to 

break through a modefty which long withheld 

D d z him 
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him from taking a leading part in this glorious 
contention. Many, who are nearer to him in in- 
tereft and fortune, will, I hope^, on the approach- 
ing occafion, emulate his virtue. None who 
have the honour to fit in the Lcgiflature Ihould 
be indifferent in it, but exert themfelves acord- 
ing to the interefl: they have in thefe dominions, 
the only remaining feats of Liberty. As for me, 
a poor Plebeian, who, from the loveof juftice 
and virtue, have, at the entrance into old 
age, but juft lifted my head out of obfcurity 
into noife, clamour, and envy, be it enough to 
applaud and celebrate their noble qualities ; be 
it enough for me to be permitted and forgiven* 
1 am, my Lord, your Lordlhip's moft 

obedient, and moft humble fervant, 

R. Steele. 

*^,* « This Day is publifhcd, in a fmall Volume, Price is. The Sixth 
'* Jni predion of the Four Plebeians, or Coufiderations upon.tjie Re- 
; <* ports about the Peerage, and particularly as to the Scots Nobility. By 
•' a Member of the Houfe of Commons. With Remarks on the PX- 
*< TRiciANs, the Old Whigs, and other Pamphlets tliat wei-e writ 
** for the propofed Bill, during the laft Sefilon of Parliament. Sold by 
•* S. Pepping and A. Dodd ; where may alfo be had any of the fmgle 
<* Numbei-s, and where Letters direfted for thepLtsEiANare taken in.** 

Flying Poft, N©v. 26, 1729. 
<* On Saturday next will be publifhcd. An cxadl Account of the Ex- 
« pedition to, and taking of Vigo. By an impartial Hand. Sold by 
" J. Roberts and A. Dodd. Where may be had, the Patrician N** 
"1. 11. lU. IV. in ^ifwer to the Plebeian." 

Whitehall Evening, Nov. 26, 1719. 
« Tbe Pcciage Bill confid^red, as it relates to the Scots, pr. ad." 

lb. Dec. 2, i7ig. 
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Speeches in the House of Commons, on 
the Peerage Bill *• 

AN engroffed Bill from the Lords, entituled. 
An A61 for the fettling the Peerage of Great 
Britain^ was read a fecond time ; and a motion 
being made by the Lord William Powlet, for 
committing the Bill, whicn was feconded by Sir 
Charles Hotham, the fame occafioned a warm 
and long debate, which lafted from one of the 
clock in the afternoon till near nine at night. 
The principal perfons, who fpoke for and againft 
the motion, were as follows : 



For committing the BilL 

I LoxdWilliam Powlet. 
z Sir Charles Hotham, 
3 Col. Mortorij - 
4, Mr. Hambderij 

5 Mr. Secretary O^^j, 

6 Mr. Flummery 

7 Mr. Attorney-General, 

8 yi.AiJlabie, 

9 Sergeant Pengelly. 
JO Mr. Hunger ford. 



Againfl the Committing. 

1 Sir Richard Steele y 

2 Mr. PittSy 

3 Sit tVilfred Lawfon^ 

4 Mx. Horatio Walpole^ 

5 William PFyieSyECq. 

6 Six John Packington, 

7 Mr. Methuen, 

8 Mr. Herncy 

9 Mr. Tufhelly 

o Mr. Robert Walpole, 



1 1 John Smithy Efq. 
It is impoffible to relate all that pafled in that 
memorable debate, the rather, becaufe, exceptr 



* From the Political State, Dec. 17x9, p. 

Dd 3 
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irsg a great many Loid3» very few ftrangers, 

we'e admirted into the Houfc, However, to 

gratify tbe curiofiTy of our conftant readers, wc 

Ihall rakt nodcc of ibmc material paflages, which 

v^zrt cammurjcatcd to us by perfons of honour, 

ar.c undojbtcd credit. Sir Richard Steele, 

who ipokc-firS on the oppofite fide, made ule of 

fome o\ thf argjimrnts againft the Bill, which 

be ha^ pabiihei that very niorning in his Letter 

tc rrt Lari of Oxford ; concluding, 57-^2/ be zi;as 

^*;«;. coTtKnittifir ibt Bulj becaufs it ibeu^bt it 

vpauu: hr ccmniuting of ^n. Mr. Pitts fpoke 

K-irr. £ grca: dctl of warmth and vehemence 

.^nr.f: :nc projeSors of this Bill, whom he 

tasffi.. w\:'r. meat obfequioulhefs to foreigners, 

r.r.^ v.:*r. ^.^cfigns agsin:] the liberties of their 

cf-/."^"-.::-.. Sir Wiiircd Lawfon and Mr, 

'Sr.-.'.r v-iinojc, who fpoke on the fame 

^. ._ vv"; ar..v-er£i by Colonel Morton. On 

: -.. r ■ •-"-, Si: Johr. P^ckirgton fpok:? with 

i ^ V ,. . , . . o: c-cvq-jcnci and weigh: againft ifce 

: ^ .-._. .;:".v.r.p o:hrr :h:ngs, '* that rhey had 

• .. -.. -.,. V -. \T. :i:: v.orii :o acknowledge the 

• ^.vv ••.- '" .'.r.s his Kiaiciry had been pleafed 

• J,- . . ■%> ■ r.:< -"i^-*'-"i :"or the good of his 
•• '.-: -.x*:* :■•■• :**- -*.^-""'; *:^ our coniiiturion ; 
' »x • .:. . : ■> ...-:■ ::c., his Mrjei\v was no: 
'. .^' ■ ;■ V "./vV <»: :rc .T.anr.er ot making his 
' /: -..oS %'* . :.*^- rrccis of thofe gracious in- 

•* lentions ; 
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" tentions ; and that, in particular, the Bill now 
" before them was a very improper return to 
** all the demonftrations jof duty, zeal, and af- 
** fedtion, which his faithful Commons had giyen 

V fince his Majefty's happy acceffion to the 

V throne : That when the King and hisMinifters 
" thought fit to enter into a ftridJ: alliance with 
" France, and thereby give that ancient and al- 
^^ moft irreconcileable enemy of England an op- 
** portunity to retrieve the extreme low and def- 
** perate conditbn of their affairs, the Commons 
** had not oppofed thofe meafures : That when 
" his Majefty judged it neceffary, either for thq 
" good of his fubjefts, or to fecure fome acqui- 
♦• fitions in Germany, to declare war againft Swe- 
'* den, and to fend flrong fquadrons into theBal* 
** tick, his faithful Commons had readily prov;- 
^* ded for thofe great expepces: That when after- 
^ wards it was thought proper to deprive his 
f^ Majefty's fubjecls of the beneficial trade to 
«' Spain, by declaring war againft that Crown, 
•f .end fending a fleet into the Mediterranean, to 
'^ ferve as ferry-boats for the Emperor's troops, 
f* the good-natured Commons had approved 
** thofe wife counfels : But that, after all thefe 
f* and feveral other inftances of obfequioufnefs 
" and complaifance which the Commons h:»d 
^* (hewn for the Miniflers, it was matter of 
f^ wonder, they Ihould at laft be np better re- 

P d 4 *^ warded 
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** warded than by a Bill, which was vifibly cal- 

" culated to exclude them from titles of ho- 

*' nour, and to raife the dignity and power of 

** the Peers : That this feemed to have been 

** the principal defign of the Miniftry, fince the 

" beginning of this reign, and in particular, to 

** give one family the abfolute difpofal of all 

** honours and favours : That, for his own part, 

*^ he never defired to be a Lord, but that he had 

*^ a fon who might one day have that ambition i 

** and he hoped to leave him a better claim to 

*^ it, than a certain great man had when he 

*^ was made a Peer : That it was, indeed, an 

*' extraordinary and unexampled condefcenfion 

" in his Majefty, to part with fo valuable a 

'*^ branch of his royal Prerogative, as is the 

*' beftowing marks of honour and diftindion on 

** fuch as have deferved them by their eminent 

*^ virtues and fer vices to their King and Country- 

*^ However, confidering what equivalent was 

*^ given by this Bill to his Majefty, nobody 

** would wonder at this conceflion, if it reached 

^* no farther than his Majefty. But he hoped 

•* this Houfe would never concur in depriving 

" of fo bright a jewel of the Crown, the Prince, 

** who in his proper turn was to wear it ; and 

'* who was fo worthy of it by all the royal vir- 

•* tues that fhone in his perfon; and which, du- 

** ring his Regency, had gained him the hearts 

'' and 
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^* and aflFedtions of all true Engliihmen ; that 
•* fome pcrfons had, through their indifcre- 
' ^ tion, occafioned an unhappy difference ; and 
*' he was apprchenfive that if this Bill, {o 
** prejudicial to the rights of the prefumptive 
** Hei^r, fhould pafs into a law, it might render 
*« that divifion irreconcileable ; and therefore he 
'• was againft the committing it." Mr. Hampden 
anfwered one of the moft material objedions 
againft the Bill ; I'iz. "That it would give the 
•• Peerage an Ariftocratical authority ;'' endea- 
vouring to Ihew, on the contrzry, That the limUing 
the number of the Peers would rather diminijh than 
inereafe their power and interejiy fince thefe were 
mainly owing io the covjlant addition of riches 
which the Peerage receives by the enobling of. 
wealthy Commoners. Mr. Secretary Craggs fpokc 
on the fame fide ; and though heufheredin hisdif- 
courfc with a modeft apprehenfion, '* that what 
•• he was going to offer would have but little 
•• weight ;" yet, with all the art of oratory, he faid 
all that the fubjedt could bear, and came off 
with general applaufe. He urged, among other 
reafons, ^* That his Majefty, fince his acceflSon 
*' to the Throne, had had no other view, than 
*^ to procure the good and happinefs of his fub- 
# /* jeds, and toftcure their rights and liberties. 
" That having, in his royal wifdom, confidered 
y the abufe that was made in the laft reign of 
I *' that 
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«* that branch of the Prerogative cekung to the; 

*' creating of Peers, which abufe had brought 

** the liberties of Great Britaip^ dnd of a'l • 

^^ Europe, into imminent danger, his Maj^fty^. 

^^ through a condefcenfion worthy of a PrincQ 

*^ truly magnanimous, had gracioufly beei\ 

^^ pleafed to confent, that fuch bounds be fet tq 

*' that part of the Prerogative as may prevent 

'^ any exorbitant and dangerous exercife of it 

*^ for the time to come : That it was only in the 

'* reigns of good Princes, that Legiflators had 

*' opportunities to remedy and amend the defeSs 

^^ to which all human inftitutions are fubjed; 

*^ and that, if the prefcnc occafion of reftifying 

•* that apparent flaw in our conftitution was 

" loft, it might, perhaps, never be retrieved/' 

Mr. Methuen, formerly Secretary of State, 

anfwered Mr, Craggs ; and with great ftrength 

and folidity of argument ihewed the danger 

of making alterations in the fundamental Laws 

and ancient Conftitution ^ urging the compa-, 

rifon of a building, in which the removing 

of one lingle ftone from the foundation may 

endanger the whole edifice. Mr. Heme and 

fome others fpoke on the fame fide. After 

which, Mr. Attorney General made a longancl 

learned fpeech j and though he owned, •* that 

•* he did not like this Bill as it was fent down 

M to then) J yet he did not doubt bijt it might 

" be 
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^* be made a good one, provided ^ he Lords would 
" give the Commons an equivalent, and Ihare 
»* with them feveral privileges and advantages 
" which their Lordfhips enjoy. Therefore he 
" infilled on the com^mitting of the Bill, that 
" they might ri^akc proper amendments to it ; 
" and as to the objeftion, that it was dangerous 
" to make any innovations in the Conftitution, 
•• he brought in feveral inftances, particularly 
•« the Aa for limiting the Succe^on, and the 
•* Aa of Union, which indeed had altered, but 
«• on the other hand had rather improved and 
** ftrengthened, than prejudiced the original 
** Confkitution.** Mr. Robert Walpole fpokc 
next on the other fide ; and, with his ufual elo- 
quence, and great ftrength of reafoning, endea- 
voured to confute all that had been offered in 
favour of the Bill. Among other remarkable 
particulars, he took notice, *^ That among the 
♦•Romans, the wifeft people on earth, the 
•* Temple of Fame was placed behind the 
•• Temple of Virtue, jo denote that there was no 
** coming to the former, without going through 
*^ the other : but that, if this Bill paflTed into 
«' a law, one of the mod powerful incentives to 
^* Virtue would l^e taken away, fince there would 
*• be no coming to Honour but through th;5 
f^ winding Iheet of an old decrepit Lord, and 
<* the grave of an e^tindl Noble Fajnily : That 

"it 
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" it was matter of juft furprize, that a Bill of 
*^ this nature ftiould either have been projefted, 
** or at leaft promoted, by a gentleman who not 
«* long ago fat amongft them ; and who, having 
** got into the Houfe of Peers, would now fhut up 
" the door after him : That this Bill would not 
^' only be a difcouragement to Virtue and Merit, 
^« but alfo endanger our excellent Conftitution; 
** for as there was a due balance between the 
" three branches of the Legiflature, if any more 
'* weight were thrown into any one of thofc 
" branches, it would deflroy that balance, and 
** confequently fubvertthe whole Conftitution: 
^* That the Peers were already pofleffed of many 
** valuable privileges; and to give them more 
'* power and authority by limiting their number, 
** would in time bring back the Commons into 
•* the flate of the fervile dependency they were 
*^ in, when they wore the badges of the Lords : 
'^ That he could not bOt wonder that the Lords 
*^ would fend fuch a Bill to the Commons ; 
" for how could they expect that the Commons 
*' would give their concurrence to fo injurious 
** a Law, by Vv-hich they and their pofterities are 
** to be excluded from the Peerage ? And how 
*^ would the Lords receive a Bill by which it 
^' ftiould be enadted, That a Baron fliould not be 
^* made a \ ifcount, nor a Vifcount be made an 
" Earl, and fo on ? That, befides all this, that 

" part 
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'f part of the Bill which related to the Peerage 
** of Scotland, would be a manifeft violation 
.** of the Ad: of Union on the part of Eng- 
** land, and a diihonourable breach of truft in 
" thofe who reprefented the Scotch Nobility : » 
" That fuch an infringement of the Union 
" would endanger the entire diflblution of it, 
*' by difgufting fo great a number of the Scotch 
*' Peers as Ihould be excluded from fitting; in 
^* the Britifli Parliament. For as it was well 
" known that the Revolution fettlement flood 
'^ upon the principle of a mutual compadt, if 
" we Ihould break firft the Articles of Union, 
«' It would be natural for the Scots to think 
'^ themfelves thereby freed from all allegiance. 
«* And as for what had been fuggefted, that the 
*^ eleftion of the Sixteen Scotch Peers was 
*' no lefs expenfive to the Crown than inju- 
*^ ribus to the Peerage of Scotland, it might be 
*^ anfwered, that the making twenty-five here- 
" ditary fitting Scotch Peers .would flill increafe 
** the difcontents of the elefting Peers, who 
** thereby would be cut off of a valuable con- 
** fideration for not being chofen/* Mr. Aiflabie, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who fpoke 
next, anfwered a material objedtion that had 
been raifcd againft the Bill, viz. " That it was 
*^ dangerous to make any innovations in the Con* 
** ftitution ;"tind made it appear that " feveraj 

" alter- 
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** alterations had been made ip the original Con- 
•* ftitution by Magna Charta^ the Habeas Corpus 
^^ Jgi^ and feveral other laws, made for the be- 
•' nefit of the fubjedt ;" and, upon the whole, 
was for committing the Bifl. He was backed 
by Mr. Serjeant Pengelly ; but they were oppofed 
by Mr. Smith, who, among other arguments, 
urged, " That the foundation of this Bill being 
^^ wrong and faulty, there was no room for 
*^ amendments, arid therefore he was again ft com- 
^* mitting it.'* Mr. Hungerford, who brought 
up the rear, was of a contrary opinion. 

But about a quarter paft eight in the evening, 
the queftion being put upon the Lord William 
Powlet's motion, the fame was carried in the 
negative, by a majority of 269 voices againft 
177 ; fo that, including the two tellers on each 
fide, there were 450 Members in the Houfe. 
After this, the. p'revailing party moved, and 
it was refolved by about the ,fame majority. 
That' the Bill be rejected. 

*** " This day is publKhed, thefecond edition of the MoDSRATORt 
" wherein the Arguments for and againft the Peerage Bill are fairly flated. 
** \Vith fome Rd!le<5lions upon the whole. Mtdio tutiffimus. Printed for 
« J. Roberts, Price Ad." Poft-boy, Nov. a8, 17 19. 

" On Monday next will he publKhed, An Account of the Conduct of 
*< the Minifters with relation to the Peerage Bill. In a Letter to a Friend 
« in the Country. So I japiunt Pbryges, Printed for J. Roberts, price 3d." 

Poft-boy , Nov. 2 8, 1 7 1 9. 

« On Tuefday next will be pnblifhed. An Enquiry into the Manner of 
<* creating Peers. Anti^uam •xfuiriu Matrem* Virg. Printjb for J. Roberts, 
«* price IS.*' Ibid. 

7 THE 
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THE SPINSTER, 

IN DEFENCE OF 

THE WOOLLEN MANUFACTURES. 

N° I. December 19, 1719*. 

Csetera^ ni Caiia efii demijfd vefie tegentUm 

HoR. I Sat. H. 95. 
* For all the reft is cover'd with the gown^' Creech* 

THIS Difcourfe is written in behalf of the 
Needy a:nd Diftreffed, in oppofixion to the 
']iiV"ealthy and- Powerful ; who, 1 fear, may con- 
fpire f<ir their own ends, to leave the afflidtions 
and complaints of their miferable fellow-fub- 
jefts and fellow-creatures negledted and unre- 
lieved. I (hall continue it from time to time, 
during the difpute between the dealers concern- 
ed in the Woollen and Callica manufactures. 

But though my prefent opinion is clearly on 
the fide of the cloathing made for our own 
Wool, I (hall not be deaf to Callico. 

And if any gentlewoman, dating Kerfelf at 
the prefent writing and time of the year in Eng- 
land, and in Callico, fliall write her thoughts 
to Rebecca Woollpack, fpinfter, at Mr. 
Roberts's, in Warwick-lane, poft-paid (for the 

• This Paper was publifhed in 8vo. by J. Roberts, Price 3d. and was 
Attended to have been continued occafionally. Only the Firil Number 
•f it, however, appeared. Sec tfee N'iui in p. 426* 
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Woollen -manufadu re cannot atprefent bear 
poftage), ihc Ihall have a fair and candid anfwer. 

I write myfelf SpinsteIi, becaufe the laws of 
my country call me fo;and 1 think that name, 
ufed in all writings and inftruments as the ad- 
dition and diftindion of a maiden or (ingle 
woman of this ifland, denotes to, us, that the 
general expedJration of our lawgivers was, that 
th,c induftry of female manufadturers would be 
mofl laudably employed this way, and therefore 
they gave the office of the Spinner as a title to 
the Gentlewoman, 

It might be further urged, that thFs word inti- 
mates that a woman's chief praife confifts in do- 
meftic induflry, and in fimplicity, rather than 
variety of drefs. 

In order to come at the true ftate of trade, 
and the intereft of this illand, with relation to 
the habits now worn, I (hall take the modern 
Englifti lady at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, 
which is her break of day ; and allowing her to 
twelve for private devotion, fuppofe (he has 
called to be drefled, and from the parcels of her 
drefs, obfcrving what Ihe wears of Englifli, and 
what of foreign produdt, with the prices of each 
part of her habit, make my inferences accord- 
ingly. 

None amongft thofe whom we call people of 
condition can be at home or abroad, vifit or 
receive vifits, without having feveral drefles, with 
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.Xcyeral fuitable undrefles, according to the fol- 
iowing lift? of abfolute neceffaries for a fine 
lady. She has now nothing on but her flippers, 
and her maid in callico clothes with the pro* 
duiftions of the whole earth as under-written. 






A fmock of cambrick holland, about! 

three ells and a half, at i2S.p^rell J 
idarfeilles quilted petticoat, three 1 

yards wide and a yard long J 

An iioop- petticoat covered with tabby 
A French or Italian filk quilted petti- 
coat, one yard and a quarter deep 

and fix yards wide 
A mantua and petticoat of French " 

brocade, 26 yards, at three pounds 

^^yard 
A French point or Flanders laced 

head, ruffles and tucker 
JStays covered with tabby, Englifh 
A French necklace 
A Flanders laced' handkerchief 
French or Italian flowers for the hair 
' An Italian fan 
Silk (lockings, Englifli 
Shoes, Englifli 
^ girdle, French 
A cainbrick pocket handkerchief 
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French kid gloves 026 

A black French filk afamode hood o 15 d 

A black French laced hood S S ^ 
Imbroidered knot and bofomknot^l 
French j 



2 o 



Total 210 7 6 

This is the neceflary demand upon everjr 
gentleman^ who would live in fafliion and in 
quiet, for one drefs for his lady s and as it would 
be fcandalous (as his wife, anxious for his repu- 
tation, according to her duty, admonifhes him) 
for her to be known by her cloaths, &e cannot 
but have five fuits at lead, and even with that 
Ihe miift ftay at home one day in the week ; but 
flie is willing to do any thing for her children 
and family, and would not appear abroad every 
day, like that flaring bufybody her neighbour 
Mrs, Blank. 

According to this rule, foreigners fell this 
lady to the value of a thoufand pounds, where 
the Englifh fell her to the value of five ; and I 
believe any company, or perfon, trade, or trader, 
on the Britifh fide of the channel, will find it 
hard to balance this lofs to our country by what 
they fell of Englifh cloathing to foreigners. \ 
{hall not therefore prefs the advantage further 

in 
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In the argument, fo far as to mention that her 
garters are French, and coft one pound five; 
that Ihe has a pair of pockets of Marfeilles quilt- 
ing, which is another one pound five: nor need 
I obferve that her ftay-buckles, and buckles for 
her Ihoes, cannot be any other than brilliant, 
the price of which alters according to the price 
which others of Our acquaintance, whom we 
love or envy, have purchafed theirs. But I 
wonder I forgot that whatever part of the town 
the lady lives in, (he niuft have a muff of five 
pounds five Ihillings ; and if Ihe lives in the city, 
Ihe will catch cold if flie has not a fable tippet 
worth fifteen pounds. 

I had like to have concluded witfiout taking 
notice, that the lining of her gown and petticoat 
was Italian luteftring, cheap at eight pounds; 
but on the Englilh fide of the account, which I 
forgot when about her legs, it muft be added 
that Ihe had thread ftockings worth ten fliillings* 

In an affair of this nature, wherein a great 
demand of things of fmall price rifes to great 
profit, it muft not be forgotten that the cap on 
which her head is dreffed is foreign filk, and fo 
is the lace that tics it, as well as the lace for 
tbc (lays. But for our encouragement at home, 
wc fupply her with pins, patches, powder, and 
wire. Patfches may perhaps make a fraftion in 
the account, therefore it muft be confidered that 

£ e 2 k 
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it is Englifb labour upon Italian filk.' I am 
dreffing her for a vifit ; and as ftie is going out, 
- flic calls for her Turkey handkerchief, for which 
flie gave five pounds five fliillings ; but flie is 
now ready to move, and has called for either 
her coach or her chair ; but as the maid is going, 
flie bids her .call both, left flie fliould alter her 
mind before flie comes to the door, and then it 
is time enough to chufe which of the vehicles 
flie pleafes. 

Whether we are taller this age tban we were 
formerly, I cannot determine ; but am divided in 
my conjeftures v/hence it is that our women 
drefs their heads lower, and the cielings of our 
rooms are raifed higher than in former times ; 
but be that as it will, the apartments through 
which I am to condudt this lady are hung with 
foreign filks, and the chairs covered with the 
fame. But flie is come to the door, and takes 
her chair lined with velvet, as dear as the filk 
with which herfelf is cloathed, and bids her 
coach (the infide of which is of velvet alfo, but 
of a colour lefe fuitable to her complexion) put 
off. 

This is the ftate of the cafe, and it behoves 
all on the Callico fide of this queftion to make 
out as is above demanded of them, that they 
bring to England, by fale of the produft of 
thefe kingdoms, more than the luxury and 

charge 
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charge in drefs, dcfcribed in the inftance of 
one lady, reduces us to the neccflity of fupply- 
ing ourfelves with from other nations. 

The Legiflaturc, before which this queftion 
now lies, will certainly confider whether the ma- 
nufafturcri of Wool, which is as much a pro- 
duce c^ the land as are corn and grafs^ ihall, in< 
flead of working thofe fleeces, and gaining to 
themfclvcs a comfortable livelihod, and railing 
the rents of their landlord, become immoveable 
incumbrances upon that land, and live in the 
poors-rate, to the ruin of them both. 

It is not proper to dictate to law- givers ; but 
we may ^ve them information. I have read 
in the Live^ of Plutarch , that the wife Lycurgus^ 
in order to maintain the Commonwealth in its 
fimplicky, forbade the ufe of certain drefles to 
women ; and to deter them from appearing in 
theiti, allowed them no remedy againft abufe of 
their perfons in thofe habits. 

As I am talking to the female world, whofe 
apparel is the caufe of this evil, and fpeaking 
of Ljcurgus^ let me recommend the imitation of 
the Spartan Dame, now reprefcnted on the ftage, 
where they will find the doty of a lady not re- 
ftrained to domeftic life, but enlarging the con- 
cern for her family into that of her country. 
When a woman of honour and underftanding 
tak^s this matter ferioiifly into her thoughts, ihe 

E e 3 will 
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will confidcr how far her fortune and pcrfat 
may influence or fupport a falhion, deftrudivc 
to the fociety of which Ihe is a member ; flie 
willthen, in juftice as well as compaffion, be 
fearful of putting on an ornament, which, if 
generally worn, may refpeftivcly expofe, accord* , 
ing to their fex, crowds of her feBow-fubjed;s 
tofliame or death. 

It is not to. be imagined, nor perhaps defired, 
that we fliould return to the manners of the firft 
ages of the world ; but it is to be watchfully 
guarded that we admit of no refinements that 
may be prejudicial inftead of being advanta- 
geous : an Englifli Lady will therefore be fucfa, 
not only in her own perfon, but alfo in her 
children and fervants. There needs no greater 
ikill for coming at the truth of this debate, than 
what every ordinary miftrefs of a family muft 
be capable of. No one will make and provide at 
home what will hinder a family froni doing 
what would purchafe a great deal more than 
what would buy the fame thing from abroad; 
and, on the contrary, no one will go abroad for 
what they can have for lefs coft and labour at 
home. This is, perhaps, the main principle, 
which, obferved or neglefted, makes men rich 
or poor, a nation great or contemptible. 

But I Ihall tranfgrefs the defign and limits 
pf this firft difcourfc, which I intended Ihould 



N* u The SPINSTER. 423 

go no further than ju(t alarming the innocent 
caufes of this evil, the Ladies, againft ruining 
(heir country ; their great grandmothers, who 
for ornament and drefs painted their own 
bodies^ would be aftoniihed at the Callico Pids» 
their degenerate children, and fly from their 
own ofispringi as putting themfelvcs in mafque- 
rade only to reduce themfelves to their primi« 
tive poverty and nakednefs. This is not at all 
faid to difparage trade in general, but to make 
us more circumfpedt in maintaining the balance 
of it on our own fide : no, it is very far from 
that, and I very much admire that excellent 
eulogium in the fixty-ninth Spectator, firft 
volume. That judicious, delightful, and me* 
morablc writer, after having celebrated, with 
greatcft variety of eloquence, wit, and humour, 
our happinefs s^s a trading people, has it thus : 
*« There are not, fays he, more ufeful members 
** in a Commonwealth than Merchants. Thejr 
'* knit mankind together in a mutual intercourse 
** of good offices, diftribute the gifts of Nature, 
^^ find work for the poor, and wealth to the 
** rich, and magnificence to the great. Our 
*' Englilh merchant converts the tin of his own 
^* country into gold, and exchanges his wool for 
<< rubies. The Mahometans arc cloathed in 
i* pur Britilh manufacture, and the inhabitants 
Ec4 ••of 
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*• of the Frozen Zone warmed with the fiefeces of 
^* our iheep. 

" When I have been upon the Change, I have 
" often fancied one of our old Kings ftandihg in 
•• perfon, where he is reprefented in effigy, and 
" looking down upon the wealthy concourfe of 
•* people with which the place is every day 
•* filled. • In this cafe, how wpuld. he be fur- 
" prized to hear all the languages of Europe 
** fpoken in this little fpot of his former do- 
•• minions, and to fee fp many private men, who 
** in his time would have been the Vafals rf 
*^ fome fowi:rful Baron, negotiating like Princes 
" for greater fums of money than were formerly 
** to be met with in the Royal Treafury ! Trade, 
'^ without enlarging the Britifii territories, has 
*' given us a kind of additional empire : it has 
*? multiplied the number of the rich, made our 
•' landed eftatei infinitely more valuable than 
** they were formerly, and added to them an 
^ acceffioA> of other eftates as valuable as the 
*^ lands themfelves/* 

If it Ihould appear that there are particular 
coUcftions or bodies of merchants, or particular 
over-grown traders, who aft and deal with a 
direft contrary view to that of this general pro- 
fperity of trade; I will at prefent fay jio more of 
them, but that they have no pretcnfion to any 
part pf this panegyrick. 'Upon the whole, we 

are 
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sire' HUddiifey if^ in the prcfent pofture of the 
world, ibmething is not refohed for the iinptove- 
^ent and immediate prefcrvation of bur trade * ; 
£or, as it riow ftands, I think it may be compre- 
hended in' what one Indian boy, talking to ano- 
ther one day as they waited for their mailers at 

♦ The occafian which produced this Effay had for fomc tiirte be- 
fore raifcd varipys ^lajnours in the public papers. 

The firft rfegiilar pamphlet that we find appeared 0<Slober 2j, 1719, 
under the Title of** The Weaver's trii« Ca(e 5 or the wearing of printed 
^' Callicoes and Linen dellrn^tive to the Woollen and SUk Manufac- 
" tones J wherein all the material obje<Stions againft the Weavers are 
** fairly ftated, coafidered, ^nd anfwered. Addrelfed to the Members 
f^ of the honourable Houfe of Commons. By a Weaver." Sold by J. • 
Roberts, price 6d. 

This was followed, Odlober 30, by a periodical Paper, intituled, 
' " The Manufacturer, or Britifli Trade truly ilated; wherein the 
** Cafe of the Weavers, and the wearing of Callicoes, are confidercd j to 
*f be continued every Wednefday and Friday, printed for W. Boreham." 
Thisfoon prpduccd, November jo, " The British Merchant; or 
*' a Review of the Trai|e of Great Britain, fo far as it is falfely Hated by 
^' the Manufacturer ; proving that the Author ought to have ranked 
^ the Heads of his Three firft Papers under the word Clamour, and noc . 
<* Argument. To be continued every Tuefdcy. Printed for J. Roberts." 
Which was again followed, November 23, by " The Weaver; or, the 
« State of our Home Manu£ai5lure conddered. To be continued weekly. 
" Printed for S. Nevill." 

« The Weavers Complaint againfl the Callicoe Madam?, as fung at 
" the Playhoufe in Lincoln's Inn Fields," is a Son§ of great humour, and 
may be feen at length in the Weekly Journal, November 7, 1719. 

" 1 he juft Complaint of the poor Weavers truly rcprefented, with at 
*< much Anfwcr as it deferves to a Pamphlet lately written againft them, 
** intituled. The Weaycrs Pretences examined, ^c. price 6d." was ad« 
yeitifcd in the Manufaclurer, December 2, 17 19. 

" The Female Manufa6lurei*s Complaint, &c " (fee p. 427.) appeartd 
early in January, 1719-20. 

« Next Thurfday ^yill be publifhed, Mr. Afgill's Anfwer to tlid 
<< Queftions upon the Callicoes. ,The fecond Edition, with an Appendix 
« upon ihe Spinster* Price 6d.*' Poft-boy, Januai y 11,171 q-io. 
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the great boufe in LeadenhalUftreet^ faid to his 
cpmrade. The poor Indian, governing himfclf 
by outward appearances, and what he obferved 
wherever he went, was overheard to fay,, " I 
•* cannot fee, Pompey, in what the people of 
•» this pountry cxc?ll thofe of ours, except it be 
^ that they are governed by their wives ; they 
•^ go to our country to bring home to then: 
•* women fine dreffes from head to foot, only to 
•< purchafe of them their hair for periwigs.'* 

*if* **lnz Ihort tinne will be publiOiedy A Mifoenapf of Original 
« Poems, by a Gentleman. If any perfon is willing to itifert any Poetical 
^ Pieces in this Colledlion, they are defired to fend them, between this 
*• ami the 25th of March* to John Bateman, BookfeUer, in St. Paul's 
« Church-yarU, paying poftage. ' Weekly Journal, Jan. i6, 1719-20. 

f 4f *< To be let, within twenty mileis of London* on an extraordi* 
^ nary good road, where the Coaches come and op in one Dav, a 
^ fpackws large Houfc* with ahnoft eighteen acres of inclofed ground 
" lying n«xt to it, at about 30I. ^r annunif with very good ftabling* 
^ coach'houfe, coiweuient out-houfes, and kitchen and flower-gardens ; 
'< and twenty acres more of inclofed ground, if i-cquired.*' Ibid. 

** Nottingham, Derby, Loughlxirough, and Leicefter Stage Coaches* 
^ continue ftitt to go in Three Da ys, from the Ram Inn in Smithfield* 
*• every Monday and Thurfday." Poftman, Nov. 2 t* 1719. 

Tlie Nottingham Mail Coach pafTes now (1789) in about 17 Hours. 
. ** To be fold by Hekry Plaistow, at the King's Arms, the corner 
of Arundel'ftreet, in the Strand, a new fort of Beavers and Cloth Hats 
of nice fnnll'-colours, for gentlemen, proper for the winter, for riding or 
himting, which will keep out the wet, and hold their colour better than 
black, liaving a noble, genteel look, trimmed withfilvcr or gold. At the 
fame Ihop is the greateft choice of all forts of hats for ladies and gentle- 
men, with feathers of all colours, at reafonable i*ates. Where are fold 
alfo the following neat Wines for ready money, viz. Red and white Port, 
at 13I. I OS. the hogfliead, Methuen wine, Barrs-bar, Sherry, Young- 
H(x:k, and Rhcnilh, at 6s. per gallon, Palm Sack, at 7s. fine mellow Old 
Hock, at los. per gallon. Deep Margoes Claret, at 24s. per dozen. 
Pontack, at 2s. 6d. per bottle, Herroitase and Bui-gundy, at 3s. per bottle. 
Right Coniac Brandy, at 9s. per gallon. Attendance will be conftaptly 
^iven : Where are clean bottles iind caCks •! all fixes." ^St. Jaroc^'g Pod^ 
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To the Honourable and moft Excellent Matron, 

Mrs* R£B£CCA W00LI.PACK. 

The Humble Reprefentation and Petition of^ 
Dorothy Distaff, Abigail Spinning-^ 
Wheel, Eleanor Reel, of St. Edmunds- 
bury^ in the County of Suffolk, Spinfters ; in 
behalf of themfelves and many thoufands of 
the Female Manufacturers of Wool and Wor-^. 
fled Yarn in the faid County, and in the 
Counties of Norfolk, Effex, Huntington/ 
Cambridge, Hertford, i£c. 

Humbly flieweth, 

THAT your Petitioners have for many years 
been chearfully employee}^ in the Wool* 
len Manufactures of England, th^t is to fay, in 
the fpinning of worfted yarn for the Stuff 
Weavers of Norwich and of London, by which 
vre have very comfortably maintained and fup- 
ported ourfelves in fuch manner, as that we have 
upon all occafions appeared decently at Church ; 
that is to fay, with a clean pinner, a cherry-co- 
loured chin- knot, a white apron, and a clean 
pair of gloves, fothat our Sweethearts have not 
been aftiamed of us ; nay, fome of us, who have 
fet to our work harder than ordinary, have ob- 
tained, by long labour and good houfewifery, a 
Barrow Buckinghamshire edging tt> our pin- 
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ncrs, to the great improvement of our neigh- 
bour laffes'of that county, and the encdurage- 
ment of the manufafture of Bone lace alfo. 

• We alfo farther humbly reprcfent, that in 
fone parts of the county where our fcllow-fpin- 
ners are poorer, and have not fathers and mo- 
thers to work for them, as we, who are good 
farmers and liulbandmens daughters^ may be 
fuppofed to have ; but tvhere, on the contrary, 
the money earned by the labopr qf the poor 
women and children is employed for their daily 
fubfiftence; yet that even there, may it pl^fe 
your Ladylhip, the induftrious poor women 
have, by the help of the fpinning of worfted 
yam as aforefaid, maintained their faid fadiiliied, 
and kept themfelves and their faid children from 
mifery, and from being chargeable to the parifii, 
though with very hard work and the utmoft in* 
duftry and application. 

But iK)w, and it pleafe your Ladyfhip, there 
is fad and dreadful news come among us, as 
well from Norwich as from London, where ou-r 
matters who employ us fell their yarn, and 
from whence they always, till now, had encou. 
ragement to fet us to work, as alfo from all 
other parts of the country, fignifying to us, that 
all the Ladies of London, the honourable and 
right honourable Spinfters of Cheapfide and all 
over England, and even your Ladylhip among 

the 
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the reft, have on a fudden, and to our great fur- 
prize and amazement, given over the ufe and 
wearing of the good honed old Engliih manu- 
fadtures of wool and worfted, and of (ilk mixed 
with wool, things in which we always believed 
here in the country that we looked as pretty, 
and appeared as tempting and agreeable to our 
Lovers and Sweethearts, as in any thing we can 
get to wear, and in which we have been told 
the City Splnfters have been as high and as 
proud as ever they can or will be in any thing 
elfe. 

And this is not all ; but, and it pleafe your 
Ladyihip^ our faid Mafters tell us the heavy ti* 
dings, that upon this humour of the Ladiee, 
many woollen ftuifs, and (luffs mixed with filk, 
and even iilks themfelves, are in a very great 
meafure laid afide ; that fome of them are quite 
loft, and thrown out of falc, fuch as brilliants 
and pulerays, antherines and bombazines, fatti- 
nets and cbiverets, oraguella's, grazetts, great 
variety of filk and worded foot- works, flowered 
gn^etts, flowered filk and woriled tammy 
draughts, and damaiks, fine coloured crapes, &r« 
and that they cannot fell their worded yarn as 
ufual at Norwich and London ; neither have they 
any more work for us to do, any wool to put 
out, or money to pay for the fpinning, the 
market being flopped as aforefaid. 

3 May 



43* Female Manufactdrers Complaint* 

May it plcafe your Ladylhip then to confidcr 
what a fad and deplorable conditioa we are now 
reduced to in the country; for as to us your 
petitioners, though we are, as above, farmers and 
hufbandmens daughters, and our parents do 
make Ihift to give us vi(9:uals and drink, yet that 
we are utterly ruined; for we can now get no new 
cloaths, no knots, no edgings, as we obferved to 
your Lady (hip, and without which, yout Ladylhip 
well knows, we Ihall get no fweet-hearts, for we 
cannot go to the market nor to the fair, as ufual; 
and your Ladylhip knows what will be the mi- 
fcrable confequences of thefe things, for that the 
young men do not come after us now to ouir 
fathers houfes, as they ufed to do, but always 
expert to fee us at market-towns; fo that if 
fome fpeedy courfe be not taken in this matter, 
we are in danger of being utterly undone. 

And as for the poor women and children in 
the county, as above, whofe employment and 
whole fubfiftence depends upon the manu- 
faftures, and who muft fpin, or they and their 
families muft ftarve-, it were impoflible, could 
your Ladyfhip hear the fad lamentations of 
thofe miferable familes, but your heart would 
bleed for them, and you would never wear any 
thing that would contribute fo much to thedif* 
trefs of the poor* 

But 
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•. ' But, befides this, we humbly crave leave to lay 
•before your Ladylhip, that, as we are informed, 
all this fudden change, which is apparently to 
the. ruin of fo maay thoufands of your peti- 
tionei-Sj is. brought about in favour of a tawdry^ 
pierfpotted, flabby, ragged, low-priced thing, 
called Callicoe 5 a foreigner by birth 5 made, 
the Lord knows where, by a parcel of Heathens 
and Pagansj that worftiip the Devil, and work 
for a halfpenny a day. 

We likewife humbly reprefent to your Lady^^ 
ihip, that all this mifcry and diftrefs, which is 
and will be the confequence of the Ladies 
falling with fuch a guft into this new out- 
landifli falhion, is laid wholly at the door of 
your own fancies ; that you have not beeri 
prompted to it by your husbands, or invited 
into it by your fweet-hearts or lovers ; for thel 
men^ it feems, do not wear any of it themfelves^ 
nor do they find that you fave them any money 
in their pockets by it, as wefhall fully prove to' 
you afterwards. We fay, it is all laid at your 
door; and we are given to underftand, that whild 
the men in vain have reprefented to your Lady- 
lhip, that it will be ruinous and dcflruiStive ip 
the trade of the natiopy and to the woollen manu- 
factures, anddefiredyou, though to nopurpofe^' 
to be perfuaded to lay it afide^ you are all the more 
©bftinate in the ufe of it ; fo that they ^re now 

F f obliged 
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obliged to lay it before the Parliament, la osder 
Xo farce you to alter the mode, aad to dreft ia 
the good, honed, home-fpun ManufiaAores of 
Eogland ; which, by the way,* will be not only 
much againft the grain^ as to the faibioii itfelf, 
but will alfo be much to your dtihonour, that 
you ihould be To commanded by the men to 
lay it down, and be brought to do it by FoRCSt 
We rooft earneftly entreat your Ladyflup, 
therefore, to confider what great reproach you 
are going to brirg upon yourfelf, and us all, and 
what injury even your children and grand- 
children of our fex muft fuftain by thus bring- 
ing us all under a fort of fubjedion to the men, 
in the modes of our drefs; **a yoke,** from 
husbands, *^ which neither we nor our mothers 
*' have ever been able to bear.*' It ought, doubt* 
lefs, to be above the dignity of our fex to be thus 
brought under this bondage ; and, therefore, wc 
moft humbly befeech you to let this change be 
the work of your own choice ; and not fqfFer it to 
be impofed upon you by the men, who will cer- 
tainly, if they carry this point, take upon them 
for the future to bring in fumptuary laws upon 
us, and oblige us to wear fuch cloaths as they 
think fit ; or otherwife, which would be in- 
tolerable (and which we hope you would make 
an infurreftion rather than fubmit to^, oblige 

the 



the Ladies fg^ wear n6 cToatlis aiiy richer than 
their husbands can pay for. 

Butj befidcs all thte,we rfcfoe jotit Ltfdylhip^ 
iD the hixnbkft ttiallif^ p6!lfible^ to take th€ 
conditioll of oaf poor fex into yoto moft ftribus? 
confidteratioiK We moft paffionately fcprefcnt 
to your Ladyihip how much you are really lA- 
tttrefted in this afl^r j hoW the Worftijrful yov* 
Ladyfliip's Griamdfaitber was a Woolsack, th^ 
gpod old Squire raifed all his fortunes by tis 
Spinnersi and many a coi^ly country Lafs hafs 
vaakiufiadin'ed for him. OklSif HaiirtWool^ 
aovEBMif of Bury St. Edmonds^ was alfd near oi 
kin to you. Madam, and he got a great eliate 
icoca the Comb-pot, ami made all his daughters 
ladies and getitle-folks* Befides, your Ladyihipi 
k allied, by fome removes, to a great many 
right honourable petfons, the direft ofF-fprihjg 
of the naoft ancient families in Suffolk and 
Norfolk, fuch as the families of the Oum- 
;it£RS, the Staplers, aftd the aneieiftt Tres-^ 
ij(&i.*BfeAT£RS, and others. Lord, Madam, caR 
you forget the graves of your anceftors, and the 
grey hairs of your fore-fathers ? if they Ihould 
rife from the dead now, and fee you drefled up 
in your painted trangums, and Eaft India tags, 
while all the poor Spinners hung about you 
crying for bread and for work ; good your Lady*^ 
fliip, what think you my good uilfiLtt^ ^<ssSA 
Ff* ^^^ 
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lay to it> Nvould they not carry you away a pick* 
a-pack ? 

Befides, may it plcafc your good Ladyfhip to 
iponfider, that if the honour of your family is not 
Supported and maintained, which, by the way, 
can never be done, if a flop is "not put to the 
wearing thefe Callicoe trumpery, you can never 
maintain or fupport your charafter; for, we 
befeech your Ladyfhip, if the Wool comes to 
lie on band, and not be fpun and worked up, 
, what will all the family of the Wool-packs 
come to ? they will certainly.be laid by till they 
rot, and come to rags. We have often fecn. 
Madam, fame of the largefl and mod flourifhing 
of you Wool- PACKS, when the market has been 
dull, ^nd the Wool would not go ofF, fufier 
great lofs, and be reduced to a very tattered con- 
dition. 

Nay, let me recommend it to your confider- 
ation, that if this goes on, the beft of your ex- 
peftations, and of thofe other ladies of your 
* family, may be to be fent over to France; and 
there, if nothing worfe fliould happen to you, 
yet you mufi change your religion, and you 
would all become Popilh Wool-packs, whether 
you would or no. 

And as for us .poor Spinfters, W€ muft cer- 

' tainly go away to France alfo. Nay there 

h a particular reafon for that, which we have 

not 
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not mentioned yet; and that is, that here is 
abundance of the young men, fuch as we ufed 
to pitch upon for our beft thoughts, and who, 
when they had work, were pretty clean fellows, 
and went well dreffed a Sundays, who were 
Manufafturers, and lived vety well, have been 
forced fince to go down to the fea fide; and therei 
they tell us, are French folks and Dutch folks; 
at Ipfwich and other places, that give them 
money to go abroad, and fo we never fee themi 
more : and affure yourfelf, and it pleafe youf 
Ladyfliip, that if all our Sweet-hefarts runajvay, 
we will all go after them, and then you may 
e'en fpin your Wool-packs yourfelf. - 
' But we hope your Ladyftiip will be prevailed 
upon by the teari of your own fex, and by the 
miferies of the poor, which you cannot be in- 
fenfible of, to commifefate the poor country, 
and fet your helping hand to a work fo necef- 
fary to be done, and (which is more than all the 
reft) i» fo eafy for you to do. 

Which brings us to the main fubjed of this 
your petitioners humble reprefentation, namely. 
That your Ladylhip would ccnfider how much 
it is in your power, at one turn x>f your hand, 
to put an end to all thefe miferies of your 
country, and to wipe up the tears of all the poor 
families in the nation, by only vouchfafing to 
fubmit your fancy to your reafon, and by bring- 

Ff3 ing 
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ipg your humour and yo>]r judgement to QQrr^* 
fpond a little together. 

Let us fuppofe for onqe, that ypur fancy, at 
lead for the prefent, accordipg to the laudable 
cullotp of our (e^9 does npw run for the gew<* 
gaws of the £aft Ipdies, a^ fpmetimes it bas 
done in former days for thpfe of ^rm^^.^ Buti 
fure^ when you are convinced that this uCago 
pf yours tends to the entire deftrudiofi of th« 
ftlanufaftures of your country, that it will el 
(Tourfe turn thoufands of ppor women and cbJA* 
dren idto the flreets a-begging, and to t^Q 
pariihes for fupport; that tho: trade ihaU be uni* 
verfally influenced by it, and tbat a. great i^m^ 
deyUiflj, thieving, running, cbeating^ trader are 
brought in among us by it, to the ruin of th^ 
fair trader ; we fay, when your Lady (hip is con- 
vinced of this, we are perfuaded you will tbr<9tw^ 
your fine Chints Gown and Petticoat in the &c^ 
apd declare that you will never more wear zfay 
thing fo prejudicial to the B^ritiih manqfa^Ure^. 
pf fp dangerous to the worfliipful Fajnily of the 

WopL-PACKS- 

Permit us, and't pleafe your Ladyibip, in 
the next place, humbly to represent to your 
confideratiop, how abfolut^Iy it is .referved. in 
your pwi^ power, and in your own hands, to 
efftGi this; and to all intents and purpofest». 
rc(cuf all tHe popr Maaufadurefa in the omiqi) 
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from the bondage and mifcry they are now fallen 

IBtO. 

As the evil is laid at your door, fo the remedy 
is ID your bands ; for, if you arc the caufe, you 
may certainly be the cure. May Heaven diftatc 
to you> how, being the original fpringof all our 
mi^fortunesy you are under an effectual obli- 
gation to endeavour the redreffing this grievance ! 

As the general wearing of Callicoes is the 
complaint> the general leaving them oflF will be 
the cure. The fafliion is the grievdnce, bccaufe 
it is a faihion ; it is in the Ladies power at once 
to make it odious and abhorred all over the^ 
kingdom. You are able to make it ais much 
out of faihion, as you brought it into faihion 
at once. You gave it your fanAion, by approv- 
ing axKl efpoufing it ; and you can fink it again 
by the blaft of your mouths. 
[ Take the honour of it, Madam,, from the men 1 
give them nothing to boaft of for reforming 
their wives; but make their wives triumph over 
them^ by telling them^ that you, whenever you 
pleafe, can diftrefs them > and again^ whenever 
you pleafe, remove their grievance. 

Th^ men can make no fuch alteration, they 
cannot decry Or oblige us to the difufe of any 
thing ; but if you turn your eyes this or that 
way, you can raafe or iupprefs what you pleafe 
(0 the public benefit of the nation^ 

F f 4 Tq 
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. To what purpofe fliould we trouble our repre* 
fentatives with our complaints ? Eafe us. Madam, 
yourfelves of the trouble. If the women in 
England will but fet their hands to this work, 
not a Callicoe, not a piece of linen printed or 
llained, Ihall l?e fold or worn in England. Then 
all our petitions will be at an end, they that 
bid the people petition will bid them be eafy ; 
all the Manufadures of Great Britain ihall re- 
vive, and the women will have the glory of 
having laved the Nation. 
" ^ Wc moft humbly put your Ladyfhip in mind 
how the men infult us upon this head ; how they 
infolently tell us, that though the women may 
fometimes do more good than hurt, they never 
had the opportunity of doing more hurt than 
good but they were fure to take hold of it. 

And thus they conclude, that our deliverance, 
to ufe their own words, is out of fight, becaufe 
it is in the hands of the women, who always did 
hurt rather than good. 

Contradid them, we befeech your Ladylhip, 
In this article, and let the whole country be 
faved by your hand. All the petitions then 
from the feveral parts of the kingdom ihall be 
removed; and we, the poor country manufaflu- 
rers and fpinners, will pay our homage to you 
Ladies of London ; and the honour of deliver- 
ing 
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ing the whole family of the Spinners ftall be 
your own* 

•* In order to this, the prayer of our Petition 
** concludes to your Ladylhip, Tha: you 
*• would be pleafed to take the fad and 
•* deplorable condition of your poor pcu- 
** tioners into your confideration ; and, in ^ 
" word, that you and all the Ladies of your 
•• family, the renowned family of the V/ool- 
" PACKS, with all your family and fcrvants, 
** may, by your order, lay afide your C4I- 
** licoe gowns and petticoats cf all forts, and 
** declare publicly that none of you will any 
•• more be dreflld in them, whether we call 
^* drefEng the fet drefs for abroad, or the 
** dilhabille for the morning ; bu: that you 
^* would reaflume thofe many pretty fluffs 
" which are already invented by our weavers, 
^* or which may be invented to pleafe the 
^* fancy, in the room of the Callicoes. And 
f< your petitioners, leaving all other appli- 
*' cation, Ihall for ever pray for all happinels 
^* to the noble family of the Wool packs. 

" DOHOTHY DiSTAFFn. 

<^ The Marjc H of Abigail Spinning Wheel* 

" Eleanor Reel,** 

A Re. 
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A 

Refpeaful EPISTLE 

TO 

SIR RICHARD STEELE,. 

AUTHOR OF THE SPINSTER- 

AFTER acknowledging, Sir, your very 
good meaning in your late performance 
for the encouragement of the good wives in their 
compleat way of dreffing ; it feems very ftrange, 
that you, who are fo exquifitely read in the litera- 
ture of the Toilette, that could rate the very 
foiocks of the ladies, and tell as well how much 
iBhcy coft a yard, as how many yards of hoUand 
there are in them ; I fay, that you fhould omit 
fome articles in the Lady's wardrobe, that are 
fo neceffary to compleat the various appearances 
of a fine Lady : and particularly, 

A hat of Leghorn — — — 
A beaver and feather for the foreft 
A riding fuit, with embroidery of 1 

Paris — — — J 

Jhree drcffes for the mafquerade >7 ^g ^ 

two from Venice, i8/. each J 

On^ 
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U S. d. 

One fromParis, of green velvet a kl 

Sultaneffe, fet with pearls and > 125 15 qJ 
rubies J 
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After, Sir, you had gone this length, you 
ought to have converfcd with* Tom DrawboV,' 
the Mercer upon Ludgate-hiH, who would for 
two bottles have confeffed that they (M'ercersJ 
have about twelve or fifteen Mafter-weavers at 
this time in work in S^pittle- fields, and all kept 
ip full bufinefs, making French brocaded filki 
for the Ladies ; that is to fay, for thofe nice " 
Ladies of quality who do not take up with anjr 
thing but what is right French. .. .1 

It muft be confeffed that this is a very great 
help to the Weavers at this the time of their 
unhappy circumftanccs ; and therefore thofc 
Ladies are exceeding kind, and great fupporters 
pf the iijk mapufadlures of Great Britain, who 
are pleafed thus far to fliut their eyes upon fa 
extraordinary an occafion, and be put off with 
Spittle-fields inftcad of the Fauxbourgs of Paris. 
And as they have no wrong done them, the 
goods made in Spittle-fields being not only as 

food, but every way fuperior to thofe made 11^ 
'aris. it is hoped they will not think them lefs 
]^fijCh for bein^ made in their own country. 



444 Letter to Sir Richard Steele. 

There are fome other trifles. Sir, you had for- 
got alfo, which I (hall not now enumerate ; as 
fame eflences, pomatums, efpecialfy that of the 
grand occqfion^ and fuch like toys, which muft 
not be reckoned to coft the Lady lefs than £5oh 
a year ; but of thefe hereafter. 

I mod humbly beg your Worfliip's pardon 
for thefe bints ; not doubting but you will make 
a good ufe of th^m as they occur in your next 
' Spinster *. I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

SpitterdfrFet, TiSSERANDO DE BrOCADE. 

* No other number of the SriNSTst .has occurred to our re* 
fcifchefc 
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T O 

The AUTHOR OF the LOVER ♦• 

SIR, 

TH AT all your Readers may have a right 
notion of the ufe and abufe of Love, ^ 
founded upon the unerring laws of nature, I 
here communicate the difcuffion of two cafes of 
confcience, as refolved by our learned country- 
man Dr. Gilbert Burnet, 1680; and they arc 
freely at your fcrvice. Yours, 
Giafgow, Jqjjj^ Mitchell. 

Nov. zof mi^ '' 

* The general title of the publication from "which this article is taken 
IS as follows : " Mennoirs towards a Hiflory of Men eminent in the Re- 
" public of Letters, as well foreign as domeftic." (See p. 315.) 

Of how many half>crow n numbers this work confided we are not 
certain, nor that there ever was any more of it printed than the part from 
which we are now extracting. That part has the following fepanate title: 

** Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Sir Richard Steele. Wherein 
<< are contained, Two carious Diflertations, written by the late Bilhup 
•< Burnet, viz. 
I ** I. A Defence of -Polygamy, provin^y that it is not contrary to tlie 
*< Law and Nature of Marriage ; and that an exprefs prohibition of it is 
" no where to be found in Scripture. 

" II. {The Lawfiilnefs of Divorce on account of Sterility in Women, 
** proving that DefetSl a fufficient reafoii for Separation.] Alfo fomc 
** Memoirs of the Earls of Nottingham, Portmore, and Lord Chief Baron 
«< Pengelly, with his Will. London, Printed for E. Curll and W. Lc- 
** ^nthor-p, at Congreve*s Head, diredlly over-agaioft Catherine-ibpeet, 
« in the Strand, 1731, Price 2s- 6d.'* 

This 
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This copy is taken frotti the original, atfcfted 
by Dr. Patterson, Archbilhop of Glasgow, 
now in Pofleflion of the Honourable Archi-^ 
BALD Campbell, where it may be feen if 
there i$ occafion. 

The Arcbbijhop of Glafgow's atiejlatton under his 
hand and epif copal feal manual. Edinborough, 
• tie sth ^January, 1 703. 

The Refolutions of thefe two cafes, viz, 
[I. Is Polygamy in any cafe lawful under the 
dofpel ? 

IL Is a WomanU Batrennefs a jufl grotind f^tt 
pivoRCE or Polygamy ? j is a true copy of what 
I faw, read, and copied, from the original Ma- 
ttufcript, written with Dr. Gilbert Burnet'* 
own hand ; and which I copied over at Ham *, 
in the year 1 680, the original being then in thp 
poffeffion of the Duke of Lauderdale, by 
whofe allowance and confent 1 took a copy of 
it. This I do hereby folemnly attcft; as wit- 
nefs my band and feal, day, year, and place^ 
above written. 

J. Glasgow. (£• 5.) 

* lu Surrey, whtre the Duke of a a fine feat*. 

CASE 
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C A S E- I. 

*' Is Polygamy in any Cafe lawful under tbi 
" Gofpel ? 

RESOLVED. 

*< Fpr anfwet, it is to be confidered^ that Mat* 
riage is a ContraH founded upon the Laws of 
Nature^ its End being the Propagaticn of Man^ 
kind \ HA the Formality of doing it by Church- 
men, is only a fupervenient Bencdidion, or 
pompous folemnizing of it ; and therefore the 
Nature of Marriage^ and not any Forms ufed in 
the Celebration of it, is to be confidered. It is 
true, the cafe is harder when any is Aafried by 
fuch a Form as binds him to One Womany than 
where he is bound only by the Tte of Marriage 
conceived in general Terms. 

*^ The cafe of mankind, fince the Fall, varies 
very much from what it was in Innocency; for 
then the Soundnefs of their Bodies^ and the Purity 
of their Minds^ did keep out of the way all the 
hazards of barrennefs, ficknefs, uncleannefs, or 
croffnefs of humour ; and therefore a finglc 
Marriage, as being the perfefteft coalition of 
friendlhip and intereft, was proper to that ftate ; 
and fo God made but one Woman for one Man : 
but upon the Fall, the cafe varied hugely, and 
frigidity, . barrennefs, unchaftity, croffnefs of 

6 \k>3CCCVCSS3X^, 
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humours, made the former law not fo proper 
for the foJlowing race of mankind ; yet ftill a 
fingle marriage was the perfefter, as being 
nearer the qriginal. 

•' Before the Flood, we find Lamech a Poly- 
camist; fach were Abraham and Jacob after 
.k:.{b^that this was not indulged by Mofes; for 
aiii that Jie did relating to this, was only to al- 
low ot Divorce, which was a Provifo from the 
hardnefs of the ifraelites hearts.. Every man 
y:^% bound to maintain whom he had once mar- 
ried ; left therefore fuch as defigned another wife^ 
and could not maintain the former^ might ufe 
indireS wajs to be rid of them; this Fair One 
oiDivovce^wsis allowed of by God; and this Poly- 
gamy was praftifed, without either allowance or 
controul, as the natural right of mankind ^ 
neither is it any where marked among the 
Bkmilhes of the Patriarchs ; David's \yives 
(ami llore of them he bad) arc termed by the 
Pronhet^ GccTs gift to him : Yea Polygamy was- 
ir'ade, in feme cafes, a Duty by Mofes's Law; 
when any died without iffue, his Brother, or 
ntiiitfi Kinfman, was to marry his wife, (ovrai/^ 
iT:g uf' f::ed to him; and all were obliged to obey 
this uno'er ttie Hazard of Infamy if they refufcd 
it ; neither is there any exception made for fuch 
as were Married \ from whence I may faithfully 
ccnLlude, thai what God made neceflary in fomc 

cafes 
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cafes to any degree, can in no cafe be finful in 
V, itfelf ; fince God is holy in all his ways : And 
, thus far it appears, that Polygamy is not con- 
' trary to the Law and Nature of Marriage. But it 
^ i§ next to be examined, if it is forbidden under 
the Go/pel.. It is certain our Lord defigned to 
raife mankind to the higheft degrees oi Purity 
and ChajOy ; and therefore our Lord and St* 
Paul do prefer a Single Life to a Married State, 
as that which qualifies us for the Kingdom o£ 
Heaven, and was loaded with the feweft incum- 
brances ; and by this rule, a Single Marriage 
being next to none at all, is certainly moft 
fuitable to the Gofpei; but a fimple and exprefs 
difcharge of Polygamy is no where to be 
found.* It is true, our Lord difcharges Divorces^ 
exce][>t in the cafe of Adultery ; adding that 
whofoever puts away his wife upon any other 
account, commits Adultery; fo St. Luke and 
St. Matthew in one place have it: or commits 
Adultery againjl her ; fo St, Mark has it : or 
caufes her to commit Adultery ; fo St« Matthew 
in another place. If it be then Adultery to take 
another yjomzn after an unjuft Divorce ^ it wilt 
follow, that iht Wife has that Right, to the 
Hufband^s body, that he muft touch no other. 
This is indeed plaufible ; and is all that can be 
brought from the New Teftcment, which feem$ 
convincing ; yet it will not be found of weight : 
Gg ^^x 
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^br U ia to be confidered^ that if our Lord had 
t>c<en to antWiaate ]Po&Y6AMt, it being fo 
deeply rooted in the m6n of that age, confirmed 
by fuch famous and unt}ucftioned precedents, 
and rivetec) by fo long a pra&ice, hemuft have 
done it plainly and authoritatively ; and not in 
iuch an involved manner^ that it muft be fought 
out of his words by the fearch of Logic ; neither 
are thcfe dark words made more clear by any 
6f the Apoftles in their writings. Wotds are to 
Be carried no farther than the defign upon which 
they were written will lead them to; fo that out 
Lord being in that place to ftrike out Divorces 
fo explicitly, we muft not, by a confequence, 
condemn Polygamy, fince it feems not to have 
fallen within the fcope of what our Lord does 
there difapprove. Befides, the term AMtery 
may be taken in general for fuch a breach oif 
wedlock as is equivalent to AdalUry ; and Aich 
is an unjufi Divorce. This may be the Im* 
port of the phrafe ufed by St. Mark, wz. 
he committetb Adultery agaii^ her ; or all may 
be better explained by the phrafe St. Matthew 
ufes about it in one place, jkt caufes her to com" 
mit Adultery. Since he that expofeth and 
tempteth to fin fliares in the guilt with the 
perfon that fuccumbs: And from this it ap* 
pears, that Polygamy is not declared jidultery, 
wither in the place cited^ nor in any other that I 

know 



oftheLOVXB* 4jl 

know of. But it is true, tl^t Coltgaiay falls 
Jhort of the intendment of. Marriage in Imk^ 
cency, to which- ftate we ths^t arc unde? tbl( 
Gofpel muft return as near asr it is pofiible. It 
is to be confefled, that Polygamy was ftiucii 
condemned by; the Antie^its : Though i think I 
have met wkh fomething abouc it that is Httlf 
noticed V but of that^ I can adventure to fay 
nothing at this diftance from my books and 
papers. But all that being granted, it is to be • 
confidered, that the Ancients were unjuft and ^ 
fevere agaiaft Manial^^y ^nd did exceffiV^cly fa-» 
vour the Celibate or Single ; fo that in fome 
places, they who Married the fecond Time were 
put to do Penance for it : And indeed, both Jew 
and Gentile had run into fuch excefs, by their 
free commixtures, that it is no wonder if the. 
Holy men of thefe ages, being provoked to 
Vijuji Zeal againft fuch unji4ji Practices, muft 
have been carried through immoderate fwaying 
of the counterpoife into fome extremes on the 
other hand : Therefore, to conclude this Ihort 
anfwer, wherein many things are hinted which 
might have been enlarged to a volume, I fee 
nothing fo ftrong againjl Polygamy, as to ba-^ 
lance the great and vifible imminent hazards that 
hang over fo many thoufands, if it be not allowed'* 
As to the Solution of the fecond cafe of Con- 
fcience,^^ viz. ^^ Of the Lawfulnefs of Divorce on 
I *^ account 
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*• account of Barrennefs,** there are fomc expref- 
fions fo plainly uttered^ as would offend the l^ir 
Sex; for which reafon we fliall omit the recital 
of them in this place, and only obferve with a 
late Hiftorian, that thefe arguments feem to for- 
ward a defign which Dr. Burnet tells us wais fet on 
foot, to divorce K. Charles If. from (^Catherine^. 

* See Higgins^ Remarks on fiumet*s UxHtory, p. 158, 159. 
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